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Naka La Mohlomi Happy 
With Reforms

By: Malebabo Majoro

Maseru-
ivil society organization 
held a press conference 
on Wednesday 8 May 

2024, the focus of  this con-
ference was on two sections 
of  the Omnibus Bill deposit-
ed in the parliament on Mon-
day 6 May 2024 by the Min-
ister of  Justice and Law, Mr. 
Richard Ramoeletsi.
The two bills are Tenth 
Amendment to constitu-
tion bill, 2024 as well as the 
Eleventh Amendment to the 
constitution Bill, 2024 for 

-
rosi Moshoeshoe from Naka 
La Mohlomi noted that they 
are making this press release 
for the second time this year 
regarding the Lesotho Na-
tional Reforms. 
“we focused our attention 
on advising our government 
against misleading advic-
es, which caused previous 
Governments to fail to pass 
this legislate phase, today we 
appear here to congratulate 
his Excellency’s government 
when it succeeded in con-
scripting the reforms.”Mo-

shoeshoe explained. 
This two bills need simple 
majority support as well 
as which require two third 
majority support will be 
referred to the relevant com-
mittee according to standing 
orders. The bills are mak-
ing the way for the Nation 
Reforms Agendas which is 
a document enclosing the 
views and interests of  Baso-
tho across which was direct-
ed by the National Reforms 
(NRA). 

implications for our socie-
ty, and it is imperative that 
their contents and potential 
impact are thoroughly under-
stood and scrutinized,” Mo-
shoeshoe emphasized. 
Moshoeshoe stated that at 
this stage, they would like 
to remind the parliamentar-
ians of  the main pillars that 
have been set up to guide the 
work of  the Reforms from 
the beginning to comple-
tion, and it will be the basis 
for moving forward with the 
affairs of  this country. They 
are the following,
. Facilitative Role of  Govern-
ment

. National Ownership by All 

Basotho
. Inclusivity and Participation
. Transparency and Account-
ability
.  National Dialogue and 
Consensus-Building.
Moreover, the main reason 
for the failure of  the Re-
forms in the tenth Parlia-
ment is the parliamentarians 
think they are above the 
people who have sent them 
to parliament to solve their 
issues. 
The Government of  Leso-
tho wishes to leave no one 
behind in the National Re-
forms process, however it is 

job to persuade the opposi-
tion parties represented in 
the National Assembly.

Naka la Mohlomi Co-Founder Moorosi Moshoeshoe

JOB VACANCY - MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES (Grade 1)

Responsible to DIRECTOR OF ELECTIONS
Department: Corporate Services 
No of Positions: 1

JOB SUMMARY

QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE

OTHER RELEVANT KNOWLEDGE OR SKILLS

 Monitor and ensure effective performance of co —functions(Procurement, Logistics, Admin-
istration, Security and Transport).
 Enhance the Corporate Services function within the IEC by creating the strategic roadmap 
for the supported divisions.
 Ensure the development and implementation of key policies and strategies for supported 
divisions.
 Provides advice to management from time to time.
 Prepares budgets and take ownership of the supported divisions. 
 Create a high performance culture of the Co — Divisions to enable individuals to work as 
effectively as possible to meet IEC goals.
 Be a strategic partner to the IEC for the mobilization of resources and advising manage-
ment  how to build sustainability plan

-
rience in a sen10f management role.

Leadership and people management skills.

Planning and coordination skills.
Problem solving and analytical skills.

written communication skills.
Ability to make critical and timely decisions 
in a highly sensitive environment.

Interested candidates must submit their 
applications accompanied by up-to-date 
Curriculum Vitae with three referees, copies 

transcripts, send via email to recruitment@
iec.org.ls under the subject line; MANAGER 
CORPORATE SERVICES OR hand delivered 
to IEC Headquarters (Registry) or Respec-

envelope labelled;

The Director of Elections
Independent Electoral Commission
Corner Maluti and Caledon Road
Maseru West
P.O. Box 12698
Maseru 100

Closing date: 17TH May 2024 at 16:30 p.m.
Applicants must be registered as voters 
with IEC.

