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Maseru- 

On Friday 27th Revenue Service 
Lesotho (RSL), Lesotho Defence 
Force (LDF), Ministry of  Forest-

By: Mamello Mochesane

By: Selloane Nyakane

Makoanyane Barracks transformed by 
massive tree-planting

ry joined forces to plant trees at Makoan-
yane Barracks promoting environmental 
conversation and contributing to climate 
change.

Speaking on Behalf  of  RSL, Pheello 

Majara said the initiative started in 2023 
when RSL celebrated  twenty-years with 
initial 5000 trees planted at the Ratjomo-
se Barracks and this week one notable 
tree-planting takes place and RSL has do-
nated 10000 trees to further improve the 
local ecosystem.

He highlighted that LDF has a long His-
tory of  tree-planting and it has contribut-
ed to afforestation efforts country wide, 
adding that this is part of  the RSL com-
munity responsibility. 

“RSL has committed to plant 20,000 
trees annually, recently we have planted 
4000 trees in Berea and have donates ad-
ditional 10000 to the Lesotho Defence 
Force,” he said

He indicated that’s the trees were bought 
form local farmers further supporting ag-
ricultural community while also contribut-
ing to environmental sustainability.

Delivering his speech, Senior District 

planting is part of  broader environmental 
goals to combat issues of  deforestation 
and climate change.

“Tree planting enhances air quality, com-
bats soil erosion, and helps regulate cli-

Maseru- 

World Vision Lesotho has launched 
a new project aimed at eradicat-
ing child and forced labour in the 

country. Funded by the European Union 
(EU), the Acceleration Action for Elimi-
nating Child Labour and Forced Labour 
(AECFL) initiative will be carried out in col-
laboration with the Ministry of  Labour and 
Employment, marking a new chapter in the 

James Chifwelu, the National Director of  
World Vision Lesotho spoke at the launch, 
stating, “Child labour is a reality in Lesotho, 
driven by poverty and economic pressure. 
Our aim is to prevent, eliminate, and raise 
awareness about this grave issue that is de-
priving children of  their rights.”

Despite Lesotho’s beauty and resilience, it 

and forced labour. According to world lat-
est statistics, about 16% of  Lesotho’s youth 
are involved in child labour. Many of  these 
children are forced into demanding and dan-
gerous jobs such as herding animals in harsh 
weather, domestic work with long hours, or 
street vending that include activities that do 
not only risk their health but deprive them 
of  their childhood.

The AECFL project will be rolled out in 
-

feteng, Mohale’s Hoek, and Quthing and is 

project plans is to initially train 500 commu-
nity members, with that number growing to 
6,000. 

‘Mathabang Nkosi, the Project Coordina-
-

tive effort from everyone. 
“We need to involve not only the govern-

ment but also communities, legal enforce-
ment, and other stakeholders,” Nkosi stated.

The project aims to empower local com-
munities by training members to become 

At least 100 young people will be leading ac-
tivities in their communities, raising aware-
ness and advocating for the rights of  chil-
dren. These young leaders will be central to 
ensuring that the voices of  Lesotho’s youth 
are heard and respected.

The 2023 report on child labour in Leso-
tho revealed that children are subjected to 

dangerous tasks like animal herding, which 

well-being.
-

Lesotho Joins Global Fight Against 
Child Labour with EU-Backed Project

pressed the EU’s strong stance on this issue, 
“This is a grave violation of  fundamental 
human rights. It deprives children of  their 
dignity, childhood, and the opportunity to 
get an education. Child labour traps families 
in cycles of  poverty, and for the EU, elimi-
nating it is key to achieving sustainable de-
velopment.”

The EU’s involvement in this project 
highlights the international and community’s 
role in supporting Lesotho’s efforts to tack-
le child labour. As Varrenti pointed out, the 
project is not only about eradicating child 

of  the country. 
“Every child deserves a safe, healthy child-

hood and access to education. By eliminat-
ing child labour, we are giving children the 
chance to break the cycle of  poverty and 
unlock their full potential.”

-
wards a future where all children in Lesotho 

-
ucation and child rights, the initiative hopes 

Speaking at the event, the Minister of  La-
bour and Employment, Ts’eliso Mokhosi 
emphasized that the government is deep-
ly committed to creating an environment 
where every child is protected and valued. 

