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Justice Minister Under Fire Over Alleged
Use of Inmates to Work His Fields

BY: Seipati Matobo

he Minister
of Justice and
Correctional

Services, Hon. Richard
Ramoeletsi, has been
accused of using inmates
incarcerated at Mohale’s
Hoek Correctional Facil-
ity as unpaid labourers
to perform agricultural
work, including weeding
fields allegedly linked to
him, raising fresh ques-
tions about abuse of state
power and the exploita-
tion of prisoners.

Two independent sourc-
es from Mekaling, the
minister’s constituency
in the Mohale’s Hoek
district, told Lesotho Tri-
bune that inmates from
the correctional facility
are routinely taken out
to work in nearby fields.
The sources allege that
this labour benefits the
minister directly and
substitutes employment
opportunities that could
otherwise have gone to
local villagers.

According to the sources,
who requested anonymi-
ty for fear of reprisal, the
use of inmates amounts
to free labour and re-
flects a broader pattern
of political privilege,
where access to state in-
stitutions is leveraged for
personal benefit.

“This is not community
service. These are in-

mates being used instead
of employing people
from the village who are
desperate for work,” one
source said.

The allegations, if prov-
en, would raise serious
legal and ethical con-
cerns. While Lesotho
Correctional Services
permits inmate labour
under specific con-
ditions, such work is
typically restricted to
prison-managed agricul-
tural projects, rehabili-
tation programmes, or
court-sanctioned activ-
ities. Using inmates to
work private fields would
potentially violate both
correctional regulations
and constitutional safe-
guards against forced
labour.

Lesotho Tribune contact-
ed Minister Ramoeletsi
for comment on the al-
legations. By the time of

publication, no response
had been received.
However, Lesotho Cor-
rectional Services Public
Relations Officer denied
the claims, insisting that
inmates are only engaged
in agricultural work
linked to prison-owned
land.

“Not true,” the LCS
PRO said. “Bats’ oaruoa
ba ntse ba sebetsa masi-
mong ao toronko e lem-
meng seahlolo le beng ba
ona Maphutseng Mhoek.
At least to my knowl-
edge.”

The PRO added that, to
their understanding, in-
mates were not involved
in any privately owned
fields linked to the min-
ister.

“Empa ha ke tsebe haeba
masimo a letona le ona a
kenelletse in that block
farming, such that ho

hlaha eka ho hlaoloa a

hae fela,” the PRO said.
Crucially, the LCS
spokesperson acknowl-
edged that such conduct
would be unacceptable if
it were taking place.

“It is not acceptable hore
inmates baka hlaola ma-
simo a letona. And entse
sa etsahale joalo,” the
PRO said.

The statement intro-
duces ambiguity rather
than closure. While LCS
denies knowledge of
inmates working on the
minister’s personal fields,
it concedes uncertainty
about the boundaries of
block farming activities
and whether private land
could be visually or oper-
ationally conflated with
prison projects.

If proven that inmates
being deployed for pri-
vate benefit is damaging
to Sam Matekane admin-
istration particularly in

a country where unem-
ployment is high and po-
litical office is frequently
accused of blurring pub-
lic and private interests.
The allegations come
amid growing public
scrutiny of how state
resources are used by se-
nior officials, and wheth-
er oversight institutions
are sufficiently robust to
prevent abuse.

Lesotho Tribune will
continue to seek a re-
sponse from Minister
Ramoeletsi.
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Nation Mourns Malefetsane Nchaka

By: Tholoana Lesenya
MASERU

esotho is in
mourning fol-
lowing the pass-

ing of former Principal
Secretary,

community leader

and senior opposition
figure, Malefetsane
Nchaka, whose death
late Saturday night has
closed a chapter on a
life deeply entwined
into the country’s pub-
lic service and political
history.

News of his death was
confirmed on Sunday

by All Basotho Con-
vention (ABC) Secre-
tary General, Thebe
Mokoatle, who said
Nchaka died at around
23:00 after a §pro-
longed illness. He had
been battling prostate
cancer for some time.
Nchaka’s passing has
sent ripples of sorrow
through political cir-
cles, government
institutions and com-
munities where he was
known not only as a
senior official and
politician, but also as
a mentor, organiser
and quiet mobiliser for
development.

Those who worked
closely with him de-
scribe a man whose life
was shaped by an
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enduring belief in
service, service to the
state, to his party and
to ordinary citizens.
Born and raised in Le-
sotho, Nchaka came of
age in a period when
the country’s public
institutions were evolv-
ing and often under
strain. It was within
this environment that
he built a career in
public administration,
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steadily rising through
the ranks to occupy
some of the most de-
manding senior posts
in government.
Among the positions
he held, he is perhaps
best remembered for
his tenure as Principal
Secretary in the Minis-
try of Agriculture and
Food Security. It was a
role that placed him
at the centre of one of

the most sensitive and
strategic sectors of the
national economy,
food production, rural
livelihoods and nation-
al resilience.
Colleagues from that
period recall a disci-
plined administrator
who paid close atten-
tion to systems, policy
detail and institutional
order. He was known

Continues in page 5
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Continnued from page 4

to insist on punctual-
ity, proper procedure
and accountability, not
out of rigidity, they
say, but from a con-
viction that effective
governance depended
on strong, well-run
institutions.

Under his watch, the
ministry navigated
complex challenges
linked to food security,
climate pressures and
rural development.
While public service
rarely brings visible
applause, those with-
in the ministry credit
Nchaka with strength-
ening internal
coordination and
pushing for policies
aimed at improving
support to farmers and
rural communities.
Yet his life cannot be
contained within job
titles alone.

Beyond the corridors
of government, Ncha-
ka remained firmly
rooted in community
affairs. He was widely
regarded as approach-
able, a senior figure
who did not withdraw
behind office doors,
but who continued to
attend local gatherings,
party meetings and
development discus-
sions.

Mokoatle described
him as “a committed
public servant who
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dedicated much of his

life to serving the na-
tion through public
administration and
political engagement.”
He said Nchaka be-
lieved deeply in dem-
ocratic participation
and in the responsibil-
ity of leaders to remain
connected to the peo-
ple they served.

That belief found re-
newed expression in
the later chapter of his
life, when he stepped
more visibly into parti-
san politics.