Only Short listed candidates will be con-
tacted.
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By Tholoana Lesenya

MOKHOSI TAKES A 
STAND AS WITNESS 

IN MAHAO CASE

abour and Employment 
Minister, Tšeliso Mokho-
si took a stand to give his 

evidence in Maaparankoe Ma-
hao murder trial.  Mokhosi said 
as the minister his duty was to 
see that the army receives funds 
food and other things they need. 
“We worked well together 
with the late Lt Gen Khoantle 
Motšomotšo. I would receive 
weekly verbal reports from the 
late Lt Gen Motšomotšo about 
the army activities”, said Mok-
hosi.  He said even though he 
may not remember the dates 
well but Motšomotšo came to 
him and reported that there was 
mutiny in the army.
He said investigations were 
started and a month before 
Mahao’s death, former Lesotho 

Defence Force Commander 

He stated that after the inves-
tigations were completed, a 
group of  soldiers were arrested.
 “I cannot recall the dates well 
but I received a report that one 
of  the soldiers who was going 
to be arrested was found in a 
car at his home. When he saw 
the Soldiers he ran into his 
house and locked himself  in-
side”, said Mokhosi
He said he was told that the sol-
diers surrounded the house but 
the accused open the window 
and escaped and those sol-
diers let him go. Mokhosi said, 
“There was a day on which Ka-
moli called me and told me that 
soldiers went to arrest Mahao.  
He told me that those soldiers 
met Mahao along the way and 
they tried to stop and arrest him 

but Mahao at one point pulled 
out his gun to cock it.”
Mokhosi said Kamoli told him 
that the soldiers then shot Ma-
hao on the shoulder as to dis-
able. He said the report stated 
that Mahao was taken to Hospi-
tal and was still alive when they 
arrived. He said Kamoli report-
ed to him that Mahao was sup-
ported from the vehicle into the 
hospital but he was still alive.
Mokhosi said Kamoli called 
him after an hour telling him 
that Mahao had lost his life. He 
said he never knew there was 
going to be an arrest and never 
knew of  the operational plan 
from Motšomotšo as that is the 
army duty and does not involve 
the minister.
The accused lawyer Attorney 
Qhalehang Letsika and Ad-
vocate Napo Mafaesa put to 

Mokhosi that he was convinced 
that there was mutiny in the 
army hence him signing certain 
documents to enable the estab-
lishment of  the Court Marshal.
Mokhosi was asked if  he was 
informed of  the involvement 
of  certain politicians in mutiny. 
“ I stopped those reports from 
on set , told them not to report 
about such, army issues should 
never be politicised,” said Mok-
hosi.
This case is before Judge 
Charles Hungwe. The crown 
Advocates are Advocate Retha-
bile Setlojoane and Advocate 
Lehlohonolo Phooko while the 
defence consists of  Attorney 
Qhalehang Letsika, Advocate 
Letuka Molati, Advocate Silas 
Ratau, Advocate Napo Mafaesa 
and Advocate Kabelo Letuka.

The late Maparankoe-Mahao
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Mohahlaula Airlines

Leisure Travel

Remote Area travel VVIP Arrangement

Helicopter CharterHelicopter Charter

Rent for an hour, weekly or periodically 

For charter customers, complementing the services 
Mohahlaula Airlines already provides with its business jets, 

Mohahlaula Helicopters o�ers the safest and fastest transfer 
solution from the airport to your remote destination.

Talk to us for a tailor made solution.

charters@mohahlaulairlines.com
 +266 62340025
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Forget Reforms…Make New 
Constitution - TRC

By: ‘Malebabo Majoro

Tsikoane Peshoane TRC Director

Maseru-
ransformation Re-
source Center (TRC) 
says that the govern-

ment is tempering with orig-
inal constitution design ren-
dering mega constitutional 
amendments into complete 
division. This comes after the 
minister of  Justice and Law, 
Mr. Richard Ramoeletsi ta-
bled two sections of  Omni-
bus Bills on 6 May 2024.
In a bid to “Safeguard the 
Constitutional Reforms from 
Continuous Litigation and 
Political Zero Sum Games,” 
the TRC organized a Sym-
posium on November 30, 
2023. This event aimed to 
steer constitutional reforms 
back on track, highlighting 
factors that could expose the 
process to repeated litigation 

intrinsic to democratic gov-
ernance.
Despite this, TRC lambasted 
government of  Lesotho for 
disregarding sound counsel 
on engaging in constitu-
tionally legitimate reforms. 
“These missteps have led 
to numerous litigated cases 
and structural pushbacks. 
The Kingdom of  Lesotho 

