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Matekane’s Government Destroys
Roma Livelihoods Overnight

“Our turnover was M10,000 per day, invested over
M100k now they’re gone,” street vendor

By: Seipati Matobo

Roma

n the early hours

of Friday morning,

government bulldoz-
ers tore through shacks
and stalls of street vendors
along the A5 road near the
National University of Le-
sotho (NUL), leaving be-
hind a trail of destruction
and despair. The Roads
Directorate, backed by
police, moved in around

3am to demolish structures
stretching from Ha-Sekauti

to the Roma Police Station
junction.

Offcials say the action was
necessary because vendors
had illegally occupied

the road reserve, turning

it into what government
described as an “eyesore.”
Police officers stood guard
during the demolitions,

ensuring that the operation

proceeded without inter-
ruption.

Vendors Fight Back in
Court

The Roma Street Ven-
dors Association had been
locked in a legal fight with
the state over their remov-
al. Through their lawyer,
Advocate Thembu Lesupi,
they had taken the Mase-
ru District Administrator
(DA), Mr. Lethobane, to
court after he allegedly
reneged on promises to
relocate them to an alter-
native trading site.

On September 16, Jus-
tice Maseru ruled against
the vendors, relying on a
South African precedent
where roadside traders
were moved to allow road
development. But the as-
sociation immediately filed

an appeal, arguing that
the judgement was unjust
because their livelihoods
depended on the stalls.
Advocate Lesupi said the
forceful removal was un-
lawful since the case was
still before the Court of
Appeal. He accused au-
thorities of acting in bad
faith, noting that the Reg-
istrar of the Appeal Court
had yet to provide clarity
from senior judges.
Broken Promises and Bro-
ken Lives

Vendors were particularly
atflﬁgered because the DA’s
office had, only hours
before, renewed assurances
that relocation would hap-

pen before any destruction.

Instead, excavators rolled

in under cover of darkness.
Some stalls that had been
dismantled and placed
in nearby yards were also
destroyed. “They did not
just clear the road reserve,
they targeted everything,”
one vendor told Lesotho
Tribune.
Human Cost of the Dem-
olition
For many, the demolitions
were more than the loss of
structures, it was the col-
lapse of livelihoods. Mr.
Shampene Mehlala, one of
the hardest hit, said:

. He had em-
ployed over 10 workers.

. He made
roughly M10,000 per day

in sales.

. He had

invested more than
M100,000 into his busi-
ness.

“We were only told last
evening to remove our
businesses, but by the time
we woke up, the excavators
were already here,” he said,
visibly shaken.

What Next for Roma?

The destruction has
sparked outrage in the
community, with calls for
accountability and ques-
tions over whether the state
acted with disregard for
due process. For vendors,
the battle is far from over.
Their appeal is still pend-
ing, but with their stalls

in ruins, their economic
survival now hangs in the
balance.
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Butha-Buthe passport office struggles
with backlog of 4,338 passports

By: Tholoana Lesenya

Butha-Buthe

he small pass-
port office in
Butha-Buthe is

drowning under a moun-
tain of unfinished work.
Along the week, officials
revealed that a shocking
4,338 passports are still
waiting to be printed,
leaving thousands of Ba-
sotho stranded without
travel documents.

The crisis came to light
when Parliament’s Law
and Public Safety Com-
mittee visited the office
to see conditions for
themselves. What they
found was a system
under pressure, workers
stretched thin and appli-
cants losing hope.
Passport officer Khotso
Sepitla did not mince his
words. He told the com-
mittee that the demand
for passports has far
outstripped the office’s
capacity.

“Every district is given

a printing quota of be-
tween 20 and 100 pass-
ports each day,”

Sepitla explained.

“But here in Botha-
Bothe, we have more
than 500 people apply-
ing daily, while we can
only process about 30.
We have no choice but
to prioritize emergencies,
like mine workers who
need to travel for work
or patients who must go
abroad for medical treat-
ment. Everyone else has
to wait.”

The result, he said, is a
crushing backlog that
stretches back more than
a year. “Some people
who applied as far back
as April 2024 are still
waiting,” he admitted.
For those desperate to
travel, the delays have
become more than an
inconvenience.

Many have turned to
illegal crossings at porous
border points with South
Africa, a

dangerous option, but
often their only way out.
Sepitla also pointed to
another headache which
is uncollected passports.
“A lot of people apply,
but then they go back

to South Africa without
waiting for the docu-
ments. When the pass-

ports are ready, their
relatives or friends try

to collect them. That
creates security risks,
because the person who
applied is not always the
one who shows up,” he
said.

But the problems at Bu-
tha-Buthe are not only
about printing limits and
absentee applicants. The
office itself is in a state of
decay.

‘Mamokholoane Mo-
hloboli, another officer,
painted a grim picture of
working

conditions.

“We are working in
broken walls, sitting on
faulty chairs and tables,
and standing on worn-
out floor mats. Even our
computers are unreliable,
breaking down in the
middle

of the workday. It makes
our jobs even more
stressful,” she said.

Her testimony drew
murmurs from the par-
liamentary committee,
some of whom shook
their heads as they
looked around the office.
Committee member

Mothejoa Metsing re-
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sponded with concern.
He acknowledged that
many of the issues raised,
especially passport short-
ages, are tied to central
government systems.
“We cannot ignore these
challenges. We will en-
gage the relevant min-
istries to find solutions.
This backlog is not just
Butha-Buthe’s problem;
it affects the whole coun-
try,” he said.

The passport delays have
become a national crisis.
They were even raised in
a

recent meeting of the
Free State and Lesotho
Cross-Border Crime Pre-
vention Forum in Pho-
ku, where participants
warned that porous bor-
ders are being exploited
as frustrated Basotho
cross illegally into South
Africa.

For now, however, the
Butha-Buthe passport
office is left to fight a los-
ing battle

against the flood of ap-
plications. Staff continue
to serve hundreds of peo-
ple each day, knowing
that most will walk away

disappointed.

PASSPORT
PASSEPORT
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Second hand phone lands him in court

By Tholoana Lesenya

MASERU

second-hand mobile
phone has landed
42-year-old Motlatsi

Tsooana of Ha Sekete, Be-
rea, in serious trouble with
the law. This week, Tsoo-
ana stood before the High
Court and told how what
seemed like a small favour
from a friend turned into
a nightmare that continues
to haunt him years later.
Taking the stand in his
own defence, TSooana
recalled how his life was
first turned upside down
on the night of August 28,
2018. That evening, he
said, police officers shot
him several times, leaving
him critically injured. He
was rushed to hospital and
admitted into the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU), where
he underwent two major
operations.

“I stayed in hospital until
October 5, 2018. Even
when I was discharged, I
could not walk,” he told
the court.

He added that he later sued
the police for the shooting
and received compensa-
tion. It was during his
hospital stay that TSooana
met 2 man who would later
play a key role in his story,
Thamae Lekhotla. Accord-
ing to his testimony, Lek-
hotla was introduced to
him by a childhood friend,
Tsepang Khosi. At the
time, T$ooana no longer
had a phone, as it disap-
peared during the police
shooting.

Sensing his need, Lekhot-
la promised to help him
get another phone. “One
day, he told me his friend
Khothatso Mpenyane
could get me a phone, but
I needed to pay him M300

because he had no trans-
port money to go to South
Africa in return,” TSooana
said.

He explained that the
phone was eventually
delivered and since it was
locked, Lekhotla helped
him to unlock it. From
then on, TSooana used the
phone as his own.

“I started using it around
November 2018 and I
continued until early 2019,
when I gave it away,” he
testified.

According to him, he later
exchanged the device with
another man, Moorosi
Lebajoa. Life moved on,
or so he thought. But in
2020, a call came that
pulled him back into a
storm he never expected.
The call, he said, was from
a man who introduced
himself as Mahlaha, a po-

lice officer from the Crim-

inal Investigation Division
(CID) at Mabote Police
Station.

“He told me I must report
myself at the station. I told
him I could not go because
[ was still unable to walk
properly,” TSooana said.
Not long after, police of-
ficers came directly to his
home. They demanded to
see his phone, asking ques-
tions about where it came
from. TSooana told them
he had already given it to
Lebajoa. To prove this, the
police even brought Leba-
joa, who confirmed that
he indeed got the phone
from TSooana.

The accused told the court
he did not hide anything
from the police. He ex-
plained clearly that he got
the phone from Mpenya-
ne, who in turn had been

linked to Lekhotla.

