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High Court Intervenes as Magistrate Accused 
of Using the Bench to Punish Accused

The High Court has 
ordered Magistrate 
’Mamorojele Qoo 

to deliver a ruling within 
24 hours on a bail applica-
tion in a case where she is 
accused of being con�ict-
ed.
Justice Polo Banyane issued 
the directive after hear-
ing an urgent application 
brought by �ato Mashe-
ane of Ha-Motloheloa in 
Maseru, who has been in 
custody since 2 January 
this year.
Masheane alleges that 
Magistrate Qoo delib-
erately delayed her bail 
application as a form of 
punishment, citing a close 
personal and familial rela-
tionship between the mag-
istrate and the complainant 
in the matter, ’Manthatisi 
Sekonyela.
According to Masheane, 
she was �rst accused of 
theft by Sekonyela in July 
last year, arrested, and 
detained for seven days at 
Maseru Central Police Sta-
tion before being released 
without charge.
She told the court that 
during that detention she 
fell ill due to inhalation of 
coal smoke from the po-
lice holding cells, and that 
Sekonyela later paid her 
medical bills.
However, Masheane al-
leges that the investigating 

By Staff Reporters

o�cer subsequently hand-
ed her personal cellphone 
and medical booklet to 
Sekonyela, who retained 
them.
Masheane was arrested 
again on 2 January this 
year for the same alleged 
o�ence and was taken to 
court immediately, where 
she applied for bail. �e 
application was not op-
posed by the prosecution, 
yet bail was not granted.
She contends that the mag-
istrate’s refusal to rule on 
the application was in�u-
enced by bias arising from 
her relationship with the 
complainant.
In an a�davit before the 
High Court, Masheane de-
tailed what she described as 
extensive personal connec-
tions between Magistrate 
Qoo and the Sekonyela 

family.
She alleged that the com-
plainant’s husband, Ad-
vocate Borenahabokhethe 
Sekonyela, is the brother 
of the magistrate’s father, 
making them close blood 
relatives. She further stat-
ed that this relationship is 
re�ected in the magistrate’s 
maiden name, Mpati Se-
konyela.
Masheane also told the 
court that in 2023 Mag-
istrate Qoo hosted her 
birthday celebration at 
�e Market, which both 
Masheane and the com-
plainant attended.
She further alleged that 
in 2024, when Magistrate 
Qoo’s house was damaged 
by �re, the magistrate 
contacted the complainant 
for assistance. At the time, 
Masheane was still em-

ployed by Sekonyela and 
was instructed to transport 
the magistrate’s children to 
Sekonyela’s home, where 
they stayed under her care.
“With the greatest respect 
and humility, I consider 
this to be the greatest abuse 
of power by the learned 
magistrate, which �agrant-
ly violates my rights as a 
citizen and a human be-
ing,” Masheane stated.
Masheane argued that her 
continued detention since 
2 January infringes her 
constitutional right to per-
sonal liberty and that her 
bail application was urgent.
She also told the court that 
her hospitality business 
has been left unattended 
during her incarceration 
and risks collapsing, partic-
ularly as it is still at an early 
stage.
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By: Staff Reporters 

MASERU

The Minister of 
Public Works and 
Transport, Mr. 

Matjato Neo Moteane, 
has addressed growing 
concerns on social media 
regarding school bus-
es, also known as Noah 
motor vehicles. In a 
statement, Minister Mo-
teane clari�ed that the 
ministry is yet to receive 
recommendations from 
the relevant Board on the 
matter, and therefore, 
no decisions have been 
made.
According to Minister 
Moteane, the Board is 
required to follow due 
process, and he will await 
their recommendations 
before making a �nal de-
cision. He also explained 
the legal position on 
passenger capacity, citing 
the Road Tra�c Regula-
tions of 1981, Regulation 
103(1), which outlines 
how children are counted 
in vehicles.
�e regulations state 
that children under three 
years old are not counted 
as passengers, two chil-
dren between three and 
six years old are counted 
as one person, and three 
children
between six and 13 years 
old are counted as two 
persons. Minister Mote-
ane emphasized

Minister Alleviates Concerns Over School 
Buses

that passenger capacity is 
determined by law, not 
by the Board.
�e Minister urged the 
public to remain patient 

and rely on o�cial an-
nouncements, which
will be communicated 
through appropriate 
channels. He assured that 

once the Board
submits its recommen-
dations, he will carefully 
consider them before 
making a �nal decision.
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Lesotho And WFP Reaffirm Partnership 
To Fight Hunger And Malnutrition

MASERU

The World Food 
Programme 
(WFP) has reaf-

�rmed its commitment 
to supporting
Lesotho&#39;s develop-
ment agenda, particu-
larly in the �ght against 
hunger and malnutri-
tion. On Wednesday, 
WFP Representative and 
Country Director, Ms. 
Anna Mukiibi-Bunnya,
presented her letters of 
credence to Minister of 
Foreign A�airs and In-
ternational Relations,
Mr. Lejone Mpotjoane, 
marking a signi�cant 
milestone in the long-
standing partnership
between Lesotho and 
WFP.

During the ceremony, 
Minister Mpotjoane 
expressed the govern-
ment&#39;s deep ap-
preciation for WFP’;s 
unwavering support, 
guided by the Sec-
ond-Generation Coun-
try Strategic Plan, which 
is aligned with Lesotho’s 
National Strategic De-
velopment Plan II and 
the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs), 
particularly SDG 2 
(Zero Hunger) and 
SDG 17 (Partnerships).