has faced scrutiny whenever 
it attempted reforms, with 
the process often ending up 
in legal challenges,” part of  
TRC statement said.
TRC, advocates for thor-
ough constitutional reforms 
rather than incremental 
changes, issued a position on 
the 10th and 11th Amend-
ment Bills to the Consti-
tution. It argues that these 
bills, tabled in the National 
Assembly on 6 May 2024, 
are not true amendments 
but rather dismemberments 
of  the constitution’s original 
design.
TRC is concerned that the 
amendments severally and 
as a whole constitute and 
amount to constitutional 
dismemberments that under-
mine the basic structure doc-
trine, basic features doctrine 
and the text of  the constitu-
tion. 
TRC further explained that 
the proposed constitution 
changes exceed the boundar-
ies prescribed under section 
85 of  the constitution such 
that they do not just amend 
but dismember fundamental-
ly the structure of  the con-
stitution. 

distinguish between primary 

constituent and secondary 
constituted amendment pow-
ers, alterations to the consti-
tution that amount to dis-
memberment because they 
alter the basic structure and 
the basic features or even 
amount to constitutional re-
placement can only be done 
through the use of  the con-
stituent powers,” said TRC.
The proposed amendments, 
according to the TRC, ex-
ceed the boundaries pre-
scribed by the constitution, 
fundamentally altering its 
structure. They exploit 
the rules of  constitutional 
amendment, testing legal 
constraints to create a re-
vised constitution under the 
guise of  ordinary amend-
ments.
TRC distinguishes be-
tween primary constituent 
and secondary constituted 
amendment powers, arguing 
that alterations amounting to 
dismemberment should only 
be done through constituent 
powers, not the powers con-
tained within the constitu-
tion.
Regarding the National Re-
forms Authority (NRA), 

-
er established as a Constit-
uent Assembly or Constitu-

tional Reform Commission. 
The NRA, established by the 
NRA Act No. 4 of  2019, 
was tasked with coordinating 
the implementation of  re-
forms under seven thematic 
areas but lacked a mandate 
for constitutional revision.
There is also contention 
around the misrepresenta-
tion of  the Court of  Ap-
peal’s judgment concern-
ing the amendments. “The 
Minister of  Law’s assertion 
that the Court ordered the 
Government to re-table the 
amendments is seen as a 
misrepresentation, potential-
ly dragging the judiciary into 
political manoeuvring,” add-
ed TRC.
In terms of  the act, the 
Authority had to implement 
reforms under seven (7) 
thematic areas: constitution, 
Parliamentary, Justice Sector, 
Security sector, Public sec-
tor, Economic and Media.
“There is a popular but high-
ly misleading rhetoric that 
is favored by the Minister 
of  Law that the Court of  
Appeal has ordered the Gov-
ernment to re-table the mega 
constitutional amendments 
in the National Assembly,” 
TRC stated.
Lesotho Tribune sought 
comment from government 
of  Lesotho, but no comment 
was received until publishing 
of  this article.
TRC argues that the pro-
posed amendments funda-
mentally alter the constitu-
tion’s structure and values. It 
recommends that to effect 
these changes, including 
those not captured in the 
Omnibus Bill, a new consti-
tution should be drafted.
———
Have your say.
The proposed amendments 
have sparked a debate over 
the integrity of  Lesotho’s 
constitutional process, with 
calls for transparency, cau-
tion, and adherence to con-
stitutional principles. 
Do you agree with TRC’s 
position and why?
Write to us, editor@lesoth-
otribune.co.ls
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Mixup At Lerotholi
Polytechnic 

By: ‘Mamello Mochesane

Maseru-
irst-year students at 
Lerotholi Polytech-

in a precarious position as 
they await sponsorship for 

-
ney has turned into a tale of  

Students who were supposed 
to start their degree pro-

-

The net effect of  this is that 

-
-

According to Registrar and 
-

Maleshoane Lepota - Mo-

requesting sponsorship for 

-
tingent upon including this 

The consequences of  this 
-

The lack of  sponsorship 

aspirations of  those eager to 

-

students express frustration 
at the lack of  transparency 
and support during this chal-

The dropped out students 

-
sideration if  they choose to 
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Lesotho Too
Divided For
Implementation
of Reforms

The recent focus on 
constitutional re-
forms in Lesotho has 

sparked debates and discus-
sions across the nation. While 
some, like Naka La Mohlomi, 
commend the government's 
efforts in tabling the Tenth 
and Eleventh Amendment 
Bills, others, like the Trans-
formation Resource Center 
(TRC), advocate for a more 
drastic approach—a new con-
stitution.