In his testimony, TSooa-

na insisted that he never
suspected the phone to be
linked to crime. To him, it
was simply a replacement
for the one he lost during
the shooting. Yet, years lat-
er, it became the very item
dragging him before the
High Court.

As the case continues, the
court will have to decide
whether TSooana’s version
of events clears him or if
the phone really ties him to
the crime he is accused of.
For TSooana, however, his
words to the court were
simple: “All T know is

that I got the phone from
Mpenyane. I never knew it
would bring me here.”
What started as a gesture of
friendship has now become
the centre of a legal battle.
And for Tsooana, a sec-
ond-hand phone has truly
changed his life in ways he
never imagined.



ﬂ NEWS 1T

SUNDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER 2025

BNP Center Land Battle Heats Up as Legal
Questions Cloud Asset Recovery Unit

By: Seipati Matobo

he Public Ac-
counts Com-
mittee (PAC)

is bracing for an explo-
sive session tomorrow
(on Monday) when the
Prime Minister’s Asset
Recovery team is sched-
uled to present its case
against the Basotho Na-
tional Party (BNDP).

At the heart of the dis-
pute is the BNP Center
in Maseru, which the
Matekane-led govern-
ment insists was unlaw-
fully built on state land.
The government has
issued a thirty-day ulti-
matum for the property
to be returned.

But the BNP is not
taking the matter lying
down. Speaking to Leso-
tho Tribune, party leader
Hon. Machesetsa Mo-
fomobe laughed off the
move, describing it as “a
desperate attempt by my
counterpart, Hon. Sam
Matekane, who is trying
everything to destabilise

'

and kill the BNP be-

cause of our stellar work

Hon. Limpho Tau, told
Parliament that govern-
ment had received legal

statutes provide mech-
anisms for establishing

such a body, but that

about the legality of the
government’s approach,
the political motives

in holding his corrupt
regime to account.”
The controversy took a
new twist on Thursday,
18 September 2025,
when Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Office,

behind the land reclama-
tion push, and the po-
tential fallout should the
PAC endorse or reject
the Asset Recovery team’s
claims.

process has not been
followed, casting doubt
on the legitimacy of the
unit’s operations.

'The showdown now
raises deeper questions

advice from the Attorney
General stating that the
so-called Asset Recov-
ery Unit had not been
lawfully established. Tau

explained that existing
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SEBABATSO 2025 Resumes

By: Lemohang Botsane

he Ministry of
Information, Com-
munications, Tech-

nology, Science and Inno-
vation and the Ministry of
Gender, Youth and Social
Development, in collabora-
tion with the

United Nations Develop-
ment Program(UNDP),
launched the Sebabatso
STEAM conference 2025
in Maseru this week.

The project is the prime
minister’s dynamic initi-
ative for youth empower-
ment aimed at enhancing
educational opportunities
in Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics (STEAM)
for young people across
the country. It seeks to
equip youth with critical
thinking, problem-solving,
and collaboration skills,
preparing them for future
challenges.

The UNDP resident rep-
resentative, Dr Jacqueline
Olweya. Congratulated the
participants of the Sebabat-
so boot camp and encour-
aged those who did not go
to the next level to never
stop.

“Congratulations to all the
300, but remember you are
all winners and have done
amazing’, said Olweya.
She further advised the
youth to never give up on
their brilliant ideas.

“May we continue doing
our best in this journey,
thank you to all the part-
ners and to

the prime minister,” he
said.

Speaking on behalf of the

WE OFFER:
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Ministry of Trade, Setla-
ba Monaheng from the
LNDC said innovation

is the action that propels
industrialisation forms,
emphasising that it absorbs
ideas into practical solu-
tions and enables the devel-
opment of new industries.
He said it was through in-
novations that jobs would
be created.

“Innovations equip nations
with the tools for industri-
alisation, sustainability and
competitiveness. In es-
sence, where innovation
thrives, industrialisation
accelerates,” Monaheng
said.

The Chinese ambassador
to Lesotho, His Excellency
Yang Xiaokun, highlighted
the significance of Seba-
batso, wishing the partici-
pants well in their journey.
He said it was an honour
to have been a part of the
project, saying the Chinese
embassy prides itself on
driving modesty.

“This conference is a

space where ideas meet
opportunities and where
innovation is not just
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discussed but also actively
demonstrated. We focus
on STEAM because it
encompasses more than
just technical knowledge; it
involves blending scientific
discoveries, technologi-

cal progress, engineering
solutions, Mathematical
accuracy and artistic crea-
tivity to address problems
in practical, inclusive and
visionary ways,”

Nthati Moorosi, the Min-
ister of Communications,
said.

Meanwhile, Pitso Lesao-
ana, Minister of Youth,
urged every young Mo-
sotho to

register for this Sebabat-

so initiative, saying “It is
when you're with Sebabatso
that

you get to see opportu-
nities to see the world, to
grow your business as well
as to

access financing.”

Prime Minister Sam
Matekane, the mastermind
behind the programme, ex-
pressed his deep gratitude
and highlighted that the

initiative has been running

for three consecutive years
since 2023.

“Opver the past three years,
Sebabatso has been a bea-
con of hope, innovation,
entrepreneurship and em-
powerment for the young
people of our nation. It

is with deep pride that

I congratulate each and
every young person who
has taken part in Sebabat-
so. Through this initiative
I have seen hope, transfor-
mation and belief in the
boundless potential of our
youth,” Matekane said.

He said Sebabatso was
born from a promise to
empower youth and unlock
their

potential as well as to cre-
ate pathways for sustaina-
ble development.

“This is a platform where
ideas are cultivated, talents
are nurtured and futures
are forged. Through this
initiative, I firmly believe
that we can turn the narra-
tive of our youth around,
setting a new course, one
defined by hope, enterprise
and

achievement,” the prime
minister added.

The PM went on to urge
Basotho youth to step for-
ward, believe in themselves
and seize the opportunities
that Sebabatso brings.
“Through Sebabatso, we
have witnessed count-

less Basotho break bar-
riers, enter new markets
and achieve things once
thought impossible,” he
exclaimed.

He concluded by thanking
the government and people
of China for providing 30
Basotho youth with the
opportunity to travel to
China for a skills exchange

programime.
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By: Lesotho Tribune
Reporters

ost people hear
the words “pen-
sion fund” and

immediately switch off. It
sounds technical, some-
thing reserved for actuaries
and accountants buried in
spreadsheets. But if you
work, pay into a retire-
ment fund, or even just
hope to retire one day, you
have a stake in understand-
ing this world. Let us strip
it down to basics.
Quick Facts: Pension Fund
Liabilities

. Actuarial Lia-
bility
The real cost of all future
pensions, calculated with
assumptions about life
expectancy, inflation, and
investment returns.

. Accounting
Liability
The number shown in fi-
nancial statements, shaped
by reporting rules and
sometimes smaller than the
actuarial one.

. Why They
Differ
Actuaries want to cap-
ture full economic reality.
Accountants must follow
strict standards that can
understate obligations.

. Why It Mat-

ters

If your fund looks 75%
funded on paper but is
only 60% funded in re-
ality, there may not be
enough money to pay
everyone’s pension in full.

. Simple Anal-

0
Actuarial = the actual gro-
cery bill at the till.

Accounting = the rough
shopping list estimate.
What are actuarial liabili-
ties?

Imagine you are promised
a steady monthly income
once you retire. The pen-
sion fund must figure

out how much money it
needs today to pay you
and thousands of others
for years to come. Actu-
aries do this by looking
into the future. They ask:
How long will people live?
How much will salaries
and inflation rise? What
return will investments
earn? Then they discount
all those future payments
back to today’s value. That
big number is called an
actuarial liability.

It is not random guess-
work. It is a careful cal-
culation of what the fund
should have if it wants to

honour its promises.

And what about account-
ing liabilities?

Here is where the waters
get muddy. Accountants
also measure the pension
fund’s obligations but
they follow strict report-
ing rules. They may use a
different discount rate or
exclude certain assump-
tions that actuaries prefer
to include. The result is
that the accounting liabil-
ity can look smaller than
the actuarial one.

This is important because
it shapes how healthy or
unhealthy the fund looks
on paper.