By:Lemohang Botsane

&quot;We rea�rm our 
commitment to sup-
porting WFP&#39;s 
mandate and strength-
ening collaboration in 
building resilient food 
systems, protecting 
vulnerable populations, 
and advancing sustain-
able development for all 
Basotho,&quot; he said.
Ms. Mukiibi-Bunnya 
echoed the sentiment, 
highlighting WF-
P&#39;s impactful in-
terventions in Lesotho, 
including school feeding 

programmes, emergen-
cy assistance, nutrition 
initiatives,
and climate-resilient 
support for vulner-
able communities. 
&quot;WFP remains 
committed to
addressing food insecu-
rity and malnutrition in 
Lesotho, and we look 
forward to continuing
our partnership with the 
government to achieve 
our shared goals,&quot; 
she said.
Over the years, WFP 

has played a critical role 
in supporting Lesotho’s 
e�orts to address hun-
ger and malnutrition, 
particularly among vul-
nerable populations. �e 
partnership has
yielded signi�cant re-
sults, including im-
proved food security, 
increased access to edu-
cation,
and enhanced resil-
ience to climate-related 
shocks.
As Lesotho continues to 
grapple with the chal-
lenges of poverty, hun-
ger, and malnutrition, 
the
partnership with WFP 
remains a vital com-
ponent of the coun-
try&#39;s development 
agenda. �e
government is commit-
ted to strengthening this 
partnership, with a focus 
on building
sustainable food sys-
tems, promoting nu-
trition, and supporting 
climate-resilient agricul-
ture.
�e rea�rmation of 
partnership between Le-
sotho and WFP comes 
at a critical time, as the
country seeks to accel-
erate progress towards 
achieving the SDGs and 
realizing its vision of
a prosperous and 
food-secure nation.



7 Adverts Sunday, 1 february 2026



8 NEWS Sunday, 1 february 2026

MASERU

The High Court of 
Lesotho has issued 
a detailed consent 

order in a sensitive case 
involving Naledi Funeral 
Planners (Pty) Ltd and two 
bereaved families, directing
that two bodies be ex-
humed, proper burials be 
conducted, and compensa-
tion be paid.
�e matter was heard in 
the High Court sitting 
in Maseru before Justice 
Banyane. �e applicant in 
the case was Naledi Funer-
al Planners (Pty) Ltd. �e 
respondents included
Pulane Ramohapi, Leren-
yane Khohlooa, Senekane 
D07 Community Council, 
Chief Matlole Matlole, the 
Ministry of Health, the 
O�cer Commanding Pitso 
Ground Police, the Com-
missioner of Police, and the 
Attorney General.
After hearing the parties 
and by consent, the court 
made an order setting out 
clear steps that must be fol-
lowed to resolve the dispute 
surrounding the burials 
of the late Seabata Samu-
el Ramohapi and Khotso 
Elliot Khohlooa.
�e court directed that 
Naledi Funeral Planners 
is permitted and ordered 
to exhume the body of 
the late Seabata Samuel 
Ramohapi at Ha Khohlooa, 
where he was buried, and
return it to the applicant’s 
mortuary.
�e exhumation must be 
carried out no later than 
29 January 2026. It must 
take place in the presence 
of all interested parties. 
�ese include Naledi Fu-
neral Planners, the a�ected 
families of Khohlooa and 
Ramohapi, and all other 
cited respondents. �is
condition was included to 
ensure transparency and to 

avoid further disputes.
Once the exhumation has 
been done, the bereaved 
families will be free to bury 
their loved ones according 
to their own wishes. �e 
court order clearly states 
that the families may bury 
Seabata Samuel Ramo-
hapi and Khotso Elliot 
Khohlooa “in a manner
and places of their choice.”
�is gives the families full 
authority to decide where 
and how the �nal burials 
will take place, bringing an 
end to uncertainty over the 
resting places of the de-
ceased.
�e court further ordered 
that Naledi Funeral Plan-
ners must bear the full costs 
of the exhumation process.
In addition, the funeral 
company must cover the 
burial expenses of both 
deceased persons. �e order 
sets out speci�c amounts 
and obligations for each 
family.
For the Khohlooa family, 
Naledi Funeral Planners is 
directed to pay M21, 900 
for necessary burial costs 
and related expenses. Over 
and above this cash pay-
ment, the company must 
also buy a cow, valued at 
M13, 000, together with 
the Khohlooa family,
and deliver it to them for 
burial purposes.
For the Ramohapi family, 
the applicant is directed to 
pay M29, 400 for burial 

costs and related expenses.
�e court instructed that 
these amounts must be de-
posited into bank accounts 
to be provided by the con-
cerned families. Payment 
must be made no later than 
28 January 2026.
Beyond the �nancial ob-
ligations, Naledi Funeral 
Planners has also been or-
dered to provide caskets for 
the burial of both deceased 
persons.
�e company must further 
provide transport for the 
delivery of the remains of 
Khotso Elliot Khohlooa 
and Seabata Samuel Ramo-
hapi to their respective 
families. It must also
provide transport from 
the families’ homes to the 
graveyard on the day of 
burial.
�ese measures are meant 
to ensure that the families 
do not carry any further 
logistical burden in laying 
their loved ones to rest.
In a signi�cant part of the 
order, the court directed 
that Naledi Funeral Plan-
ners must compensate the 
two a�ected families in the 
amount of M60, 000 each.
�is compensation is sepa-
rate from burial costs. �e 
money is to be paid in six 
monthly instalments of 
M10, 000.
For the Khohlooa fami-
ly, payment is to start on 
28 January 2026. For the 
Ramohapi family, payment 