EDITORIAL

10

By: Editorial Naka La Mohlomi's recent 
press conference highlighted 
the importance of  the reform 
process and emphasized key 
pillars that should guide it, 
including national ownership, 
inclusivity, and transparency. 
The organization praised the 
government's success in ad-
vancing the reform agenda, 
despite past failures in previ-
ous parliaments.
On the other hand, TRC has 
raised concerns about the gov-
ernment's approach, accusing 
it of  dismembering the orig-

inal constitution through the 
proposed amendments. TRC 
argues that these changes go 
beyond mere amendments 
and fundamentally alter the 
constitution's structure and 
values.
TRC's call for a new consti-
tution stems from a desire to 
safeguard the reform process 
from continuous litigation 
and political gamesmanship. 
The organization believes that 
the current amendments do 
not address the root causes of  
past challenges and may lead 

to further division and legal 
challenges in the future.
It is evident that Lesotho is 
at a crossroads. While some 
believe that incremental re-

argue that a new constitution 
is necessary to address the 
deep-seated issues that plague 
the nation.
While constitutional reforms 
may offer immediate solutions, 
a new constitution could pro-
vide a fresh start and a chance 
to build a more inclusive and 
equitable society.
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Maseru-
imkokwing Universi-
ty students, adminis-
tration and Nation-

al Manpower Development 
Secretariat (NNDS) are at 

-

agreements. 
The dispute escalated this 
where students protested on 
campus and Lesotho Mount-
ed Police Services (LMPS) 
were called to deal with the 
skirmish.
At the centre of  the turmoil 
is a disagreement over the 
duration of  the academic 
year. Vice Chancellor Tefo 
Macheli asserts that the uni-
versity accurately crafted an 
academic calendar encom-
passing all school activities.
Macheli showed that they 
have one academic calen-
dar-which was issued in 
August 2023, which indicat-
ed that the last day of  exam-
inations will be the 21 May. 
However, there was a delay 
in an associated academic 
processes that caused aca-
demic boards which did not 
anyway affect the duration 

By: Mamello mochesane of  teaching and learning of  
the students. 
“The issues of  the 7th of  
June had to come in play be-
cause there was a confusion 
prevailing of  a fake calen-
dar intimating that students 
will be on campus until the 
14th June and that had to be 

adjustment into the August 
calendar that was already 
sent to NMDS to factor and 
show what will be its impli-
cations if  they were to go to 
the extension but the bottom 
line is…there will not be an 
extension,” said Macheli.
The examination time table 
has already been issued, it 
indicated that student will 
write the examination for a 
period of  seven days, and 
will write on weekends. Nev-
ertheless, Macheli indicated 
that it is a norm for exam-
inations to be conducted in 
this manner.
However, the Students 
Representation Council 
(SRC),President Tšeliso 
Kheleli claims that during a 
meeting with school manage-
ment, a startling revelation 
emerged: an extension of  the 
academic year to June 7th, 

not previously disclosed in 
the distributed calendar. This 
revelation, Kheleli argues, 
directly contradicts the spon-
sorship agreements between 
students and the NMDS, 
which specify a 10-month 
period from August to May.
Kheleli disclosed that in all 
this year and as per stated 
in the academic calendar, 
examinations are written 
for a duration of  two weeks 
not one. The recently issued 
time table is already violating 
students’ rights and there is 
no way a student is expected 
to write six modules in seven 
days.
“There are queries 
around-examination timeta-

of  examination is on a pub-

lic holiday,” Kheleli stated. 
He concluded by showing 
that the calendar sent to 

examination as the 20th May 
not 25th as displayed in the 
time table. 
The implications of  this 
discrepancy are profound. 
Students relying on NMDS 
sponsorship face uncertain-

allowances, as the extension 
of  the academic calendar has 
not been communicated to 
NMDS. 
This breakdown in commu-
nication has sparked pro-
tests on campus, resulting in 
property damage and injuries 
to student, university worker, 

On their part, NMDS Public 
-

sili emphasized their reliance 
on academic calendars sub-
mitted by institutions two 
months in advance to allo-
cate funds. Any deviations 
from these calendars could 
disrupt budget allocations 
and jeopardize student allow-
ances. 
The organisation portrayed 
that all academic activities 
should be involved in the ac-
ademic calendar, so that they 
can allocate for such since 
they work strictly on budget. 
“I cannot deny or agree 
that Limkokwing SRC ap-
proached the organisation 
with a different academic 
calendar from the one we 
know, because such did not 

Mosili.
She urged students not to 
hope for any positive re-
sponse regarding this matter 
from NMDS.

