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Lephema Defies Matekane as Labour
Unions March Under LDF Intimidation

A labour protest that tested the Matekane administration’s
tolerance for dissent also exposed a quiet power struggle
within the ruling RFP, as Police Minister Lebona Lephema
allegedly defied the Prime Minister to allow the march.

R
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i

By: Tholoana Lesenya

Maseru

hat began as a
tense standoff
between labour

unions and the government
over protest permits un-
folded into a political pow-
er play within the ruling
Revolution for Prosperity.
On 29 October 2025,

the Maseru City Council
(MCC) granted labour
unions permission to

hold processions targeting
the Sam Matekane gov-
ernment. Sources within
the development-partner
community said external
pressure helped sway the
administration into issuing
the permit. However, the
police were yet to issue the
final permit as required by
law. The MCC approval
represented one step closer
to legality.

Lesotho’s trade unions had
the previous day appealed
to the Minister of Police
and threatened court action
after their earlier request to
hold a protest march over
job losses was denied. The
coalition of unions, repre-
senting thousands of textile
and garment workers, said
they had followed all legal
procedures under the Pub-
lic Meetings and Proces-
sions Act of 2010. Despite
this, Maseru Police Com-
missioner TSeliso Moerane
rejected the application.

In a letter dated 23 Oc-
tober, Commissioner
Moerane cited “crucial
omissions” in the unions’

submission. The police
stated that while they re-
spected the right to assem-
ble, they carried a “huge
responsibility to protect life
and property and promote
peace and well-being of the
people.”

They outlined four de-
ficiencies: the estimated
number of participants,
identification of organisers
responsible for maintaining
order, a permit from the
Maseru City Council, and
proof of prior arrangement
with the Prime Minister’s
office. Moerane asked the
unions to explain why their
“intended procession can-
not be refused.”

The MCC’s move was
widely seen as a compro-
mise. Development part-
ners, whose funding and
conditions emphasise gov-
ernance and civic freedoms,
were said to have quietly
leaned on the government.
The argument was that
Lesotho could not credibly
claim to pursue reforms
while suppressing the right
to assembly. The city coun-
cil’s decision thus reflected
a tactical retreat from total
restriction.

On Friday, the labour pro-

cession had taken place in
the capital under tight po-
lice surveillance. Thousands
of workers carrying banners
marched peacefully, voicing
frustrations over job losses
and economic stagnation.
Leader of the Basotho
National Party, Hon.
Machesetsa Mofomobe
voiced his concerns about
the behaviour of the Leso-
tho Defense Force (LDF)
who had held road blocks
searching both motorists
and passengers who were
attending the march. Mo-
fomobe called this intim-
idation by LDF and put
the blame squarely on LDF
Commander Mojalefa
Letsoela.

EFTU leader Tsepang
Makakole said they were
grateful to the Minister of
Police, Lebona Lephema,
for his intervention. “Apart
from the pressure from
development partners, we
would also like to thank
Minister Lephema who
ensured that we secured the
permit,” Makakole said.
Government sources re-
vealed that Lephema, who
heads both the police and
local government minis-
tries, went against Prime

Minister Matekane’s wish-
es. The Prime Minister

was reportedly opposed to
granting the unions the
right to protest.

Insiders within the RFP
told Lesotho Tribune that
the move has widened in-
ternal rifts within the party.
A subtle power struggle is
said to be unfolding over
succession planning. Lep-
hema is reportedly unhap-
py with Matekane’s pre-
ferred choice of successor.
“Lebona is flexing his mus-
cle trying to undermine the
PM. We will deal with him
properly,” said a state house
insider who spoke anony-
mously.

Adding to the tension,
Matekane was scheduled

to receive China-donated
agricultural implements on
the same day as the protest.
Sources within the party
said the Prime Minister
ignored the unions’ memo-
randum, sending a minister
from his office to receive it
instead.

“Nrtate is busy. He will not
waste his time by attending
that march. Those are poli-
ticians, not labour unions,”
said one RFP insider not
authorised to speak to the
media.

Friday’s procession marked
the first protest under
Matekane’s administration
and a rare public show

of defiance by organised
labour. It also exposed
widening cracks inside the
ruling party, where loyalty
to the Prime Minister ap-
pears to be tested by inter-
nal ambition and political
muscle-flexing.
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Sekhamane Highlights Need for Parliamentary
Oversight in Southern Africa

By: Staff Reporter

recent keynote

address by Right

Honourable Tlo-
hang Sekhamane, Speak-
er of the National As-
sembly of Lesotho, this
week has underscored
the critical role of par-
liamentary oversight in
combating corruption,
maladministration and
impunity across South-
ern Africa.
The speech was delivered
at the 17 th SADCO-
PAC (Southern African
Development Commu-
nity Organisation of
Public Accounts Com-
mittees) Conference and
21 st
Annual General Meeting
held in Maseru Shifting
his focus to the ongo-
ing conference’s theme:
“Strengthening Over-
sight for Sustainable De-
velopment: Enhancing
Parliamentary Engage-
ment in Public Financial
Management,” Sekha-
mane highlighted three
significant maladies
affecting Africa: corrup-
tion, maladministration
and impunity.
He argued that these
issues are central to Afri-
ca’s lagging performance
in global
indicators such as GDP,
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poverty rates and govern-
ance indices, dismissing
theories attributing these
failings to cultural biases
in global indicators and
asserting the need

for practical solutions
and accountability.
Sekhamane emphasised
that parliamentarians
have a fundamental duty
to represent the people,
protect their welfare
through effective legis-
lation, allocate resources
responsibly and exercise
oversight to prevent
abuses of power.