“This is not just about statistics, it’s a call to 
action. Our commitment as a government 
will include strengthening legal frameworks 
to ensure children are comprehensively pro-
tected,” Mokhosi said. 

To support this, the government plans to 
-

“We will also enhance reporting mecha-
nisms to empower communities to report 
incidents of  child labour and forced labour,” 
the minister added.

 He also showed that raising awareness is 
key, and the government will work closely 
with civil society organizations, educational 
institutions, and international partners to en-
sure that this message reaches every corner 
of  the country.

The AECFL project represents hope for 
children trapped in the cycle of  labour and 

-
tween the government, civil society, inter-
national organizations, and the communities 
themselves, Lesotho can envision a future 
where children are free to learn, grow, and 
thrive.

As Chifwelu of  World Vision Lesotho 
concluded, “Together, we can break this cy-
cle and create a brighter, more just future for 
the children of  Lesotho.”

this contributing to both local and global 
environment health,” he said

He mentioned that types of  trees plant-

they grow faster and are easily adaptable, 
adding that pine thrives in all of  climate 
range while blue gum were chosen by their 
quick establishment.

Speaking on behalf  of  the Lesotho De-

Mathatela emphasized that LDF areas 
-

ers to maintain cleanliness and a health 
environment. Additional said trees play 
an important role in addressing irregular 
rainfall and temperature changes caused 
by climate change. 

Lethala acknowledged that there were 
challenges causes by certain invasive trees 
that have disrupted land and building 
however he reassured that the LDF is col-
laborating with the ministry of  Forestry to 
address this issues.

He said already they are replacing prob-
lematic trees with species  that are better 
suited for the environment.
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Diamonds aren’t 
forever: Botswana 
looks beyond mining

By Ben Payton
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With the diamond industry facing an uncertain future, Botswana is 
seeking to develop sectors including agribusiness, copper and tourism.
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LeSwitch Takes Financial Convenience 
to the Next Level

Legal Blow For Platinum Credit: Court 
Orders Over M351 Million Payout

Maseru- 

The Central Bank of  Lesotho announced 
the launch of  the LeSwitch Card Stream, 
building on the success of  its initial Instant 

Payments Stream. This development brings a new 
era of  convenience for cardholders across the coun-
try, enabling ATM withdrawals and access to funds, 
no matter which bank the account is with. The Le-
Switch initiative is setting the pace for a modern, in-

-
es to make accessing money simpler and faster than 

The High Court of Lesotho’s Commercial 
Division, ordered that Platinum Credit Lim-
ited pay more than M351 million to Platcorp 

Holdings Limited and Premier Credit South Africa, 
following a lengthy legal battle. 

The judgment, handed down by His Lordship Jus-
-

cial companies in a case that has highlighted the risks 
of money laundering within the region’s credit markets.

The Case
The dispute began when Platcorp Holdings and 

defendants: Motena Lishea, Nthabiseng Nthako, Plat-
inum Credit Limited, and the Commissioner of the 
Central Bank of Lesotho. The crux of the lawsuit re-
volved around outstanding “debts” owed by Platinum 
Credit to the plaintiffs. According to the court papers, 
these debts accumulated over time and resulted in the 

In a judgment, Justice Mokhesi struck down the 
-

fendants — Lishea, Nthako, and Platinum Credit — 
effectively clearing the way for the plaintiffs to claim 
the full amount of what was owed.

Judgment Breakdown
The court’s decision involved two key claims made 

Limited was ordered to pay a staggering M31,917,600. 

By By Mamello Mochesane

to have any chance of  taking off. Improving logistics 
infrastructure is another priority, with the proposed 
Trans-Kalahari Railway between Gaborone and the 
Port of  Walvis Bay in Namibia set to facilitate min-
ing and manufacturing exports.