is to commence at the end 
of February 2026.
�is staggered payment 
plan was set to allow the 
applicant to meet its obli-
gations while ensuring that 
the families receive com-
pensation over a de�ned 
period.
To ensure that the order is 
followed, the court directed 
all parties to appear before 
it on 4 February 2026. On 
that date, the parties are 
expected to report on the 
level of compliance with 
the order.
�is return date gives the 
court an opportunity to 
check whether the exhu-
mation has taken place, 
whether payments have 
begun, and whether the 
other conditions, such as 
provision of caskets and 
transport, are being met.
Importantly, the order 
was made by consent of 
the parties. �is means 
the court did not impose 
the terms after a contested 
judgment, but rather re-
corded an agreement
reached between those 
involved.
�e structure of the order 
re�ects an attempt to bal-
ance accountability with 
the urgent need to give the 
families dignity, closure, 
and the freedom to bury 
their loved ones in accor-
dance with their wishes.
�e detailed nature of the 
ruling, covering exhuma-
tion, costs, compensation, 
transport, and continued 
court supervision, shows 
the seriousness with which 
the court treated the
matter.
For the a�ected families, 
the order opens a path to-
ward proper burial arrange-
ments and a measure of 
compensation, after what 
has clearly been a painful 
and di�cult experience. 
�e matter is expected to 
return to court in early 
February, when progress
on the execution of the 
order will be formally re-
viewed.

High Court Orders Exhumation, Compensation 
in Naledi Funeral Planners Case

By: Tholoana Lesenya

Continues  in Page 11
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Following our public nomination process, the following 
political parties have been invited to participate in Lesotho 

Pre-Budget Review Dialogue 
ahead of the 2026/27 National Budget:
• Pheello Sehlabaka (DC)
• Moliehi Nkhabu (BNP)
• Molefi Nts’onyana (YES)
• Mohale Motloang & Realeboha Thube (UAT)
• Bokang Seakhoa (BAP)

   Date & Time: 14:00hrs – 16:30hrs
   Live-streamed on all Lesotho Tribune platforms

-
nomic realities, and policy substance ahead of the Minister 
of Finance’s budget presentation.
Viewers will have the opportunity to submit questions in 
real time during the live broadcast. This is your platform to 
interrogate policy, test credibility and demand clarity.
This forms part of the Lesotho Tribune Budget Dialogue 
Series, advancing informed civic participation and ac-
countability.

//Lesotho Tribune – Information Liberates!

LESOTHO TRIBUNE  PRE-BUDGET REVIEW
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Continues in Page 11

By: Lemohang Botsane

CBL Holds the Line as Reserves 
Surge and Risks Gather

Maseru

The Central Bank 
of Lesotho this 
week delivered a 

Monetary Policy Com-
mittee statement that was 
less about celebration and 
more about discipline. 
At its core was a familiar 
message, but one that 
matters: the loti-rand peg 
remains non-negotiable.
Governor Dr Maluke 
Letete (pictured below) 
outlined an international 
environment that is sta-
bilising, but not settled. 
�e International Mone-
tary Fund has marginally 
revised global growth up-
ward, supported largely 
by technology investment 
in North America and 
parts of Asia. In�ation 
pressures have eased in 
several major economies 

10
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as energy prices softened, 
allowing some central 
banks to begin cutting 
policy rates.
Yet the optimism is 
measured. Trade tensions 
remain volatile. Geo-
political fault lines are 
unresolved. Public debt 
levels in many economies 
remain high. �ese are 
not abstract global risks. 

For a small, open econ-
omy like Lesotho, they 
transmit quickly through 
trade, capital �ows and 
con�dence.
South Africa, Lesotho’s 
anchor economy, record-
ed a modest uptick in 
business cycle indicators 
in the �nal quarter of 
2025. In�ation there 
has continued to ease, 

supported by a �rmer 
rand and lower oil prices, 
although food price pres-
sures persist in areas such 
as meat due to foot-and-
mouth disease disrup-
tions. �e South African 
Reserve Bank held its 
policy rate at 6.75 per-
cent, a stance that inev-
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Continued from Page 10
itably shapes Lesotho’s 
own monetary posture.
Domestically, the picture 
is mixed.
�e economy rebound-
ed between October 
and November 2025, 
supported by strong-
er domestic demand, a 
buoyant �nancial sector 
and increased private 
sector credit. Imports 
also picked up. However, 
this recovery was uneven. 
Manufacturing contract-
ed, weighed down by 
weaker textile exports to 
the United States. Trans-
port activity softened, 
re�ecting lower fuel con-
sumption and subdued 
industrial momentum.
Looking ahead, growth 
is expected to remain 
modest. �e anticipated 
renewal of AGOA and 
higher SACU revenues 
o�er some support. But 
reliance on preferential 
trade arrangements and 
customs transfers un-
derscores the economy’s 
structural vulnerabilities. 
Trade uncertainty has not 
disappeared.
In�ation in Lesotho eased 
to 4.1 percent in Decem-
ber 2025 from 4.3 per-
cent in November, largely 
driven by lower food and 
fuel prices and exchange 
rate movements. �e 
MPC, however, expects 
in�ation to average 
around 4.7 percent in the 
medium term, suggesting 
that price pressures re-

main embedded.
On the �scal side, the 
numbers warrant atten-
tion. �e de�cit stood 
at 4.5 percent of GDP 
in November 2025, re-
�ecting weaker revenue 
collection and elevated 
expenditure. �e shortfall 
was �nanced through a 
drawdown of government 
deposits. Public debt 
declined to 53.9 percent 
of GDP, primarily due to 
favourable exchange rate 
movements that reduced 
the local currency value 
of external debt. �is 
improvement is welcome, 
but it is partly technical 
rather than structural.
�e most signi�cant 
development lies in the 
external position.
Net International Re-
serves rose by approxi-
mately US$108.73 mil-
lion to reach US$1.22 
billion as of January 21, 
2026. �is places reserves 
comfortably above the 
existing target �oor. In a 
country operating under 
a currency peg, reserves 
are not cosmetic. �ey 
are the �rst line of de-
fence.
�e MPC resolved to 
raise the NIR target 
�oor to US$860 million 
from US$830 million, 
reinforcing its commit-
ment to the credibility of 
the peg. �e policy rate 
was maintained at 6.50 
percent per annum, sig-
nalling continuity and 
alignment with regional 