As a senior member of
the ABC, Nchaka was
part of the generation
that helped shape

and sustain the party
during critical mo-
ments of Lesotho’s
multiparty era. With-
in party structures,

he was known as a
stabilising presence,
someone who valued
internal dialogue, or-
ganisational discipline
and grassroots mobili-
sation.

His decision to contest
the 2022 National As-
sembly elections as the
ABC candidate for
Thaba-Putsoa Con-
stituency reflected not
ambition, but conti-
nuity. To those close to
him, it was proof that
he had not retreated
from public life after
government service,
but had instead chosen
to re-engage directly
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with voters and com-
munity structures.
Although electoral
contests are, by nature,
uncertain and often
unforgiving, Nchaka’s
campaign was widely
viewed as an extension
of his lifelong commit-
ment to participation
and representation. He
spoke frequently about
development, youth
involvement and the
need for experienced
leadership that could
bridge the gap between
state institutions

and everyday realities.
In private life, friends
and associates describe
him as measured,
thoughtful and
respectful. He was not
known for flamboyant
speeches or dramatic
gestures, but for care-
ful listening and con-
sidered responses. In
meetings, he preferred
substance over specta-
cle, and he was often
the one to remind
colleagues of procedur
al detail or historical
context.

His illness, though
known to close associ-
ates, was largely borne
with privacy and
dignity. Even as his
health declined, he re-
mained in contact with
party colleagues and
friends, offering ad-
vice, encouragement
and, at times, gentle
humour.

The announcement of
his death has prompt-
ed an outpouring of
condolences from
political figures, for-
mer colleagues and
community members.
Many speak of his
consistency, a rare
quality in public life,
and of a man whose
positions may have
changed over time, but
whose dedication to
service did not.

As tributes continue
to emerge, a portrait

is forming of a leader
who did not chase the
spotlight, but who
laboured within insti-
tutions, believing that
progress is often built
through patient ad-
ministration, princi-
pled politics and sus-
tained community
engagement.

Funeral arrangements
have not yet been an-
nounced, but the na-
tion is already reflect-
ing on a life marked by
duty.

In Malefetsane Ncha-
ka’s passing, Lesotho
loses more than a for-
mer Principal Secretary
or a senior party mems-
ber. It loses a genera-
tion of leadership that
understood public
service not as a stage,
but as a long, demand-
ing journey, one that
he walked with com-
mitment until the very
end.
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Law Society Faces Constitutional
Challenge Over NGO Lawyers and
Access to Justice

By: Staff Reporter

Maseru

rnajor constitu-
tional confronta-
tion has landed

before the High Court of
Lesotho, placing the Law
Society of Lesotho, the
Minister of Justice and
Law, and the Attorney
General under scrutiny
over decisions that hu-
man-rights organisations
argue threaten access to
justice for the country’s
poorest and most mar-
ginalised communities.
In an application filed
under Constitutional
Case No. 0030/2025,
three applicants —
Women and Law in
Southern Africa Research
Trust Lesotho (WLSA
Lesotho), Advocate
Bataung Ntoko, and
Seinoli Legal Centre —
are asking the court to
review and set aside deci-
sions by the Law Society
that withdrew WLSA’s
accreditation to provide
legal representation and
refused to issue or renew
practising certificates

for lawyers employed by
non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs).

At the centre of the dis-
pute is the interpretation
and application of sec-
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tion 7(3) of the Law So-
ciety Act of 1983, which
the applicants argue has
been applied arbitrari-
ly, irrationally, and in

a manner inconsistent
with the Constitution.
Who is involved

WLSA Lesotho, reg-
istered in 2000, is a
long-established hu-
man-rights NGO pro-
viding free legal services,
advocacy, research, and
legal education, particu-

larly to women, children,

and indigent communi-
ties across Lesotho. Its
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work spans litigation,
community outreach,
policy reform, and para-
legal training, with an
operational footprint ex-
tending into remote and
hard-to-reach districts
such as Quthing, Qacha’s
Nek, Thaba-Tseka, Mok-
hotlong, Butha-Buthe,
and Leribe.

The second applicant,
Advocate Bataung
Ntoko, is a duly ad-
mitted advocate of the
courts of Lesotho who
works within WLSA’s
legal department. The

third applicant, Seinoli
Legal Centre, is another
NGO engaged in legal
services and public-inter-
est litigation.

The respondents are the
Law Society of Lesotho,
cited as the statutory reg-
ulator of the legal pro-
fession; the Minister of
Justice and Law; and the
Attorney General, cit-

ed in his capacity as the
principal legal adviser to
the government.

What triggered the dis-

Continued from Page 7
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pute

According to the found-
ing afhidavit, tensions
arose after a complaint
was lodged against
WLSA with the Law
Society following the
submission of a list of

its admitted legal prac-
titioners for the renewal
of their practising cer-
tificates. The applicants
contend that, following
this complaint, the Law
Society’s attitude towards
WLSA “changed drasti-
cally,” culminating in the
withdrawal of its accred-
itation and the refusal to
renew or issue practising
certificates to its lawyers.
WLSA alleges that these
steps were taken without
affording it or its legal
practitioners a proper
hearing, and that re-
quests for procedural
fairness were dismissed
on the basis that a hear-
ing would “serve no pur-
pose as it cannot reach
any other conclusion but
subverting illegality,” a
position the applicants
describe as deeply irregu-
lar and unlawful.

The legal challenge

The applicants argue that
the Law Society acted ul-
tra vires, irrationally, and
in breach of basic admin-
istrative-law principles
by unilaterally withdraw-
ing accreditation and
withholding practising
certificates without due
process.

They further argue that
section 7(3) of the Law

Society Act, properly in-
terpreted, does not pro-
hibit lawyers employed
by NGOs from practis-
ing law or representing
clients in court. To the
extent that the provision
is read as excluding such
lawyers on the basis that
they are “not in private
practice,” the applicants
contend that this inter-
pretation is unconstitu-
tional.

In particular, they argue
that such an interpre-
tation violates consti-
tutional guarantees of
equality before the law
and equal protection, as
well as the right to a fair
trial. They point out that
denying indigent persons
access to NGO-provid-
ed legal representation
effectively shuts the
courthouse doors to
those who cannot afford
private lawyeyrs.
Consequences for access
to justice

A significant portion of
the court papers is de-
voted to outlining the
practical consequenc-

es of the Law Society’s
decisions. WLSA warns
that the refusal to issue
practising certificates to
NGO-employed lawyers
could force retrench-
ments, exacerbate un-
employment among law
graduates, and dismantle
one of the few functional
access-to-justice mech-
anisms available to vul-
nerable communities in
Lesotho.