Development partners have also waged a 
long-running campaign to persuade Botswana to 
rein-in state-owned enterprises. The World Bank 
warned in a report last year that “competition in sec-
tors such as energy, beef, and transport is dampened 
by the large public sector footprint and the prefer-

ential treatment of  some state-owned enterprises”. 

distortions that discourage competitiveness and di-

Political stability
Meanwhile, as Botswana prepares for elections 

next month, maintaining political stability will be key 

President Masisi and his predecessor, Ian Khama, 
has sent shockwaves through the country’s usually 

sedate politics. Khama returned from self-imposed 
exile in September to campaign for opposition 
parties seeking to unseat Masisi. He will also face 
criminal charges over alleged money laundering and 

Khama’s return “is likely to escalate tensions and 
frustrate the current regime,” says Begbie, although 
he anticipates that Masisi will secure a second term. 
“The main questions are: will the [ruling Botswana 
Democratic Party] maintain its majority, and will the 

vote in key constituencies.”
The political turbulence adds to the sense that 

Botswana is coming to a crossroads.

Yet despite its challenges, Botswana remains in 
an enviable position compared to most other Af-
rican countries. The task for whichever party wins 
the upcoming election is to build on the strengths 
that have been built-up over decades and move the 
country into the next phase of  economic develop-
ment.

ever before.
Earlier this year, the introduction of  the Instant 

Payments Stream within LeSwitch allowed individu-
als and businesses to transfer funds instantly across 

to be a game-changer, enhancing the speed and reli-
ability of  everyday transactions in Lesotho. Howev-
er, the Card Stream now takes that vision further by 
ensuring that cardholders can withdraw money from 

another key step toward building a seamless, national 
payment infrastructure.

One of  the standout advantages of  this latest 

ATMs tied to their bank to avoid additional fees. 
Now, with LeSwitch’s Card Stream, ATM access will 
be universal across Lesotho’s banks, making it easier 
for customers to get cash when they need it. This not 

-
ence to areas where certain bank ATMs might not 
be readily available.

In addition to easier access, the Card Stream 
promises to reduce transaction costs over time. As 
domestic ATM transactions will be handled locally 
through LeSwitch, both banks and consumers stand 

where cost savings are passed on, making banking 
more affordable for the average citizen.

Security and speed are also at the forefront of  this 
new payment system. LeSwitch ensures that transac-
tions are processed quickly and securely, so custom-
ers will not have to worry about long waits or poten-
tial security breaches when accessing their funds. The 
Central Bank of  Lesotho has put considerable effort 

-
viding peace of  mind to all users.

The launch of  the LeSwitch Card Stream is not 
just about individual convenience; it also aims to 

services more accessible, especially through digital 
transactions, LeSwitch encourages greater participa-

-
ly important for promoting a cashless society, which 
can lead to broader economic growth. With more 
people using digital payment methods, Lesotho is 
positioning itself  to thrive in a modern, increasingly 
cashless economy.

a critical goal for the Central Bank of  Lesotho. Many 
Basotho who previously had limited access to formal 

system more easily. The widespread availability of  
ATM services, and soon point-of-sale and online 
transaction capabilities, will empower individuals and 
small businesses alike to take advantage of  secure, 

While the current focus is on ATM transactions, 

This amount will also accrue 18% interest per annum, 
calculated from October 2022 until the debt is settled.

In the second and far larger claim, the court ordered 
Platinum Credit to pay an eye-watering M271,143,742. 
Interest on this sum is set at 15% per annum, starting 
from October 2023. Combined, these two claims result 

-
crease further as interest continues to mount.

Writ of Execution: Bank Accounts Seized
A s 

p a r t 
of the 
court’s 
ruling, 
a writ 

the Central Bank has made it clear that this is just 
the beginning. In the near future, LeSwitch’s Card 
Stream will extend to include retail payments and 
online transactions, further enhancing the ease and 
speed of  doing business in Lesotho. These planned 
expansions will integrate point-of-sale terminals and 
e-commerce platforms into the system, making it 
possible for businesses and consumers to complete 
transactions with a simple swipe or click, solidifying 
Lesotho’s place in the digital economy.

However, it is important to note what LeSwitch 
will not do. Despite the advancements, it will not 
replace global card systems like Visa or MasterCard 
for international transactions. Its scope is purely 
domestic, designed to streamline and improve pay-
ments within Lesotho. Furthermore, LeSwitch is 
not intended to eliminate cash entirely but to pro-
vide better digital alternatives, allowing people to 
choose what works best for them.

The journey toward full modernization of  Leso-

LeSwitch represents a giant leap forward, there will 
be continuous upgrades and improvements. Col-

Bank, along with public engagement, will be essen-
tial to ensuring that LeSwitch reaches its full poten-
tial.