How the game is played
Suppose a pension fund
has M 1.2 billion in assets.
Actuaries calculate that it
owes M2 billion in future
benefits. That means it is
only 60 percent funded,
which is a crisis. But un-
der accounting rules, the
liability might be recorded
as M1.6 billion. Suddenly
the same fund looks 75
percent funded. Still under
water, but not nearly as
frightening.

By adjusting assumptions
about investment returns,
inflation, or even how long

pensioners will live, the
picture can be softened.
Managers and sponsors
then avoid facing the true
size of the hole.

Why you should care

If you are a member of a
pension fund, the actu-
arial liability shows the
financial reality of your
retirement promise. The
accounting liability shows
what the fund is allowed
to report in its financial
statements. One is about
what should be there. The
other is about what has to
be disclosed.

When there is a gap be-
tween the two, the dan-
ger is that members are
lulled into a false sense of
security. Employers and
government may also feel
less pressure to contrib-
ute more. But the day of
reckoning cannot be post-
poned forever.

A simple way to think
about it

Think of actuarial liabili-
ties as the real grocery bill
you will face at the till,
Accounting liabilities are
like the estimate you wrote
on a piece of paper before
shopping. If you under-
estimate, you may walk
around thinking you are
fine until the cashier tells
you the real total.

Closing thought
Understanding this differ-
ence is not about becom-
ing an actuary or account-
ant. It is about knowing
how to ask the right ques-
tions. The next time some-
one tells you your fund is
“well funded,” ask if they
are talking about actuarial
or accounting terms. The
answer could reveal wheth-
er your retirement is safe
or sitting on shaky ground.
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By: Lemohang Botsane

Maseru
he Central Bank
of Lesotho along-
side partners in
the financial sector in-
cluding insurance com-
panies this week wrapped
up a money month cam-
paign that was launched
in March 2025 in Leribe.
The First Deputy Gover-
nor of the CBL, Lehlo-
mela Mohapi, said from
2013 they have seen con-
tinuing evolution in this
campaign that started in
2013 as money week.
“Money is a global initia-
tive by OBCD. So many
nations have learnt to
align
themselves with that
call and Lesotho did the
same,” Mohapi said, add-
ing that
having observed the
needs of societies and
nation, they are still very
much far from financial
wellness.
The Leribe campaign
was a huge success ac-
cording to attendees and

BUSINESSEECONOMY

LESOTHO WRAPS UP MONEY
MONTH CAMPAIGN 2025

demonstrators as people
contributed a lot to its
execution. Street vendors
and school

children had weighed in
heavily, participating in
the campaign.

Ephraim Moremoholo,
Chairperson of the Fi-
nancial Education Steer-
ing Committee reported
on the campaign, high-
lighting that they started
in Leribe where leaders
came in to pay courte-
sy, setting the tone and
mood for the big work.
He said what the leaders
did was paving way for
them to then alert the
people about the cam-
paign and spread word.
Moremoholo advised
people to be aware of
scams, that they must
do thorough research
whenever they get in-

i\ h

.

vites to competitions
that requires them to pay
or about certain invest-
ments. He said the youth
specifically need to be
skilled on efhicient finan-
cial management.
Representatives from var-
ious organisations reflect-
ed on the major activities
of this campaign, with
‘Thabang Mapena from
Letshego Financial Ser-
vices commending the
initiative.

Mapena said the money
campaign has really been
helpful as questions they
receive from their clients
and potential clients are
much more different
from the ones they would
receive before.

Mafa Letsoela from the
Ministry of Education
added on to the conver-
sation,

expressing his gratitude
that teachers were grate-
ful for the financial liter-
acy training that is always
offered.

Dr. Maluke Letete, the
Governor’s of the CBL,
highlighted the impor-
tance of this campaign,
stressing its importance
in equipong Basotho
with financial literacy
skills.

“We don’t know when
the financial challeng-

es in this country will
end, hence we have to
give Basotho the educa-
tion, teach them how to
spend,” Letete said.

He continued to say that
when people’s salaries are
stagnant there’s no way
they can never be indebt-
ed. “Do not borrow be-
yond your means.” Letete
warned.
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Is Lesotho Still Economically Viable
as a Country?

Eswatini
Malawi
Namibia

Madagascar |

Botswana
Mozambique |

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Angola

South Africa

Lesotho’s GDP Catch-Up Timeline vs. SADC Peers
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esotho has been
left languishing at
the very bottom of

Southern Africa’s economic
ladder. With a GDP of just
$2.27 billion in 2024, it
is not only dwarfed by its
neighbours but also faces a
timeline of stagnation that,
when examined through
the Rule of 72, paints a
dire picture of national
viability.
The Rule of 72 Exposes the
Depth of the Problem
The Rule of 72 is a sim-
ple calculation: divide
72 by a country’s annual
growth rate to estimate
how many years it will
take for its economy to
double. In Lesotho’s case,
the World Bank reported
2.3% growth in 2024. That
means Lesotho’s economy
doubles every 31 years.
At that pace, the numbers
are brutal:

. To catch
Eswatini (GDP $4.9bn),

years.

. To catch Ma-
lawi ($11bn), ~71 years.

. To catch
Namibia ($13.3bn), ~80
years.

. To catch
Botswana ($19.4bn), ~97
years.

. To catch
South Africa ($400bn), a
staggering 234 years.

And that assumes the
neighbours stand still. In
reality, they are also grow-
ing, which means the gap
is not closing...it is widen-
ing.

A Nation Out of Time
Lesotho’s economy is small-
er than many South Afri-
can municipalities. It relies
heavily on SACU transfers
and remittances, neither of
which build lasting resil-
ience. The country has no
sizeable manufacturing
base, no night-time econ-
omy, and limited natural
resource rents compared

to Angola, Botswana, or
Namibia.

The math tells the truth

policymakers avoid: at
current growth rates, Le-
sotho will not even catch
Eswatini in this generation.
By the time the economy
doubles once, neighbours
like Botswana and Namibia
will have doubled as well,
keeping Lesotho stuck in
last place.

What This Means for Via-
bility

A country’s viability is not
measured only by its GDP,
But size matters when:

. Funding state
functions: defence, health,
education, infrastructure.

. Attracting
investment: investors want
scale, stability, and con-
sumer markets.

. Maintain-
ing sovereignty: economic
weakness forces reliance on
South Africa for jobs, food,
electricity, even basic im-
ports.

If Lesotho cannot accel-
erate to 5—/% sustained
growth, the numbers point
to a future where it is a

state in name but economi-
cally indistinguishable from
a province of South Africa.
What Must Change

To avoid slipping into irrel-
evance, Lesotho needs to:

. Build an ex-
port engine beyond textiles
and remittances.

. Convert con-
struction-led booms like
LHWP-II into long-term
productivity gains.

. Fix the basics;
power, logistics, governance
to attract serious private
investment.

. Put agri-
culture and services into
regional value chains that
create scale.

The Bottom Line

The Rule of 72 does not lie.
At 2.3% growth, Lesotho

is on a 31-year clock for a
single doubling. By then,
peers will have pulled even
further ahead. The uncom-
fortable question is Lesotho
still viable as a country? Is
not rhetorical. It is written
in the mathematics of com-
pound growth.
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Mokhotiong People Call For Suspension
of LHWP Phase i

By: Staff Reporter

bout 1,600 Baso-
tho from 18 rural
communities in

Mokhotlong had filed a
complaint with the African
Development Bank (AfDB)
that funds the Lesotho
Highlands Water Project
(LHWP). These commu-
nities, international news
outlets have said, demand
transparency over forced
displacements, inadequate
compensations, environ-
mental harm and intimida-
tion linked to Phase II of
the LHWP,

Through their legal rep-
resentative, Seinolu Legal
Centre and the Accounta-
bility Counsel, a US-based
NGO, the communities
have also requested the
suspension of the project
until all their concerns are
resolved.

The Lesotho Highlands
Development Authority
(LHDA) this week then
responded to the stated al-
legations, asserting that no
household had been relo-
cated without comprehen-
sive consultation. It said all
households affected by the
project were involved in
asset registration and en-
titlement confirmation to
ensure all are aware of
their compensation.

“To date, over 93 percent of
private asset compensation
has been completed, with
more than LSL154 million
paid,” the LHDA state-
ment read, however admit-
ting that it acknowledges
that delays are due to miss-
ing documents, absence of

-

‘." - -

beneficiaries and or internal
disputes.

It said that despite these
hiccups, compensation
dates for communal assets
had been agreed upon and
will be implemented in the
next year.