The applicants reject

suggestions that affect-
ed clients could rely on
pro bono services from
private practitioners,
describing such an ap-
proach as unrealistic and
inadequate. They note
that private legal practi-
tioners are concentrated
in urban centres, while
NGOs often operate in
rural and underserved
areas where legal services
are already scarce. Pro
bono work, they argue,
is neither compulsory
nor systematically regu-
lated in a way that could
substitute for structured
NGO legal aid.

They also point to the
government’s own admis-
sion that state-provided
legal aid is under-re-
sourced, understaffed,
and overwhelmed, citing
official reports acknowl-
edging the inadequacy of
legal aid provision across
the country.

Relief sought from the
court

Among the orders
sought, the applicants
ask the High Court to:

. Compel the Law
Society to dispatch the
full record of proceed-
ings relating to the revo-
cation of WLSA’s accred-
itation;

. Review and set
aside the withdrawal of
WLSA’s accreditation
and the refusal to issue
practising certificates to
NGO-employed lawyers;
. Declare that duly
admitted legal practi-
tioners employed by

NGOs are entitled to
practise law and repre-
sent clients in court;

. Alternatively,
declare the impugned
portion of section 7(3)
of the Law Society Act
unconstitutional to the
extent that it excludes
such practitioners;

. Order the issuance
of practising certificates
upon payment of the
requisite fees

A case with far-reaching
implications

While framed as a dis-
pute between NGOs and
the professional regula-
tor, the case raises broad-
er questions about who
is entitled to practise law
in Lesotho, how regula-
tory power is exercised,
and whether statutory
interpretation can law-
fully narrow access to
justice for the poor.

If the applicants suc-
ceed, the ruling could
clarify the legal status of
NGO-employed lawyers
and reaffirm the consti-
tutional obligation to en-
sure meaningful access to
justice. If they fail, hu-
man-rights organisations
warn that the decision
could hollow out pub-
lic-interest litigation and
leave thousands without
practical legal recourse.
The matter is expected
to be closely watched

by the legal profession,
civil society, and policy-
makers alike, as it cuts to
the heart of how justice
is delivered — and to
whom — in Lesotho
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As Washington Retreats From Global Bodies,
BNP’s Mofomobe Urges Proactive Lesotho

Strategy

By: Staff Reporter

n a sweeping for-

eign-policy move,

U.S. President
Donald Trump has di-
rected the United States
to withdraw from 66 in-
ternational organisations,

including key United Na-

tions bodies and global
governance frameworks
that have shaped decades
of post-war cooperation.
The decision, formalised
in a presidential mem-

orandum on January 7,
20206, reflects a broader

shift toward unilateralism

and a reassertion of na-
tional sovereignty.
Among the most prom-
inent international
frameworks affected

is the United Nations
Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) — the legal
backbone of coordinated
global climate action and
the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment — along with relat-
ed climate, development,
and scientific bodies. The
U.S. has characterised its
exits as necessary to pro-
tect domestic interests,
citing that many of these
organisations promote
agendas it finds counter
to U.S. priorities.

'The move has provoked
international concern,
not least from officials in
vulnerable regions who
rely on these frameworks

for technical support, di-
saster preparedness, and
multilateral funding.

In Lesotho, the repercus-
sions of these geopolitical
shifts are already drawing
political commentary.
Hon. Machesetsa Mo-
fomobe, leader of the
Basotho National Party
(BNP), spoke to Lesotho
Tribune, pressing Prime
Minister Sam Matekane
to outline a comprehen-
sive plan to mitigate the
impact of anticipated
closures or withdrawals
of offices belonging to
the affected organisations
in Maseru.

“The cessation of U.S. aid
in previous cycles,” Mo-
fomobe noted, “demon-
strated the fragility of

relying on external sup-
port for essential income
streams and socio-eco-
nomic benefits. We must
not wait until Basotho
households and service
delivery systems are un-
der extreme duress before
we act.” He warned that
without mitigation and
domestic investment
strategies, many Basotho
could face heightened
economic pressures.
Mofomobe also refer-
enced Lesotho’s national
population census sched-
uled for later this year,
cautioning that the with-
drawal of support from
bodies such as the United
Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) threatens not
only funding but the

technical capacity to
conduct accurate demo-
graphic assessments.

On climate change, Mo-
fomobe offered a stark
observation:

“When global mech-
anisms that support
climate resilience dis-
solve, countries like

ours — perched in fragile
topographies with econ-
omies already stressed by
drought, irregular rainfall
patterns, and food inse-
curity — will be left with-
out guidance or resourc-
es. Climate volatility is
not a distant threat; it’s a
present economic multi-

plier of hardship.”
GLOBAL RAMIFICA-

Continues in Page 11
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TIONS AND LESO-
THO’S POSITION
International analysts
warn that the U.S. with-
drawal from these 66
bodies — half of which are
U.N. afhiliated — threat-
ens to erode decades of
multilateral institution-
al architecture. Critics
argue that such retreats
weaken global coopera-
tion on climate, health,
gender equality, and
economic development.
Proponents within the
Trump administration
maintain the moves pri-
oritise national sovereign-
ty and fiscal restraint.
For Lesotho, which
participates in regional
development initiatives
and depends on technical
partnerships with inter-
national organisations,
the challenge will be to
redesign national frame-
works of resilience and fi-
nancing, in part through
diversified partnerships
beyond traditional bilat-
eral supporters.