conditions.
�e message from the 
Central Bank is clear: 
stability �rst.
�e loti-rand peg anchors 
in�ation expectations, 
facilitates trade with 
South Africa and un-
derpins �nancial system 
con�dence. Preserving 
it requires adequate re-
serves, policy credibility 
and �scal coordination. 
�e surge in reserves 
strengthens that position. 
But reserves alone do not 
substitute for structural 
reform, export diversi�ca-
tion and �scal consolida-
tion.
Lesotho’s economy re-
mains exposed to external 
shocks, particularly shifts 
in global trade policy and 
developments in South 
Africa. �e easing of in-
�ation and the accumu-
lation of reserves provide 
breathing room. Wheth-
er that space is used to 

deepen resilience will de-
termine how durable this 
stability proves to be.
Key Signals from the 
MPC
• Global growth is pro-
jected to remain resilient, 
supported by technology 
investment in advanced 
economies.
• Global in�ation is 
moderating, though risks 
remain.
• Trade tensions, geopo-
litical disruptions and 
elevated public debt pose 
ongoing threats to stabil-
ity.
• Domestic growth is 
expected to be modest, 
supported by AGOA re-
newal and higher SACU 
revenues.
• In�ation is projected to 
average around 4.7 per-
cent in the medium term.
• Net International Re-
serves have strengthened, 
reinforcing the credibility 
of the loti-rand peg.
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Court Awaits Update in MP’s Corruption Case

MASERU

The High Court is 
expected to receive 
a progress report 

on February 23, 2026, 
regarding preparations for 
the hearing of a corruption 
case involving the current 
Member of Parliament for 
Matlakeng Constituency, 
Dr. Mahali Phamotse. She 
is jointly charged with 
’Mapaseka Kolotsane and 
Ratšiu Majara.
�e matter is before the 
High Court under Justice 
Mole� Makara. In No-
vember last year, the court 
ruled that the case was not 
yet ready to proceed to trial 
and could not be
allocated a hearing date. 
�is decision followed sub-
missions by both the prose-
cution and the defence that 
key pre-trial requirements 
had not been completed.
At the centre of the delay 
is the issue of full discovery 
of documents. Discovery is 
a crucial stage in criminal 
proceedings, as it allows the 
defence to access all doc-
uments and evidence that 
the prosecution intends to 
rely on during trial. �e 
court was informed
that this process had not 
been fully concluded.
�e defence teams for the 
accused persons told the 
court that the prosecu-
tion had not yet furnished 
them with all the docu-
ments required to properly 
prepare their case. �ey 
further indicated that 
some of the documents 
that were provided were 
either unclear or illegible, 
making them unusable for 
e�ective preparation. As a 
result, the defence request-
ed that these documents 
be replaced with clear and 
readable copies.
Justice Makara agreed that 
proceeding to trial without 
full and proper disclosure 
of documents would be un-

fair and could prejudice the 
accused persons. He there-
fore ruled that the matter 
could not move forward 
until the outstanding issues 
had been resolved.
Another important issue 
discussed during the No-
vember appearance was the 
status of the Pre-Trial Con-
ference. A Pre-Trial Con-
ference is a formal meeting 
held before the trial begins, 
where parties clarify issues, 
agree on certain facts, and 
narrow down the matters 
that will be contested dur-
ing the trial. �is process is 
meant to ensure that trials
run smoothly and without 
unnecessary delays.
�e court directed that the 
Pre-Trial Conference be 
revisited. �is decision was 
in�uenced by the fact that 
Advocate Shaun Abrahams, 
who had initially been 
assigned to prosecute the 
matter, no longer holds a 
brief in the case. His with-
drawal meant that certain 
procedural steps needed to 
be reconsidered and, where 
necessary, repeated under 
the guidance of the current 
prosecutor.
�e prosecution is now be-
ing led by Advocate Peleha 
Joala. �e court expects 
that by the next appear-
ance, the prosecution and 
defence will have addressed 
all pending pre-
trial matters, including full 
discovery and the proper 
conduct of a Pre-Trial Con-
ference.
�e update scheduled for 

February 23 is therefore 
signi�cant. It will allow 
the court to assess whether 
su�cient progress has been 
made to ensure that the 
matter is �nally ready for 
trial. If the court is satis�ed 
that all requirements have 
been met, it is expected 
that a hearing date will 
then be set.
Dr. Phamotse and her 
co-accused are facing seri-
ous allegations linked to a 
government tender issued 
in 2015. At the time of the 
alleged o�ences, Dr. Pham-
otse was serving as the 
Minister of Education and 
Training.
According to the prosecu-
tion, the accused persons 
unlawfully in�uenced the 
awarding of a High Schools 
Textbooks Tender to two 
companies, Epic Printers 
and Molumeli (Pty) Ltd. 
�e tender related to the 
development, printing, 
supply, and delivery of 
textbooks and teachers’ 
guides for Grade 5 under 
the national curriculum.
It is alleged that Dr. Pham-
otse abused her authority 
as minister by improperly 
in�uencing the tender 
process. �e prosecution 
claims that she took undue 
advantage of her position 
to ensure that the tender 
was awarded to the named 
companies.
One of the key allegations 
is that the tender bid doc-
ument was unlawfully 
amended.
�e prosecution alleges that 
changes were made to the 
required years of experience 
stipulated in the tender, 
allegedly to favour speci�c 
bidders. �ese amendments 
are said to have under-
mined the fairness and 
transparency of the pro-
curement process.
�e state contends that 
such actions, if proven, 
would amount to corrup-
tion and abuse of o�ce, as 
public o�cials are required 
by law to act in the best 