He expressed concern
that parliaments might
be ceding too much con-
trol to
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executive branches, un-
dermining their ability
to address critical issues
such as unemployment.
Among the many pro-
vocative questions he
had for the delegates

at the conference were
whether the Public Ac-
counts Committees of
their country are known
for their strict, no-non-
sense approach, or for
the high-profile prosecu-
tions resulting from their
work.

He also wanted to know
about the rate of corrup-
tion and other maladies
and if the PACs present
at the conference would
return home to success-

fully eradicate the issues.
Sekhamane’s address
served as a call to action
for parliamentarians to
strengthen their over-
sight roles, tackle corrup-
tion and ensure account-
ability in public financial
management.

Having addressed multi-
ple organisations regard-
ing corruption issues in
Lesotho, Sekhamane left
an impression of a leader
hungry for change very
ready to work for it. One
of his most common ad-
dresses includes enhanc-
ing parliamentary en-
gagement in the Public
Financial Management.
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Ruling Party MP Sues Police for Torture

By: Seipati Matobo

Maseru

member of par-
liament from the
ruling Revolution

for Prosperity (RFP)
party, Mr. Puseletso Le-
jone, is demanding over
M5 million in damages
from the Government
of Lesotho and the po-
lice for what he calls a
serious violation of his
human rights.

In a letter dated 2 Oc-
tober 2025, Advocate
Zwelakhe Mda KC,
acting on Lejone’s in-
structions, accuses twen-
ty-seven officers of the
Lesotho Mounted Po-
lice Service (LMPS) led
by Inspector Pheta of
storming the MP’s home
in July. The officers al-
legedly scaled his fence,
handcuffed him in front
of his family, and beat
him with sticks while
firing shots in the air.
The letter states that Le-
jone was dragged around
the village in cuffs as
frightened villagers
watched. He was later
taken to Police Head-
quarters in Maseru,
where he claims further
degrading treatment.
Lejone, who sits in par-
liament under the RFP
banner, is demanding
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M5,007,000 in com-
pensation. This includes
M1 million for unlawful
arrest, M3 million for
torture, M1 million for
impairment of dignity,
and M7,000 for medical
costs.

Advocate Mda warns
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that if the Attorney
General fails to pay
within 30 days, Lejone
will take legal action
against both the Gov-
ernment of Lesotho
and the Commissioner
of Police in pursuit of
justice.

The case puts the
Matekane administra-
tion in an awkward po-
sition as it involves one
of its own MPs accusing
the police, under a gov-
ernment he helped elect,
of acts of torture and
brutality.
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RSL Raids City Council Yard Over

Millions In Unpaid Tax

Maseru

bn Friday 31
October 2025,
the Revenue

Services Lesotho (RSL)
reportedly entered the
premises of the Maseru
City Council (MCC)

at Maseru West and
removed yellow-plant
equipment valued at over
M20 million, according
to multiple independent
sources. The move fol-
lowed a tax-collection
process initiated by RSL
against MCC for out-
standing liabilities.
RSLs spokesperson,
Thabang Loko, declined
comment, stating: “We
are obligated by law not
to discuss taxpayers’
affairs, therefore RSL
will not comment on
this.” MCC likewise did
not issue a statement in
response.

A Broader Enforcement
Drive

This incident sits with-
in a broader pattern of
aggressive enforcement
by RSL this year. Two

recent high-profile cases

)
\ b
l \

illustrate the trend: obtained by RSL for located in central Mase-  millionfollowing a court

¢ The Leso- unpaid taxes amounting  ru. order for attachment of
tho Housing and Land to M35,722,995.38. The . The Loti its property.
Development Corpora-  grder authorises seizure ~ Brick (Pty) Ltd company Together, these show
tion (LHLDC); astate-  of movable and if nec- also faces a tax liability =~ that RSL is willing to en-
owned enterprise, is essary immovable assets  in the region of M7.4

subject to a court order Continues in Page 11
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Lesotho, EU, UNICEF’s National
Social Protection Coordination

Conference

ccording to the

Lesotho National

Social Protection
Strategy of 2021- 2031,
about 49.7 percent of Ba-
sotho live below the pover-
ty line, with 80 per cent of
this population residing in
rural areas. The report also
reveals a staggering statis-
tic of 24.1 per cent being
abysmal.
This week, UNICEEF the
European Union and the
Ministry of Gender, Youth
and Social Development
joined forces to share ideas
on how to strengthen co-
ordination across sectors to
enhance coherence, effec-
tiveness and sustainability
of the social protection
initiatives in Lesotho.
In her remarks, Mahlap-
ane Makakole-Bodiba, the
Principal Secretary of the
Ministry of Gender, ex-
pressed the ministry’s am-
bitions and aspirations that
they anticipate the event
will meet.
She highlighted the idea of
the meeting- to strengthen
collaboration and coordi-
nation among stakeholders
to build a more integrated,
inclusive and effective sys-
tem- as an initiative which
should not be taken lightly,
emphasising that social
protection coordination is
critical for effective service
delivery, elimination of du-
plication and strengthening
of overall system resilience.
“This is so much imper-
ative due to diminishing
funding and increased
requirements for social
protection,” she said, not-
ing that the conference
sets a stage for deliberation
while improving efficiency
to ensure no group is left

behind.

With initiatives like Nt-
lafatsa Bana, an initiative
supported by the govern-
ment of Lesotho, the EU
and UNICEEF, Lesotho
already receives financial
support from one and
technical support from the
other.

This programme was im-
plemented to improve the
well-being and develop-
ment of children living
under the Child Grants
Program Beneficiary house-
holds, improve their
access to essential services
including birth registration,
nutrition, water and sus-
tainable energy solutions
and increase the efficient
delivery of social assistance
systems by creating new
digital applications to
update the National Infor-
mation

System for Social Assis-

tance, enhance manage-
ment information system
and digitize payments for
beneficiaries.