Registrar `Mateboho Moorosi and Vice Chancellor Tefo Macheli, at Limkokwing
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indings suggest new 
possibilities for early 
autism detection.

Researchers at the University 
of  California San Diego School 
of  Medicine have shed new 
light on the changes in metab-
olism that occur between birth 
and the presentation of  autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD) later 
in childhood. The researchers 
discovered that a small number 
of  biochemical pathways are 
responsible for the majority of  
these changes, which could help 
inform new early detection and 
prevention strategies for autism.
“At birth, the physical appear-
ance and behavior of  a child 
who will develop autism over 
the next few years are indistin-
guishable from that of  a neu-
rotypical child. Indeed, in most 
cases the fate of  the child with 
regard to autism is not set at 
birth,” said Robert Naviaux, 
M.D., Ph.D., professor in the 
Departments of  Medicine, 
Pediatrics and Pathology at UC 
San Diego School of  Medicine. 
“We’re starting to learn about 
the governing dynamics that 
regulate the transition from risk 
to the actual appearance of  the 

diagnosis opens the possibility 
of  early intervention and opti-
mal outcomes.”
Autism: A Complex Interplay 
of  Factors
ASD is a developmental disor-

in socializing and communica-
tion, as well as repetitive and/

Unlocking Autism: New Insights 
Into Early Metabolic Changes

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY&

ceutical drugs. In 2017, Naviaux 
and his team completed early 
clinical testing for suramin, the 
only drug approved in humans 
that can target ATP signaling 
and which is normally used to 
treat African sleeping sickness.
Now, the researchers hope that 

-
lated pathways that are altered 
in autism, their work will help 
scientists develop more drugs 
that target these pathways to 
manage the symptoms of  ASD.
“Suramin is just one drug 
that targets the cell danger re-
sponse,” he said. “Now that 
we’re closely interrogating how 
metabolism changes in ASD, we 
could be at the beginning of  a 
drug renaissance that will create 
new options for treatment that 
never existed before.”
Reference: 10 May 2024, Com-
munications Biology. DOI: /
s42003-024-06102-y
Co-authors on the study in-
clude: Sai Sachin Lingampel-
ly, Jane C. Naviaux, Jonathan 
M. Monk, Kefeng Li and Lin 
Wang at UC San Diego School 
of  Medicine and Luke S. Heu-
er, Lori Haapanen, Chelsea A. 
Kelland and Judy Van de Water 
at University of  California Da-
vis This work was funded, in 
part, by Autism Speaks (grant 
7274), the National Center for 
Research Resources (grant UL-
1TR001442), and through vari-
ous philanthropic gifts.

or restrictive behaviors. For the 
majority of  people with ASD, 

disability, with only 10-20 per-
cent of  children diagnosed be-
fore 5 years of  age able to live 
independently as adults.
While autism is known to have 
strong genetic risk factors, there 
are also environmental risk fac-
tors that play a role in the devel-
opment and severity of  ASD. 
Naviaux and other researchers 
are discovering that the devel-
opment of  autism is governed 
by the real-time interaction of  
these varied factors. By study-
ing the developmental biolo-
gy of  metabolism and how it 
differs in autism, new insights 
are emerging in ASD and other 
complex developmental disor-
ders.
“Behavior and metabolism are 
linked – you cannot separate 
them,” added Naviaux.
To learn more about the early 
metabolic changes that occur 
in children with autism, re-
searchers studied two cohorts 
of  children. One cohort con-
sisted of  newborn children, in 
whom autism can’t be detected. 
The second cohort consisted 
of  5-year-old children, some of  
whom had been diagnosed with 
autism.
When comparing the metabolic 