The 66 Internation-

al Organisations From
Which the United States
Is Withdrawing
Non-United Nations
Organisations (35):
1.24/7 Carbon-Free En-
ergy Compact
2.Colombo Plan Council
3.Commission for Envi-
ronmental Cooperation
4. Education Cannot
Wait

5.European Centre of
Excellence for Counter-
ing Hybrid Threats

6.Forum of European

National Highway Re-
search Laboratories

7 .Freedom Online Coa-
lition

8.Global Community
Engagement and Resil-
ience Fund

9.Global Counterterror-
ism Forum

10.Global Forum on Cy-
ber Expertise

11.Global Forum on
Migration and Develop-
ment

12.Inter-American Insti-
tute for Global Change
Research
13.Intergovernmental
Forum on Mining, Min-
erals, Metals, and Sus-
tainable Development
14.Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
15.Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Eco-
system Services
16.International Centre
for the Study of the Pres-
ervation and Restoration
of Cultural Property
17.International Cotton
Advisory Committee
18.International Devel-
opment Law Organiza-
tion

19.International Energy
Forum

20.International Federa-
tion of Arts Councils and
Culture Agencies
21.International Institute
for Democracy and Elec-
toral Assistance
22.International Institute
for Justice and the Rule
of Law

23 International Lead
and Zinc Study Group
24 .International Renew-

able Energy Agency

25.International Solar
Alliance

26.International Tropical
Timber Organization

27 International Union
for Conservation of Na-
ture

28.Pan American Insti-
tute of Geography and
History

29.Partnership for Atlan-
tic Cooperation
30.Regional Cooperation
Agreement on Combat-
ting Piracy and Armed
Robbery against Ships in
Asia

31.Regional Cooperation
Council

32.Renewable Energy
Policy Network for the
21st Century

33.Science and Technolo-
gy Center in Ukraine

34 .Secretariat of the
Pacific Regional Environ-
ment Programme
35.Venice Commission
of the Council of Europe
United Nations Organi-
sations (31):
36.Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs
37.UN Economic and
Social Council — Eco-
nomic Commission for

Africa

38.ECOSOC — Econom-
ic Commission for Latin
America and the Carib-
bean

39. ECOSOC — Eco-
nomic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and the
Pacific

40.ECOSOC — Econom-
ic and Social Commis-
sion for Western Asia
41.International Law
Commission

42 International Residual

Mechanism for Criminal
Tribunals

43 International Trade
Centre

44.Ofhce of the Special
Adviser on Africa
45.0fhce of the Special
Representative of the
Secretary-General for
Children in Armed Con-
flict

46.0fhce of the Special
Representative of the Sec-
retary-General on Sexual
Violence in Conflict
47.0Ofhce of the Special
Representative of the
Secretary-General on Vi-
olence Against Children
48.Peacebuilding Com-
mission
49.Peacebuilding Fund
50.Permanent Forum on
People of African De-
scent

51.UN Alliance of Civili-
zations

52.UN Collaborative
Programme on Reducing
Emissions from Defor-
estation and Forest Deg-
radation in Developing
Countries

53.UN Conference on
Trade and Development
54.UN Democracy Fund
55.UN Energy

56.UN Entity for Gen-
der Equality and the Em-
powerment of Women
57.UN Framework
Convention on Climate
Change

58.UN Human Settle-
ments Programme
59.UN Institute for
Training and Research
60.UN Oceans

61.UN Population Fund
62.UN Register of Con-

ventional Arms
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Lesotho’s Manufacturing
Sector Has Collapsed, World
Bank Data Shows

By: Staff Reporter ' ""

he World Bank’s
latest economic
projections for

Lesotho paint a stark
picture of an economy
whose productive core is
weakening rapidly. At the

centre of this deteriora-
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Ministry Revives National Quality Awards

By: Staff Reporter

he Ministry of

Trade, Industry

and Business
Development (MTIBD)
has announced the re-
start and launch of the
2026 National Quality
Awards. This initiative
shows the government’s
plan to promote quality
standards, make local
businesses more compet-
itive and raise Lesotho’s
global reputation.
The National Quality
Awards commenced in
2013 to encourage ex-
cellence, innovation and
continuous improvement
in Lesotho’s business
sector.
The awards took a break
in 2017 and are now
being brought back to
match the Southern Afri-
can Development Com-
munity (SADC) 2025
call for stronger regional
quality systems.
The reinstatement means
Lesotho wants its com-
panies to meet inter-
national best practices
to promote excellence
and better quality man-
agement to recognise
businesses that perform
at world-class levels and
encourage companies to
use global quality stand-
ards for products and
services.
In preparation for the
2026 awards, the Minis-
try held technical work-
shops and awareness
campaigns from March
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to November 2025 across
the country. These events
helped businesses under-
stand quality standards
and get ready to enter
the competition aiming
to strengthen Lesotho’s
quality infrastructure
and help local enterpris-
es grow in the regional
market.

The 2026 Awards cere-
mony is therefore set for
January 28, 2026 and
will honour five cate-
gories: Product of the
Year, Exporter of the
Year, Service of the Year,
Individual Contributor
of the Year and Compa-
ny of the Year — high-
lighting excellence and
lifting standards across
Lesotho’s businesses. The
Ministry urged Quali-
fying firms to apply for
national recognition and
a stronger, more compet-
itive economy.
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Stanlib fund manager Nicolas Lyle resigns

By: GONTSE PHALA

und manag-

er and analyst

Nicolas Lyle has
resigned from Stanlib
after more than six years.

He contributed to invest-

ment decision-making
during his tenure and,
prior to the role, covered
global real estate invest-
ment trusts (Reits) at the
firm for three years.
Stanlib Asset Manage-
ment confirmed the
resignation to Citywire
South Africa. It added
that the firm is strength-
ening how it manages
listed property by in-
corporating the offering
into its Systematic Solu-
tions capability. “This
approach has been met
with great support from
clients, investors and
other stakeholders,’ it
added.

‘Integrating SA listed
property into our Sys-
tematic Solutions frame-
work will ensure greater
precision, efliciency and
risk management, while
unlocking broader op-
portunities for innova-
tion,” said head of invest-
ments Mark Lovett.

The firm said that in
2023 it changed to an
active, systematic process
over traditional funda-
mental management for
listed SA equities.” This
global best-practice ap-
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proach uses quantitative
techniques to deliver
consistent results, as
demonstrated by the
performance track record
achieved by top-rated
portfolio manager Ra-
demeyer Vermaak and
the Systematic Solutions
team.

It added that the Sys-
tematic Solutions team
had the scale, technology
and expertise to man-
age additional strategies
without compromising
quality.

Before joining Stanlib,
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Lyle built extensive expe-
rience across real estate,
investment and financial
management roles in
Africa. He was an adviser
to the RMB Westport
Africa real estate devel-
opment funds, served as
interim chief financial
officer at Profica, and
worked as a consultant
to Afprops, the property
advisory firm he founded
and led as chief exec-
utive officer, alongside
advisory roles linked

to pension investment
structures.