On the issue of environ-
mental harm, the authority
said the project was guided
by the Environmental and
Social Impact Assessment
(ESIAs) with mitigation
measures, stating that in-
dependent environmental
audits are conducted annu-
ally and made available to
regulators and key stake-
holders.

‘Engagement with com-
munities is a central pillar.
Since 2012, LHDA has
held numerous consulta-
tions with affected villag-
es,” the statement further
reads, saying management
and other project overseers

are also always available

to listen to communities’
grievances.

'The LHDA says it recog-
nises the role of civil society
organisations and has
formalised a broader en-
gagement platform for
NGOs. Its response to the
allegations aims to reassure
the public that the project
continues to be carried
out responsibly, addressing
potential negative impacts
while ensuring community
engagement and environ-
mental protection.

Since its implementation,
the LHWP has faced scru-
tiny due to its significant
social and environmental
impacts. This is not the
first time communities in
the project area have raised
concerns over the project.
It has become a regular
thing or normality to

hear of communities re-

questing that the project be
suspended.

The Accountability Coun-
sel has also long been
involved in raising concerns
to ensure that affected peo-
ple have access to fair and
just compensation.

But despite all the allega-
tions and dissatisfactions
by the Mokhotlong people,
the authority stands still on
its emphasis of being com-
mitted to mitigating nega-
tive impacts and ensuring
community rights.

While it presents a posi-
tive view of its operations,
sources and organisations
provide critical perspectives
on the project’s challenges
and impacts.

The LHWP is scheduled
for completion by 2029,
nearly four years from now,
a decade later than it was
initially planned to come to
completion.
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By: Lemohang Botsane

Mohale’s Hoek

amafole Rakuba,

a farmer based

in Ha-Potsane,

ohale’s Hoek hosted

the Smallholders Agricul-
ture Development Project
II(SADP II) this week.
It was at this event that she
shared her farming success
since becoming part of the
project.
“We are gathered here
today to celebrate my
success, how it all started
and how I got the SADP
IT grant. [ started at home
with just four small plots.
I would take to work veg-
etables from my garden
and one-day coworkers
asked if I didn’t bring them
vegetables that day. That’s
how the journey started.
I'd go to the street vendors
and note their needs. M
former colleagues from the
Nedbank encouraged this
idea,” Rakuba narrated her
farming story.
She says one day she dis-
covered that clients were
opening SADP bank ac-
counts.
“That’s how I discovered
this project,” she said.
She continued to say that
when she inquired about
the project, there were

CORNER

some restrictions, but that
did not stop her.

She made her way into the
project and made it among
the top 10 candidates who
received grants to improve
themselves.

“The success you all see
today is because of the
SADP II. If it were not for
this project, I would not
be where I am today. To all
the departments from the
Ministry of Agriculture,

[ am grateful, and for the
irrigation, I am grateful
for the pipes provided. As
farmers, let us not be afraid
to approach appropriate
offices for our farming

needs,” Rakuba alerted.
Because of their DAO in
the South, Rakuba said,
while farmers from other
regions were struggling

to get manure, they were,
however, able to get ma-
nure. “At Fole’s Evergreen
Farm, we have four perma-
nent and about 20 tem-
porary employees. I can
proudly say that we're also
a school. We educate and
motivate children,” Rakuba
beamed with pride.
Rakuba said she was able
to grow tomatoes in winter
because she used a frost
blanket, and that resulted
in the harvest of 80 boxes
of tomatoes.

Farmers Field Day

However, even though she
succeeded, she said the pro-
duce was not as satisfactory
as it often is in the summer.
Besides tomatoes, Rakuba
also produces cabbage and
supplies Shoprite stores,
schools, street vendors and
the community.
Rethabile Tlalinyane, a
Nedbank employee, em-
phasized the importance of
opening bank accounts for
small businesses, advising
farmers to also use speed
oint for convenience.
Maselikane Makhenene
from the Ministry of Fi-
nance commented on Rak-
juba’s success, saying this
was a big milestone for the
Ministry of Agriculture.
“It is only today that I have
learnt that farmers can
produce all year round,”
Makhenene said.
She explained that the
government does not create
jobs but rather helps the
private sector to create
jobs, adding that “SADP II
is one of the initiatives that
the government invented
to extend assistance to the
private sector to eradicate
unemployment. If farmers
continue like this, SADP
I will definitely be there.”
SADP II Program Director,
‘Mabafokeng Mangope,

said the event was meant to

track progress made by the
farmer thus far.

“What I love about this
particular farmer is that
she works hard. She not
only used the greenhouses
provided but also ploughed
outside. Farmers, if we can
all be able to grow toma-
toes in winter, there won’t
be any reason to import,”
Mangope said.

Mangope said she believes
that farming will curb un-
employment if farmers can
produce like this.

“We are here today to track
progress since her (Raku-
ba) contract with SADP II
is coming to a finish. We
have really learnt a lot from
this farmer. We had no idea
that tomatoes could grow
in winter in Lesotho. We
have also learnt the dif-
ference between growing
plants inside a greenhouse
and outside.”

“I stand here to congrat-
ulate this farmer on this
achievement. We have re-
ally learnt a lot, and I urge
every farmer to take it from
her. This will surely curb
unemployment. If farmers
can all grow vegetables, the
ministry will stop granting
permits to outsource vege-
tables,” Malerato Lekhooa
added to the comments.
Lereko Masupha, speak-
ing for the Director Field
Services, said he believes

at these in kind of events
there has to be represent-
atives from every ministry
since the government is all
about helping the nation
through it’s different min-
istries.

“As directors, we are here
to showcase progress made
by SADP II recipients,”
Masupha said, adding that
they wish more farmers

could be as dedicated as
Rakuba.
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By: Staff Reporter

his week, the op-

position came

forward strongly in
parliament, highlighting
concerns about how the
Matekane-led government
may be misusing the Con-
stitution to inhibit
peaceful protests.
Since time immemorial,
marches or protests, peace-
ful, have always been the
public’s way of expressing
complaints to the govern-
ment.
Throughout history, the
people have expressed their
grievances this way, exer-
cising their right to com-
municate their concerns
to those in power. Tradi-
tionally, Basotho have been
granted permits by the
police for peaceful demon-
strations.
However, there seems to be
a newly proposed law, yet
to be gazetted, maybe, that
requires individuals to seek
permission directly from
the prime minister before
obtaining approval from
the police to march.
The police boss, Compol
Borotho Matsoso, was
heard on local radio sta-
tions reinforcing this law,
suggesting that those de-
nied permission are wel-

EDITORIAL

Whatever to Hide From the Truth...
Did you know ungazetted laws can
be practised even before they are

approved in Lesotho?

come to seek

resolution through the
courts of law.

I bet we all heard him
silently laugh after uttering
these words. Opposition
MPs like Machesetsa Mofo-
mobe, leader of the Baso-
tho National Party (BNP),
voiced their disbelief at this
development, citing coun-
tries like Israel and South
Africa that support the
right to protest. He cau-
tioned the government that
imposing such restrictions
could draw negative at-
tention from international
bodies and development
partners.

Questions have started
arising about the independ-
ence of the police; are their
decisions made autono-
mously or influenced by
political motives? Many
Basotho have taken to so-
cial media to express their
views on the matter,
suggesting that it is prob-
ably high time the police
take off their uniform and
dress in political regalia
because they are clearly
failing to distinguish be-

tween being protectors of
the law and being political
enforcers.

The public is questioning
the motives of the current
government and how it
aligns with its promises

of transparent governance
aimed at creating the Leso-
tho that the people desire.
But where is the transpar-
ency in blocking citizens
from voicing their concerns
to the prime minister with-
out just cause? How can we
envision the Lesotho of our
dreams when the police are
positioned as gatekeepers
undermining the people’s
voices? Just recently, an
unarmed student at the
National University of Le-
sotho lost their life due to
police action during a pro-
test over educational rights.
This tragic event serves as

a reminder of the urgent
need for dialogue and open
communication.

Or perhaps this is the kind
of stability the government
seeks—where citizens feel
compelled to protest with-
out permits, driven by their
concerns. As civil citizens,

we merit the right to ex-
press our needs without
fear or any restrictions.

But we do understand,
when this happens, pro-
testing illegally, the police
can finally be useful, shoot
and kill protestors and add
more names to their vic-
tims list.