For now, the Central Bank of  Lesotho encourag-
-

ibility that the LeSwitch Card Stream offers. With 
real-time access to funds and more ways to transact.

of execution was issued, allowing the court’s sheriff  to 
recover the money owed by seizing Platinum Credit’s 
assets. On September 26, 2024, the sheriff, ‘Makabelo 
Ntoi, took swift action and attached over M210 million 
from Platinum Credit’s accounts at Standard Bank.

According to court documents, these funds were im-
mediately transferred into the trust account of Webber 
Newdigate Attorneys, the legal team representing Plat-
corp and Premier Credit. However, despite this signif-
icant seizure of funds, Platinum Credit still owes more 
than M144 million to the plaintiffs, along with any ad-

is made.
Legal Costs and Further Proceedings
In addition to the massive payout ordered by the court, 

Platinum Credit Limited will also be responsible for cov-
ering the legal costs incurred 
by the plaintiffs, adding fur-

the company. The court not-
ed that the exact costs would 
be taxed and determined at a 
later date, meaning the total 
amount owed by Platinum 
Credit could still rise.

Meanwhile, the court 
postponed judgment against 

-
ants, Motena Lishea and 
Nthabiseng Nthako, sine 

their fate in the case remains 
unresolved for now.

Moving Forward
For now, Platinum Credit 

in settling the remainder 
of its debt, with more than 
M144 million still outstand-
ing. As interest continues to 
accumulate on this amount, 
the total could grow even 
higher. 

With the sheriff  having 
already seized substantial as-
sets from Platinum Credit’s 
accounts, the company will 
be under intense pressure 

court’s demands.
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MP’s training yields no benefit 
, seen as waste of time

Maseru- 

A training session aimed at edu-
cating Members of  Parliament 
(MP’s) on human rights and 

country reporting under the  Con-
vention Against Torture (CAT) and 
Commonwealth Secretariat sparked 
criticism among MP’s on Tuesday at 
Lancer Inn hotel.

Trio, MP’s namely  Lekhetho Ra-
kuoane, Rethabile Letlailane, Montoeli 
Masoetsa expressed that the training 

the trio the time spent on the training 
which was scheduled to last three days 
but ended after just one, could have 
been better utilized in focussing more 
on pressing issues such as the army 
brutality against citizens.

They also argued that existing laws 
should be enforced instead of  con-
ducting further seemingly unproduc-
tivity training sessions over and over. 
Delivering his speech , Minister of  
Justice and Law Richard  Ramoeletsi  
stated that the workshop was intended 
to remind lawmakers of  their respon-
sibilities, he emphasized that MP’s play 
a crucial role in serving citizens, par-
ticularly in the promotion and protec-
tion of  human rights.

He further highlighted the impor-
tance of  Parliamentarians in monitor-
ing human rights reporting as well as 

international treaties.
 He mentioned that Lesotho is a 

State Party to major international hu-
man right instrument which include, 
“Civil and Political Rights” the cov-
enant on  Economic Social Cultural 
Rights, Convention Against Torture 
(CAT) and Convention on the Elimi-
nation of  all forms of  Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW).

He indicates that the treaties pro-
mote respect for inherent human 
dignity, non discrimination, equality, 
fairness, liberty and the right to life 
regardless of  the person’s race , lan-
guage, religion, social or political status 
while remaining subject to the consti-
tution and other national laws .

Additionally the 1993 constitution of  
Lesotho, in it’s chapter II guarantees 
the respect and promotion and pro-
tection of  this rights and also the Vi-
enna Declaration and Programmes of  

whether civil, political, economic or 
social  are universal and indivisible and 
also state that states have a duty to re-

their own political, economic and cul-
tural systems.

However, there are some challenges 
the country face which includes lack 
of  specialized person body to report 
, constraints in decline in Agriculture 
Production as a result of  deteriorat-
ing rangelands, Lesotho has also been 

high HIV prevalence rate, Covid-19 
of  which all require urgent attention 
when it comes to promotion and pro-
tection of  human rights.