The UNICEF Represent-
ative to Lesotho, Deepak
Bhaskaran, reiterated the
importance of unity in ad-
dressing social issues, high-
lighting the importance of
focusing on four key pri-
orities: evaluation of the
effectiveness of current
coordination mechanisms,
recognition that coordina-
tion requires sustainable
financing, breaking down
silos across service clusters
and strengthening coordi-

nation capacity at all levels.

“Effective coordination
depends not only on
structures but also on the
people who operate them.
We must invest in capacity
building for coordination
teams, clarify roles and
responsibilities and foster

RJITABLE LES(

FATSA Bf

a culture of collaboration
across sectors and

levels of government,”
Bhaskaran said.

Mette Sunnergren, Head of
EU delegation to Lesotho,
said they eagerly anticipate
the complete digitalisa-
tion of social protection
subsidies, adding that
progress og this will not
only enhance sustainability
but also reduce costs and
improve accessibility for
all recipients to ensure that
help reaches those who
need it most.

The three-threatened
partnership between the
Government of Lesotho,
the EU and UNICEF has
spanned for over 15 years
and has proven to be a
partnership best described
by Sunnergren as a “robust
and resilient social protec-
tion system in the
country’.
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Lesotho Enhances Health Security with Second
Joint External Evaluation

SUNDAY, 2 NOVEMBER 2025

By: Lemohang Botsane

he Ministry of

Health, in col-

laboration with
key global health part-
ners, hosted the second
Joint External Evalua-
tion (JEE) in Maseru,
marking a significant
milestone in
Lesotho’s commitment
to enhancing national
health security.
The evaluation, con-
ducted under the Inter-
national Health Regula-
tions (IHR) monitoring
and evaluation frame-
work, brought together
national and interna-
tional S
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experts to assess the
country’s preparedness
and response to public
health threats.

Speaking on behalf of
the Minister of Health,
Deputy Principal Secre-
tary MatMXoanelo Mon-
yobi, emphasised that
JEE is a crucial process
that fosters transparency,
mutual

accountability and
shared progress.

“This event demonstrates
Lesotho’s strong com-
mitment to strengthen-
ing national health secu-
rity and improving our
country’s preparedness
and response to public
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health threats,” she said.
JEE, a voluntary pro-
cess, provides an evi-
dence-based assessment
of a country’s capacity
to prevent, detect and
respond to health emer-
gencies.

Lesotho first underwent
the evaluation in 2017,
a process that exposed
weaknesses in the coun-
try’s public health sector
and identified areas that
needed strengthening.
The current evaluation
process, therefore, aims
to build on the progress
made since, ensuring a
stronger and more resil-
ient health system.
Some of the key objec-
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tives of the Joint Exter-
nal Evaluation include
Lesotho’s capacity to as-
sess, prevent, detect and
respond to health emer-
gencies, identification
of areas that need im-
provement, collabora-
tion between national
and international ex-
perts, and to enhance
transparency and ac-
countability in health
security.

The evaluation process
involves a thorough
assessment of Lesotho’s
health security capabili-
ties, including its ability
to detect and respond to
public health threats.
The findings at the end

of the assessment will
inform recommenda-
tions for improvement,
enabling the country to
strengthen its health sys-
tems and better protect
its citizens.

This initiative is a testa-
ment to Lesotho’s com-
mitment to improving
its health security and its
collaboration with global
health partners, includ-
ing the World Health
Organisation (WHO),
the Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation of the
United Nations (FAO),
the Pandemic Fund and
the Africa Centres for

Disease Control and Pre-
vention (Africa CDC).
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Continued from Page 8

force tax claims not only
against private firms but
also public entities and
parastatals.

What the MCC Seizure
Means

The removal of over M20
million in plant equip-
ment from MCC raises
several urgent questions:

. What is the
exact amount of MCC'’s
outstanding tax liability,
and what period does it
cover?

. What pro-
cess did RSL follow: Was
there a demand notice,

a court order, a period
for negotiation or settle-
ment?

. How will
MCC maintain its oper-
ations and service deliv-

g
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ery if key capital equip-
ment has been removed?
. Does this
signal that even local
government entities can
expect direct asset at-
tachment if they fall be-
hind on tax obligations?
Implications for Sur-
rounding Institutions
For local authorities and
state-owned enterprises,
the message is clear: RSL
appears to be ramping
up enforcement. Entities
that may have consid-
ered themselves insulat-
ed from tax action may
need to reassess. The fact
that LHLDC and Loti
Brick are now subject to
formal attachment orders
suggests that the net is
widening.
From a governance per-

spective, these actions
underscore the impor-
tance of regular compli-
ance with tax obligations
and the risks of delays or
defaults. Local govern-
ment bodies in particular
should review their inter-
nal controls, debt man-
agement practices, and
engage proactively with
RSL if they anticipate
difficulty meeting obliga-
tions.

Next Steps

We will monitor the sit-
uation for:

. A formal re-
sponse from MCC about
its tax position and the
nature of the seized
equipment;

. Confirma-
tion from RSL regarding
the legal basis for the

seizure (e.g., whether a
court judgment or war-
rant of execution was in
place);

. Any fol-
low-up actions by
MCC—such as appeal,
repayment plan, or
public disclosure of the
liability;

. Whether
other local authorities or
municipalities face simi-
lar enforcement by RSL
in the near-term.

For now, the story high-
lights that in Lesotho’s
tax regime enforcement
is no longer something
that happens quietly in
the background, it is
visible, significant, and
potentially disruptive for
even publicly-owned or
municipal organisations.




iT SUNDAY, 2 NOVEMBER 2025

LOOKING FOR RELIABLE
CLEANING SERVICES?