By: Tholoana Lesenya interests of the state
and follow established pro-
curement procedures.
Dr. Phamotse and her 
co-accused have denied the 
allegations. �eir legal
representatives maintain 
that their clients are inno-
cent and will contest the 
charges when the matter 
eventually goes to trial. 
�ey have also insisted on 
full disclosure of all
evidence to ensure a fair 
trial.
Corruption cases involving 
senior public o�cials often 
attract signi�cant pub-
lic attention, particularly 
where large government 
tenders and public funds 
are involved. �is case is no 
exception, as it touches on 
the education sector and 
the procurement of learn-
ing materials for schools.
�e court has emphasized 
the importance of ensuring 
that all legal procedures are
properly followed before 
the trial begins. Justice Ma-
kara has repeatedly stressed 
that while the court is keen 
to see matters �nalized 
without unnecessary delay, 
this cannot be done at the 
expense of fairness and due 
process.
As the February 23 date 
approaches, all eyes will be 
on whether the prosecution 
has completed its outstand-
ing obligations and wheth-
er the defence is satis�ed 
that it has received all 
necessary information. �e 
outcome of the progress 
update will determine
the next steps in a case that 
has already experienced 
delays but remains of high 
public interest.
If a hearing date is eventu-
ally set, the trial is expected 
to shed light on how the 
tender was awarded and 
whether any laws were bro-
ken in the process. Until 
then, the matter remains in 
the pre-trial stage, with the 
court awaiting con�rma-
tion that it is �nally ready
to proceed.
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 Lesotho-based hu-
man rights organi-
sation has formally 

petitioned South Africa’s 
Parliament to scrap pass-
port controls at the Leso-
tho–South Africa border, 
arguing that the current 
system is constitutional-
ly outdated and socially 
harmful.
Advocates for the Su-
premacy of the Constitu-
tion, commonly known 
as Section Two, says the 
long-standing passport 
requirement no longer 
re�ects the political and 
social realities of the two 
countries. In its submis-
sion, the group contends 
that the rule, introduced 
in 1963, originated in 
an era de�ned by apart-
heid-era security controls 
and racialised movement 
restrictions.
Although South Africa 
has since transitioned 
to democracy, Section 
Two argues that the legal 
architecture governing 
cross-border movement 
has not meaningfully 
evolved. �e organisation 
maintains that manda-
tory passport controls 
undermine constitutional 
principles such as dignity, 

Passport Politics: Rights Group 
Urges SA to Rethink Lesotho 
Border Controls

equality and freedom of 
movement.
A Border �at Cuts 
�rough Communities
Lesotho remains geograph-
ically encircled by South 
Africa. Families, language 
groups and economic net-
works span both sides of 
the border, often predating 
colonial demarcations.
According to the petition, 
the border regime disrupts 
social and economic life 
for thousands of people 
whose daily routines in-
volve movement between 
the two countries. �e 
group argues that what ap-
pears administratively rou-
tine in Pretoria or Maseru 
translates into signi�cant 
hardship at community 
level.
Section Two also high-
lights operational failures 
within Lesotho’s passport 
system, citing prolonged 
backlogs that can leave 
applicants waiting months 
for travel documents. �e 
delays, it argues, carry seri-
ous consequences.
Families reportedly miss 

funerals, births and ur-
gent medical situations. 
Cross-border workers risk 
losing employment when 
documentation lapses. In 
more desperate circum-
stances, some individuals 
attempt to cross through 
informal routes along the 
Mohokare, also known as 
the Caledon River, expos-
ing themselves to drown-
ing, arrest, deportation 
and criminal charges.
�e organisation contends 
that these realities illus-
trate a policy framework 
disconnected from lived 
experience along the bor-
der.
Proposed Alternative
Rather than abolishing 
border controls entirely, 
Section Two proposes a 
shift from passport-based 
entry to national identi-
ty document recognition 
between the two states.
�e group argues that 
ID-based travel would 
preserve sovereign bor-
der management while 
acknowledging the deep 
socio-economic integra-

tion between Lesotho and 
South Africa.
South Africa’s Parliamen-
tary Petitions O�ce has 
con�rmed receipt of the 
submission. However, it 
noted that international 
agreements fall within the 
competence of the Exec-
utive branch rather than 
Parliament.
Section Two coordinator 
Kananelo Boloetse ac-
knowledged the procedural 
response but said it side-
stepped the substantive 
issue.
“�e response was tech-
nically correct on trea-
ty-making,” Boloetse 
said. “But it avoided the 
substance of what we were 
asking Parliament to do. 
We are not asking Parlia-
ment to negotiate directly 
with Lesotho, but to exert 
oversight and pressure on 
the Executive to act.”
A Debate Larger �an 
Documentation
�e petition raises broader 
questions about regional 
integration, labour mo-
bility and the un�nished 
business of post-apartheid 
reform. At its core lies a 
tension between sovereign 
border enforcement and 
the practical realities of 
communities whose social 
and economic ties ignore 
political boundaries.
Whether the proposal 
gains traction remains 
uncertain. What is clear is 
that the issue touches not 
only immigration policy, 
but constitutional values 
and the everyday lives of 
Basotho and South Afri-
cans who navigate one of 
the most unusual borders 
on the continent.
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By Lemohang Botsane