“ Parliamentarians are essential ac-
tors to oversee the whole legislative 
process , adopting the budget, cover 
the entire range of  political , civil, eco-
nomic, social and cultural rights and 
thus they have immediate and direct 
impact on the enjoyment of  human 
rights by people,” he stressed 

He urged Parliamentarians to be 
always cognizant  of  their role at all 
times at the country’s  social  harmony, 
peace steady largely depend on the ex-
tend on which human rights underpin 
all parliamentary activities.

The MP’s also expressed their con-
cerns where Montoeli Masoetsa, All 
Basotho Convention (ABC) and also 
member   of  Parliament  expressed his 
opinion that Members of  Parliament 
do not need additional sensitization on 
human rights because the constitution 
already outlines this rights.

Additionally, he criticized the failure 
to address or suppress issues involving 
the army and possibly other sectors. 
Sharing almost similar sentiments Re-
thabile Letlailane  of  Democratic Con-
gress  candidate for Lithoteng   said 
the army instill fear to the community.

He voiced concerns about the grow-
-

nities, stating politicians should retire 

after their terms to avoid falling victim 
to military power adding that  politi-
cians and other men are increasingly  
acquiring guns forming gangs and in-
citing violence in neighborhoods.

Letlailane criticized the army’s recent 
actions, accusing them of  acting like 
terrorist  with reports of  detentions 
and torture on the rise.

He further raised an issue that fam-
ilies of  those killed and tortured by 
military receive no government sup-
port and also the government does 
not support Members of  Parliament 
to show some remorse and support 
to such families rather take their own 
money to travel there.

He called for strict measures against 
perpetrators, also noting that some 
Members of  Parliament seem to tol-
erate this behaviour, making it more 
urgent and nessessary to address the 
issue.

Letsekang Moloi, a  Member of  Par-
liament under the Democratic Con-
gress (DC)for the Lebakeng Constitu-
ency also raised  concern on methods 
used by Police in detaining and tortur-
ing people to extract information.

He said this, is abuse of  human rights 
adding there is a need for law enforce-
ment to operate within legal entities 
also criticized this approach , implying 
that Police are focussing on coercive 
tactics rather than following due pro-
cess to gather information. It’s highly 
notable that Moloi before venturing 
into politics has a background as a Po-

gives very insight to law enforcement.
The LCD leader, Mothejoa Mets-

ing raised a critical points regarding 
human rights and prison conditions 
.”overcrowding in prisons  not only 
violates human dignity but also high-
lights systemic issues such as lack of  
resources and inadequate rehabilita-
tion,” he said

He emphasized that building advo-
cacy capacity is crucial to address these 
challenges, ensuring that education on 
human rights becomes a priority. Mets-
ing called for a broader understanding 
of  human rights culture among MP’s 
as they are policy makers  and shape 
reforms. 

Adding that education on human 
rights principle is essential in fostering 
a society that respects and unfolds the 
rights for all.

The capacity building was attended 
by seven MP’s with the support from  
the European Union, Commonwealth 
Secretariat, The Ministry of  Law and 
Justice and Convention of  Torture.  

By:  Selloane Nyakane 
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Lanseria 
departing date: Friday 
29 November 2024. 

Return: 
Sunday 01 Dec 2024.
Prices start at M7600.00

To book your flight email bookings@mohahlaulairlines.com
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This past week, the nation wit-
nessed a disturbing yet reveal-
ing trend: the selective gagging 

of  the press during critical parliamenta-
ry proceedings. On Tuesday, the Lesotho 
Tribune was barred from broadcasting 
certain segments of  the Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC) hearings. The 
reason? The alleged “sensitive” nature 
of  the information being discussed. 
These were no ordinary proceedings. 
At the heart of  the investigation lies 
Mergence and Akani Financial Services, 
corrupt trustees accused of  capturing 
Lesotho’s largest pension fund. And 
again, on Thursday, the Lesotho Trib-
une faced another block—this time 
during a hearing involving the Lesotho 
Defence Force (LDF), investigating ac-
cusations of  torture and the suspicious 
deaths of  two men.

This raises fundamental questions: 
How much do we, the public, de-
serve to know? 

And why, in moments that demand 
transparency, are we being left in the 
dark?

The role of  the media, particularly a 
publication like the Lesotho Tribune, is 
not merely to entertain or offer opin-
ions. Its core responsibility is to inform 
the public, to be a conduit for the truth, 
and to hold power to account. 