BOHLOKOA

CLEANING SOLUTIONS

OUR SERVICES:

» Event Cleanup
e Post-Construction Cleanup
e Residential Cleaning

O Al Y] 156760324 ({1 ¥ Wi HAy(1\T\):




ﬂ NEWS

1T

SUNDAY, 2 NOVEMBER 2025

When Telecom Meets Law and Technology

By: Staff Reporter

nder the theme

“Leading the

future- our shared
role in legal evolution, the
Vodacom
Legal Symposium and
Technology brought to-
gether legal professionals,
regulators and technology
experts to address critical
topics including technolo-

and law,

stakeholder engagement
as a cornerstone for pol-
icy development and the
role of alternative dispute
resolution.
For the telecommunica-
tions company, this sym-
posium is a strategic move
to navigate challenges,
build trust and showcase
its role in the country’s
digital future.
[t acted as a provider
of direct dialogue with
stakeholders on critical,
evolving issues such as data
privacy, cybersecurity and
financial regulations, help-
ing the company mitigate
risk and stay compliant.
Rethabile Hoohlo, the
EHOD Legal and Compli-
ance at Vodacom Lesotho,
said as a
telecommunications com-
pany, their focus extends
beyond conventional suc-
cess as they are intentional
about including a deep
commitment in terms of
cultivating a
culture that actively engag-
es all their stakeholders.
The symposium, a mile-
stone in the company’s
legal department’s view,
aimed at cultivating fund
leadership while driving
discussions on critical poli-
cy enhancement
and technological devel-
opments that will define a
shared future going for-
ward.
Hoohlo set an alarming
tone in a room half-filled
with legal practitioners

when she emphasised that
Lesotho’s legal profession
was very old yet it now
intersects with

humanity’s newest and
most dynamic creation-
digital technology.

To move with the times,
Hoohlo encouraged rel-
evance, highlighting the
need for a robust and sup-
portive legal framework.
According to the telecom-
munications legal expert,
the Social Electronic Trans-
actions and Electronic
Comments Bill of 2013,
which was revised in 2020,
is one of the few important
legislations to consider if
the goal is to accept change
and ignore the risk

of irrelevance.

The symposium’s discus-
sions were shaped around
the adoption of innovative
tools, Al-driven discovery
and smart contracts to dig-
ital case-managing systems;
changes that are entrust-
ed to enhance efficiency,
ensure transparency and
expand access to justice.
“To resist this evolution is
to risk failure. To embrace
it, on the other hand, is to
redefine the very proposi-
tion of physical compas-
sion in a digital economy,”
Hoohlo

said.

'The formulation of law

and policy, in Hoohlo’s
opinion, can no longer be
a siloed exercise and the
velocity of technological
change demands a new
model of collaborative
governance. As a result, she
urged the championing of
inclusive

dialogue that will encour-
age robust alliances be-
tween the government, the
private sector and social
awareness.

Mohale Ralebitso, the tele-
communications company
CEOQO, added to these sen-
timents, saying generations
to come are already at a
high risk of being chipped
by the stream of technol-
ogy, thus emphasising the
need to change.

He made an example of Al,
saying lawyers and people
who are in the protection
of intellectual property
know the challenge the
robot is posing as there are
bots used to

consolidate, re-digest and
re-cut things.

He reminded law practi-
tioners to be mindful of
the necessity to maintain
integrity as they adapt and
adopt the use of Al to en-
gage matters of the law as
that is what

people today are doing in
their work.

“This is important because

we have to, with your
knowledge, plug in the
young people into being
able to engage the chal-
lenges of our time, but to
do so in a manner

that respects that there are
frameworks to observe,”
Ralebitso reminded.

He, however, said if law-
yers are going to be at the
convergence of technology
and what the law requires
of them, they should en-
sure they are active archi-
tects of

research’s future and not
merely the people who are
the handbrakes in it.

The President of the Law
Society of Lesotho, a rep-
resentative of the legal
fraternity in the country,
Advocate Lintle Tuke,
commended Vodacom Le-
sotho for the symposium,
applauding it for not just
being a meeting of minds
but a gathering of custodi-
ans.

The thoughtful gesture,
Tuke said, was a humble
reminder that technolo-
gy and law are not rivals,
“in fact, they are dancing
partners.” He assured the
company that, as the legal
fraternity of Lesotho, they
were ready to

partner up with other
stakeholders to build a
stronger framework for
data protection and cyber
resilience.

He reminded lawyers pres-
ent of their importance to
society, that when society
moves into chaos, they are
the first line of defence,
“the bedrock upon which
justice, accountability and
responsibility can thrive.”
“So as we lead the future
and embrace technology,
may we also protect that
which Dick the Butcher
feared the most; a profes-
sion that defends justice
even when it is
inconvenient,” Advocate
Tuke exclaimed.
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By: Editorial

ere is the truth

that keeps re-

turning, no mat-
ter how loudly a govern-
ment insists otherwise.
Democracy wears down
repression. It is patient.
It is stubborn. It arrives
with court papers, union
placards, and the small
courage of citizens who
show up in daylight and
ask to be heard.
Three years after taking
office, the Matekane
administration has run
into that truth. Work-
ers tried to march over
job losses and the police
said no. Unions then
appealed to the minis-
ter and prepared to go
to court. Within days,
municipal authorities
allowecF a procession in
Maseru. TElC sequence is
not a triumph of benev-
olence. It is a remind-
er that rights outlast
the political weather.
Reports show unions
threatened litigation
after a denied permit,
while the protest ef-
fort broadened through
workers’ associations
and civil groups. Shortly
after, the %\/Iaseru City
Council granted permis-
sion for a procession.