&'

Lyle is a CFA charter-
holder and a chartered
accountant, having qual-
ified with the Institute of
Chartered Accountants
of Scotland. His academ-
ic background includes

a master’s in arts and an
undergraduate in Span-
ish and Portuguese, with
a focus on language and
business studies, from
the University of Edin-
burgh.

Update: The original
article did not include
comment from Stanlib

and has been updated
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LMPS moves to calm breathalyser storm

MASERU

he Lesotho
Mounted Police
Service (LMPS)

has moved to calm grow-
ing public unease over
the hygiene and credibil-
ity of breathalyser tests
used in drunk-

driving arrests, firmly
rejecting claims that mo-
torists are made to blow
into the same unclean
device.

The police response
follows public allega-
tions by Transformation
Resource Centre (TRC)
Executive Director,
Tsikoane Peshoane, who
suggested that officers
routinely use one breath-
alyser on several motor-
ists without changing
any components, raising
fears about both health
risks and the reliability
of the results.

In a statement circulated
on its official platforms,
LMPS said the reports
spreading on social me-
dia were misleading and
risked creating unneces-
sary panic. The police

clarified that while the after use. posed of straight after blow directly into the de-
breathalyser machine “Every motorist is pro-  each test. This procedure vice and that the service
itself is reused, each sus-  vided with a fresh straw is followed to ensure remains committed to
pect is required to before taking a breatha-  hygiene, safety and the =~ upholding professional
blow into a new, dispos-  lyser test,” the statement integrity of the results.”  standards in traffic law
able straw, which is im-  reads. “These straws are ~ LMPS stressed that no enforcement.

mediately thrown away  single-use and are dis- driver is expected to However, the police

Continues in page 17
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By: Editorial

here is some-

thing profoundly

revealing about
what governments
choose to celebrate when
the economy is strug-
eling.
'This week, the Ministry
of Trade, Industry and
Business Development
proudly “relaunched”
the 2026 National
Quality Awards. A press
conference was con-
vened. A ceremony date
announced. Categories
unveiled. Application
forms printed. Deadlines
set.
And one is left won-
dering: is this really
where the state believes
its intervention is most
needed?
Lesotho is facing stag-
nant production, a col-
lapsing manufacturing
base, deepening import
dependence and a pri-
vate sector that survives
more by resilience than
by policy support. Ac-
cess to finance remains
constrained. Infrastruc-
ture is weak. Energy is
unreliable. Markets are
small and fragmented.

EDITORIAL

When the State Runs Out of

Ideas, It Hands Out Awards

Bureaucracy is heavy.
Regulation is inconsist-
ent. Confidence is frag-
ile.

And in response, the
state offers trophies.
We are told the awards
were reinstated to “mo-
tivate and uplift the
spirits of businesses”.
That alone should wor-
ry us. Businesses do not
need emotional uplift
from the Ministry of
Trade. They need work-
ing industrial policy.
They need predictable
regulation. They need
functioning export sup-
port, reliable standards
enforcement, cheaper
logistics, and access to
capital.

Motivation does not fix
structural failure.

The irony is painful. The
same government that
cannot ensure timely
VAT refunds, cannot
meaningfully support
local producers, and
cannot protect emerging
industries from being
wiped out by imports,
is confident in its ability
to judge who the “Best
Exporter of the Year” is.
Best exporter to where,
exactly? Under what
conditions? With what

support? Using which
trade facilitation mecha-
nisms?

Awards without sub-
stance are not recogni-
tion. They are perfor-
mance art.

Even the framing is
telling. The awards were
aused due to financial
challenges. Fair enough.

But their “reinstate-
ment” is now presented
as evidence of serious-
ness. As if restarting a
ceremony is equivalent
to restarting an econo-
my. As if business con-
fidence is built through
applause rather than
policy.

There is also something
quietly insulting about
asking struggling busi-
nesses to fill in applica-
tion forms by 12 Janu-
ary, barely days into the
new year, as if what en-
trepreneurs lack most is
paperwork and deadlines
from ministries that have
delivered little else.
What exactly is being
rewarded here? Survival?
Compliance? Obedi-
ence? Visibility?

If the Ministry were seri-
ous, the press conference
would have announced
concrete measures.

Sector-specific incen-
tives. Targeted import
controls. Export credit
guarantees. Industrial
clustering. Cold-chain
investments. Market
access agreements. Skills
pipelines. Anything
measurable. Anything
structural.

Instead, we get catego-
ries and certificates.

This is not to say excel-
lence should not be rec-
ognised. But recognition
must follow achievement
that was enabled by
policy, not substitute for
it. When awards come
before strategy, they ex-
pose a government more
interested in optics than
outcomes.

The deeper problem is
philosophical. Leso-
tho’s state has become
far more comfortable
celebrating activity

than delivering impact.
Launches, relaunch-

es, ceremonies and
announcements have
replaced execution. It

is governance by event
calendar.

The business communi-
ty does not need to be
“uplifted”. It needs to be
taken seriously.

Until the Ministry of
Trade can demonstrate
that it understands the
difference between en-
couragement and inter-
vention, between sym-
bolism and substance,
and between governance
and theatre, these awards
will remain what they
truly are.

A shiny distraction from
an economy still waiting

for leadership.
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By: Malefo Thinyane

he honest answer

must begin with

an uncomfortable
admission: Lesotho does
not produce most of the
fresh food it consumes.
The shelves of our super-
markets tell that story
daily. South African pro-
duce dominates because,
in truth, there is often no
local alternative.
But there are exceptions.
And those exceptions mat-
ter.
In recent years, and some-
times only in specific
seasons, Lesotho has begun
producing eggs, tomatoes,
potatoes and cabbages in
meaningful quantities.
Not consistently. Not at
scale. But enough to raise a
question that policymakers
have avoided for too long:
what happens when local
production finally emerg-
es in a market that never
pauses for it?
The moment Basotho
farmers manage to produce
tomatoes in season, they
discover that imported
tomatoes keep coming an-
yway. When local potatoes

OPINIO

reach the market, cheaper
imports remain stacked
beside them. The signal to
the farmer is unmistakable.
Even when you succeed,
the market will not adjust.
So the question is not
whether Lesotho should
ban imports because it is
self-sufficient. It is not.
The real question is wheth-
er Lesotho should reward
the act of producing by
temporarily protecting it
when it finally happens.
No country develops ag-
riculture by waiting until
farmers are perfect before
offering protection. That
logic guarantees permanent
dependence. Development
works in the opposite di-
rection. Protection creates
the space to learn, invest,
fail, improve and eventual-
ly compete.