The PAC’s investigation into the al-
leged capture of  the pension fund by 
Mergence and Akani Financial Servic-
es is of  monumental public interest. 
The fund is the lifeblood of  Lesotho’s 
pensioners, those who’ve worked their 
whole lives and are now dependent on 
the integrity of  that system. Any hint of  
corruption or mismanagement directly 

Lesotho Tribune

EDITORIAL

10
By: Editorial

affects the livelihoods of  thousands of  
Basotho. To withhold coverage of  such 
proceedings is to deny them insight into 

Transparency, especially in matters 
of  public interest, should be non-ne-
gotiable. When the proceedings of  a 
parliamentary committee are cloaked 
in secrecy, when critical information is 
deemed too “sensitive” for the public 
ear, it begs the question: sensitive for 
whom? Is it sensitive because it may 
expose the depths of  corruption and 
negligence, or is it sensitive because the 
revelations may threaten the very in-
stitutions that have long operated with 
impunity?

It is easy to argue that not all infor-
mation should be public, especially if  it 
involves national security or could incite 
unnecessary panic. But this is not the 
case with the Mergence and Akani scan-
dal. Financial services companies man-
aging public funds should be subject to 
the highest level of  scrutiny. By barring 
the media from reporting, Parliament 
inadvertently fosters suspicion and dis-
trust. It gives the impression that the hearings 
may not be about truth and justice, but rather 

about protecting certain individuals or entities 
from the consequences of  their actions.

Then, there is Thursday’s gag order 
involving the LDF. The military is an 
institution that holds immense power 
and, as recent events have shown, can 
wield it in ways that have deadly conse-

deaths of  two men and the allegations 
of  torture at the hands of  the LDF 
should set off  alarms in any democratic 
nation. 

For Parliament to stop the press from 
airing this segment of  the hearing is 
deeply troubling. When the military is 
called into question, the stakes are high-
er. The actions of  the LDF, an institu-
tion sworn to protect the people, are 
under scrutiny. Why should the pub-
lic be denied full transparency into 
such a serious matter?

We must be wary of  the path Lesotho 
seems to be treading. History has shown 
us that corruption thrives in darkness, 
and institutions emboldened by the lack 
of  oversight grow ever more danger-
ous. By blocking the press, Parliament 
signals that it prioritizes protecting cer-

tain interests over serving the people.

This isn’t just about the Lesotho Trib-
une. It’s about the very fabric of  our de-

is the cornerstone of  any functioning 
-

You deny them their right to know, to 
question, and to demand accountability 
from those who govern.

Will we be a nation that values trans-
parency, that trusts its people with the 
truth, or will we slide into an era where 

inconvenient truths are buried, and 
where those in power operate in the 
shadows?

It’s time for the legislature to ask it-
self: Who are we serving? If  the answer 
is the people, then let us know the full 
story. The pension fund scandal, the 
military’s actions, and any other matter 
of  public interest should be out in the 
open. 

Lesotho deserves no less. The truth, 
after all, is never too sensitive to be 
heard.

The truth, is 
never too sensitive 
to be heard
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Mohahlaula Airlines

Leisure Travel

Remote Area travel VVIP Arrangement

Helicopter CharterHelicopter Charter

Rent for an hour, weekly or periodically 

For charter customers, complementing the services 
Mohahlaula Airlines already provides with its business jets, 

Mohahlaula Helicopters o�ers the safest and fastest transfer 
solution from the airport to your remote destination.

Talk to us for a tailor made solution.

charters@mohahlaulairlines.com
 +266 62340025
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Lesotho’s Starlink 
Deal: A Promising Step 
Towards Bridging the 
Digital Divide, But…

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY&
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Lesotho’s Prime Minister, Sam Matekane poses for a photo with Starlink founder Elon 
Musk
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On Tuesday, 24 September 2024, Lesotho’s 
Prime Minister, Sam Matekane, took to his 
X account (formerly Twitter) to inform the 

nation that he and the delegation he is leading at the 
UN General Assembly met with Starlink CEO Elon 
Musk. He announced, “Today, I had the pleasure of  
meeting with Elon Musk, to discuss advancing con-
nectivity in Lesotho. We are committed to exploring 
innovative solutions to improving internet access and 
bridging the digital divide for our people. Exciting de-
velopments lie ahead.”

the country’s push to bridge the digital divide. Lesotho, 
like many other African countries, struggles with limit-

of  Starlink, SpaceX’s satellite internet service, prom-
ises faster and more reliable internet access across the 
country, but will it be affordable for the average Ba-
sotho?

