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US to “Extend” AGOA by a Year, Shelile

Confirms After Washington Visit

By: Staff Reporter

esotho’s trade
minister,
Mokhethi Shelile,

announced on Wednes-
day that the United
States plans to extend the
African Growth and Op-
portunity Act (AGOA)
by one year, a temporary
reprieve for the tex-
tile-dependent economy.
'The news followed his
return from a high-level
visit to Washington.
AGOA, which has given
African countries pref-
erential access to US
markets for nearly 25
years, was on the brink of
expiry. A barrage of tariffs
imposed by former US
President Donald Trump
on April 4 had already
rattled African exporters,
with many describing the
move as the death knell
for AGOA.

Lesotho took the hardest
hit when it was slapped
with a 50% tariff on
Trump’s so-called “Lib-
eration Day.” The shock
nearly crippled the
mountain kingdom’s frag-
ile export-led develop-
ment model, which relies
heavily on selling jeans
and T-shirts to the Amer-
ican market. Though the
tariff was later reduced to
15% in August, the dam-
age underscored the vul-
nerability of the sector.
Shelile, who led a trade
delegation to Washington
from September 15 to
19, said they met officials
from the House Ways
and Means Committee
and the Senate Finance

e
't

Committee. “They all
agreed that AGOA has

to be extended and they
promised us that by No-
vember or December at
the latest, it will be ex-
tended by a year,” he told
reporters.

AGOA is due to expire
on September 30. Local
companies benefiting
from it have warned that
any delay could result in
immediate job losses and
factory closures. Lesotho
currently qualifies for tex-

tile and apparel benefits
under AGOA, according

to the US Trade Repre-
sentative’s office.

Trade between the two
countries remains sig-
nificant. US goods and
services trade with Leso-
tho reached $276 million
in 2024, an increase of
4.6% from the previous
year.

Still, questions linger. A
White House spokesper-
son declined to comment
when approached. Mean-
while, Shelile warned
that his ministry will be
watching closely. “We
will be monitoring that

the extension comes into
force as promised, be-
cause if it does not, we
are risking losing more
jobs.”

Not everyone in Wash-
ington is aligned. A
ranking Democrat on the
Senate Finance Commit-
tee told Reuters: “The
Trump administration
has not informed finance
committee Democrats of
its position on renewing
AGOA. Ranking mem-
ber Wyden continues to
support renewing the
programme.”
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VACANCY RE-ADVERTISEMENT

EXCITING CAREER OPPORTUNITY WITHIN THE LESOTHO COMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY

The Lesotho Communications Authority (the Authority) was established by an Act of Parliament in 2000 as a regulatory body responsible for regulating the telecommunications sector in Lesotho. The Authority has a three-year Strategy in place for
2023 — 2026. The Authority is operating in a rapidly changing and exciting communications sector that forms the economic backbone of the country, and it provides its employees with growth opportunities. The Authority is looking for a strategic
leader, energetic and resilient Lesotho citizen to occupy the position of Chief Economic Affairs Officer (CEAO). The role provides excellent career prospects for suitable candidates to make contributions to the communications sector in Lesotho. This is a

five (5) year fixed-term contract of employment.

POSITION

QUALIFICATION & EXPERIENCE

Chief Economic Affairs Officer (CEAO)

he Chief Economic Affairs Officer (CEAO) reports to the Chief Execu-
ive Officer (CEO). The Chief Economic Affairs Officer is responsible for
bverseeing the economic regulation of licensees in the communications
ector and manages corporate projects of the Authority. The key man-
rafe of the position is to ensure effective compliance with regulatory
rameworks, promotion of fair competition, and coordinating the
uccessful implementation of corporate projects in collaboration with
nternal and external stakeholders.

Key Performance Areas and Responsibilities:

1. Economic Regulation

Develop and implement economic regulatory policies and frameworks to ensure fair competition and compliance with relevant laws.
Conduct comprehensive market analysis to assess market trends, performance, and regulatory compliance.

Manage effective tariff structures and pricing regulations to protect consumer interests and promote industry competitiveness.
Collaborate with industry stakeholders to promote transparency and engagement.

Prepare comprehensive reporting and feedback infrastructure.

2. Corporate Project Management.

Execute the corporate projects to achieve corporate goals.

Optimise resources allocation and utilisation for optimal corporate performance and delivery.

Identify and mitigate corporate projects delivery risks.

Implement optimal projects delivery frameworks and systems/processes.

3. Strategic Planning and Leadership.

Deliver corporate goals and objectives through effective team leadership.

Develop, coach and mentor divisional staff.

Execute effective stakeholder engagement programmes with government and industry key stakeholders.

4. Regulatory Compliance and Performance Reporting.

Implement effective regulatory and compliance frameworks and matrix to track performance of the division and other key stakeholders.
5. Continuous Improvement and Innovation.

Develop comprehensive improvement and innovations plans to enable technology integration that aligns with international trends and best
practices.

Master’s degree in economics, or similar discipline with 7 years working in the field and 5 years at managerial level,
OR
Bachelor’s degree in economics or similar disciplines with 10 years working in the field and 5 years at managerial level.

How to apply:

The application letters shall be addressed to:
The Chairman of the LCA Board,

30 Princess Margaret Road, Old Europa,

P. O. Box 15896, Maseru 100.

Interested candidates shall submit an application letter, detailed curriculum vitae and certified copies of educational certificates.

All applications shall be electronically submitted to chairman@)Ica.org.ls on or before 17:00 on 16 October 2025.
Enquiries may be directed to the Corporate Secretary on chairman@]ca.org.ls or call (+266) 5971 1680.
For a detailed job description for this position, visit our website at: www.lca.org.ls

Disclaimers:

. Applications received after the closing date will not be considered.

. Correspondence will be directed to short-listed candidates only.

. Selection interviews for short-listed candidates will be at a date, time and place determined by LCA.
. Short-listed candidates will be required to authenticate information provided in the CV.

L]

LCA reserves the right to leave an advertised position unfilled if no suitable candidate is identified.
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Defiance of Court Order as DPP
Motinyane Denied Access to Office

By: Seipati Matobo

irector of Pub-

lic Prosecutions

(DPP) Advocate
Hlalefang Motinyane
returned to work today
after a bruising legal
battle that culminated
in a landmark Constitu-
tional Court ruling. But
her victory was quickly
overshadowed by a dis-
turbing development:
the lock to her office
had been tampered
with, leaving her unable
to gain access, this is ac-
cording to sources close
to the matter.
The unsettling inci-
dent comes less than
24 hours after the Con-
stitutional Court ruled
that Prime Minister Sam
Matekane’s suspension
of Advocate Motinyane
was unconstitutional.
The tampering raised
questions about whether
resistance still lingers
within state institutions
to comply with the
judgment.
Court Rebuffs Prime
Minister
On Thursday, the High
Court sitting as the
Constitutional Court
delivered a judgment
that struck at the heart
of executive overreach.
The bench ruled that the
Prime Minister had no
authority to suspend the
DPP. By invoking alle-
gations of misconduct
without following the
procedure set out in Sec-
tion 141(7) of the Con-
stitution, Matekane had
acted outside the law.

The court went further,
describing the cascading
events that followed—
her being locked out of
her office, stripped of
her security detail, and
threatened with eviction
from her residence—

as consequences of an
unlawful act. They were
declared null and void.
In its final order, the
court reinstated Advo-
cate Motinyane with
immediate effect, issuing
a sharp reminder that
constitutional limits

are binding even on the
highest ofhice.

Law Society Reacts
Speaking to the Lesotho
Tribune, Law Society
President Advocate Lin-
tle Tuke said his organ-
isation would look into

today’s incident.

“We'll investigate and
have all the facts to
determine whether the
Law Society has any role
to play,” he noted.

[t was the Law Society
itself that mounted the
constitutional challenge
after the suspension was
imposed on 24 June.
Their legal victory now
sets a precedent on the
independence of pros-
ecutorial authority in
Lesotho.

Silence from Govern-
ment

Lesotho Tribune at-
tempted to reach Justice
Minister Richard Ramo-
eletsi for comment, but
his phone went unan-
swered. The Ministry has
not issued any statement

regarding the tampering
of Advocate Motinyane’s
office or on how the rul-
ing will be implemented
in practice.

A Serious Political Blow
The ruling represents
one of the most seri-
ous judicial reversals

for Prime Minister
Matekane since assum-
ing ofice. What began
as a move to discipline
the DPP has now been
struck down as uncon-
stitutional, exposing the
government to accusa-
tions of undermining
the rule of law.

Lesotho Tribune reached
out to Advocate Motin-
yane but our questions
remain unanswered at
the time of publication
of this article.
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Lesotho Highlights Its Commitment at the
APRM Africa Leaders Symposium 2025

By Staff Reporter

he APRM Africa
Leaders Symposium
2025, under the

theme “Advancing Africa’s
Digital Transformation:
Inspiring Action. Acceler-
ating Growth. Amplifying
Impact,” recently took
place at NASDAQ in New
York.

This annual event, estab-
lished in 2003 alongside
the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, serves as a
key platform for promoting
and advancing Africa’s Dig-
ital Transformation Agen-
da. It focuses on achiev-
ing an integrated digital
economy which is viewed
as essential for fostering
inclusive and sustainable
growth through high-

level discussions aimed at
driving investments, build-
ing strategic partnerships
and encouraging collabora-
tion among various stake-
holders, including both
government and non-gov-
ernment entities.