Lesotho’s current policy
does the reverse. It de-
mands competitiveness
from farmers before they
have scale, infrastructure,
storage, finance or market
power. When they fail, we

call it inefficiency. When

2
they succeed briefly, we
drown them in imports.
The result is predictable.
Farmers hesitate to expand.
Banks hesitate to lend.
Young people hesitate to
enter agriculture. Why
invest in a sector where
success is punished by
price collapse and market
saturation?

Critics will argue that
import restrictions raise
prices for consumers. That
risk is real. But it is not the
full story. Prices are already
high, despite imports.
Food insecurity persists,
despite imports. Rural
poverty deepens, despite
imports. Import depend-
ence has not delivered the
outcomes it promised.
What it has delivered is
convenience without ca-
pacity.

This is not an argument for
permanent bans or isola-
tion. It is an argument for
discipline. Seasonal import
controls tied to verified

local supply. Clear thresh-

Should Lesotho Ban Importation
of Fresh Produce Available
in Lesotho?

olds. Transparent rules.
When domestic toma-
toes are available between
November and March,
imports pause. When the
season ends, they resume.
Farmers know the rules.
Traders know the rules.
Consumers understand the
trade-off.

Many countries do this
quietly. They do not call

it nationalism. They call it
planning.

There is also a moral di-
mension we rarely con-
front. A country that says
“we will import everything
until you are competitive”
is really saying “we are
comfortable never becom-
ing productive.” That is
not realism. It is surrender
dressed up as pragmatism.
Lesotho’s problem is not
that it produces too much.
It is that it produces too
little, and even when it
does produce, it receives
no policy signal that the
effort is valued.

Perhaps Lesotho should
not ban the importation of
fresh produce available lo-
cally. Or perhaps it should,
selectively and seasonally.
But what cannot continue
is a system where the ap-
pearance of local produc-
tion is treated as irrelevant.
If producing food does
not change the rules of the
market, then producing
food will eventually stop.
And when that happens,
imports will not save us.
They will simply own us.
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Continued from page 14

clarification has done
little to silence the legal
and public debate ignit-
ed by Peshoane’s arrest in
Mafeteng, where he was
allegedly apprehended
on suspicion of drunk
driving.

According to his legal
team, Peshoane repeat-
edly demanded a “clean
breathalyser” at the time
of his arrest, insisting
that he would not sub-
mit to a test unless he
was satisfied

that proper sanitary pre-
cautions were in place.
The lawyers maintain
that their client was not
provided with what he
considered a clean device
and that this formed part
of the reason he refused
to blow into the breath-
alyser.

Beyond the question of
disposable straws, the de-
fence has raised broader
concerns about the way
the police handled the
matter.

In their submissions,
Peshoane’s lawyers argue
that despite the dispute
surrounding the breath-
alyser, police failed to
offer any explanation as
to why no blood or urine
samples were taken for
laboratory analysis. They
say such tests could have
provided an independent
and scientifically verifia-
ble basis for determining
whether their client had
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consumed alcohol.

The legal team points

to what they describe as
“conflicting interpreta-
tions” of Section 94

of the Road Traffic Act
No. 8 of 1981, which
deals with the testing of
motorists suspected of
driving under the influ-
ence. They argue that in
circumstances where a
breath test is contested,
alternative testing meth-
ods should be considered
to safeguard

both the rights of sus-
pects and the credibility
of the prosecution.
According to the de-
fence, police records in
the matter indicate that
no positive alcohol

test results were obtained
in relation to Peshoane.
They further note that,
at this stage, they have
not challenged the ade-
quacy of the proceedings
that followed before the
Magistrate’s Court, par-
ticularly in relation to
the Section 128 applica-
tion.

However, the lawyers
insist that deeper ques-
tions surrounding the
functionality and relia-
bility of the breathalyser
allegedly used cannot be
adequately dealt with at
the level of the Magis-
trate’s Court.

They contend that where
allegations of abuse of
prosecutorial discretion
have been raised, and
where the scientific reli-
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ability of equipment is
called into question, the
issues transcend ordinary
criminal procedure.

In this regard, the de-
fence argues that matters
such as the accreditation
of breathalyser manufac-
turers, the calibration of
devices, and the scientific
validity of the technolo-
gy employed fall within
the purview of the Con-
stitutional Court.

“These are not merely
factual disputes,” the
legal submissions state in
substance. “They go to
the heart of whether the
tools being used by the
State meet constitutional
standards of fairness, le-
gality and scientific cred-
ibility.” Adding to the
controversy, Peshoane’s
lawyers claim that police
officers labelled their
client a drunkard based
on breathalyser readings
allegedly obtained from
tests conducted on other
motorists.

They argue that such
conduct, if proven,
would be deeply prejudi-
cial and incompatible
with basic principles

of justice, as no person
can lawfully be declared
intoxicated on the

basis of another individ-
ual’s test results.

The defence maintains
that their client’s arrest
was tainted by procedur-
al irregularities and that
public statements made
in connection with the

case have unfairly dam-
aged his reputation.

For its part, LMPS has
not commented direct-
ly on the specific legal
claims surrounding
Peshoane’s arrest, focus-
ing instead on correct-
ing what it describes as
false impressions about
its general breathalyser
procedures.

The police reiterate that
breathalyser machines
are standard law-enforce-
ment tools

worldwide and that their
effectiveness depends on
strict adherence to opera-
tional guidelines, includ-
ing the use of disposable
mouthpieces or straws.
They have urged the
public not to rely on
“unverified narratives”
circulating online,
warning that misinfor-
mation undermines trust
in institutions and may
discourage cooperation
with road safety opera-
tions.