Lesotho Tribune sought comment from both the 
-

nications but both were unable to divulge  details of  
the prime minister’s meeting with Elon Musk.

-
une analysed what “arrival” of  Starlink will mean for 
consumers in Lesotho.

Current Internet Pricing in Lesotho
At present, two major players dominate Lesotho’s 

internet service market: Econet Telecom Lesotho 
and Vodacom Lesotho. Both offer entry-level in-
ternet packages that provide unlimited data, but their 
services, pricing, and features vary:

-
bre or mobile package with 40Mbps download speed 
and 25Mbps upload speed for M649 per month. This 
package includes a fair usage policy (FUP) of  150GB, 
after which the speed may be throttled. The setup cost, 
including the modem, is M2500.

Vodacom Lesotho provides uncapped internet 

of  15Mbps. The monthly cost for this service is slight-

ly lower at M599, and the setup cost is M2400. This 

but comes with slower speeds compared to Econet.
Starlink, based on Botswana pricing and adjusted 

-
ellite technology. However, it comes at a higher cost: 
M6354.50 for the hardware and a monthly subscrip-
tion of  M907.03. While this may offer a premium ser-
vice, the high setup and monthly costs may limit its 
appeal to the average consumer.

Socioeconomic Barriers to Uptake

Despite the promising introduction of  Starlink, the 
socioeconomic landscape in Lesotho may hinder its 
rapid adoption. According to the latest available data, 
by the end of  2022, approximately 47.0 percent of  Le-
sotho’s population had access to the internet, leaving 

With a large portion of  the population living in rural 
areas where poverty levels are high, affordability re-
mains a critical challenge.

Number of  people with access to internet, source 
World Bank 2022.

Lesotho’s economy, with a high unemployment 
rate and widespread poverty, means that even the ex-
isting services provided by Econet and Vodacom can 

pricing for both hardware and monthly subscriptions 
may make it inaccessible for the majority, at least in the 
short term.

However, Starlink’s presence could still serve as a 
catalyst for price competition. With the potential entry 
of  a third player in the market, Vodacom and Econet 
will be forced to revise their pricing strategies in an 
attempt to retain customers. Price cuts, more competi-
tive service bundles, or improved speeds could be part 
of  their response to avoid losing market share.

Impact on Digital Inclusion

areas particularly underserved. Starlink’s satellite-based 
technology could be a game-changer, offering internet 

and mobile networks are lacking. This has the potential 
to boost educational opportunities, improve access to 
health services, and promote economic development 
in these regions.

Yet, for Starlink to make a real impact, there needs 
to be a balance between its high-quality service and 
affordability. Policymakers may need to consider sub-
sidies or partnerships to ensure that the most under-

Conclusion
Prime Minister Sam Matekane’s meeting with Elon 

Musk and the potential introduction of  Starlink to Le-
-

ternet access in the country. While the high costs may 
limit initial adoption, the competitive pressure on ex-
isting providers like Econet Telecom Lesotho and Vo-
dacom Lesotho could result in lower prices and better 
services for consumers. Ultimately, bridging Lesotho’s 
digital divide will require a combination of  innovation, 
competition, and careful economic planning to ensure 

that come with being connected to the world.
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African National Congress 
(ANC) secretary gener-
al Fikile Mbalula said in 

honor of  the former liberation 
heroes and heroines who were 
buried in Zambia and Zimba-
bwe, government must continue 
its programme of  repatriating 
those who passed away in exile, 
so that families are assured clo-
sure.

Mbalula was speaking in Pre-
toria during the repatriation and 
restitution homecoming ceremony 

who lost their lives in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe during the apartheid era, 
where he pointed out that repatri-
ation of  those buried in countries 
such as Tanzania, Angola, Uganda, 
Lesotho, Mozambique, and others 
will follow.

-
ciated Friday’s ceremony.