We will, however, expect

a statement that will later
read something like “no
permit was granted for the
march, therefore we had to
act to eliminate any possi-
ble danger that could come
with the march. We do not
wish to have a repeat of the
1998 massacre.”

But there isn’t much we can
say to advise this govern-
ment on how to handle its
matters. Anyway, it is
always alert to play victim;
we are being fought from
all angles.

But it must recognise ur-
gency in addressing these
issues and many others
before it is too late. The
growing disconnect be-
tween the government and
its people needs immediate
attention to rebuild the lost
confidence.

But if this is indeed the
path of revolution, then
we, the humble citizens,
whose rights are forever
violated, whose voices can
not even be heard in the
corridors of the state house,
must remain hopeful and
engaged, for we possess no
power to contribute to-
wards meaningful change.
We are the children of the
nation in its literal sense.
Let us obey the rules of our
leaders and follow in their
commands.
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by:Khosi Mahonko

esotho is apparently
sending a high-level
delegation of ne-

gotiators to Washington
in a bold attempt to se-
cure relief from the newly
imposed U.S. tariffs. Our
garment exports, which
are the heartbeat of our
manufacturing sector, now
face a 15% duty under
America’s revised trade
policy. The mission is
ambitious: to persuade the
United States to lower that
tariff, ideally to zero while
also pushing for AGOA’s
renewal for another ten
years. These talks arrive at
a decisive moment when
AGOA itself expires this
month, and without an
extension, the foundations
of Lesotho’s export econo-
my could be shaken to the
core.

What makes the sto-

ry more complex is the
journey we have traveled
in just a few months. In
April, Lesotho was sud-
denly struck with a crip-
pling 50% tariff on U.S.
exports, a blow that
threatened to wipe out

the industry overnight.
When Washington revised
the structure in August,
pulling that rate down to
15%, there was a moment

OPINION

CAN AGOA REALLY BE
RENEWED SPECIFICALLY
FOR LESOTHO?

of relief, even gratitude.
But the truth is sobering:
while 15% is certainly
better than 50%, it re-
mains unbearably steep for
a low-margin

garment sector where
Profit margins often hover
between three and seven
percent. In practical
terms, that means most

of our factories are now
producing at a loss when-
ever their garments land in
American ports.

And these are not abstract
numbers. We are talk-

ing about 11 factories in
Lesotho that supply the
U.S. market, together

employing around 12,000
Basotho workers. These are
mothers,

fathers, young people

and most importantly

the breadwinners whose
monthly wages sustain
households, educate chil-
dren, and inject life into
local economies. Their
livelihoods hang in the
balance of these negoti-
ations. If we fail, it will
not just be an economic
setback, it will be a human
crisis.

Even Kenya, a much larger
economy placed at the
baseline tariff of 10%, has
raised alarm bells that it

cannot sustain compet-
itiveness under the new
system. If Kenya is “cry-
ing” at 10%, how much
more desperate is Lesotho
at 15%? This perspective
is important: our country
is not

asking for extraordinary
favours out of greed, but
rather fighting for surviv-
al in a sector where even
a modest duty becomes
suffocating.

The danger is simple but
brutal. If buyers cannot
make orders viable in Le-
sotho, they will not hesi-

Continues in page 17



OPINION

1T

SUNDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER 2025

Continues in page 17

tate to redirect their sourc-
ing elsewhere. Ethiopia
offers one such destina-
tion. Over the last decade,
Ethiopia has deliberately
built competitive indus-
trial parks such as Hawas-
sa, combining ultra-low
labour costs, subsidised
utilities, and integrated
logistics to lure global ap-
parel brands.

Firms there enjoy structur-
al advantages that Lesotho
does not yet match. Add
in Asia with Vietnam,
Bangladesh, and Cam-
bodia leading the pack
through economies of
scale, integrated

textile value chains, and
world-class shipping net-
works and you see how
fragile Lesotho’s position
has become. Global buyers
are pragmatic: they will
not wait for us to solve our
problems when alterna-
tives are already waiting
with open arms.

That is why these negotia-
tions in Washington carry
such urgency. Without re-
lief, closures in factories in
Lesotho are almost inevita-
ble. Thousands of Basotho
families will suddenly face
unemployment, and the
knock-on effects will rip-
ple through schools, small
shops, taxis, and entire
communities. Lesotho’s
economy leans heavily on
textiles as a core pillar of
export earnings, and any
collapse here will shake the
country’s already fragile
economic foundations.
Importantly, Lesotho is
not crying alone. South
Africa, Madagascar, Mau-
ritius, and Kenya have all
mobilised to press their
own cases to Washington.
Madagascar, for example,
has openly

warned that 60,000 jobs
in its textile sector are at
risk. Kenya has dusted off
its earlier pursuit of a bi-
lateral trade deal with the
U.S. to seek protection for
its industries. This conti-
nental

mobilisation shows that

Lesotho’s plea is part of

a larger African alarm.
Washington cannot ignore
this chorus without under-
mining its Africa strategy,
especially at a time when
China and other powers
are actively deepening
their influence on the con-
tinent.

But here lies the central
tension: can the U.S.
realistically bend on its
10% baseline? That’s what
I doubt could happen. In
Washington, that floor has
been presented as a matter
of principle, a demon-
stration of “reciprocity”
designed to quiet domestic
critics who argue that
AGOA gave Africa free
rides for too long. To roll
it back for one country
risks setting a precedent, if
America compromises on
its 10% baseline tariffs for
Lesotho even if it’s on a
humanitarian card, they
would have set a precedent
that other countries can
beg USA to give them 0%
as well. Politically, it is a
hard sell and I really don’t
think USA will give Leso-
tho anything below 10%
baseline no matter how we
can sell a desperate case of
vulnerability.

Yet again, trade policy is
never carved in stone. The
U.S. has a track record of
making surgical exceptions
when the humanitarian
costs are severe and the fi-
nancial costs are minimal.
Lesotho fits that profile
perfectly: our export vol-
ume is tiny in the grand
scheme of U.S. trade, but
the livelihood impact is
colossal at home. Granting
relief to Lesotho would
not shake American in-
dustries, but it would save
thousands of jobs here

and generate goodwill that
strengthens

Washington’s standing in
Africa.

So what is realistically
possible? We should not
dream of a wholesale
exemption, but we can
hope for carefully designed
carve-outs. The U.S. might

reduce tariffs to zero only

on specific

apparel lines, or grant
temporary waivers for two
or three years to allow
breathing space.

Another possibility is
quota-based relief, letting
a fixed volume of Lesotho’s
garments enter duty-free.
Each of these models
would let Washington pre-
serve its political principle
while also demonstrating
flexibility.

But let us not be naive:
America does not give
without taking. Relief will
almost certainly come
with conditions. Some
will be symbolic, others
substantive. On the softer
side, Washington may
expect Lesotho to deliver
public diplomacy wins like
high-profile visits, public
thanks, and statements
aligning with U.S. narra-
tives. But there may also
be tougher requests: like
voting alignment at the
United Nations, greater
security cooperation, or
opening our procurement
markets to American
firms. At worst, they
might even push us to
loosen our ties with Chi-
na, given the U.S. and
China rivalry.

For a small country ne-
gotiating from despera-
tion, these demands are
dangerous. The challenge
is to give away symbols,
not sovereignty. Public
gestures and UN votes are
cheap but binding eco-
nomic concessions that
limit our future develop-
ment choices are not. Our
negotiators must be vigi-
lant in drawing red lines.
What happens if Lesotho
succeeds? At best, we save
12,000 jobs, stabilise our
export base, and buy time
to build competitiveness.
But that time must not be
wasted. Relief should be
coupled with reforms:
investing in local textile
inputs, diversifying prod-
ucts, raising productivity,
improving our environ-
ment for a successful
industrialization that can
attract investors and I

would argue even diversi-
fying our exports to other
markets outside the U.S.
Only then will Lesotho
stand a chance to compete
without leaning perma-
nently on mercy.

And what if we fail? Well,
the consequences will be
immediate and devastat-
ing. Factories will close
down. Jobs will vanish.
Export revenues will
shrink, straining foreign
reserves and

weakening the loti. In-
vestor confidence will
crumble. The deindustri-
alisation of our garment
sector would not just be
an economic loss; it would
be a social catastrophe that
could take

generations to repair.