EDITORIAL

Democracy Will Always Win!

That progression mat-
ters. It shows why power
eventually bends to rules
that are older and larger
than any cabinet.
The Constitution sits at
the centre of this story.
It protects the freedom
of peaceful assembly and
expression. Those are not
favours that leaders hand
out on good days. They
are guarantees that lead-
ers must respect on bad
days, especially when
criticism stings. The
text is clear. Pgreedom of
expression is protected.
Freedom of peaceful
assembly is protected.
Any restriction must
be narrow, lawful, and
necessary for things like
ublic safety or order.
}}hat is the ZlW in Leso-
tho, not a suggestion.
There is also an ordinary
statute that draws the
lines on processions. It
requires notice and gives
poCiice limited powers to
refuse, but only on ex-
ceptional grounds tied
to real risks to peace or
safety. Our courts have
said so in plain terms. If
you block a march, you
must show compelling
reasons, not vague dis-
comfort with dissent.

That standard is wh
permits denied on t{lin
reasoning tend to crum-
ble when challenged.
The law forces the state
to justify itself. That is
how democracy wears
down shortcuts.
Set this against the
timeline of power. Sam
Matekane took the oath
on 28 October 2022
and formed a coalition
overnment in early
Ig\Iovember. New leaders
arrive with promises,
energy, and a theory of
control. Then the insti-
tutions quietly ask the
same hard questions.
Did you follow the Con-
stitution. Did you follow
the statute. Can you
show proportional jus-
tification. Governments
that ignore those ques-
tions discover that un-
ions, courts, and coun-
cils can answer for them.
That is not instability.
That is the immune sys-
tem of a constitutional
order.
Some will try to spin
the late permission as
magnanimity. It is not.
It is compliance. Others
will claim that marches
threaten order. The law
already balances that

risk. It allows restric-
tions, but it demands ev-
idence. The burden sits
with the state, not with
citizens who want to
walk in their own capi-
tal. When ofhcials act as
if a permit is a favour,
they run into litigation
and headlines. Wﬁqen
they obey the Consti-
tution, people protest,
hand over memoranda,
and go home. The streets
stay open. The republic
breathes.

There is an instructive
lesson for the adminis-
tration. You cannot win
a contest against rights
that are written down,
litigated, and practiced
by a public that refus-
es to be quiet. You can
delay. You can posture.
You can throw up road-
blocks. In the end the
text reasserts itself, the
courts insist on reasons,
and the unions find a
legal route. That slow
pressure is what turned
a denial into a proces-
sion this week. That
same pressure will kee
returning everi time the
state forgets who owns
the public square.
Democracy is not a
vibe. It is paperwork,
statutes, and constitu-
tional clauses that force
governments to explain
themselves. It is also
people who keep show-
ing up until the expla-
nation is either given or
ordered by a judge. After
three years in power, the
Matekane government
has been reminded of
that. Those who believe
they can outlast democ-
racy should look again.
The record of the last
week already says other-
wise.
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nce upon a time,
Lesotho’s man-
ufacturing belt

was alive. Around 50 529
people worked in fac-
tories in 2020. Back in
2016, it was 46 000. A
net gain of almost 6 000
jobs in just three years.
Even during the worst
months of Covid-19, the
LNDC boasted of retain-
ing close to 48 000 facto-
ry jobs.
So what happened?
Where did the jobs go?
If your answer starts with
“Donald Trump,” please
stop and go fly a kite.
Trump only took office in
2025. Our ob losses be-
gan long before that. The
truth is harder to swallow.
We did this to ourselves.
Factories closed. Orders
dried up. But the reasons
were local too. Our costs
rose. Our power flick-
ered. Our infrastructure
aged. When a brand in
New York or Tokyo looks
for suppliers, they com-
pare more than wages.
They compare reliability.
And Lesotho’s record is
no longer convincing,.

OPINION

Where Did the Jobs Go, Lesotho?

.IF YOUR ANSWER STARTS WITH “DONALD TRUMP,”
PLEASE STOP AND GO FLY A KITE

Global demand changed
after the pandemic. Sup—
ply chains shifted. Coun-
tries like Ethiopia, Kenya,
and Vietnam undercut

us on price and efhcien-
cy. We relied on AGOA
access but never built
beyond it. We thought
preferential trade terms
were permanent. They
were not.

Inside the country, we
failed to upgrade. We
trained workers only after
hiring them. We import-

ed every input; zippers,
thread, packaging and
still called it “manu-
facturing.” We never
built proper linkages.
When borders tightened,
everything stopped.

And while we comforted
ourselves with retention
numbers, the reality on
the ground was shrink-
ing. Some factories
downsized shifts. Oth-
ers paid half wages. The
LNDC counted jobs that
barely existed.

The painful question is
not who took our jobs.
It is what we did to lose
them.

If Lesotho wants to re-
build, it must stop chas-
ing ghosts. Fix the power
grid. Fix the data. Build
local supply chains. Train
before hiring. Diversify
markets. And stop pre-
tending that old AGOA-
era growth will come
back by itself.