During the symposi-

um, Prime Minister Sam
Matekane emphasised that
digital transformation in
Lesotho represents not only
a pathway to economic
growth but also a crucial
tool for achieving inclusive
development and building
resilient communities.
“Africa must harness digital
transformation to close the
digital divide between the
developed and the develop-
ing countries and to em-
power our peoples and
communities,” the prime
minister added.

He proudly announced
that Lesotho is currently
leading the charge as the
chair of the African Un-
ion’s Specialised Technical
Committee on Commu-
nications and Information
Technology. This remarka-

ble position allows Lesotho

to play a pivotal role in
amplifying Africa’s voice

in global discussions about
the digital economy.

He also shared some ex-
citing milestones that
highlight Lesotho’s impres-
sive journey in the digital
realm. With enthusiasm,
he mentioned the nation’s
recent approval as a
member of the Smart Af-
rica Alliance, which un-
derscores its commitment
to digital advancement.
Additionally, he revealed
that Lesotho is gearing

up to host an AU mem-
ber state to validate the
ground-breaking Digital
Transformation Implemen-
tation Assessment Report,
marking yet another signif-
icant step forward for the
country’s digital initiatives.
“These are just indicative
milestones and platforms
that reaffirm Lesotho’s
commitment to collective
action, alignment and
innovation as the building
blocks of Africa’s sustain-
able and inclusive digital
future,” he emphasised.
Matekane highlighted how
Lesotho is positioning itself
at the forefront of digital
innovation by aligning

ORWAR
AFRICA :

LEADERS

its policies with regional
frameworks. A key initia-
tive in this transformation
is the rollout of a National
Digital Framework, which
includes pioneering pro-
jects like Digital Public
Infrastructure and digital
identity systems.

Despite impressive cover-
age, with over 95 percent
of the population con-
nected through terrestrial
networks, significant hur-
dles still exist. Matekane
pointed out the pressing
issues of affordability re-
garding digital devices and
high data costs that place a
strain on household budg-
ets.

As leaders gathered to
celebrate the milestones
achieved, Matekane
stressed the importance

of seizing the vast oppor-
tunities that lie ahead for
African nations. He pas-
sionately urged leaders to
prioritise investments in
connectivity, energy
infrastructure, digital skills
and digital trade, remind-
ing everyone that the
future of Africa depends on
these crucial developments.
“As leaders, our commit-
ment must be to ensure

that Africa’s digital trans-
formation is both sustaina-
ble and inclusive. We must
guarantee that no child,
no community and no
country is left behind,” he
affirmed.

Before stepping down,
Matekane spoke with pas-
sion about the vibrant fu-
ture he envisions for Afri-
ca—one that is digital and
driven by collaboration.
He emphasised the pro-
found belief that the conti-
nent thrives through unity,
shared goals and innovative
spirit. His words resonat-
ed, inspiring a collective
commitment to building a
stronger, more connected
Africa.

“Together let us inspire
action, accelerate growth
and amplify Africa’s impact
on the global stage.”
Present at the symposium
were several distinguished
Captains of FinTech and
Tech Industries, AU Dep-
uty Chairperson and com-
missioners of the AUC,
the CEO of the APRM,
the Deputy Mayor of New
York and other dignitaries
in advancing Africa’s
digital and governance
agenda.
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Lesotho Joins DRC, Timor-Leste and
Others as UN Vice Presidents

By: Staff Reporter

esotho has been
elected among
21 countries to

serve as Vice President of
the 80th Session of the
United Nations General
Assembly, joining fellow
newcomers such as the
Democratic Republic

of the Congo and Ti-
mor-Leste. The election
took place in New York
this week as the UN pre-
pares to open its latest
annual session. For Le-
sotho, a small mountain
kingdom with limited
global influence, the seat
provides an important
window to international
diplomacy and deci-
sion-making.

The position of Vice
President at the General
Assembly is not ceremo-
nial alone. The Assembly
elects 21 Vice Presidents
at the start of each new
session. Five seats are
automatically taken up
by the permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security
Council; China, France,
Russia, the United King-
dom, and the United
States. The remaining
positions are distributed
among regional groups
to ensure balanced geo-
graphic representation.
Vice Presidents preside
over plenary meetings
when the President of
the General Assembly is
absent. They also partic-
ipate in procedural deci-
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sions, ensuring that the
Assembly’s work contin-
ues without interruption.
The role therefore pro-
vides smaller nations like
Lesotho with visibility in
the complex machinery
of multilateral diploma-
cy.

Vice Presidents are cho-
sen through a straight-
forward process of
nomination by regional
blocs, followed by confir-
mation by the Assembly.
African states nominate
a set of candidates, as

do Asia-Pacific, Eastern
Europe, Latin America
and the Caribbean, and
Western Europe and
others. Once nominat-
ed, the entire Assembly
adopts the list without
controversy, as the out-
come is usually settled
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by consensus well in
advance. This method of
appointment dates back
to the early years of the
UN, designed to balance
influence among global
powers while keeping
space for smaller states to
occupy leadership posi-
tions. While the General
Assembly Presidency
rotates each year between
regional groups, the Vice
Presidencies offer broad-
er participation and a
chance for countries of
varying size to play a for-
mal role in the conduct
of global debate.

For Lesotho, this elec-
tion does not translate
into veto power or a
decisive voice over sub-
stantive resolutions. But
it is a recognition of the
country’s standing with-

in the African group and
an opportunity to be
seen on the world stage.
In moments of proce-
dural importance,such as
managing debates, steer-
ing contentious agenda
items, or ensuring order
during plenary sessions.
Lesotho will share the
dais with some of the
world’s largest powers.

In addition to Lesotho,
the list of Vice Presidents
for the 80th session
includes Andorra, Argen-
tina, Bangladesh, Cabo
Verde, Kenya, Lebanon,
Maldives, Montenegro,
Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia,
Venezuela, and others.
Together with the five
permanent Security
Council members, these
countries will form the
21-member Vice Presi-
dency team supporting
the General Assembly
President throughout the
year.

The practice of electing
Vice Presidents under-
lines one of the UN’s
core principles: the sov-
ereign equality of all
member states. By rotat-
ing such positions, the
Assembly ensures that
both powerful and small
nations share responsibil-
ity for the smooth run-
ning of its work. Leso-
tho’s election continues
that tradition, situating
the country within the
highest procedural tier of
the UN’s main delibera-
tive body.

BI]HLUI{UA MERCHANTS
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Russia’s “Scholarships” and Lesotho’s
Vulnerable Youth

By: Tholoana Lesenya

MASERU

ehind the polished

promises of free
education and
igh-paying jobs abroad,

one of the most dangerous
human trafhicking syn-
dicates in recent years is
spreading its reach. What
first appears as a golden
ticket to Russia is now
being unmasked as a baited
hook for vulnerable Baso-
tho youth.
For many families, a schol-
arship abroad is the dream
that justifies sacrifice. It is
the hope that a child will
return home transformed,
degree in hand, to lift
others with them. Yet dis-
turbing revelations suggest
that some opportunities on
offer are little more than
pathways into forced labor
and exploitation.
Former Minister of Edu-
cation and youth advocate
Dr. Mahali Phamotse has
long championed access to
international scholarships.
In an interview with Leso-
tho Tribune, she stressed
that her programme for
Russia is both genuine and
closely monitored.
“Every scholarship we ar-
range goes through a vet-
ting process. Agreements
are signed with universi-
ties, institutions, and host
families. The safety of our
children is paramount,” she
said.
But Dr. Phamotse’s careful
oversight stands in stark
contrast to another scheme
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gaining ground, known as
Alabuga. Operating under
the guise of scholarships
and overseas jobs, Alabuga
is increasingly being ex-
posed as a trafficking net-
work masquerading as an
education pipeline.
Victims describe how they
were enticed by glossy
advertisements promising
free tuition, travel, accom-
modation, and even lu-
crative work. Social media
influencers, trusted faces
with thousands of follow-
ers, were paid to amplify
the message, giving the
operation a thin sheen of
credibility.

In South Africa, this tac-
tic has already ensnared
dozens of young men and
women. Several influencers
have since admitted that
they unknowingly pro-
moted the network, only
realizing later that they had
helped funnel peers into
the hands of trafhickers.
'The same threat now hangs
over Lesotho.

Those who follow Alabuga’s
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call discover too late that
nothing is as advertised.
Survivors speak of pass-
ports confiscated on arrival,
confinement in abusive
conditions, threats of vio-
lence, and a life reduced to
unpaid labor. It is modern
slavery polished with the
language of opportunity.
Dr. Phamotse warns par-
ents to be vigilant. “If
someone says they will take
your child abroad, demand
written agreements. Ask
which universities are in-
volved. Consult the Minis-
try of Education or Labour.
Real scholarships are never
rushed and never secretive.”
The silence of official
channels only deepens

the unease. Attempts by
Lesotho Tribune to secure
comment from the Minis-
ter of Labour, Hon. T$eliso
Mokhosi, were unsuccess-
ful. Whether government
is aware of Alabuga’s oper-
ations, or how many Baso-
tho may already have been
entrapped, remains unan-
swered.

Human trafhcking thrives
on precisely this kind of
vacuum: secrecy, silence,
and neglect. Without ur-
gent awareness campaigns
and swift state interven-
tion, the next group of
victims may already be in
line.