The controversy unfolds
at a time when road
safety remains a major
concern in Lesotho, with
alcohol-related accidents
continuing to claim lives
and strain emergency
services. Drunk-driv-
ing roadblocks and spot
checks have become a
regular feature on

major routes, often
drawing both praise for
their deterrent effect and
criticism over alleged

heavy-handedness.
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SCIENCETECHNOLOGY

Johns Hopkins Scientists Identify
Key Brain Protein That May Slow
Alzheimer’s

L esotho Tribune

By JOHNS HOPKINS MEDICINE

esearchers have
identified a
brain protein

whose absence leads
to memory loss and
Alzheimer’s-like damage

th mice. Scientists are uncovering evidence that a subtle chemical process in the brain may
Researchers at Johns be far more important to memory than previously recognized. When this process
Hopkins Medicine re- breaks down in mice, multiple systems involved in learning and brain protection be-
port that findings from gin to fail. Credit: Shutterstock

a new study funded by

the National Institutes sociate professor of phar- in Proceedings of the gested that hydrogen

of Health are helping macology, psychiatry and National Academy of sulfide can protect neu-
to identify a promising neuroscience at the Johns Sciences, was designed rons in mice, Paul says.
new biological target for ~ Hopkins University to clarify how this pro- However, because the gas
Alzheimer’s disease. The ~ School of Medicine who  tein functions at a basic ~ becomes toxic at high
focus is a protein that led the research. CSE is  biological level and to concentrations and can-
produces a crucial gas best known for generat-  assess its potential as a not be safely delivered di-
within the brain. ing hydrogen sulfide, the target for drugs. Such rectly to the brain, scien-
Studies in genetically gas responsible for the treatments could increase tists must determine how
engineered mice show smell of rotten eggs, but  CSE expression in peo-  to regulate and maintain
that the protein Cys- the new findings high- ple, with the goal of sup- it at the extremely low
tathionine K-lyase, also ~ light its importance in porting brain cell health  levels naturally present in
known as CSE, playsan  brain function. and slowing the progres- neurons.

essential role in forming ~ Understanding CSE asa  sion of neurodegenerative Loss of CSE mimics
memories, says Bindu drug target disease. Alzheimer’s hallmarks
Paul, M.S., Ph.D., an as- 'The study, published Earlier research has sug-  Continues in Page 17
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The new findings show
that mice engineered to
lack the CSE enzyme de-
velop memory and learn-
ing deficits along with
increased oxidative stress,
DNAdamage, and weak-
ened blood-brain barrier
integrity, says Paul, the
study’s corresponding
author. These features
are widely recognized

as key characteristics of
Alzheimer’s disease.
These recent experiments
grew out of a 2014 re-
portfrom the laborato-
ry of Solomon Snyder,
M.D., D.Sc., D.Phil.,
professor emeritus of
neuroscience, pharma-
cology, and psychiatry, in
which CSE was shown
to benefit brain health

in mice with Hunting-
ton’s disease. For this,
scientists used genetically
engineered mice lacking
the CSE protein, origi-
nally generated in 2008,
when CSE was shown to
be important for vascu-
lar function and blood
pressure regulation. In
2021, the team showed
that CSE malfunctioned
in mice with Alzheimer’s
disease and that minus-
cule amounts of hydro-
gen sulfide injections
helped protect brain
health.

Those previous studies,
however, were conducted
in mice genetically engi-
neered with other mu-
tations known to cause

WE OFFER:

 Computer Hardware & Accessories

neurodegenerative disease
and did not focus on
CSE by itself.

CSE alone drives cogni-
tive decline

“This most recent work
indicates that CSE alone
is a major player in cog-
nitive function and could
provide a new avenue for
treatment pathways in
Alzheimer’s disease,” says
co-corresponding author
Snyder, who retired from
the Johns Hopkins Medi-
cine faculty in 2023.
Using the same line of
CSE-lacking mice from
the 2008 study in this
recent study, scientists
compared the spatial
memory (ability to re-
member directions and
follow cues) in CSE-lack-
ing mice and in normal
mice.

In the experiments, sci-
entists placed mice on a
platform known as the
Barnes maze, in which
the mice learned to seek
shelter when a bright
light appeared. At the age
of two months, both the
CSE-lacking mice and
normal mice avoided the
bright light and consist-
ently found the shelter
within a three-minute
period. At the age of six
months, however, these
CSE-lacking mice were
unable to find the escape
route, while normal six-
month-old mice contin-
ued to do so.

“The decline in spatial
memory indicates a pro-
gressive onset of neuro-
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degenerative disease that
we can attribute to CSE
loss,” says first author
Suwarna Chakraborty, a
researcher in Paul’s lab.
Cellular damage across
brain systems
Disruptions in the for-
mation of new neurons
in the hippocampus re-
gion of the brain (critical
to learning and memory)
are thought to be a hall-
mark of neurodegenera-
tive disease, the scientists
say. Using biochemical
and analytical tech-
niques, the researchers
determined that neuro-
genesis-related proteins
were expressed less often
or not at all in mice lack-
ing CSE when compared
with normal mice.

Then, using high-pow-
ered electron micro-
scopes, the scientists
observed the brains of
CSE-lacking mice and
found big breaks in
blood vessels, indicating
that they had suffered
damage to the blood-
brain barrier, another
symptom seen in people
with Alzheimer’s disease.
Furthermore, new neu-
rons had a difficult time
migrating to the hip-
pocampus region, where
they would ordinarily

help form new memories.

“The mice lacking CSE
were compromised at
multiple levels, which
correlated with symp-
toms that we see in
Alzheimer’s disease,”
says co-first author Sunil

Jamuna Tripathi, a re-
searcher in Paul’s lab.
More than 6 million
people in the United
States have Alzheimer’s
disease, according to the
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention,
and prevalence is on the
rise. To date, there are
no cures or treatments
that have been proven to
consistently slow disease
progression. Harnessing
CSE and its production
of hydrogen sulfide could
be an avenue for thera-
peutic benefit, the scien-
tists say.

Reference: “Cystathio-
nine X-lyase is a major
regulator of cognitive
function through neu-
rotrophin signaling and
neurogenesis’ by Suwar-
na Chakraborty, Sunil
Jamuna Tripathi, Edwin
Vézquez-Rosa, Kalyani
Chaubey, Hisashi Fujio-
ka, Emiko Miller, Richa
Tyagi, Thibaut Vignane,
Sudarshana M. Sharma,
Bobby Thomas, Zachary
M. Weil, Randy ]. Nel-
son, Milos R. Filipovic,
Benjamin C. Orsburn,
Solomon H. Snyder,
Andrew A. Pieper and
Bindu D. Paul, 26 De-
cember 2025, Proceed-
ings of the National
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Judge vows to oversee destruction of
gun exhibits

By: Tholoana Lesenya

MASERU

hree firearms that
vanished from
court custody in

a high-profile murder
case have been recovered
and formally presented
to the High Court, but
not before a stern rebuke
from a judge who has
warned that mishandled
weapons are fueling vio-
lent crime in the coun-
try.