-
hort who were eventually di-
agnosed with autism to those 

who developed neurotypically, 
they found striking differences. 
Of  the 50 different biochemical 
pathways the researchers inves-
tigated, just 14 were responsible 
for 80 percent of  the metabolic 
impact of  autism.
New Insights Into Autism’s Bi-
ochemical Processes
The pathways that were most 
changed are related to the cell 
danger response, a natural and 
universal cellular reaction to 
injury or metabolic stress. The 
body has biochemical safe-
guards in place that can shut 
down the cell danger response 
once the threat has passed, and 
Naviaux hypothesizes that au-
tism occurs when these safe-
guards fail to develop normally. 
The result is heightened sensi-
tivity to environmental stimuli, 
and this effect contributes to 
sensory sensitivities and other 
symptoms associated with au-
tism.
“Metabolism is the language 
that the brain, gut, and immune 
system use to communicate, and 
autism occurs when the commu-
nication between these systems 
is changed,” added Naviaux.
The cell danger response is pri-
marily regulated by adenosine 
triphosphate (ATP) the body’s 
chemical energy currency. While 
these ATP-signaling pathways 
do not develop normally in au-
tism, they may be partially re-
storable with existing pharma-

By  UNIVERSITY OF
       CALIFORNIA - SAN DIEGO
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Botswana, the world’s 
largest diamond pro-
ducer, says it’s closely 

following BHP Billiton’s battle 
to buy Anglo American, which 
controls their diamond ven-
ture through De Beers.
President Mokgweetsi Masi-
si told CNBC Africa at the 
U.S.-Africa Business Summit 
in Dallas, Texas that while 
no-one had approached Bot-
swana about the matter, the 
government would defend its 
interests in De Beers, in which 
it owns 15 percent. De Beers 
and the Botswana government 
jointly co-own Debswana 
Diamond, the largest diamond 
producer in the world by val-

Botswana says it will protect 
its diamond interests as BHP 

Bids for Anglo American

 By Staff Reporter

NEW YORK, NEW YORK – MAY 02: President of Botswana Mokgweetsi Masisi 
speaks onstage during Global Citizen NOW 2024 at Spring Studios on May 
02, 2024 in New York City. (Photo by Noam Galai/Getty Images

ue.
“The value of  De Beers is 
fundamentally created by Bot-
swana. Without Botswana De 
Beers doesn’t exist,” he said in 

Australian company BHP 
Billiton, the world’s largest 
miner, has offered about $39 
billion for London-based An-
glo American’s copper mines, 
minus its Botswana and South 
African assets in Debswana, 
Kumba Iron Ore and Anglo 
American Platinum. Anglo has 
rejected the overture arguing 
it undervalues its initiatives to 
unlock value for shareholders.
Analysts say BHP might be 
mulling a second bid and 
could face competition from 
commodities producer Glen-

core. South African Mines 
Minister Gwede Mantashe, 
who has met with Anglo exec-
utives, has said he is watching 
developments.
“Well, we remain laser focused 
on the developments because 
we clearly are an interested 
party,” he said. “I also want to 
state for the record that the 
value of  De Beers is funda-

* Botswana says it’s watching BHP Billiton bid to buy Anglo American
* Botswana and Anglo jointly own world’s largest diamond producer
* BHP wants Anglo’s copper assets excluding its South African 
platinum group & iron ore assets

mentally created by Botswana. 
Because without Botswana, 
De Beers doesn’t exist.”
BHP has proposed that Anglo 
sell its shares in units Anglo 
Platinum and Kumba Iron 
Ore as an option to exit the 
South African assets it does 
not want included in the deal. 
It hasn’t pronounced on De 
Beers.
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Setlojoane escapes joining client 
as an accomplice in fraud case

By: Tholoana Lesenya

MASERU
he Appeal Court has 
supported appeal by 
Advocate Rethabile 

Setlojoane, this is after the 
police threatened to link him 
to a fraud case of  his client 
for refusing to reveal infor-
mation about his client. The 
ConCourt is ordered to hear 
Setlojoane and police repri-
manded.
This is after the noticeable 
lawyer, Setlojoane fired his 
last shot towards saving 
himself  from the fraud and 
money laundering charges 
he has been struck with for 
receiving a M100, 000.00 
payment from his alleged 
troublemaker client, Lehlo-
honolo Selate.
Setlojoane’s lawyer Advo-
cate Salemane Phafane KC, 
in the Court of  Appeal 
argued that the Constitu-
tional Court was wrong to 
have layed off  Setlojoane’s 
application challenging the 
police’s decision to charge 
him together with Selate.
Setlojoane ended up in 
trouble with the police in 
October 2021 after he was 
paid M100, 000.00 by Selate, 
allegedly for legal services. 
The money was supposed-

ly paid through the latter’s 
company, Sunny Penny, 
which he had allegedly used 
to fiddle over M50 million 
from the government.
Phafane KC claimed that 
his client was given an ulti-
matum by the police during 
the October 2021 inter-
rogation to either submit 
Selate’s file or pay back the 
M100, 000.00 which was 

paid into his FNB account, 
or be joined as co- accused. 
Setlojoane is said to have 
declined the offer.
Phafane argued that the ul-
timatum for the client’s file 
is unlawful and they wanted 
the court to make a decla-
ration on that. “The court 
a quo also declined power  
to deal with whether it was 
right for police to want my 

client to return  the money 
saying that will be dealt with 
at the criminal trial”, said 
Phafane.
 