What makes this story even
darker is the information
now reaching Lesotho
Tribune. Sources close to
government have alleged
that between seven and
nine young Basotho girls
from Northern Lesotho
were recently shipped to
Russia through the in-
volvement of two Members
of Parliament aligned to
the current government.
Whether these MPs acted
knowingly or were them-
selves manipulated remains
to be established.

Adding weight to these
concerns, a former MP
who requested anonymity
confirmed to this paper
that she herself was once
approached with a schol-
arship offer from the same
programme. She declined
after seeing the “require-
ments,” which she de-
scribed as deeply troubling.
For now, the picture is
incomplete. What is cer-
tain is that traffickers are
adapting their tactics to
exploit the dreams of the
young and the trust of
communities. And what is
equally certain is that Leso-
tho Tribune will continue
to investigate, to separate
legitimate opportunity
from the glittering chains
of deception.
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PAC Orders Nigerian Surveyor to Leave Gov
House after 34 Years

By: Tholoana Lesenya

MASERU

Nigerian national
who has lived in a
government house

for more than three dec-
ades has been ordered to
vacate the property with
immediate effect. The
Public Accounts Commit-
tee (PAC) on Thursday
instructed Faruk Idris, a
land surveyor who first
came to Lesotho in 1991,
to leave the Hills View
government house, saying
he had been staying there
illegally since his employ-
ment contract

expired.

PAC chairperson ‘Mach-
abana Lemphane-Letsie
told Idris that he was no
longer

employed by government
and had failed to provide
proof of a valid contract.
“You are no longer em-
ployed by the government,
or at least you failed to
provide your employ-
ment contract before this
committee. As a result,
we are instructing you to
vacate that government
house immediately,” Lem-
phane-Letsie said.

Idris arrived in Lesotho in
1991 under a two-sided
agreement between the
two countries and joined
the Ministry of Local
Government. As part of
the deal, the government
provided him with accom-
modation. Although his

initial contract ended in
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1993, he was recalled by
the Ministry of Public
Service under a special
arrangement.

In 2016, Idris joined the
Maseru City Council
(MCC) as a land surveyor
and later became Principal
Surveyor, a senior post

he held until his contract
expired in March this year.
The PAC, however, heard
that his contract had al-
ready expired in 2022 and
that an extension given by
then-Principal Secretary
Neo Liphoto was irregular
because the PS had no
authority to hire or extend
contracts.

The Prime Minister’s Gov-
ernment Assets Recovery
Task Team (GASARTT)
told the committee that
Idris had ignored repeat-
ed requests to vacate the
house. Advocate Seeng
Matsosa, who leads the
task team, said Idris had
also defied a 2017 court
order that directed him to
leave the property and pay

M12, 920 in rental arrears.

“I would like to bring to
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the attention of this com-
mittee that there is a court
order directing Mr. Idris
to vacate the house but he
never obeyed it,” Matsosa
said. The recovery team,
established in 2023, is
tasked with investigating
and reclaiming state

assets that have been Mis-
managed or fraudulently
occupied.

Idris admitted before the
PAC that he did not have
a residence permit, ex-
plaining that without a
valid employment contract
he could not apply for
one. He pleaded with the
committee to allow him to
stay until December, say-
ing he had nowhere else to
go. “With these 34 years

I have committed to this
country, I never intended
to break the law. I only ask
for more time to prepare
myself,” he said. But the
committee refused, saying
he had been given ample
time over the years.

Idris also claimed that
MCC owed him salaries
from April 2023 to March

this year, saying he was
verbally instructed to con-
tinue working under the
terms of his previous
contract. The committee
dismissed his claims, say-
ing he had been working
illegally since 2022 and
that he might in fact owe
the MCC for salaries he
received after his

contract expired.

The case has highlighted
broader concerns about
the poor management of
government houses and
assets. Auditor General
Mathabo Makenete has
repeatedly warned that
many government minis-
tries do not keep proper
asset registers, leading

to mismanagement and
abuse. PAC members said
Idris’ long stay in a gov-
ernment

house without authority
showed how state property
was being misused. The
committee instructed the
recovery team to take over
the house and ensure it is

handed to the rightful

beneficiaries.
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By: Lesotho Tribune

Reporters
eputy Commis-
sioner of Police
(DCP) Paseka

Mokete has been issued a
show-cause letter, accused
of tarnishing the reputa-
tion of the Lesotho Mount-
ed Police Service (LMPS).
His offense? Answering a
question honestly to the
Lesotho Tribune. Accord-
ing to thepost, Mokete
admitted he was not privy
to the details of a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MOU) signed between the
police and investment firm
Mergence, despite being
listed as a witness. For this
candour, he now faces the
threat of suspension.

At first glance, this appears
to be an internal discipli-
nary matter. But step back,
and it becomes a textbook
case of what ESG frame-
works describe as govern-
ance failure. It demon-
strates how institutions
corrode when image is val-
ued above integrity, when
secrecy is prized above
accountability, and when
transparency itself becomes
a punishable offense.

The Governance Pillar of
ESG

ESG is not only a corpo-
rate tool; it is increasingly
a measure of how public

institutions perform under
the pressure of accounta-
bility. The “G”; governance
demands transparency, eth-
ical leadership, and respon-
siveness to stakeholders.

In the case of the police,
the stakeholders are not
shareholders but the pub-
lic whose taxes fund the
service and whose rights
depend on its credibility.
By penalising Mokete

for admitting his lack of
knowledge, the LMPS
leadership has inverted

this principle. Instead of
encouraging honesty, it
punishes it. Instead of pro-
moting accountability, it
signals that silence is safer
than truth. And instead of
aligning with ESG stand-
ards that attract trust and
investment, it undermines
them.

Secrecy as Institutional
Culture

This episode exposes a

Lens

When Transparency Becomes
a Punishable Offense

e T

broader pathology: secrecy
has become institution-
alised in Lesotho’s gov-
ernance structures. lhe
police commissioner’s fury
at Mokete was not about
operational failure. It was
about optics — the fear
that a senior officer ad-
mitting ignorance would
embarrass the institution.
But embarrassment is not
a crime. What corrodes
institutions is the attempt
to airbrush reality. ESG
thinking is clear on this:
resilience comes not from
suppressing flaws, but from
confronting them. Com-
panies that bury bad data
eventually lose investor
confidence. Governments
that punish truth-telling
officials lose legitimacy.

In Lesotho, however, the
reflex is to shoot the mes-
senger. It is the official
who speaks plainly — not
the architect of questiona-

ble deals — who ends up
defending themselves in
disciplinary hearings.

Link to Pension Fund
Governance

This case cannot be di-
vorced from the wider
scandals swirling around
Lesotho’s public funds.
The MOU with Mergence,
which sparked Lesotho
Tribune’s questions, is
itself part of a larger story
of opaque financial ar-
rangements and conflicts
of interest in the pension
industry. At the centre of
this are unresolved ques-
tions about governance:
Who benefits? Who ap-
proves? Who scrutinises?
The Central Bank of Leso-
tho has faced criticism for
its failure to enforce proper
oversight. Pension funds
have allowed themselves to
be captured by conflicted

Continues in Page 12
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By: Staff Reporter

he Revenue Ser-
vices Lesotho
(RSL) 2 nd An-

nual Taxpayers Appre-
ciation Day brought a
vibrant atmosphere to
Maseru on Friday as the
people came together to
honour those making a
significant impact on the
nation through their tax
contributions.

In this ceremony, five
strategic partners and six
outstanding compliant
taxpayers were recog-
nised for their exempla-
ry commitment to tax
compliance. The strate-
gic partners, praised for
their invaluable contri-
butions such as expert
advice, information
sharing and developmen-
tal support, exemplified
how collaboration can
lead to a

thriving revenue system.
The RSLs public appreci-
ation serves not just as a
pat on the back but as a
clarion

call to continue these
essential partnerships
that bolster Lesotho’s

BUSINESSSEECONOMY

RSL 2 nd Annual Appreciation

Photo Ced: RSL

economic

resilience.

This year’s awards for
compliant taxpayers cel-
ebrated those who have
diligently

adhered to tax and cus-
toms laws over the past
three years, starting in
2023. Though the se-
lection criteria were
tough, it was fair—only
those who filed and paid
their taxes on time and
demonstrated exception-
al revenue growth were
honoured.

The Commissioner Gen-
eral of the RSL, Matha-
bo Mokoko, articulated
the purpose of the cel-
ebration, emphasising
that every tax contri-
bution, no matter how
small, is a vital building
block for Lesotho’s pro-
gress.

“Every contribution, no
matter how small, is a
brick in the foundation
of Lesotho’s develop-
ment,” she remarked,
highlighting the critical
role taxes play in funding
education, healthcare,
infrastructure and social
empowerment programs.

Mokoko urged taxpayers
to uphold their respon-
sibilities, noting that the
synergy

between government and
citizens is more crucial
than ever She asserted
that as Lesotho looks

to the future, it should
work on reducing its re-
liance on foreign aid and
focus on mobilising its
own resources, pointing
to the importance of tax
collection as a measure
of economic health and
an engine for growth and
investment.

Adding to the day’s
motivation, Minister

of Public Service Mpu-
ti Mputi echoed these
sentiments, reminding
attendees that the pros-
perity of Lesotho hinges
on the collective efforts
of its people.