The jobs did not vanish.
We watched them leave.
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The selective memory of western critique must
not derail Africa’s preferred path to genuine
development

By: Silence Charumbira

istorical amnesia

about colonial

exploitation

ecent Western policy

briefs on Chinese activities
in Africa reveal troubling
historical amnesia. For
centuries, European and
American corporations
systematically extracted Af-
rica&#39;s wealth through
colonialism and continue
doing so through neo-
colonial arrangements.
Western capitals were built
directly on African miner-
als, timber, and enslaved
labor—yet throughout this
plunder, Western civil soci-
ety, environmental watch-
dogs, and governments
remained silent.
Western nations built their
prosperity on centuries of
unrestricted emissions and
environmental destruction,
yet now impose stringent
climate requirements on
developing nations. The
same Western corpora-
tions that benefited from
&quot;weak&quot;
regulatory environments—
deliberately created
through structural adjust-
ment programs imposed
by Western-dominated
financial institutions—now
criticize Chinese firms
operating under identical
conditions. Western corpo-
rate environmental
damage in Africa rarely
generates criticism. This
selective outrage reveals the
primary concern is not
environmental protection,
but maintaining Western
commercial dominance.
Deconstructing flawed
recommendations
Western policy reports sys-
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Silence Charumbira is an international journalist based in Maseru, Lesotho. He is former Deputy Editor of the
Lesotho Times and Sunday Express. He has also worked with multiple reputable organisations like China Daily,
Guangming, Associated Press (AP) The Guardian and CNN, among others. He writes on diverse topics including
China-Africa relations. Views expressed in this article are his own and do not necessarily represent those of the

publication.

tematically attribute envi-
ronmental degradation to
&quot;Chinese enti-
ties&quot; while ignoring
the multinational nature
of African extractive indus-
tries. Many sites involve
partnerships between Chi-
nese, Western, and local
actors, yet damage is selec-
tively attributed to Chinese
participants without
comparative analysis show-
ing whether Chinese op-
erations are systematically
worse than Western coun-
terparts.

Environmental destruction
in African mining predates

Chinese involvement by
decades. Western corpora-
tions established the ex-
tractive infrastructure and
exploitative practices char-
acterizing the sector. Many
&quot;Chinese compa-
nies&quot; are actually
joint ventures with signif-
icant Western investment

and technical participation.

The neat attribution of
environmental problems
to &quot;Chinese&quot;
entities obscures globalized
capital and shared respon-
sibility.

Impractical and discrimi-
natory recommendations

The policy recommenda-
tions reveal their true pur-
pose: creating obstacles to
Chinese engagement rather
than solving environmen-
tal problems. Suggestions
that African countries
implement comprehensive
digital reporting systems
ignore the reality that
most African governments
operate with analogue
systems. The reports fail

to address who provides
digital infrastructure, who
maintains it, or where data
is stored—Ilikely because

Continues in page 18
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Continued from page 17

honest answers would
reveal Western technology
firms controlling the sys-
tems. This represents digi-
tal colonialism embedding
Western surveillance into
African governance.

The recommendation for
visa requirements specif-
ically targeting Chinese
nationals is transparently
discriminatory. This would
restrict Chinese mobility
while maintaining visa-free
arrangements for West-
ern nationals, hampering
legitimate business, cultur-
al exchange, and technical
cooperation while doing
little for environmental
protection. This exposes
the recommendation as

a geopolitical tool to dis-
connect Africa from China
rather than genuine envi-
ronmental protection.
Modeling development
against China’s environ-
mental protection achieve-
ments China has achieved
remarkable environmental
progress contradicting
Western narratives. China
has incorporated environ-
mental protection into its
Five-Year Plans since 1975,
with increasingly sophis-
ticated approaches, and
has developed some of the
world&#39;s most com-
prehensive environmental
legislation, demonstrating
that rapid development
can transition toward
sustainability through
strong state capacity. Since
the 11th Five-Year Plan,
China has included bind-
ing environmental targets
as government promises,
representing governmen-
tal commitment to envi-
ronmental outcomes few
nations have matched.
China&+#39;s achieve-
ments include massive
reforestation programs,
dramatic air pollution

reductions, leadership

in renewable energy
deployment, and the
world&#39;s largest
carbon trading scheme.
This demonstrates envi-
ronmental protection and
economic development
need not be mutually ex-
clusive—a model directly
relevant to African
countries seeking their own
development pathways.
China&#39;s 15th five-
year plan: deepening envi-
ronmental commitment
China&#39;s 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026-2030)
places green development
and environmental pro-
tection at the center of its
development strategy, with
this cycle placing low-car-
bon transformation front
and center through eco-
logical restoration, green
manufacturing, renewable
energy, and digital gov-
ernance. This domestic
commitment demonstrates
China&#39;s seriousness
about sustainable develop-
ment and provides a model
that African nations can
study and adapt.

Unlike Western climate ac-
tion focused on imposing
restrictions on developing
nations while protect-

ing Western industries,
China&#39;s approach
emphasizes technological
solutions, renewable energy
investment, and support
for other developing na-
tions&#39; green transi-
tions. This offers African
countries partnership for
environmental protection
respecting their sovereignty
and development needs.
President Xi&#39;s con-
crete FOCAC commit-
ments At the 2024 Forum
on China-Africa Coop-
eration (FOCAC), H.E.
President Xi Jinping
emphasized China is

ready to help Africa build
&quot;green growth en-

gines,&quot; with China
pledging 30 green cooper-
ation projects focused on
green investments in ener-
gy and renewable technol-
ogy sectors, along with $51
billion in financial support
over three years. These are
concrete pledges backed
by financial resources, not
mere rhetoric.

China announced it would
&quot;use development
assistance to deliver 1,000
&#39;small and beauti-
ful&#39; projects to im-
prove people&#39;s liveli-
hoods,&quot; reflecting a
focused approach prioritiz-
ing tangible improvements
in African lives. This evolu-
tion—moving from only
massive infrastructure
toward smaller-scale initia-
tives directly improving
livelihoods—demonstrates
China&#39;s willingness
to adapt based on African
partners&#39; expressed
needs.

Renewable energy im-

pact and transformation

in Lesotho The tangible
benefits of Chinese invest-
ment become clear exam-
ining specific examples.