MASERU

Farmers from var-
ious sectors have 
called on the 

government and relevant
stakeholders to tackle 
the obstacles hindering 
commercial farming in 
Lesotho. �e appeal
was made during a one-
day stakeholders&#39; 
forum organized by the 
Portfolio Committee on
Economic and Develop-
ment Cluster in Maseru.
Lesotho National Farm-
ers Union (LENAFU) 
President, Mr. Khotso 
Lepheana, highlighted
several challenges facing 
commercial farmers, 
including limited access 
to natural resources
like water and land, and 
inadequate aggregation 
structures for produce 
such as vegetables,
eggs, and milk. He also 
cited the lack of accred-
ited abattoirs for meat 
processing and
unclear national policies 
on food standards as 
major hurdles.
Mr. Lepheana empha-
sized the need for re-
agro ecological zoning 
to optimize the National
Subsidy Program, focus-
ing on large-scale fod-
der production, storage 
infrastructure, and
processing facilities. 
�is, he believes, will 

Farmers Urge Government to Address 
Commercial Farming Challenges

help boost commercial 
farming in the country.
On the other hand, Mr. 
Mpho Sekonyela from 
block farming encour-
aged farmers to explore
alternative solutions, 
such as investing in 
agricultural equipment, 
rather than relying sole-
ly

on government support. 
He acknowledged the 
limited land available 
for cropping but urged
farmers to seize business 
opportunities in agricul-
ture.
�e government has 
been working to im-
prove the agricultural 
sector, with initiatives 

like the
Smallholder Agriculture 
Development Project 
(SADP) and partner-
ships with organizations
like the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization 
(FAO) and the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricul-
tural
Development (IFAD).
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Continues in Page 17

How the DCEO Is Undermining 
Lesotho’s Knowledge Economy

Before the courts 
decide guilt or 
innocence, a more 

basic failure demands 
attention. �e Directo-
rate on Corruption and 
Economic O�ences ap-
pears not to understand 
what a university research 
and innovation hub is, 
how it functions, or why 
it exists. �at ignorance 
matters. Because when an 
anti-corruption agency 
applies blunt instruments 
to institutions it does not 
comprehend, it does not 
merely risk miscarriages of 
justice. It risks sabotaging 
the country’s ability to 
produce knowledge, retain 
scarce expertise, and con-
vert research into national 
development.
Research hubs, whether 
branded as innovation cen-
tres, technology transfer 
o�ces, or applied research 

EDITORIAL

15
By: Editorial

units, are not peripheral 
add-ons to universities. 
�ey are the engine rooms 
of national knowledge 
production. �ey exist 
to translate academic 
expertise into practical 
solutions, commercial 
products, policy tools, and 
public value. In developing 
countries especially, they 
are one of the few mech-
anisms through which 
scarce intellectual capital 
is retained, funded, and 
directed toward national 
development priorities.
�e National University of 
Lesotho’s Innovation Hub 
was conceived within this 
logic. It is meant to mo-
bilise in-house expertise, 
attract external funding, 
incubate research-driven 
enterprises, and ensure 
that academic work does 
not remain trapped in 
journals that no policy-
maker reads or laboratory 
shelves that gather dust. 
�is is not a novel idea. It 
is how universities across 

the world, including the 
Ivy League institutions so 
often cited as benchmarks, 
organise their research 
ecosystems.
At Harvard, Stanford, 
MIT, Yale, Princeton, and 
Columbia, the overwhelm-
ing majority of spin-o�s, 
funded research projects, 
and innovation entities 
are led by professors who 
are full-time employees of 
the university. �e same 
academic who lectures 
undergraduates is often the 
principal investigator on a 
grant, the scienti�c found-
er of a start-up, or the di-
rector of a research centre. 
�is is not a loophole. It is 
the design.
Universities do not out-
source their brains.
�e idea that a professor’s 
dual role as an employ-
ee of the university and 
a researcher involved in 
externally funded projects 
is inherently suspicious 
betrays a fundamental 
misunderstanding of how 

research institutions func-
tion. Academic expertise 
is not an incidental input. 
It is the core asset. Strip 
universities of the ability 
to leverage their own sta� 
for research and innova-
tion, and you reduce them 
to teaching factories.
�is is the context with-
in which the Directorate 
on Corruption and Eco-
nomic O�ences has now 
arraigned Professor George 
Mosotho, an analytical 
chemist, on allegations of 
con�ict of interest linked 
to research funding. �e 
courts will, and must, 
determine the legal merits 
of the case. But outside the 
courtroom, a far broad-
er and more troubling 
question arises. Does the 
DCEO understand the 
mandate, structure, and 
operational logic of uni-
versity research hubs at all?
For a country like Lesotho, 
this is not an abstract con-
cern. Analytical chemistry 
is not a surplus skill here. 
It is a rare, strategic capa-
bility. Professor Mosotho 
is not merely another 
academic. He represents a 
depth of scienti�c exper-
tise that the country can ill 
a�ord to casually criminal-
ise without a sophisticated 
appreciation of context.
In most research universi-
ties, con�ict of interest is 
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SENTIMENTAL TRACKER
Sovereignty Holds, But Economic 

Frustration Runs Deep

Lesotho Tribune’s 
latest Sentiment 
Tracker reveals a 

nation divided, but not 
evenly.
In a cross-platform poll 
asking, “Should Lesotho 
be part of South Africa?” 
a plurality of respond-
ents rejected the idea of 
incorporation, signalling 
that sovereignty remains 
a powerful emotional and 
political anchor.
Across 107 recorded 
votes on X, 45 percent 
selected “No, protect 
sovereignty.”
Meanwhile, 36 percent 
supported integration 
for economic reasons, 13 
percent favoured regional 
integration only, and 6 
percent remained unde-
cided.
�e margin is clear, but 
the underlying message is 
more complex.
Sovereignty Leads, But 
By No Landslide
At 45 percent, the 
pro-sovereignty camp 
leads. Yet it does not 
command an outright 
majority. Combined, 49 
percent of respondents 
either favour full integra-

even tighter.
Regionalism as a Middle 
Ground
�irteen percent opted 
for “Regional integration 
only.” �is group repre-
sents a pragmatic middle 
path: deeper economic 
and administrative coor-
dination without formal 
political absorption.
In many ways, this bloc 
may represent the strate-
gic centre of the debate. 
It suggests that voters are 
exploring structural solu-
tions beyond the binary 
of independence versus 
incorporation.
Online Reaction Re�ects 
Emotional Undercurrents 
Comments under the 
poll reveal that the debate 
is not merely technical.
Some users questioned 
the practical meaning of 
sovereignty in light of 
economic dependency. 
Others defended inde-
pendence as non-negotia-
ble regardless of econom-
ic hardship.