He stressed that taxes
paid are the lifeblood of
the nation, allowing the
government to invest in
vital areas that foster a
prosperous and equitable
society.

Attendees were encour-
aged to view tax compli-
ance as a shared respon-

sibility, a

partnership that drives
progress rather than a
punitive obligation. The
message was clear: To-
gether, they can build a
brighter future for all.
The day was enriched by
the recognition of stra-
tegic partners, including
the Lesotho Defence
Force (LDF), Lesotho
Mounted Police Service
(LMPS), African Tax
Administration Forum
(ATAF), United Na-
tions Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), and
the American Embassy,
each honoured for their
unique contributions to
fostering

a culture of compliance.
Congratulations also
went out to this year’s
compliant taxpayers,
representing a

range of industries, in-
cluding Industrial and
Mining Solutions (PTY)
LTD, BME Lesotho
(PTY) LTD, Zurary
(PTY) LTD, Goldrush
Lesotho (PTY) LTD,
Moores Roland (PTY)
LTD, and Mascon
Freight (PTY) LTD.
Teboho Ralikhomo also
received

recognition for excel-
lence in Simplified Busi-
ness Taxation.

With a spirit of uni-

ty and celebration, the
Taxpayers Appreciation
Day served as a powerful
reminder of the critical
role that every taxpay-
er plays in shaping the
future

of Lesotho.
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RSL and FAFF Seal Pact to Curb

Corruption and Spur Jobs

By Malefo Thinyane

esotho Revenue
Services (RSL)
has signed a

Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the
Federation of Agents of
Foreign Firms (FAFF),
pledging to strengthen
compliance, foster trans-
parency, and unlock new
jobs. The agreement was
concluded in Maseru
this week.

RSL Commission-
er-General Advocate
"Mathabo Mokoko de-
scribed the partnership
as more than a formal
accord.
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“This is a commitment
to building a fair, trans-
parent, and accountable
economic system that
benefits every Mosotho,”
she said. “Through this
collaboration, we want
to create an enabling
environment for local
businesses while ensur-
ing every cent is ac-
counted for.”

Under the deal, FAFF
will provide data and
technical support to
RSL, enabling quicker
detection of irregulari-
ties and tighter oversight
of foreign firms. Several
ministries, including
Trade, Labour, and Lo-
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cal Government, are also
on board.

“Corruption and medi-
ocrity do not serve this
nation,” Adv Mokoko
added. “By working
together, we can build

a system rooted in
trust, sustainability, and
self-reliance.”

She stressed that the
ultimate goal is to pro-
tect resources for edu-
cation, healthcare, and
vulnerable groups, while
stimulating job creation
through fair regulation
of foreign businesses
and cross-border trade.
FAFF’s General Secre-
tary, Advocate Lehloka

Maphatsoe, reaffirmed
the federation’s role in
promoting ethical con-
duct among its mem-
bers. Public Relations
Officer Thabo Qhesi
urged entrepreneurs to
seize opportunities un-
der the Business Licens-
ing and Registration Act
of 2019, which reserves
space for agents of for-
eign firms.

RSL closed with a call
for cultural change:
building a mindset of
integrity and excellence,
particularly among the
youth, as the foundation
for lasting growth.
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Continued from page 9

service providers. And time
and again, public officials
tasked with asking ques-
tions are either silenced,
sidelined, or punished.
Mokete’s show-cause letter
is not an isolated event; it
is a symptom of systemic
resistance to transparency.
'The ESG Lens on Policing
Globally, police services
are not immune from ESG
scrutiny. Social respon-
sibility includes how law
enforcement treats dissent,
how it manages public
trust, and how it uses pow-
er. Governance, in turn,
covers the internal ac-
countability structures that
prevent abuse and ensure
credibility.

Lesotho’s police service

has often found itself in
headlines for the wrong
reasons: excessive use of
force, politicised opera-
tions, and weak internal
accountability. Adding to
that list the punishment of
a senior officer for speaking
to the press only deepens
concerns that governance is
treated as a nuisance rather
than a necessity.

When ESG analysts look
at countries for investment
risk, these institutional
signals matter. Weak gov-
ernance in one part of the
state bleeds into percep-
tions of the entire invest-
ment climate. If the police
punish transparency, what
faith can investors have

in regulatory agencies,
procurement processes, or
state-owned enterprises?
The Risk of Normalising
Retaliation

The governance failure here
is not just institutional

but cultural. Every show-
cause letter like Mokete’s
sends a message down the
ranks: loyalty to leadership
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trumps loyalty to truth.
Over time, this corrodes
morale, entrenches fear,
and breeds compliance
rather than courage.

It also normalises retalia-
tion. Today it is a police
officer being silenced for
answering a journalist.
Tomorrow it could be a
procurement officer ques-
tioning a tender, or a reg-
ulator probing a financial
deal. Once the culture of
punishing openness is en-
trenched, it spreads across
institutions.

And ESG investors notice.
Socially responsible funds,
development financiers,
and international partners
increasingly demand proof
that countries respect gov-
ernance standards. Where
there is retaliation against
transparency, funding dries
up, and reputational dam-
age lingers.

Why This Matters Beyond
Policing

The Mokete affair reso-
nates beyond the police
barracks. It touches on a
national dilemma: Lesotho
struggles with the basic
building blocks of gov-
ernance. Institutions too
often protect themselves
rather than the public,
shield elites rather than
serve citizens, and enforce
silence rather than encour-
age disclosure.

This is not merely a police
story. It is the same story
told through the collapse
of trust in pension fund
governance, through
opaque deals in mining
and energy, and through
politicised decision-making
in agriculture. The names
and faces change, but the
mechanics are the same.
The Lesson for ESG in
Lesotho

ESG is not just a check-
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list. It is a lens that reveals
whether institutions can
survive the shocks of scru-
tiny, crisis, and change.

In Lesotho’s case, the lens
keeps catching the same
flaw: governance is brit-
tle because it is allergic to
transparency.

DCP Mokete’s fate will tell
us whether the LMPS is
willing to embrace govern-
ance principles or whether
it will double down on its
culture of opacity. If he is
punished, the message will
be clear: honesty has no
place in the institution. If
the case is dropped, it may
mark a small but impor-
tant step toward aligning
police culture with the
governance standards that

Lesotho desperately needs.
Closing Warning

A show-cause letter may
look like a small adminis-
trative act. But in the ESG
framework, it is a flashing
red light. It warns that
governance is being in-
verted, that truth is being
criminalised, and that
institutions are mistaking
image management for
accountability.

The real danger is not the
embarrassment of one
honest comment. The real
danger is the institutional
culture that punishes can-
dour and rewards silence.
In ESG terms, that is not
just poor governance, it is
the beginning of collapse.
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L esotho Tribune

his week, the
Kingdom of
Lesotho made
significant strides on
the international stage
as Prime Minister Sam
Matekane led a high-level
delegation to the opening
of
the 80 th session of the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA).
Hosted in the IN Head-
quarters in New York,
this year’s session carried
the important theme,
“An Empowered Global
South for a Sustaina-
ble Future,” reflecting a
focus on collaboration
and development among
nations in the Global
South.
Prime Minister Matekane
was accompanied by
several influential cabinet
ministers including Hon-
ourables Mohlomi Mole-
ko, Lesaoana Pitso, Selibe
Mochoboroane,
Lejone Mpotjoane and
Dr RedXXelisitsoe Mat-
lanyane. Each minister

holds a portfolio

Lesotho Elevates its Status as one of the
Vice Presidents of UNGA 80th Session

deemed crucial to the
discussions surrounding
the assembly’s agenda
and

objectives.

Lesotho’s active par-
ticipation in this 80 th
session underscored the
country’s

commitment to multi-
lateralism and its rising
influence in global dis-
cussions. By stepping
into a role with height-
ened visibility, Lesotho
is well-positioned to
advocate for its national
interests as well as the
needs of other develop-
ing countries that face
similar challenges.

Key discussions during
the meeting focused on
pressing global issues,
including the urgent
need for reform in in-
ternational financial
institutions, strategies for
mobilising

resources to facilitate
sustainable development
and tackling critical chal-
lenges such as climate

change, debt sustainabili-
ty and equitable access to
emerging technologies.
Mpotjoane, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs and In-
ternational Relations, ar-
ticulated the necessity of
transcending traditional
dependencies characteris-
tic of North-South
cooperation.

While recognising the
historical significance of
these relationships, he ar-
gued that they alone can-
not adequately address
the extensive financing
and capacity gaps

that hinder efforts to
achieve the Sustaina-

ble Development Goals
(SDGs). Instead, he em-
phasised the importance
of fostering strong part-
nerships among nations
in the Global South,
enabling them to pool re-
sources and support one
another effectively

from the grassroots level.
Mpotjoane took pride

in showcasing Lesotho’s
abundant water resources

and significant potential
for renewable energy
generation. He painted a
compelling vision

of Lesotho as a future
hub for renewable energy
which could attract tar-
geted investments from
other Global South na-
tions eager to collaborate.
He furthermore reported
to the UN Department
of Political and Peace-
building Affairs

on the landmark progress
of Lesotho’s national
reforms, particularly
highlighting the success-
ful passage of the 10 th
Amendment to the Con-
stitution.