'That is why this delega-
tion’s mission is not a
technical exercise, it is a
fight for Lesotho’s future.
We must present a

case that is firm, evi-
dence-based, and compas-
sionate. We must make
Washington see not just
trade statistics but human
lives: the 12,000 Basotho
workers who risk

losing everything, the fam-
ilies who depend on their
wages, the fragile stability
that hangs in the balance.
And we must also show a
plan, a commitment that
any reprieve we receive
will be used as a spring-
board for real transforma-
tion.

At the end of the day,
AGOA or any American
mercy cannot carry us for-
ever. At best, it can buy

us time. And what we do
with that time will de-
fine whether our garment
sector survives or fades
into history. If we use it
to strengthen our founda-
tions, we can stand taller
in the global economy as
a textile production pow-
erhouse. If we squander it,
we will find ourselves back
here again,

only weaker.

Lesotho must hope for
mercy. But more impor-
tantly, Lesotho must pre-
pare for transformation.
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LESOTHO COMMEMORATES IDENTITY DAY

By: Lemohang Botsane

he Ministry of

Local Government,

Chieftainship,
Home Affairs and Police
commemorated the na-
tional identity document
day, focused on education,
themed “My Identity. My
Umbrella”.
‘Mamphaka Mabesa, the
Principal Secretary in the
Ministry of Local Govern-
ment said the event was
meant to celebrate and
understand the correla-
tion between identity and
education.
“Today in particular, we
are focused on the educa-
tion sector and I am hope-
ful that we will all learn
the importance of edu-
cation and identity, their
relationship as well as
the opportunities sur-
rounding identity and
education, not forgetting
the challenges,”
said Mabesa.
She went on to explain
that ID day was celebrated
particularly for inclusion,
protection and employ-
ment.
“ID day is not only a
celebration but a moment
of reflection and action
on how legal identity can
improve service delivery
in key sectors, especially
education,” Mabesa
informed.

Dr Makhube Ralenkoane,
Principal Secretary in the
Ministry of Education,
bestowed his apprecia-
tion to the ministry of
Local government for the
supportive and generous
endeavour where the min-
istry tried to strike balance
between education and
identity.

“We are highly grateful
for this thoughttul sub-
ject. Through education,
we influence values that
tell us who we are. We are
journeying this pathway
from the ECCD up to
tertiary level,” Ralenkoane
said.

Director of National
Identity Civil Registry,
Napo Khuele, explained
the purpose of commem-
orating ID day, saying the
day focuses on identity in
terms of education.

“It is also a hurdle when
someone is registered with
a certain name and sur-
name and other names on
different identity docu-
ments, as this may lead to
one missing out

on opportunities such as
scholarships.”

Khuele urged every parent
to ensure that their chil-
dren do not miss out on
opportunities for such
reasons, adding that those
who already have prob-
lems with their identities

can be helped.

Representatives from
Council on Higher Edu-
cation (CHE), National
Manpower Development
Secretariat (NMDS),
Examinations Council of
Lesotho (ECOL) as well
as representatives from
primary schools, tertiary
and non-formal education
also

weighed in and showed
the importance of identi-
ty in education and how
it affects school children,
highlighting challenges
presented and how to
overcome them.

Acting UNICEF country
representative Bob Much-
abaiwa encouraged the
ministry to digitalise the
registration of identity
documents since the world
is evolving. He commend-
ed the government of
Lesotho for having imple-
mented the registration of
birth rights at birth.

“A legal identity is the
foundation upon which
individuals can access
essential services, exercise
their rights and partic-
ipate fully in society. It

is crucial for social and
economic inclusion, en-
abling citizens to contrib-
ute to their communities
and countries. In Lesotho,
education plays a vital role
in promoting identity and
citizenship,” Minister of
Education, Professor Ntoi
Rapapa lamented.

He also urged people to
commit to universal legal
identity by agreeing to
collaborate to strengthen
identity systems, especially
documentation processes
and access to identifica-
tion, promote education
and awareness in commu-
nities and schools about
the importance of legal
identity as well as to em-
power marginalised com-
munities by

ensuring that vulnera-

ble groups have access to
identification and related
essential services.

“As we celebrate, let us
recognise the significance
of legal identity in en-
abling

learners’ progression and
the eventual education
success which promises
wealth

and happiness for us all.
Together we can create a
future where every indi-
vidual has the opportunity
to thrive,” Rapapa said.
The acting Minister of Lo-
cal Government, Stephen
Mputi, also weighed in,
reflecting

on the importance of this
communication.

“Today we reflect on the
power of legal identity as
a tool of empowerment,
inclusion and national
development. Over the
years, Lesotho has made
remarkable progress in
ensuring that our people
have access to civil regis-
tration and national iden-
tity.

Between 2019 and 2023,
the birth registration rate
rose from 21 per cent to
61

percent, with 81.6 percent
of children under five now
registered. At the same
time, around 90 percent
of the population aged 16
and above holds a nation-
al ID card,” highlighted
Mputi.

“However, the education
sector still lags behind.
Despite the wide availabil-
ity of legal identity docu-
ments, schools continue
to face challenges in fully
integrating it’s use in
enrollment and exam-
inations. This is why, as
we celebrate this ID Day
2025, we

shine a spotlight on the
education sector. It is time
for all schools at all levels
and

other educational insti-
tutions to fully embrace
the use of identity in the
enrollment

and examination process,”

concluded Mputi.
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SECTION 2 Condemns Unlawful Restrictions

on Public Processions

BY: Staff Reporter

ECTION 2, no-
toriously known
for taking the law

seriously as The Advocates
for the Supremacy of the
Constitution, could not
just sit and watch the
Matekane-led administra-
tion use unjust practices to
shut down Basotho’s griev-
ances undemocratically
this week.

The advocates strongly
condemned what they de-
scribed as “unlawful prac-
tices” by the police and
the prime minister’s Office
regarding public proces-
sions. They alleged

that these actions violate
human rights and under-
mine constitutional rights
and democratic principles.
This came after MPs in
parliament this week en-
gaged in a bitter debate,
expressing their displeasure
at how the prime minister
was allegedly doing things
against the law to protect
himself from public pro-
tests.

The debate was motivated
by several attempts by dif-
ferent groups who wished
to protest against the gov-
ernment but were rejected
by the police on some
excuse that they needed to
first seek permission from
the prime minister himself
before marching to him;

a new thing everyone has
ever seen until the current
government.

“Instead of denying the
workers the right (to pro-
test), the police should

set conditions to ensure
nothing is vandalised and
people’s lives are not put
in danger,” TMNitso Cheba,
MP for Makhoroana, who
later tabled an urgent mo-
tion condemning police

restrictions on demonstra-
tions, said.

‘Machabana Lem-
phane-Letsie, leader of
HOPE and Chairperson of
the Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC), weighed

in heavily in the debate,
saying there are laws

that have been designed to
govern protests, assuming
that the conditions that
the

police are giving, signalling
instability, do not appear
in any of the laws.

In its statement, just like
the house, SECTION 2
says it was deeply con-
cerned about these reports
of police contradicting the
Public Meetings and Pro-
cessions Act No. 14

of 2010.

According to them, the
decision to grant or refuse
permission lies with the
police who are entrusted to
provide written reasons for
any refusal based on ex-
ceptional and compelling
circumstances.

The advocates of the Su-
premacy of the law alleged
that by denying the Baso-
tho this permit, the prime
minister’s office was active-
ly working to suppress the
right to peaceful assembly,
claiming that officials in
his office are tasked with
persuading the people to

abandon their plans, an act
that Section 2 describes as
a “blatant abuse of
authority.”

The advocates have now
raised concerns about the
appointment process of the
individuals within the
prime minister’s Office
who are allegedly interfer-
ing with the right to pro-
test. They raise concerns
of transparency in their
recruitment process,
demonstration of compe-
tence or merit involved in
their appointment.

To strengthen their accu-
sations, SECTION 2 cites
the Lesotho Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
and Others vs the Com-
missioner of Police and
Others case where Justice
Peete held that police
should generally grant
permission for marches/

protests or processions
unless there are exceptional
circumstances related to
public safety and order,
Therefore, disagreement
with the purpose of any

of these or its political
sensitivity should not be
grounds for refusal.
SECTION 2 demands that
the police make decisions
on notices within two
days,

provide written reasons for
any refusal of permission
and that the police cease
referring individuals to the
Prime Minister’s Office
and start doing their job.
They encourage individu-
als whose previous notices
were frustrated by these
alleged practices to resub-
mit their notices of inten-
tion to hold processions at
least seven days in advance,
urging the police to priori-
tise these notices and make
decisions as required by
law.