By Lesotho Tribune

tion for economic reasons 
or prefer a deeper region-
al arrangement.
�at near parity tells its 
own story. Attachment 
to independence remains 
strong. But economic 
pressure is clearly reshap-
ing public thinking.
Economic Anxiety Is 
Driving the Debate
�e 36 percent backing 
incorporation speci�cal-
ly for economic reasons 
suggests frustration rather 
than ideological realign-
ment.
�is bloc appears less 
concerned with national 
identity and more fo-
cused on jobs, income 
stability, market access, 
and currency alignment. 
It re�ects a growing 
sentiment that economic 
performance, not sym-
bolism, is what matters at 
household level.
If the question had been 
framed purely in eco-
nomic terms, the num-
bers may have looked 

�e tone underscores 
how closely sovereignty is 
tied to dignity and iden-
tity, even as economic 
realities challenge that 
attachment.
What �is Means
�ree key signals emerge:
1.Sovereignty remains the 
single strongest position.
2.Economic frustration is 
large enough to seriously 
challenge the status quo.
3.�e debate is no longer 
fringe. It is mainstream.
hile this poll re�ects 
online participants rather 
than a scienti�c national 
sample, it o�ers a snap-
shot of an evolving con-
versation.
For policymakers, the 
message is clear. Citi-
zens may not be ready to 
surrender sovereignty, but 
a signi�cant portion are 
questioning whether cur-
rent economic outcomes 
justify the existing model.
If economic performance 
improves meaningfully 
at household level, sov-
ereignty sentiment will 
likely strengthen. If not, 
the 36 percent may grow.
Sentiment Tracker
Question: Should Le-
sotho be part of South 
Africa?
Platform: X
Total Votes: 107
Results:
No, protect sovereignty – 
45%
Yes, for economic reasons 
– 36%
Regional integration only 
– 13%
Undecided – 6%
Lesotho Tribune will con-
tinue tracking shifts in 
public sentiment on key 
national questions.
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not addressed by banning 
professors from engaging 
in research-linked entities. 
It is managed through dis-
closure, governance frame-
works, ethics committees, 
and institutional oversight. 
Universities regulate these 
relationships precisely 
because they are expected, 
not because they are aber-
rations.
�e danger of the current 
approach is not only rep-
utational damage to an 
individual. It is systemic 
chilling. When anti-cor-
ruption enforcement is 
applied without institu-
tional literacy, it sends a 
signal to every academic 
that engaging in applied 
research is legally risky. It 
discourages innovation. It 

deters external funders. It 
accelerates brain drain. It 
turns universities inward, 
fearful, and timid.
And the cost is national.
Lesotho already struggles 
to retain scientists, en-
gineers, and researchers. 
We cannot compete with 
South Africa, Europe, or 
North America on sala-
ries. What we can o�er 
is relevance, impact, and 
the opportunity to build 
something meaningful at 
home. Research hubs are 
one of the few instruments 
through which that prom-
ise is made credible.
�is is not an argument 
for impunity. Nor is it a 
plea for special treatment 
of academics. It is an 
argument for competence. 
Anti-corruption agencies, 

like all institutions of the 
state, must understand the 
environments they po-
lice. Financial regulation 
requires �nancial literacy. 
Environmental enforce-
ment requires environ-
mental science. University 
governance requires an 
understanding of academic 
ecosystems.
When enforcement is 
blind to institutional pur-
pose, it becomes destruc-
tive rather than corrective.
If the DCEO proceeds 
as though universities are 
no di�erent from pro-
curement departments or 
parastatals, it risks doing 
long-term damage to Leso-
tho’s already fragile knowl-
edge economy. �e irony 
is painful. In attempting to 
protect public funds, the 

Continued from Page 15 state may be undermining 
the very institutions ca-
pable of generating future 
public value.
One hopes that this mo-
ment becomes a turning 
point. Not just for this 
case, but for a deeper 
reckoning about how law 
enforcement engages with 
complex institutions. Be-
cause if we continue down 
this path, the message 
to the country’s bright-
est minds will be clear. 
Do not innovate. Do not 
apply your knowledge. Do 
not build. Just teach your 
classes and keep your head 
down.
For a nation that speaks 
endlessly about devel-
opment, that would be 
a tragedy entirely of our 
own making.
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Funeral Company Directors Take Fight to 
High Court over Control Dispute

MASERU

A serious legal battle 
has erupted at Nale-
di Funeral Planners 

(Pty) Ltd, with a group of 
shareholders and direc-
tors approaching the High 
Court of Lesotho, Com-
mercial Division, to chal-
lenge what they describe 
as unlawful and irregular 
decisions a�ecting the com-
pany.
Court papers �led in Ma-
seru show that the matter 
involves deep divisions 
within the company’s lead-
ership and raises questions 
about corporate control, 
management, and
the role of public o�ces in 
company administration.
At the centre of the case is 
Malefetsane Tlelima, who 
says he is the chairman of 
the board of directors and 
a shareholder of Naledi Fu-
neral Planners. In a found-
ing a�davit sworn before 
the court, Tlelima states 
that he brings the applica-
tion both in his personal
capacity and on behalf of 
other shareholders and 
directors who have author-
ised him to act for them.
He explains that the group 
decided to institute legal 
proceedings after a compa-
ny resolution taken on 22 
January 2026. According 
to him, this resolution was 
adopted because certain 
decisions had been made 
which they believe were 
unlawful and irregular, and 
which were harming the 
company’s structures, man-
agement, interests,
and day-to-day operations.
“�e e�ect of these deci-
sions has been to negatively 
impact how the company 
is run,” he says in his af-
�davit, adding that the 
situation has become seri-
ous enough to require the 
intervention of the court.