This achievement, Mpot-
joane informed, signifies
a critical step in strength-
ening the democratic
framework within the
country. He underscored
the vital importance of
reinforcing the relation-
ship between Lesotho
and the United Nations,
aiming to ensure the
successful completion

of ongoing reforms that
encompass the 11 th and
12 th Amendments to
the Constitution.

As Lesotho assumes its
role as Vice President of
UNGA 80, it stands at
the forefront of advocat-
ing for a shared vision of
sustainable development
and cooperative progress
among developing na-
tions, thus reinforcing its
commitment to a more
equitable global land-

scape.
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Another group of soldiers walk free

By: Tholoana Lesenya

he High Court

has once again

set free members
of the Lesotho Defence
Force (LDF) who were
facing serious murder
charges, sending mixed
emotions across the
country.
Barely a month has
passed since eight sol-
diers charged in the Mo-
hale Dam murder case
were acquitted. Now,
another group of five sol-
diers has been discharged
from
standing trial over a
separate killing incident
in Mafeteng more than a
decade ago.
The latest acquittal was
delivered on Tuesday by
Justice Polo Banyane,
who cleared the men of
all charges after ruling
that there was no evi-
dence linking them to
the crime.
The five freed soldiers
are Litekanyo Nyakane,
Khauhelo Makoae, Sebi-
lo Sebilo, Tsepo Tlhakeli,
and Thebe TSepe. They
had been accused of
killing Thabang Mosole,
Monyane Matsie, and
Pakiso Letabe during a
violent incident at Ha
Motanyane in Mafeteng
on April 7, 2012.
According to the pros-
ecution, the killings
followed a heated alterca-
tion at a local bar.
It was alleged that the
dispute escalated and
ended with soldiers
opening fire, fatally
wounding the three men.

—

The State argued that
the accused were part

of an army unit sta-
tioned in Mafeteng at
the time. However, the
court found that none
of the witnesses could
directly place them at the
scene as the ones who
pulled the trigger. In her
ruling, Justice Banyane
accepted an application
for discharge filed by the
defence. She pointed out
that although there was
indeed an army base in
the district, the accused
soldiers were

never identified as the
shooters.

“The evidence before
this court does not con-
nect the accused to the
offence they are charged
with,” Justice Banyane
stated. She added that
convicting them without
clear

identification would
amount to injustice.

The ruling was met with
mixed emotions.
Relatives of the accused

expressed deep relief after
years of waiting for judg-
ment.

For them, the long court

\

’1"’1

battle has finally come
to an end, allowing their
loved ones to move on
with their lives.
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By: Staff Reporter

anipulation is

never new. It

only changes
its costume. Yesterday it
wore robes of religion,
today it parades in the
language of policy and
reform. The method,
however, is constant:
flood the public with ab-
surdities until exhaustion
sets in, then retreat to a
half-truth and present it
as salvation.
The first step is always
disorientation. Promise
what cannot be delivered.
Announce subsidies that
will end hunger, budgets
that will balance them-
selves, reforms that will
be painless. The absurd-
ity is not an accident; it
is a weapon. It creates
confusion, blurs judg-
ment, and leaves people
desperate for relief.
Then comes the retreat.

EDITORIAL

The Timeless Mechanics of

A smaller promise, mod-
est and almost believable,
is offered. Citizens grasp
it eagerly. Compared to
the storm of nonsense,

it feels like truth. In that
moment, they do not
notice that the promise is
still empty. They are just
grateful it is not as gro-
tesque as yesterday’s lie.
This cycle is as old as
power itself. Plato ac-
cused the sophists of
dazzling with contradic-
tions, then slipping in

falsehoods disguised as

reason. Hannah Arendt
warned that totalitarian
systems overwhelm with
wild claims before sell-
ing small lies as tolerable
compromises. Orwell
showed that once lan-
guage itself is corrupted,
people mistake crumbs
of clarity for a feast of
truth.

Our tragedy is that we
fall for it again and
again. We sigh in relief at
the lesser falsehood. We
comfort ourselves with
moderation, forgetting

that moderation built

on a lie is still a lie. That
sigh of relief is the ma-
nipulator’s victory. It is
the moment when belief
is bought, cheaply, like
silence on the market.
The mechanics are time-
less because we, the audi-
ence, have not learned to
resist them. We measure
lies against lies, instead
of demanding truth. And
as long as we settle for
crumbs, we will always

be sold belief at a dis-

count.
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by:Silence Charumbira

s China celebrates the

76th anniversary of

the founding of the
People&#39;s Republic of
China (PRC), the signif-
icance of this milestone
extends far beyond Chinese
borders, offering profound
inspirations for developing
nations like Lesotho. The re-
markable transformation of
China from a war-torn, im-
poverished nation into the
world&#39;s second-largest
economy represents one of
history&#39;s most ex-
traordinary development
stories—one that provides
particular inspiration for Le-
sotho as it navigates its own
developmental challenges.
Strategic planning
China&#39;s success fun-
damentally rests on its
unwavering commitment
to long-term strategic plan-
ning. Since 1953, China has
implemented 14 five-year
plans, each building upon
the previous one&#39;s
achievements while adapt-
ing to new circumstances.
This culture of systematic
planning has enabled China
to rally its 1.4 billion people
around clear, measurable
goals—a lesson that reso-
nates deeply with Lesotho’s
own
need for systematic plan-

OPINION

for strategic development in

Lesotho

ning. The effectiveness of
China’s planning approach
lies not merely in setting
ambitious targets but in
ensuring they are achiev-
able and measurable. This
methodical approach has
enabled China to lift more
than 800 million people out
of poverty since

1978, according to World
Bank data. For Lesotho,
which continues to grapple
with poverty alleviation
among its 2.3 million cit-
izens, China&#39;s sys-
tematic approach to de-
velopment planning offers
compelling inspiration.
What makes China&#39;s
planning particularly in-
structive is its ability to
adapt strategies based on
results and changing global
conditions. The targeted
stimulus measures imple-
mented during various eco-
nomic cycles demonstrate
how strategic flexibility
can be maintained within a
structured planning frame-
work. This adaptability has
been crucial in helping
China maintain economic
momentum even during
global downturns, achieving
an average GDP growth
of over 9% annually since
1978.

Economic transformation,
global impact and leader-
ship in technology
China&#39;s economic
transformation is perhaps

most dramatically illustrated
by its contribution to glob-
al economic growth. The
nation now contributes ap-
proximately 30% of annual
global economic expansion,
making it not just a regional
power but a

fundamental driver of

the world economy. This
achievement is particularly
remarkable when consid-
ering that China was pre-
dominantly an agricultural
economy just four decades
ago.

China’s digital industry
generated a revenue of 8.5
trillion yuan (about $1.18
trillion) in the first quarter
of 2025, up 9.4% from the
same period last year ac-
cording to the

Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology
(MIIT). The growth rate
was 4.4 percentage points
higher than the same period
last year, MIIT data showed.
The country’s digital indus-
try alone reported revenue
of 35 trillion yuan (approx-
imately $4.9 trillion) in
2024, representing a 5.5%
year-on-year increase. The
added value of major man-
ufacturers of computers,
communication devices,
and electronic equipment
grew by 11.8%, demon-
strating the country&#39;s
successful pivot toward
high-value manufacturing
and technology sectors.
Strategic emerging indus-
tries now account for 13%
of China&#39;s GDD,
according to MIIT data,
highlighting the successful
transition from traditional
manufacturing to

advanced industrial sectors.
This transformation from
being primarily a producer
of low-cost goods to a leader
in advanced manufacturing

and technology offers
valuable insights for Leso-
tho&#39;s own industrial
development aspirations.
The country’s emergence as
a global technology leader
represents perhaps its most
significant achievement

in recent years. The MII'T
has announced plans to
accelerate development

in cutting-edge industries
including humanoid robots,
quantum information tech-
nology, and 6G networks.
The ministry&#39;s focus
on artificial intelligence-led
industrial transformation
reflects China&#39;s com-
mitment to positioning
itself at the forefront of the
Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion.

The statistics are compel-
ling: strategic emerging
industries now represent a
substantial portion of Chi-
na&#39;s economy, with Al
in manufacturing expected
to grow at a compound an-
nual growth rate of 14.8%.
Chinese companies like
Tencent and Alibaba are
developing sophisticated Al
systems for predictive ana-
lytics, quality

control, and operational ef-
ficiency, demonstrating how
technology can drive
industrial advancement.
For Lesotho, this trajectory
offers both inspiration and
practical guidance. The
systematic approach to
building technological
capabilities—from basic
infrastructure to advanced
research and development—
provides a roadmap for
countries seeking

to leapfrog traditional and
often skewed development
stages. China’s success in
quantum technology and

Continues in page 18
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By: Tholoana Lesenya

he High Court of
Lesotho has handed
down heavy sen-

tences in one of the most
brutal cases to ever come
before the bench, a crime
that left the Makhetha
family shocked and the
entire Ha-Lebentlele com-
munity traumatised. Deliv-
ering judgment

this week, Justice ‘Mafelile
Ralebese convicted the ac-
cused persons for what she
described as an “act of the
highest level of cruelty.”
The court found the group
guilty of murder, attempt-
ed murder, assault, arson
and

malicious damage to prop-
erty following the horrific
events of October 29,
2016, when the Makhetha
family home was attacked
after a church service.
According to court pa-
pers, the accused inten-
tionally caused the deaths
of Tumane Makhetha,
‘Malethole Makhetha and
‘Majane Makhetha. Survi-
vors were left with life-
altering injuries, includ-
ing Limakatso, Lethole,
‘Matsepiso and Tsepiso
Makhetha, who were as-
saulted and set on fire.
Another victim, Thabang
Motseko, was brutally
beaten, while ‘Marele-
bohile Mashoai suffered
serious bodily harm.