This statement by SEC-
TION 2 underscores the
importance of upholding
constitutional rights and
ensuring that public offi-
cials act within the bounds
of the law.

Their demands call for
greater transparency and
accountability in the han-
dling of public assemblies

and processions.
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Senators warn of lllegal liquor

trade, endangering community

members’ lives

BY: Tholoana Lesenya

MASERU

empers flared in

the Senate this

week as lawmakers
sounded the alarm over
what they described as a
“lawless liquor trade” that
is spiralling out of con-
trol and endangering lives
across Lesotho.
The debate, which quick-
ly grew heated, laid bare
deep concerns that liquor
traders are operating
without respect for the
law, opening late into the
night and creating hot-
beds of
crime and risky behaviour
in local communities.
Leading the charge was
Senator ‘Mabataung
Mokhathala who stood up
to press the Leader of the
House, Matjato Moteane,
on what action govern-
ment is taking through
the
Ministry of Tourism, Cul-
ture, Youth and Sports,
the ministry responsible
for licensing and regulat-
ing liquor outlets.
“Every day, as members
of these communities, we
see what is happening,”
Mokhathala declared.
“Liquor businesses open
whenever they want and
no one seems to stop
them. Around these plac-
es, prostitution is rampant
and used condoms are
being thrown everywhere.
This careless behaviour is
a direct danger to public
health.” Her blunt words
drew nods of agreement
from other Senators who
argued that the growing
culture of unregulated
drinking is tearing at the
fabric of society.

Senator ‘Makholu Mo-
shoeshoe added her voice,
warning that the conse-
quences go far beyond
noise and disorder.
“These establishments are
hazardous,” she said.
“They do not just harm
the people living near-
by, even the customers
themselves are at risk. The
reckless behaviour that
happens in and around
these places is putting ev-
eryone in danger. We need
action now, not later.”
The Senators painted a
miserable picture, neigh-
bourhoods disturbed late
into the night, families
worried about children
walking past drinking
spots and vulnerable
people drawn into cycles
of alcohol abuse and risky
sexual encounters.

Some Senators noted that
while the law clearly sets
limits on when liquor can
be sold, in practice, those
rules are widely ignored.
Traders often keep their
doors open well past

legal hours, some oper-
ating as though they are
untouchable.

Mokhathala pressed fur-
ther, asking Moteane
whether the ministry has
inspectors or monitoring

systems in place.
“Communities feel aban-
doned,” she said.

“We cannot continue
watching while our peo-
ple’s health and safety are
put at risk.” The Leader of
the House acknowledged
the seriousness of the con-
cerns and promised

to convey them to the
ministry. However, Sen-
ators insisted that words
are no longer enough.
They demanded visible
enforcement, rom shut-
ting down illegal outlets
to holding business own-
ers accountable.

The debate also touched
on the public health crisis
that unchecked liquor
trading fuels.

Easy access to alcohol,
Senators argued, worsens
domestic violence, in-
creases road accidents and
exposes young people to
exploitation.

“Too many young men
and women are falling vic-
tim,” Moshoeshoe said.
“What starts as a night
out too often ends in vi-
olence, disease or broken
homes. That is the reality
on the ground.”

The Senate discussion
comes at a time when
many Basotho are voicing

frustrations about alcohol
outlets mushrooming in
every corner, from small
villages to busy towns.
Community leaders

have long complained
that these businesses are
eroding social values and
putting pressure on an
already fragile health and
policing system.

By the end of the debate,
Senators were united on
one point; government
can no longer look the
other way. They urged the
ministry to roll out clear
enforcement measures,
tighten licensing proce-
dures and work hand-in-
hand with police and local
councils to bring back
order.

For now, though, resi-
dents continue to live
with the noise, litter and
dangers that accompa-

ny unregulated drinking
spots. And unless swift
action follows, Senators
warned, the lawless liquor
trade will keep thriving
at the expense of public
safety.

“Every day we delay is
another day our people
suffer,” Mokhathala con-
cluded.

“The ministry must step
in before it is too late.”



m ADVERTS 1T SUNDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER 2025

(

,/-"-
2
>

VACANCY RE-ADVERTISEMENT

The Lesotho Communications Authority (the Authority) was established by an Act of Parliament in 2000 as a regulatory body
responsible for regulating the telecommunications sector in Lesotho. The Authority has a three-year Strategy in place for 2023 -
2026. The Authority is operating in a rapidly changing and exciting communications sector that forms the economic backbone
of the country, and it provides its employees with growth opportunities. The Authority is looking for a strategic leader, energetic
and resilient Lesotho citizen to occupy the position of Chief Economic Affairs Officer (CEAO). The role provides excellent career
prospects for suitable candidates to make contributions to the communications sector in Lesotho. This is a five (5) year fixed-
term contract of employment.

POSITION QUALIFICATION & EXPERIENCE

Master’s degree in economics, or similar discipline with 7
years working in the field and 5 years at managerial level,
OR

Bachelor’s degree in economics or similar disciplines with
10 years working in the field and 5 years at managerial
level.

Chief Economic Affairs Officer (CEAO)

The Chief Economic Affairs Officer (CEAO) reports to the Chief | ¢ Execute the corporate projects to achieve cor-
Executive Officer (CEO). The Chief Economic Affairs Officer is porate goals.
responsible for overseeing the economic regulation of licensees | * Optimise resources allocation and utilisation for
in the communications sector and manages corporate projects optimal corporate performance and delivery.
of the Authority. The key mandate of the positionisto ensure | ¢ Identify and mitigate corporate projects
effective compliance with regulatory frameworks, promotion * delivery risks.
of fair competition, and coordinating the successful * Implement optimal projects delivery frameworks
implementation of corporate projects in collaboration with and systems / processes.
internal and external stakeholders. 3. Strategic Planning and Leadership.
* Deliver corporate goals and objectives through
IKey Performance Areas and Responsibilities: effective team leadership.
* Develop, coach and mentor divisional staff.

1. Economic Regulation Execute effective stakeholder engagement pro-
* Develop and implement economic regulatory grammes with government and industry key stake-

policies and frameworks to ensure fair competi- | holders.

tion and compliance with relevant laws. 4. Regulatory Compliance and Perfor-
* Conduct comprehensive market analysis to as- mance

sess market trends, performance, and regulatory Reporting.

compliance. * Implement effective regulatory and compliance
* Manage effective tariff structures and pricing frameworks and matrix to track performance of

regulations to protect consumer interests and pro- the division and other key stakeholders.

mote industry competitiveness. 5. Continuous Improvement and Innova-
* Collaborate with industry stakeholders to pro- tion.

mote transparency and engagement. * Develop comprehensive improvement and inno-
* Prepare comprehensive reporting and feedback vations plans to enable technology integration

infrastructure. that aligns with international trends and best
2. Corporate Project Management. practices.

How to apply:

Interested candidates shall submit an application letter, detailed curriculum vitae and certified copies of educational certificates.
The application letters shall be addressed to:

The Chairman of the LCA Board,

30 Princess Margaret Road, Old Europa,

P. O. Box 15896, Maseru 100.

All applications shall be electronically submitted to chairman@]ca.org.ls on or before 17:00 on 16 October 2025.
Enquiries may be directed to the Corporate Secretary on chairman@lca.org.ls or call (+266) 5971 1680.

For a detailed job description for this position, visit our website at: www.lca.org.ls

Disclaimers:

. Applications received after the closing date will not be considered.

Correspondence will be directed to short-listed candidates only.

Selection interviews for short-listed candidates will be at a date, time and place determined by LCA.
Short-listed candidates will be required to authenticate information provided in the CV.

LCA reserves the right to leave an advertised position unfilled if no suitable candidate is identified.
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Using Music Therapy to Decrease

By: Staff Reporter

id you know mu-
sic has been used
in child develop-

ment and literacy to count-
er short concentration
spans and improve mem-
ory and vocabulary? It has
also been used in health
campaigns to promote
HIV/AIDS prevention
messaging, encouraging
community engagement
and raising awareness.

'This was revealed this
Friday in Masrru during
the Lesotho Alliance for
Maternal Mental Health
Launch.

‘Mateboho Refiloe Makote,
founder of Love Maternity
Lesotho, said the launch
was a groundbreaking
milestone for maternal
health in Lesotho.