The weapons had myste-
riously disappeared after
they were handed over
to police as exhibits in
the murder trial of Ra-
likonelo ‘Leqhashasha’
Joki, Mothibe Mothibe
and Thomello Ntsane. A
ruling by Justice TSeliso
Mokoko compelled the
Commissioner of Police
and investigating ofhicers
to explain how the fire-
arms went missing. This
week, following efforts
to trace them, the recov-
ered guns were brought
into court as ordered.
During proceedings, Jus-
tice Mokoko recounted
that the court had earli-
er directed the firearms
to be presented before
the hearing. But when
the case was called, the
weapons could not be
produced, and officers
present began blaming
one another for their
disappearance. The situ-
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ation alarmed the judge,
who noted that firearms
released into police cus-
tody have at times lat-
er been linked to new
crimes.

Commissioner of Po-
lice Advocate Borotho
Matsoso acknowledged
the mishap. He told the
court the firearms had
been misplaced due to
negligence, termed the
lapse careless, and prom-
ised that measures were
taken to recover them.
Matsoso said the police
had learned a lesson
from the incident. Still,
he conceded that there
had been past miscon-
duct in which officers
unlawfully disposed of
firearms instead of de-
stroying them, a practice
that runs counter to
official policy.

The court stressed that
all firearms exhibits are
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to be destroyed as or-
dered, emphasizing that
the continued circulation
of illegal weapons poses
a grave threat to public
safety. In a new directive,
Justice Mokoko ordered
that the Commissioner
must inform the court in
advance of the date on
which firearms exhibits
will be destroyed. The
judge also indicated an
intention to personally
observe the destruction
to ensure compliance.
The episode comes
against a backdrop of
public concern over
missing or mishandled
weapons. Earlier report-
ing on the same matter
detailed tense courtroom
exchanges after the guns
vanished, with Justice
Mokoko expressing
suspicion that the police
could

be involved in trafficking

or careless handling of
such evidence. A Decem-
ber report described a
confrontation in which
officers could not agree
on who had custody of
the firearms, and the
judge’s accusations that
the missing weapons
might already be in
criminal hands.

With the directive is-
sued, all eyes now turn
to the next stages, the
scheduling of destruc-
tion, the court’s observa-
tion of that process, and
the ongoing efforts to
ensure that any firearms
used as exhibits have no
chance of re-entering
illegal circulation. The
recovered firearms are a
reminder of what can go
wrong, but the court’s
response may become a
blueprint for preventing
such incidents in the
future.
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Advocate Shale Oversees 8 AFCON
Disciplinary cases

s the 2025 Af-

rica Cup of Na-

tions in Morocco
moves into the Semi
Finals, disciplinary mat-
ters have emerged as a
growing concern along-
side the on-field action.
On Monday, Janu-
ary 5th, the Lesotho
Football Association
(LeFA) Disciplinary and
Disputes Committee
Chairperson, Advocate
Shale Shale took a trip
to Morocco as he was
tasked to oversee a total
of 8 disciplinary cases

involving several of the
tournament’s high-pro-
file nations. Advocate
Shale will be working
alongside Ms Jane Njeri
Onyango and Mr Drucil
Taylor.

Some of these cases stem
from incidents that oc-
curred during the group
stage of the competition.
Amongst the matters un-
der review is the conduct
of Benin’s technical team
and players, incidents in-
volving the use of smoke
bombs by Senegal sup-
porters, as well as the use
of flares by Algeria and
their supporters, with

several other cases form-
ing part of the 8 brought
before the panel.

The disciplinary develop-
ments come at a critical
stage of the tournament,
as teams shift focus from
survival in the quarter
final to high-stakes Semi
Final encounters, where
suspensions and fines
could have a direct im-
pact on squad depth and
matchday preparations.
CAF has yet to publicly
announce final rulings
on all the cases. The
tournament organisers
have repeatedly stressed
the importance of main-

taining discipline both
on and off the pitch,
particularly as global
attention remains firmly
fixed on the latter stages
of Africa’s flagship foot-
ball event.

On the field, the com-
petition continues to
deliver tense and closely
contested matches, with
many continental heav-
yweights fighting for a
place in the finals. How-
ever, the disciplinary
cases serve as a reminder
that behaviour off the
pitch can be just as in-
fluential as performances
on it.
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he 2025/26 Af-

rica Cup of Na-

tions, currently
taking place in Morocco
and running into Jan-
uary 2026, has reached
its most intense phase as
the tournament moves
deep into the knockout
rounds. With the Quar-
ter Final Stage now com-
plete, 4 of Africa’s top
footballing nations will
be battling for a place
amongst the continent’s
elite in Semi Finals.
The hosting nation,
Morocco continue to
carry the hopes of the
home crowd and have
looked composed under
pressure, and have shown
great tactical maturity.
They continue to show
the world how much
they want it after beat-

&

The 2025/26 Africa Cup Of Nations
Laces Up For the Semi-Finals

ing Cameroon 2-0 on
Saturday Janury 10th,
Their next match will be
on Wednesday, January
14th and this match will
decide which team heads
on to the Finals.
Senegal, the defend-

ing champions, remain
firmly in contention and
have once again shown
why they are considered
one of the most balanced
sides on the continent,
Senegal moved to the

Semi Final after defeat-
ing Mali to a shallow
1-0. Senegal’s next match
will be on Wednesday,-
January 14th.

Other tournament pow-
erhouses such as Nige-
ria, Egypt, Algeria, and
Ivory Coast are locked
in tense battles as their
margins between victory
and elimination grow
increasingly thin. Several
matches have been de-
cided by single moments

of brilliance or costly
defensive errors, show-
ing how unforgiving the
knockout stage can be.
As the competition edg-
es closer to the semi-fi-
nals, the dream of lifting
Africa’s most prestigious
football trophy remains
alive for a handful na-
tions. With every match
now carrying enormous
weight, all nations will
make sure to deliver
their best.
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