The accused persons also
torched Tumane Makhe-
tha’s vehicle and smashed
windows of the family’s
main house, leaving behind
a scene of ruin.

Justice Ralebese noted that
the violence was sparked by
superstition and unfound-
ed

accusations of witchcraft.
She said the accused car-
ried out the crime with
shocking cruelty, even as
‘Mathato Mafeisi was heard
uttering disturbing words
while sprinkling petrol on
one of the victims.

“The saddest part,” the
judge remarked, “is that
this family was attacked
for no reason, in their

own home, after a church
service. The woman the
claimed to be looking for,
’Mabongi, was not even
there. She may have gone
elsewhere for her own
reasons.” The judge stressed
that the survivors not only
lost their loved ones but
were left without a house
and vehicle, while the wid-
er community of Ha-Leb-
entlele was left traumatised
by the attack.

In her sentencing, Justice

Ralebese said punishment
should serve both as a
warning and a tool for
rehabilitation.

On counts one, two and
three (murder charges),
"Mathato Mafeisi was
sentenced to life imprison-
ment without parole. The
rest of the accused were
each handed 45 years’ im-
prisonment for each count.
On counts four to seven
(attempted murder), all
the accused received 25
years each, except Ramaku-
la Fusi and Jeremane Fusi,
who were acquitted. On
count eight (arson of the
vehicle), all were sentenced
to eight years.

On count nine (assault of
’Marelebohile Mashoai),
all were sentenced to two
years, except Nthabiseng
Moeti and Ramakula Fusi,
who were acquitted. On
count ten (damage to the
house), all were sentenced
to five years, except Ram-
akula Fusi and Jeremane

Life sentences handed down in
Ha-Lebentlele massacre

Fusi. On count eleven
(another arson charge), all
were sentenced to 10
years, except the two Fusi
brothers. The court ruled
that all sentences will run
concurrently.

Justice Ralebese said the
case should serve as a les-
son to those who resort to
violence and superstition.
She condemned the belief
in witchcraft that led to
such a savage attack and
said the law must protect
innocent people from such
baseless accusations. “This
incident has had a devastat-
ing impact on the Makhe-
tha family and their com-
munity,” she said. “It shows
the danger of superstition
and the cruelty that can
result when people take the
law into their own hands.”
The judgment brings to

a close nearly a decade of
waiting for justice, but the
scars left on the victims
and their community will
remain for years to come.
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Continued from page 16

biomanufacturing, areas
prioritized by MIIT for
2025, showing how strategic
focus on emerging technol-
ogies can create competitive
advantages.

Tangible development
achieved through planning
The Asian giant’s consistent
five-year plans demonstrate
a commitment to system-
atic development planning,.
However, the scale and
consistency of results
achieved by China offer
important inspirations for
enhancing the effectiveness
of Lesotho’s planning pro-
cesses.

First, the importance of
maintaining long-term
vision while adapting imple-
mentation strategies cannot
be overstated. China&#39;s
ability to maintain develop-
mental momentum across
multiple decades, despite
changing leadership and
global

circumstances, demonstrates
the power of institutional
continuity in development
planning. This suggests that
Lesotho’s planning processes
might benefit from stronger
institutional frameworks
that ensure continuity across
political transitions.

Second, China’s focus on
measurable outcomes and
regular assessment of
progress provides a model
for evidence-based policy
making. The detailed sta-
tistics regularly published
by institutions like MII'T
demonstrate how systematic
data collection and analysis
can inform policy adjust-
ments and ensure accounta-
bility in

development planning,.
Third, Chinas emphasis

on building domestic ca-
pabilities while engaging
with global markets offers
insights for small economies
like Lesotho. The coun-
try’s success in developing
competitive advantages in
specific sectors—from man-
ufacturing to technology—
shows how strategic focus
can enable smaller nations
to find their niche

in the global economy:.
Transformation founded in
infrastructure development
China’s infrastructure devel-
opment represents perhaps
the most visible symbol

of its transformation. As

of 2022, China’s highway
network exceeded 177,000
kilometers,

while its high-speed rail-
way network expanded to
45,000 kilometers. In 2024
alone, China’s national rail-
way system handled a record
4.08 billion passenger trips,
with the network moving
3.99 billion metric tons of
cargo.

The scale of China&#39;s
infrastructure investment
extends beyond transporta-
tion.

Current development plans
include 2,500 kilometers of
additional high-speed rail
and expansion to 461,000
kilometers of highways.
These massive infrastructure
projects have been critical
for enhancing connectivity
and supporting sustained
economic

growth across China’s vast
territory.

For Lesotho, with its
mountainous terrain and
dispersed rural populations,
China’s approach to infra-
structure development pro-
vides valuable inspiration.
The systematic investment
in connecting even remote
areas demonstrates how
infrastructure can serve as
an equalizer, bringing de-
velopment opportunities to
previously isolated
communities. China’s suc-
cess in building extensive
transport networks despite
challenging geographical
conditions offers a template
for addressing similar chal-
lenges in Lesotho.

The digital infrastructure
component is equally im-
pressive. More than 80%
of China’s administrative
villages now have 5G access,
according to MIIT data,
demonstrating

how systematic investment
in connectivity can bridge
urban-rural divides. This
comprehensive approach

to both physical and digital

infrastructure has been
fundamental to China’s abil-
ity to maintain economic
growth across diverse geo-
graphical regions.
Achievements in social secu-
rity and public safety
China’s development model
extends beyond economic
growth to encompass
comprehensive social securi-
ty systems and public safety
improvements. In 2024,
China witnessed a remarka-
ble 25.7% decline in crim-
inal cases compared to the
previous year, while main-
taining stable public safety
conditions nationwide.

The Chinese government
attaches great importance to
combating all types of
criminal cases. In 2024, the
authorities solved 22,000
cases related to firearms and
explosives, representing a
37.5% year-on-year decline.
These statistics demonstrate
the effectiveness of China’s
comprehensive approach to
public safety, combining
prevention, enforcement,
and community engage-
ment.

The success in crime reduc-
tion provides inspiration
for Lesotho, which faces

its own security challenges.
China’s systematic approach
to public safety—combin-
ing technology, community
policing, and preventive
measures—offers insights
into how

developing nations can ad-
dress security concerns while
building social cohesion.
China’s National Day cel-
ebrations represent more
than historical commem-
oration—they mark the
ongoing success of a devel-
opment model that has
transformed the lives of 1.4
billion people. The journey
from poverty to prosperity,
from agricultural economy
to technological power-
house, demonstrates that
with focused leadership,
strategic planning, and
consistent implementation,
dramatic transformation is
possible.

For Lesotho, China&#39;s
experience offers both
inspiration and practical

guidance. The systematic
approach to development
planning, emphasis on
measurable outcomes,
strategic focus on emerging
technologies, and commit-
ment to infrastructure
development provide a
framework that could en-
hance the effectiveness of
Lesotho’s own development
efforts.

As China continues its
development journey, with
MIIT projecting continued
growth in advanced man-
ufacturing and emerging
technologies, the experienc-
es from its 76-

year transformation remain
relevant for developing
nations worldwide. The
story of China’s rise from
poverty to prosperity serves
as a powerful reminder that
with strategic vision, insti-
tutional commitment, and
adaptive implementation,
no development challenge is
insurmountable.

The significance of China’s
National Day for Lesotho
lies not in celebrating an-
other nation’s achievements,
but in recognizing that
successful development

is possible with the right
approach, sustained com-
mitment, and strategic focus
on long-term goals. In this
context, China’s 76th anni-
versary becomes not just a
celebration of

Chinese success, but an
affirmation of the potential
for transformative develop-
ment that exists within all
nations committed to strate-
gic planning and systematic
implementation.

Silence Charumbira is an in-
ternational journalist based
in Maseru, Lesotho. He is
former Deputy Editor of the
Lesotho Times and Sunday
Express. He has also worked
with multiple reputable or-
ganisations like China Dai-
ly, Guangming, Associated
Press (AP) The Guardian
and CNN, among others.
He writes on diverse top-
ics including China-Africa
relations. Views expressed in
this article are his own and
do not necessarily represent
those of the publication.
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PAC Demands Action in Site Lease Scandal

By: Tholoana Lesenya

arliament’s Public

Accounts Com-

mittee (PAC) has
ordered the Government
Assets Search and Recov-
ery Task Team (GASAR-
TT) to speed up legal
action against individuals
who were compensated
for their land but refused
to hand over their original
site leases.
The directive follows
shocking revelations made
by GASARTT during a
hearing before the PAC
this week. The task team
disclosed that some peo-
ple whose land was taken
for the construction of
the Maseru Bus Stop, and
who received new sites
in return, have still not
surrendered their old leas-
es as required by law.
PAC chairperson Mach-
abana Lemphane-Letsie
told GASARTT that the
time for excuses had run
out. She demanded that
the task team give a clear
deadline on when the
cases would finally be pre-
sented before the courts.
“This committee insists
on seeing progress. The
task team must state ex-
actly when these matters
will be taken to court.