The remains of  over forty for-
mer liberation heroes and heroines 
were brought back to South Africa 
on Wednesday, after decades of  ex-
ile, with Mbalula saying this repre-
sented various generations, united 
by the desire to liberate their moth-
erland.

He said the homecoming was a 
culmination of  extensive work over 
the years by the ANC government, 
highlighting that many hurdles had 
to be overcome to correctly trace 

-

ANC wants to continue 
repatriating freedom 
fighters who passed 
away in exile, as some 
remains brought back

 By Staff Reporter

“Some have been quick to claim 
easy victories and arrogate this 
homecoming to their preferred 
leaders. This homecoming is a cul-
mination of  years of  painstaking 

-
mitment to the families to bring 
their loved ones home,” he stated.

The frontline States that stood 
as a bulwark against the aggression 
of  the apartheid State gave the 

ANC’s struggle momentum and 
rallied the continent and the world, 
Mbalula noted.

He pointed to the “indelible” 
role that Zambia and Zimbabwe 
played in giving the ANC’s struggle 
momentum.

“Both Zambia and Zimbabwe 
became victims not only of  cross 
border raids and strikes, but also as-
sassinations, bombs, grenades and 
other attacks. Despite these they 

remained steadfast in their solidar-
ity with the liberation movements 
and peoples of  South Africa,” he 
said.

However, he noted the bitter-
sweet moment of  bringing back the 

to South Africa, as they were never 
able to taste the fruits of  freedom 
in their homeland, let alone see 
their loved ones

Polity.org.za
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By Mahlomola Letsie

Befitting panegyric 
for ntate Meshu
Veteran freedom 
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ARTS & SPORTS
Makoanyane XI 
Faces Tough Start 
in COSAFA U-20 
Qualifiers

By Litšitso Letsunyane

The Lesotho National Under 
20 Football team, known 
as Makoanyane XI, opened 

with a challenging match, suffering 
a narrow 1-0 loss to U-20 Comoros 
on Friday, September 27, 2024. The 
encounter took place at ABB Stadi-
um 2 in Mozambique, and the match 
kicked off  at 12 PM.

Despite the defeat, Makoanyane XI 
showcased promise throughout the 

where they created numerous scor-
ing opportunities. Left winger Paseka 
Maile emerged as a standout player, 
frequently threatening the Comoros 
defense. However, his efforts were 
hampered by delayed passes and a 

-
koanyane XI’s inability to capitalize 
on their chances was evident, leading 
to missed opportunities that could 
have changed the game’s outcome.

The team’s young goalkeeper, Le-
duma Mofoka, was another bright 
spot in an otherwise disappointing 
match. Mofoka made several impres-
sive saves that kept Lesotho in con-

his growing reputation in Lesotho 
football. 

As the match progressed, Makoan-
yane XI lost momentum in the sec-
ond half, allowing Comoros to seize 
control. The turning point came in 
the 81st minute when 21-year-old 
French-based striker Ben-Chayeel 
Hamada scored the decisive goal for 
Comoros, sealing the match at 1-0.

by a clash with Malawi on Tuesday, 
October 1, at the same time.

South Africa currently leads Group 
C after a commanding 5-0 victory 
over Malawi, with Comoros in sec-
ond place. Lesotho and Malawi share 
the bottom spot, putting pressure 
on Makoanyane XI to secure crucial 

As the tournament progresses, Ma-
koanyane XI will need to build on 
their early performances and capital-
ize on the opportunities that arise if  
they hope to advance in the compe-
tition.

In a post-match interview, Como-
ros’ coach, Youssouf  Samirdine, ac-
knowledged his team’s lackluster per-

their resurgence after halftime. He 

side and emphasized the importance 
of  their opening win in the tourna-
ment.

Conversely, Makoanyane XI’s 

-
pointment. He highlighted the signif-
icant chances his team missed in the 

kill the game off  early and noted that 
-

ond half  contributed to the late goal 
conceded. Halemakale pointed out 
the challenges faced by some players 
who are also preparing for upcoming 

-
ing schedules ahead of  their COSAF 
campaign. He remains optimistic and 
plans to emphasize concentration 
and discipline during matches as the 

Looking ahead, Makoanyane XI is 
set to face South Africa U-20 on Sun-
day, September 29, at 3 PM, followed 