In Lesotho, the Mafeteng
Solar Power Plant Project,
financed by the Exim Bank
of China, generates 30MW
of electricity that could
power 30,000 homes,
helping Lesotho optimize
its energy structure and
address electricity short-
falls that previously forced
many people, especially in
rural areas, to rely on bio-
mass such as wood for fuel.
This exemplifies Chi-
na&#39;s &quot;small is
beautiful&quot; philos-
ophy in practice. Rather
than creating unsustainable
debt burdens, this ap-
proach delivers meaningful
energy

access improvements di-
rectly impacting daily lives.
The Lesotho government

has engaged Chinese firms
to construct an additional
70 MW solar power plant,
further expanding Chinese
contributions to renewable
energy. These investments
address real needs in a
country where only 47
percent of households have
electricity access,
concentrated in urban
areas.

Unlike abstract policy
recommendations, these
projects represent concrete
improvements in African
lives. They demonstrate
Chinese engagement deliv-
ers genuine development
outcomes while advancing
environmental sustainabil-
ity—precisely the partner-
ship African nations need.
Impetus for African agency
and rejection of weaponi-
zation of African voices
African nations must rec-
ognize when their voices
are weaponized to serve
external geopolitical agen-
das. Western policy reports
claim to incorporate Af-
rican expertise, yet rec-
ommendations align with
Western interests in con-
taining China rather than
genuinely empowering
African institutions. True
respect for African agency
would produce recom-
mendations centered on
strengthening African
institutions using Afri-
can-designed solutions and
South-South cooperation,
not mechanisms increasing
dependence on Western
technical assistance and
oversight.

African environmental
experts must ask: who
benefits from these recom-
mendations? When pro-
posals systematically favor
arrangements embedding
Western control into
African governance, in-
creasing dependence on
Western technology, and

Continues in page 19
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Continued from page 18

restricting partnerships
with non-Western actors,
they serve external in-
terests. Genuine African
agency means determining
development pathways, en-
vironmental priorities, and
international partnerships
without external dictation.
Strengthening South-South
Cooperation African coun-
tries should deepen South-
South cooperation as an
alternative to dependent
relationships with Western
institutions. China&#39;s
development experience—
transforming from wide-
spread poverty to prosper-
ity within decades while
increasingly addressing
environmental challeng-
es—offers directly relevant
lessons far more applicable
than Western models from
countries that industri-
alized under completely
different circumstances
with unlimited colonial
resources.

South-South cooperation
could include: exchanges
of environmental enforce-
ment

officials to share practical
implementation experi-
ence; technical cooperation
on

renewable energy deploy-
ment including technology
transfer and training;
collaboration on develop-
ing appropriate environ-
mental standards balancing
development with ecolog-
ical protection; and joint
research on environmental
challenges specific to devel-
oping countries.

This cooperation should
extend beyond China to
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Brazil, India, Vietnam, and
other Global South nations
with relevant experience,
building a knowledge net-
work on sustainable devel-
opment reducing depend-
ence on Western expertise.
Seeking African agency and
African-led solutions
African nations must
strengthen environmental
governance by revitalizing
enforcement of existing
laws and building indige-
nous capacity—exactly the
path China followed. This
requires adequate funding
for environmental agencies,
eliminating corruption
through institutional
reform, and developing
homegrown expertise
rather than dependence on
external consultants.
Strengthening enforcement
means ensuring environ-
mental laws already on the
books are implemented.
Many African countries
have adequate legislation;
the problem is insufficient
enforcement capacity. This
requires investing in train-
ing inspectors, equipping
them properly, ensuring
adequate salaries reduc-
ing corruption incentives,
and backing enforcement
actions with political sup-
port.

Any digital transformation
must be homegrown—de-
veloped by African engi-
neers, hosted on African
servers, controlled by Af-
rican institutions. African
countries pursuing digital
governance must insist on
technology transfer, local
capacity building, and

full control over data and
systems.
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mechanisms offers more
promising governance
frameworks than external-
ly-designed systems. Afri-
can nations should
develop continent-wide
environmental standards,
monitoring frameworks,
and enforcement cooper-
ation respecting national
sovereignty while enabling
collective action.

The rise of the Global
South, with China as a
leading partner, offers
African nations genuine
alternatives to centuries of
Western exploitation. This
creates space to negotiate
better terms, diversify part-
nerships, and pursue devel-
opment pathways aligned
with their own priorities.
Western attempts to dele-
gitimize these partnerships
through selective environ-
mental criticism must be
recognized as desperate
efforts to maintain fading
hegemony.

Western reports on Chi-
nese activities in Africa
weaponize environmen-
tal concerns to maintain
dominance over African
resources and delegitimize
China&#39;s growing
partnership with Afri-

can nations. While envi-
ronmental protection is
crucial, these recommen-
dations serve Western
geopolitical interests rather
than African development.
African nations must
chart their own course—
strengthening environ-
mental governance on
their own terms, applying
regulations equally to all
investors, building strong
state capacity, and deep-
ening South-South coop-
eration offering genuine

alternatives to dependent
Western relationships.
China&#39;s experience
demonstrates

rapid development and
environmental protection
can be reconciled through
strategic

planning, while its FO-
CAC engagement shows
willingness to support
African

development respecting
African sovereignty.