The law cannot contin-

ue to be ignored,” Lem-
phane-Letsie said firmly.
The committee was told
that when the government
built the new bus stop in
Maseru, it compensated
affected residents by allo-
cating them new sites else-
where. These were mainly
in Maseru West and the
Stadium Area, locations
considered of high value.
Major Tankiso Lelosa,
representing GASARTT,
confirmed that the process
had been legal, by proper
evaluations conducted
before new sites were
handed

over. But he admitted the
recovery of old site leas-
es had become a major
stumbling block.

“Some of the beneficiaries
have kept their old leases
instead of surrendering
them. We are now work-
ing tirelessly to trace them
and ensure they comply.
If they refuse, the only
option left will be to take
them to court,” he ex-
plained. The PAC warned
that failure to surrender
the leases meant individ-
uals were unfairly holding
onto government property
that no longer belonged
to them. This, the com-
mittee stressed, was a

direct loss to the state and
a clear case of abuse of
public resources.
Committee members
expressed concern that the
delay could also encour-
age others to disregard
government agreements in
future land transactions.
“The government cannot
compensate people with
valuable land and still
allow them to keep their
old

leases. 'This is double-dip-
ping at the expense of tax-
payers,” one PAC member
remarked during the heat-
ed session.

The task team was urged
to act with speed, as the
issue has dragged on for
years. PAC members ar-
gued that clear deadlines
and visible progress would
restore public trust in
how government assets are
managed. Lemphane-Let-
sie told the hearing that
allowing such practices

to continue unchecked
would only weaken confi-
dence in the government’s
ability to protect national
resources.

“This is not only about
sites in Maseru, but about
sending a strong message
that misuse of state prop-
erty will not be tolerated.
If the courts are involved,

let it happen quickly

so the law can take its
course,” she said. GA-
SARTT, an 11-member
team set up in 2023, has
a wide mandate to recov-
er state property misused
or fraudulently acquired.
Its members are drawn
from the Lesotho Defence
Force (LDF), Lesotho
Mounted Police Service
(LMPS), National Secu-
rity Service (NSS), the
Prime Minister’s Ofhce,
and several key ministries.
The task team has already
uncovered cases involving
illegally occupied govern-
ment houses, fraudulent
land allocations, and
abuse of state vehicles.
The Maseru bus stop leas-
es now add another major
case to its growing list.
Major Lelosa assured the
committee that the task
team would continue
tracking the individuals
who have failed to sur-
render their leases. He
said they were prepared to
push the matter to court
if

voluntary compliance
could not be secured.
“We are committed to
ensuring that every sin-
gle site lease that must be
returned is handed back.
We cannot allow state
resources to remain in
private hands unlawfully,”
he said. For now, the PAC
has made it clear: GA-
SARTT must set a date
and fast-track the matter
to court. Anything less,
the committee warned,
would amount to failure
to protect public property.
As the government inten-
sifies its efforts to clean
up misuse of assets, all
eyes are now on whether
this case will finally move
from endless negotiations
to firm action in

the courts.
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his week, the
Kingdom of
Lesotho made
significant strides on
the international stage
as Prime Minister Sam
Matekane led a high-level
delegation to the opening
of
the 80 th session of the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA).
Hosted in the IN Head-
quarters in New York,
this year’s session carried
the important theme,
“An Empowered Global
South for a Sustaina-
ble Future,” reflecting a
focus on collaboration
and development among
nations in the Global
South.
Prime Minister Matekane
was accompanied by
several influential cabinet
ministers including Hon-
ourables Mohlomi Mole-
ko, Lesaoana Pitso, Selibe
Mochoboroane,
Lejone Mpotjoane and
Dr RetXXelisitsoe Mat-
lanyane. Each minister

holds a portfolio

Lesotho Elevates its Status as one of the
Vice Presidents of UNGA 80th Session

deemed crucial to the
discussions surrounding
the assembly’s agenda
and

objectives.

Lesotho’s active par-
ticipation in this 80 th
session underscored the
country’s

commitment to multi-
lateralism and its rising
influence in global dis-
cussions. By stepping
into a role with height-
ened visibility, Lesotho
is well-positioned to
advocate for its national
interests as well as the
needs of other develop-
ing countries that face
similar challenges.

Key discussions during
the meeting focused on
pressing global issues,
including the urgent
need for reform in in-
ternational financial
institutions, strategies for
mobilising

resources to facilitate
sustainable development
and tackling critical chal-
lenges such as climate

change, debt sustainabili-
ty and equitable access to
emerging technologies.
Mpotjoane, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs and In-
ternational Relations, ar-
ticulated the necessity of
transcending traditional
dependencies characteris-
tic of North-South
cooperation.

While recognising the
historical significance of
these relationships, he ar-
gued that they alone can-
not adequately address
the extensive financing
and capacity gaps

that hinder efforts to
achieve the Sustaina-

ble Development Goals
(SDGs). Instead, he em-
phasised the importance
of fostering strong part-
nerships among nations
in the Global South,
enabling them to pool re-
sources and support one
another effectively

from the grassroots level.
Mpotjoane took pride

in showcasing Lesotho’s
abundant water resources

and significant potential
for renewable energy
generation. He painted a
compelling vision

of Lesotho as a future
hub for renewable energy
which could attract tar-
geted investments from
other Global South na-
tions eager to collaborate.
He furthermore reported
to the UN Department
of Political and Peace-
building Affairs

on the landmark progress
of Lesotho’s national
reforms, particularly
highlighting the success-
ful passage of the 10 th
Amendment to the Con-
stitution.

This achievement, Mpot-
joane informed, signifies
a critical step in strength-
ening the democratic
framework within the
country. He underscored
the vital importance of
reinforcing the relation-
ship between Lesotho
and the United Nations,
aiming to ensure the
successful completion

of ongoing reforms that
encompass the 11 th and
12 th Amendments to
the Constitution.

As Lesotho assumes its
role as Vice President of
UNGA 80, it stands at
the forefront of advocat-
ing for a shared vision of
sustainable development
and cooperative progress
among developing na-
tions, thus reinforcing its
commitment to a more
equitable global land-

scape.
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LUCT LAUNCHES FORTINET NSE
PROGRAMME

BY: Lemohang Botsane

imkokwing Uni-

versity of Cre-

ative Technology
this week launched a
Fortinet Network Se-
curity Expert (NSE)
Program tailored for
registered Limkokwing
students and the
university alumni.
This NSE programme
is a pathway certifica-
tion that is recognised
globally. It will produce
cybersecurity experts
through progressive
eight levels.
The university Registrar,
‘Mateboho Moorosi,
appreciated the pro-
gramme, saying it
marked a commitment
by the LUCT to ensure
graduates are not just
academically
accomplished but also
industry-ready.
The Representative of
the programme, Sih-
le Mdlalose, bestowed
his appreciation on the
university for having
partnered with Fortinet
on this journey.
“This is Limkokwing’s
direct contribution to
the achievement of the
country’s aim in digital
transformation,” the
Vice Chancellor of the
LUCT, Advocate Tefo
Macheli,
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emphasised the signifi-
cance of the programme
to the university, ex-
plaining that it is a big
initiative.

The Principal Secre-
tary of the Ministry of
Information, Commu-
nications, Technology,
Science and Innovation
(MICTSI), Kanono
Ramashamole, expressed
his respect to

the university and part-
ners of this beautiful
union, saying as far as
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the ministry is con-
cerned, Fortinet will
help to implement digi-
tal policies and cyberse-
curity.

“Today as Limkokwing
joins hands with For-
tinet, we witness the
power of collaboration
in shaping a secure and
skilled Digital future.
The government of
Lesotho has placed dig-
ital transformation at
the centre of its devel-
opment agenda, guided

by our national digital
transformation strategy,
a document that we are
very

proud of .” — MICTSI
Minister Nthati Mooro-
si affirmed.

She commended the
university and Fortinet
for this vision, assur-
ing them of the minis-
try’s support. The NSE
programme is free for
registered Limkokwing
students and payable for
the university Alumni.
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Question of Gov International Trips

By: Staff Reporter

his week in Leso-

tho, two hot topics

took centre stage:
the IMF Article IV Consul-
tation Report and a spirited
debate about the govern-
ment’s international trips.
First up, the 2025 IMF
report highlighted some
impressive figures: Lesotho
achieved a remarkable 9
percent fiscal surplus rela-
tive to GDP for the finan-
cial year 2024/25.
However, there’s a catch—
the report forecasts a
modest growth of just 1.4
percent for 2025/26. This
raises flags about potential
structural weaknesses and
the threat of political grid-
lock ahead.
But that’s not all. The
report unveiled some sober-
ing statistics—37/ percent
of Basotho still live below
the poverty line, despite
last year’s renegotiation
of water royalties leading
to a windfall in Southern
African Customs Union
(SACU) transfers,
which now account for
nearly 40 percent of na-
tional revenue. Meanwhile,
public debt
has ballooned to an alarm-
ing 56.8 percent of GDP,
with a staggering 80 per-
cent owed externally, yet
the government continues
to accumulate more debt.
In the midst of these shock-
ing revelations, Members
of Parliament (MPs) seized
the moment to question
the government’s spend-
ing on international trips,
probing
whether these jaunts truly
deliver value for taxpay-
ers’ money. Some MPs
demanded transparency,
comparing last year’s for-
eign trip expenditures to
funding allocated for
youth job creation.
What everyone really want-
ed to know was the tangi-

ble benefits of these trips.
The debate revealed that a
jaw-dropping M 145 mil-
lion had been earmarked
for international travels last
year, with an additional
M13 million set aside. In
contrast, M300 million was
allocated for the Youth Ap-
prenticeship Programme.
'The Deputy Prime Minister
defended these internation-
al ventures, claiming they
offer Lesotho opportunities
to participate in global dis-
cussions and foster interna-
tional

cooperation. But the press-
ing questions linger: Do
these trips create jobs back
home? Do they help close
the poverty gap, or do

they simply enrich those
flying between borders?
The DPM insisted that the
value of these trips lies in
the partnerships Lesotho
fosters

with global organisations,
allegedly unlocking access
to financial support. But
one has to wonder: in a
time where the country is
heavily reliant on loans and
foreign aid,

how sustainable is this

approach? It feels like the

DPM’s arguments pivot on
promises of future benefits
while the

country digs itself deeper
into debt. The response to
inquiries about youth
unemployment seemed

to reveal a harsher reali-
ty—the DPM struggled

to articulate any coherent
strategy to tackle the stag-
gering unemployment rate,
confessing a lack

of effective plans despite
years in office.