“And this is happening
because the Communi-

ty Health Interventions
through Musical
Engagement for Maternal
Mental Health (CHIME)
project joined hands,” Ma-
kote said.

CHIME is a four-year
global research project that
works towards improving
the mental health and well-
being of antenatal women
in The Gambia, South
Africa and Lesotho. It aims
to generate evidence on
how culturally embedded
music-based interventions
can be used to improve
maternal mental health.
Dr Maama, Director Pri-
mary Health Care, speak-
ing on behalf of the Minis-

WE OFFER:
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try of Health, said mental
health was a huge concern
for Lesotho.

“We are facing high ma-
ternal mortality as well as
neonatal mortality,” she
said,

adding that this has been

a concern for the ministry,
hence the launch of the
project.

Dr Maama said before im-
plementing the project, the
ministry explored and dug
more into Basotho indig-
enous practices, gathering
evidence to make interven-
tions evidence-based.
“Some of the things that
we have been practising as
Basotho, I think we're just
taking them for granted be-
cause we were saying, What
can music do? So we are
very grateful for this mo-
ment because as we ad-
dress maternal health we
are going to achieve good
maternal health outcomes,”
Dr Maama asserted.

Dr Zulu, speaking on be-
half of Dr Innocent Nwan-
jira, the World Health
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Maternal Mortallty

Organisation (WHO)
representative for Lesotho,
said many women experi-
enced changes in their
mental health during
pregnancy and a year after
birth, saying one in five
women will experience
mental health conditions
during pregnancy and also
one year after that birth.
“Pregnancy, birth, any par-
enthood may change and
may be stressful because it
causes change to the
woman’s identity, physical
health and economic situa-
tions,” Dr Zulu highlight-
ed.

He stated that perinatal
anxiety and depression in
this period are also very
common, affecting one in
10 women in high-income
countries and one in five
women in low and mid-
dle-income countries.

Dr Zulu said there were
many gaps in the Lesotho
health sector legal frame-
work, policy, infrastructure,

skilled workforce and the

quality of service delivery,

especially in the maternal
mental health.

“However, he applauded
the ministry for making
strides in addressing the
gaps through the develop-
ment of the mental strat-
egy, building of mental
treatment units and all
difficulties there are within
hospitals and strategies to
be implemented to

change the course. Mental
and child services are in a
unique position to offer
support for the women and
their mental health,” he
emphasised.

It was said that the
CHIME project came at
an opportune time and will
surely be a game changer,
calling the ministry and

all partners to join hands
to ensure the good mental
health of mothers and their
healthier lives and best
development outcomes

for children.

The project chapter in
Lesotho aims to explore the
role of traditional music in
promoting maternal men-
tal health since its strong
traditions make it an ide-
al setting to explore the
potential of music-based
approaches to support ma-
ternal mental health.

It is funded by the Nation-
al Institute for Health and
Care Research (NIHR)
Global Health Programme
using UK internation-

al development funding
from the UK government
to support global health

research.
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Pirates Punish Lioli in Bloemfontein
with Ruthless 3-0 Win

L

. A

By: LitSitso Letsunyane

Bloemfontein -

rlando Pirates
showed no mer-
cy. In front of a

buzzing Toyota Stadium,
the Soweto giants handed
Lesotho’s Lioli FC a harsh
footballing lesson, running
out 3—0 winners in the first
leg of the CAF Champions
League tie.

For Lioli, it was a night
that started with hope but
ended in a brutal reminder
of the gulf between domes-
tic dominance and conti-
nental demands.

A Tale of Two Halves

Lioli managed to hold the
Buccaneers at bay for the
first 45 minutes, thanks
largely to the reflexes of
goalkeeper William Huni.
He denied Thabiso Lebitso

with a fine save and saw

Appollis waste a golden
chance from close range.
By halftime, Tse Nala had
done the improbable: keep
the scoreline goalless.

But football rarely rewards
resistance without coun-
terpunches. Four min-
utes into the second half,
Tshegofatso Mabasa broke
the deadlock with a bullet
header from Deon Hot-
to’s corner. Soon after, the
striker struck again—this
time latching onto a pass
from Relebohile Mofokeng
and drilling low past Huni.
Pirates had found their
rhythm, and Lioli had no
answer.

Mabasa nearly sealed his
hat trick minutes later, but
his header grazed past the
post. By then, the damage
was already decisive. Pirates
controlled the remainder
of the game and cruised to
a statement win. What It

| -

Means for Lioli
For the champions of Leso-
tho, the scoreline is a bitter
pill. Domestically, they are
flying high at the top of the
Vodacom Premier League,
fresh from beating Bantu
FC. But continental foot-

ball is a different battlefield.

This is Lioli’s fifth taste of
CAF Champions League
action since their debut

in 1986, when they were
thrashed by Tanzania’s Maji
Maji. Nearly four decades
later, the dream of making
a deep run remains elusive.
The return leg at Orlando
Stadium on 27 September
will demand nothing short
of a miracle. Overturning a
three-goal deficit against a
side in rampant form feels
near impossible. Pirates,
after all, are riding the
momentum of five straight
wins, including their 3-0
triumph in the MTN 8

=
| "__. . / .Ip:

final against Stellenbosch.
The Bigger Picture

Lioli’s defeat is not just
about 90 minutes of foot-
ball. It is about the hard
truth of where Lesotho
clubs stand in African
competition. Pirates had
the depth, the speed, and
the ruthlessness. Lioli had
pride and effort, but little
else.

For Lesotho football lov-
ers, the second leg will still
matter. Not as a chance

of turning the tie, but as a
test of character. Can Tse
Nala at least restore dignity,
or will Pirates tighten the
screw further?

Either way, Saturday after-
noon in Bloemfontein told
a familiar story: the Cham-
pions League is unforgiv-
ing, and Lesotho clubs

still have a long way to go
before they can dream of

belonging.
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ormer Minister

of Gender, Youth,

Sports and Rec-
reation, Dr. Mahali
Phamotse, has unveiled a
groundbreaking sponsor-
ship package worth M5.4
million for Lesotho’s B
Division League. The
three-year partnership
with the Lesotho Football
Association (LEFA) will
provide M1.8 million
annually to support the
league.
This is the first time a
third-tier league in Leso-
tho has secured a long-
term, dedicated spon-
sorship. To honor her

commitment, the league

o

sonal mission.

“What I want to see is
football grow in Leso-
tho,” she said at the un-
veiling.

in Africa but across the
world.”
Her vision goes beyond

also introduces commu-
nity-based development
initiatives across all ten

will now be called the Dr.  (istricts of Lesotho, in-
Mahali Phamotse B Divi- cluding:

sion League. . M10,000
A long-time advocate for  allocated to each district
youth empowerment and . Eight foot-
a supporter of local sport,  ball kits per district

Dr. Phamotse described . Two free

the sponsorship as a per-
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CAF

“I want to see our
players feature in leagues

in Egypt, Tunisia, Moroc-
co and beyond—not only

football. The sponsorship

&

Dr. Mahali Phamotse Injects
Over M5 Million into Lesotho
Football’s B Division
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driver’s licenses for select-

ed youth each year

. Career guid-
ance sessions for players
and young people

. Free safe-
guarding courses on
lightning safety
These measures are de-
signed to give players
life skills, protect them
on and off the field, and
create opportunities for
personal growth.
Dr. Phamotse urged fel-
low politicians and ofh-
cials to take sports devel-
opment more seriously,
noting that the absence
of proper infrastructure
continues to hold the
country back.

“With this support, I
want to set an example to
colleagues and officials in
government. This cannot
happen if we don’t have
infrastructure. All sport-
ing codes in the country
need it, and that re-
quires political will,” she
stressed.

She also expressed regret
over the state of football
facilities.

“It is painful to play
outside the country and
call it a home game. I
am embarrassed because
I was once minister, I
tried to do this and was
not successful, and that
still embarrasses me,” she
admitted.

The establishment of

the Dr. Mahali Pham-
otse B Division League
marks a turning point for
grassroots football. The
financial backing will
strengthen the league’s
competitiveness, channel
resources into communi-
ties, and give young play-
ers hope and structure.
Through her leadership
and personal invest-
ment, Dr. Phamotse has
demonstrated how sport
can be more than a game,
it can be a tool for na-
tional pride, youth em-
powerment, and lasting
change.
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