He said, “The court should 
have exercised its power to 
declare that the police con-
duct was wrong. That really 
should be an investigation 
and the decision that the 
appellant must go and face a 
criminal trial should be put 
aside”.
Phafane said Setlojoane 
could only be linked to the 
M50 million fraud trial if  
there was other evidence 
linking him to the corrup-
tion, and not based on his 
refusal to discover his cli-
ent’s file and returning the 
M100, 000.00.
Commissioner of  Police, 
Mahlape Morai, Minister of  
Law and Justice, Richard 
Ramoeletsi, Attorney Gen-
eral, Rapelang Motsieloa are 
cited as first to third re-
spondents in the appeal.
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COURT OF APPEAL DISMISSES 
THE MOHALE CHILDREN

By: Tholoana Lesenya

MASERU
he Court of  Appeal 
has dismissed Mako 
Mohale, Ntsubise Mo-

hale, Mankhahle Mohale and 
Mantolo Mohale after they ap-
proach the same court seeking 
to establish their legitimacy 
within the Mohale family.
Their legitimacy was ques-
tioned after the marriage 
between their grandmother 
Mamopeli Mohale and the late 
Chief  Nkhahle Mohale was re-
portedly declared null and void. 
Reports show that in 1982, the 
High Court found that their 
father, the late Mopeli Mohale 
was not a legitimate son of  the 
late Chief  Nkhahle Mohale, it 
was also declared that Mopeli 
Mohale was, in law, an illegit-
imate descendant of  the late 
Chief  Nkhahle Mohale and 
Mamopeli Mohale.

Through their legal representa-
tive, Advocate Teele (KC), they 
had argued before the Court of  
Appeal that they are no lon-
ger pursuing chieftainship but 
want the issue of  legitimacy 
resolved.
He said Thato Mohale, who is 
one of  the respondents in the 
appeal, can continue to enjoy 

the chieftainship adding that 
his children will become suc-
cessors.
 Teele argued that if  a declar-
atory of  legitimacy is made 
there will not be any prejudice 
suffered by the respondents, 
he stated that a question of  
belonging to a father and an 
extended family is crucial for a 

Mosotho child. 
He pointed out that the issue 
of  status of  a person can arise 
at any time, adding that status 
cannot be waived.
Regardless of  their argument 
and pointing out that they no 
longer have interest in chief-
tainship, the Court of  Appeal 
dismissed the Mohales
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Lesotho’s Running 
Star Headed to Paris 
2024 Olympics

By Litsitso Letsunyane

L
esotho’s athletic prow-
ess is once again in the 
spotlight as Mokulubete 

Makatisi secures her place 
at the Paris 2024 Olympic 
Games. The Lesotho Na-
tional Olympic Committee 
proudly announced her se-
lection, making her the third 
athlete from the country to 
receive a Universality Invita-
tion to the prestigious event.
Makatisi’s journey to Par-
is has been marked by re-
markable achievements and 
outstanding performances. 
Over the past year, she has 
set National Records in both 
the half-marathon and 10km 
events. Her talent and ded-
ication were evident as she 
clinched two silver medals at 
the African Beach Games in 

the African Games in Accra, 
Ghana.
Notably, Makatisi was the sole 
female athlete from Lesotho 
to qualify and compete in the 
2023 World Athletics Cham-
pionships in Budapest, Hun-
gary. Her recent triumphs 
include a victory at the Two 
Oceans half  marathon and a 

-
ish at the Vienna City Mara-
thon in Austria.
This invitation is a testa-
ment to Makatisi’s unwaver-
ing commitment to her sport 
and her country. Despite per-
sonal ambitions, she has al-
ways prioritized representing 

Lesotho on the international 
stage, delivering stellar per-
formances and making her 
nation proud.
Universality invitations in 
athletics are reserved for Na-
tional Olympic Committees 

or female athlete, making 
Makatisi’s selection a signif-
icant achievement for Leso-
tho.
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