What are our leaders ac-
tually doing? Does this
government genuinely care
about its youth? Are we led
by individuals of true integ-
rity or merely influencers
basking in the

glow of social media, show-
casing their travels while
their constituents suffer in
silence?

It seems our leaders pri-
oritise their appearances

on the global stage, deliv-
ering polished speeches
while their people grapple
with hunger and hardship.
What'’s the point of sending
the entire cabinet on every
international trip if the goal
is merely to

negotiate loans and then re-

.

turn with hollow boasts?
How long will we depend
on handouts that accrue
interest instead of seeking
fruitful exchange deals that
create real jobs and mean-
ingful change? What about
the number of internation-
al trips left for this year?
How much funding is still
set aside to

cater to the egos of those
chasing planes? And what
about the promised crea-
tion of 6,200 jobs while
the government is busy
flying around? What if we
trimmed the travel budget
and reduced the number of
delegates accompanying the
Prime Minister or ministers
on trips? The reality is that
the millions

spent on these excursions
could be put to much
better use. We can’t survive
merely by participating in
global dialogues—we need
to focus on improving life
right here at home. Our
presence in international
conference halls means
little if we fail to uplift

our own people. It’s time to
turn our attention toward
tangible solutions that can
help our country thrive.



E BUSINESS & ECONOMY 1T SUNDAY. 28 SEPTEMBER 2025

CBL Maintains Policy Rates Amidst Mixed
Economic Signals

By: Staff Reporter

he Central Bank of
Lesotho’s Monetary
Policy Committee

held its 115 th meeting
this week, outlining its
assessment of global and
domestic conditions and
policy decisions.

Since the 114 th MPC
meeting, the CBL an-
nounced that global
growth projections have
been maintained, signal-
ling resilient economic
prospects despite ongoing
policy uncertainty.

The Governor of the CBL,
Dr Maluke Letete, afhirmed
that the projections are
attributed to front-loading
of production and exports
in anticipation of higher
US tariffs and improved
financial conditions due to
a weaker US dollar.
However, he said risks
persist due to geopolitical
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By: Staff Reporter

esotho’s strength

has always been in

its soil. Beneath
the mountain slopes and
valley fields lies a qui-
et wealth waiting to be
tapped. Every day more
Basotho are rediscover-
ing this truth, turning to
farming not just as sur-
vival but as a business,
a career, and a way to
shape the country’s eco-
nomic future.
Across the lowlands,
farmers are experiment-
ing with modern irriga-
tion, from drip systems
that save water to sprin-
klers that stretch across
hectares. In Mokema,
in Thaba-Tseka, and in
Butha-Buthe, stories
are emerging of cab-
bage fields, ﬁ:afy greens,
herbs, and potatoes
growing not only for the
village market but for
supermarkets and even
export. These are not
isolated successes. They
are signals that farming
can be professional, da-
ta-driven, and competi-
tive.
Lesotho imports more

food than it should. Yet

when farmers organise,

FARME

RS

CORNER

plan, and invest, the
results are striking. A
single hectare of pota-
toes under irrigation can
yield enough to supply a
small district. A few tun-
nels of herbs can connect
a farmer to export mar-
kets. And with the right
cold storage, packaging,
and logistics, what is
rown in the valleys can
%nd its way to shelves in
Maseru, Bloemfontein,
and beyond.
The opportunity is clear:
agriculture is not a relic
of the past but a corner-
stone of the future. It
can create jobs for youth,
stabilize prices for Kouse—
holds, and even reduce
the country’s trade defi-
cit. With climate shifts,
farming will not be easy,
but with technology and
organisation, it can be
resilient.
What is needed now is
artnership. Farmers
llzringing the skill, gov-
ernment providing infra-
structure, and the private
sector opening markets.
Together, they can turn
small plots into an en-
gine of national growth.
Lesotho’s hidden wealth
is not in mines or dams
alone. It is in the quiet
rows of crops, the drip
lines across a field, the
greenhouses standing
against the wind. Farm-
ing, done right, is not
charity. It is enterprise.
And it is waiting to carry
the country forward.

Farming as the Country’s
Hidden Wealth
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icho’s latest

single Mohuli

is a confident
step forward in Lesotho’s
contemporary music
scene. Built on Afrobeat
rhythms but rooted in
Basotho expression, the
song strikes a balance
between global polish
and local authenticity.
The production is sharp.
Percussion carries the
pulse with energy while
synth layers add a mod-
ern sheen. Nothing
overwhelms the mix.
Instead, the arrangement
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leaves space for Tieho’s
vocals, which sit at the
center with clarity and
conviction. His tone

is textured, not overly
refined, giving the track
a human presence that
listeners can connect
with.

Lyrically, Mohuli draws
on themes of pride and
identity. It is both cele-
bration and testimony.
Tieho’s delivery is not
boastful, but it affirms
selfhood and commu-
nity. The chorus in par-
ticular has a sticky quali-
ty. It repeats in the mind
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long after the track

has ended, a mark of a
well-crafted hook.
What the song achieves
is a sound that works

in two spaces. It is ra-
dio-friendly and acces-
sible, yet it also feels at
home in dance venues.
[t invites movement, but
it also communicates a
message that resonates
with listeners who care
to hear beyond the beat.
If there is a critique, it
is that the track plays
within familiar lines.
Tieho could take more
risks by experimenting
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Tieho Delivers Pride and Rhythm in
Mohuli

with bridges, unexpect-
ed shifts, or moments

of silence. That might
elevate future work to
another level. But within
its frame, Mohuli deliv-
ers fully on its promise.
For Lesotho’s growing
music industry, Tieho’s
song shows that quality
production and strong
writing can place local
artists firmly on the con-
tinental stage. Mohuli

is proof that Basotho
musicians are not only
participating in today’s
Afrobeat wave but add-

ing their own imprint.
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ioli FC’s continen-

tal campaign ended

in brutal fashion as
they were swept aside by

Orlando Pirates in the CAF

Champions League pre-
liminary round. The South
African giants sealed a 7-0
aggregate win, exposing
once again the gulf that
separates Lesotho’s champi-
ons from the elite of Afri-
can football.

After a 3-0 defeat in
Bloemfontein (Read Ma-
seru), Lioli travelled to
Soweto needing a miracle.
Instead, they were dealt
another heavy loss, this
time 4-0, against a Pirates
side that dictated the game
from start to finish.
contest was lopsided from
the opening whistle, and
the final score only con-
firmed what was clear on
the pitch.

Tshepang Moremi, the
winger in irresistible form,
tormented Lioli’s defence.
He struck just before half-

Pirates Humiliate Lioli in
7-0 Aggregate Champions
League Defeat

time with a free kick that
caught goalkeeper William
Huni off guard. Minutes
after the restart, he doubled
his tally with a powerful
strike from distance that
extinguished any faint
hopes Lioli might have
had. Moremi’s brace adds
to a sparkling season in
which he has already scored
five goals and assisted twice
across competitions, further
underlining his growing
reputation after his decisive
performance in the MTNS8
final earlier this month.
Pirates added further pun-
ishment through substitute
Yanela Mbuthuma, who
netted twice in the space of
two minutes late in the sec-

ond half. Those goals closed
a night where the Bucca-
neers speed, discipline, and
ruthless execution left Lioli
helpless.

The result pushes Pirates
into the next round, where
they will meet either Saint-
Eloi Lupopo of DR Congo
or Sudanese side Al-Mer-
reikh, with a coveted
group-stage spot at stake.
For Lioli, the elimination

is a sobering reminder of
the unforgiving demands of
continental football. Domi-
nance at home in the Vo-
dacom Premier League has
not translated into com-
petitiveness abroad. The
two matches laid bare the
gap in preparation, tactical

awareness, and technical
sharpness. Pirates’ superi-
ority was undeniable, and
Lioli could only endure the
lesson.

This exit should serve as
more than a statistic. It
highlights the urgent need
for serious investment in
Lesotho’s football struc-
tures. Without improved
infrastructure, youth de-
velopment, and exposure
to higher levels of compe-
tition, Basotho clubs will
continue to struggle against
Africa’s powerhouses. The
gulf is wide, and Lioli’s
defeat is a painful remind-
er of just how much work
remains to be done.
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