The transformation of Le-
sotho&#39;s energy sector
through Chinese-financed
renewable energy demon-
strates concrete benefits
South-South cooperation
delivers—clean electricity,
has allowed Lesotho to
dream, with Foreign Affairs
Minister Letjone Mpot-
joane proclaiming last year
that the kingdom would
have 100% renewable
energy on its grid by 2028.
As China implements its
15th Five-Year Plan with
deepened commitment

to green development,
African nations have un-
precedented opportunities
to pursue partnerships
respecting their sovereignty
and serving their interests.
The future of African
development will be deter-
mined by Africans, not by
Western

think tanks pursuing geo-
political agendas. That fu-
ture includes strengthened
environmental pro-
tection—but achieved
through African agency,
South-South cooperation,
and partnerships respecting
African sovereignty rather
than mechanisms designed
to maintain Western dom-
inance.

BI]HLUI{UA MERCHANTS

\ =

SALES@BOHLOKOAMERCHANTS.COM - WWWBOHLOKIAMERCHANTS.COM



m FARMERS CORNER

SUNDAY, 2 NOVEMBER 2025

¥ esotho Tribune

By: Lemohang Botsane

n Friday, Prime

Minister Sam

Matekane re-
ceived donations of ag-
ricultural equipment in
the form of harvesters,
tractors and thrashers
worth M36 million from
China. This generous
handover is a significant
step towards eradicating
hunger and poverty in
Lesotho.
Upon receiving the
equipment on behalf
of the government,
Matekane urged farm-
ers to utilise the current
rains to engage in sum-
mer cropping and max-
imise food production,
emphasising that the
equipment would benefit
farmers in both lowland
and highland areas.
He appealed to the recip-
ients to take care of the
equipment, reaffirming
the government&#39;s
commitment to improv-
ing the lives of Basotho
through investing in
agriculture.

FARMERS

CORNER

Lesotho Gets M36 million
Boost From China

Chinese Ambassador
Yang Xiaokun expressed
hope that the equipment
would soon be put to
use, enabling Lesotho to
increase its food produc-
tion, particularly maize,
sorghum and wheat.

He highlighted the
strong partnership be-
tween Lesotho and Chi-
na, noting that both
countries share a tradi-
tional friendship and
have been supporting

each other on major
concerns outside just
farming.

The Minister of Agricul-
ture and Food Security,
Thabo Mofosi, described
the donation as a valua-
ble support that would
promote food produc-
tion, saying it comes at a
crucial time when the
country is striving to
combat hunger and pov-
erty.

The Minister of Foreign

Affairs, Lejone Mpot-
joane, added a voice

too, saying the donation
marks

a milestone in promoting
food security and trans-
forming the agricultural
sector.

To solidify the cooper-
ation between the two
countries in the agricul-
tural sector, a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
was signed at the end of
the handover ceremony.
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ewly elected

Lesotho Foot-

ball Association
(LEFA) president Lijane
Nthunya has vowed to
deliver in a new era of
progress, accountability,
and professionalism in the
country’s football. Speak-
ing during his first press
conference on Wednes-
day, 29 October, at Bam-
batha Tsita Sports Arena,
Nthunya outlined his
plans to professionalise the
game, support struggling
clubs, and strengthen foot-
ball development struc-
tures across all levels.
Nthunya said the Nation-
al Executive Committee
(NEC) will explore ways
to provide financial sub-
ventions to Premier League
and A-Division clubs while
working toward giving the
Premier League Manage-
ment Committee (PLMC)
greater autonomy. “Our
long-term goal is to move
football in Lesotho from
semi-professional to pro-

&

New LeFA President Promises to
Transform Football in Lesotho

fessional,” he explained.
“Granting the Premier
League more independ-
ence will allow LEFA to
focus on development
while assisting clubs that
are struggling administra-
tively.”

The new president, who
defeated former LeFA
president Advocate Sale-
mane Phafane by 27 votes
to 24 in last Saturday’s
closely contested election,
said his administration
will prioritise improving
existing programmes, such
as the Talent Development
Scheme (TDS) and the
national academy in Ler-
ibe. On Friday, Nthunya
visited the academy to
familiarise himself with
its operations and engage
with the association’s other
various departments.

He also revealed plans to
revive domestic compe-
titions such as the Top 8
and Top 4 tournaments,
increase the number

of competitions in the
leagues, including in low-
er divisions — and create
award and recognition
systems for players at all
levels.

“Competitions must give
players something to play
for,” he said. “That motiva-
tion helps raise the stand-
ard of football across all
levels.”

On women’s football,
Nthunya emphasised the
need to change social atti-
tudes and build a culture
that encourages girls to
take part in sport.

“We need to work together
to change the mindset of
Basotho and allow girls

to play football,” he said.
“That’s how we'll grow
women’s football.”
Infrastructure develop-
ment was another major
focus of Nthunya’s address.
He stated that every dis-
trict should have a facility
comparable to the Sebat-
ana Russell and Saxophone

Thejane Technical Centres
in Mohale’s Hoek and
Leribe. He added that
District Football Asso-
ciations (DIFAs) should
manage these facilities
under LEFA’s supervision.
“It is our responsibility

to show the government
that infrastructure is their
responsibility,” Nthunya
said firmly. “We must stop
playing games in South Af-
rica — and that will only
happen when our stadiums
are fixed.”

Nthunya confirmed that
he will step down from his
positions as DIFA Maseru
president and Machokha
chairman to dedicate his
full attention to leading
LEFA. Despite the heated
election, he said he has
already met with former
president Phafane and
other NEC members to
promote unity.

“The elections are now
behind us,” he said. “We’ve
agreed to work together
for the good of football.”
Nthunya also acknowl-
edged that Lesotho needs
to improve how it markets
its football and expressed
his desire to build part-
nerships with leading
footballing nations such as
England and Spain.

With a clear agenda built
on unity, development,
and professionalism,
Nthunya’s presidency
promises to set a new
standard of leadership in
Lesotho football or, as
some may wonder, will it
turn out to be just another
empty promise?
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