By: Tholoana Lesenya

�e applicants listed in the 
matter include Tlelima as 
the �rst applicant, followed 
by �oolo Mohapi Sheea, 
Soaile Mochaba, Bonang 
Phooko, and Mphamo 
Tente. Naledi Funeral Plan-
ners (Pty) Ltd itself is also 
cited as the sixth applicant. 
All, according to the court 
papers, are shareholders 
and directors of the com-
pany and are bringing the 
case in both capacities.
On the other side are nine 
respondents. �ese include 
several individuals, among 
them �abiso Madiba, 
Khojane Madiba, Tšolo 
Seutloali, Mohau Linake, 
Sidwell Jackson, Christo-
pher Kao, and Retšepile 
Linake, as well as the Regis-
trar of Companies and the
Attorney General.
Although the full details 
of the disputed decisions 
are contained in the main 
application, the founding 
a�davit gives a clear pic-
ture of a company in tur-
moil. Tlelima states that
he has personal knowledge 
of most of the facts he plac-
es before the court, while 
other information is drawn 
from company documents 
in his possession. Where 
necessary, he relies on re-
cords held by the company 
secretary, Advocate Peter 
Matekane, whose support-
ing a�davit is attached to 
con�rm those facts.
He further explains that he 
is deposing to the a�davit 
not only for himself but 
also to avoid unnecessary 
duplication by having 
several applicants each �le 
similar statements.
�is, he says, is meant to 

prevent burdening the 
court record.
�e applicants’ main con-
cern, as re�ected in the 
documents, is that the deci-
sions taken without proper 
authority or procedure have 
interfered with the lawful 
management of
Naledi Funeral Planners. 
�ey argue that these 
actions threaten the stabil-
ity of the business and the 
interests of its legitimate 
shareholders and directors.
By approaching the Com-
mercial Division of the 
High Court, the applicants 
are seeking clarity, protec-
tion, and corrective meas-
ures from the judiciary. 
�ey want the court to
examine how certain 
changes or actions were 
made, who authorised 
them, and whether they 
comply with company law 
and established corporate 
governance principles.
Legal analysts say disputes 
of this nature are becoming 
increasingly common as
companies grow and inter-
nal power struggles emerge. 
When shareholders and
directors disagree over 
control, management, or 
registration matters, the 
Registrar of Companies is 
often drawn into the dis-
pute, as appears to be the 
case here. �e inclusion of 
the Attorney General also 
suggests that the applicants 
believe public authorities 
may have played a role in 
decisions they now contest.
In corporate law, directors 
are expected to act in the 
best interests of the com-
pany and in accordance 
with its founding docu-
ments and the law. When 
decisions are taken outside 
these boundaries, a�ected 
parties have the right to 
seek the court’s interven-
tion. �e court can review 
the legality of such deci-
sions, set them aside, and
issue orders aimed at restor-

ing proper governance.
For Naledi Funeral Plan-
ners, a company operating 
in the sensitive funeral 
services sector, stability and 
public trust are critical. 
Prolonged internal con�ict 
can disrupt operations, 
a�ect employees, and un-
dermine con�dence among 
clients who rely on the
company at vulnerable mo-
ments in their lives.
�e applicants argue that 
this is precisely why the 
matter cannot be left unre-
solved.
�ey maintain that un-
less the court steps in, 
the ongoing disputes will 
continue to damage the 
company’s reputation and 
functioning.
�e case is now before the 
High Court, which will 
consider the a�davits and 
any opposing papers to be 
�led by the respondents. 
Once all documents are in, 
the court is
expected to hear arguments 
from both sides before 
making a ruling.
For now, the �ling of the 
application marks the 
formal beginning of what 
could be a
lengthy court process. It is 
a process that may not only 
determine who lawfully 
controls
Naledi Funeral Planners, 
but also set an important 
example for how corporate 
disputes
are handled in Lesotho.
As the matter unfolds, 
attention will focus on the 
evidence presented, the role 
of the
Registrar of Companies, 
and whether the contested 
decisions will withstand 
legal
scrutiny. What is clear is 
that the shareholders be-
hind the application are 
determined to
�ght for what they say is 
the lawful management and 
future of their company
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For years, African 
policymakers have 
been told that 

China represents opportu-
nity. Infrastructure, trade, 
South South cooperation, 
an alternative to Western 
conditionality. �at nar-
rative is now collapsing 
under the weight of hard 
numbers. For countries 
like Lesotho, China is not 
merely an imperfect part-
ner. It is a structural prob-
lem.
�e problem is not ideolo-
gy. It is economics.
China’s global trade strat-
egy is built around export 
dominance, domestic 
market protection, and 
selective import depend-
ence limited largely to raw 
materials. �at model is 
devastating for small devel-
oping economies that lack 
scale, bargaining power, or 
diversi�ed export baskets. 
Lesotho �ts that descrip-
tion almost perfectly.
China Buys Almost Noth-
ing from Lesotho

ery, electronics, vehicles, 
textiles, household goods, 
and industrial inputs.
�is is not trade partner-
ship. It is asymmetry.
China’s import appetite is 
structurally constrained. 
Beijing has spent the past 
decade pursuing self su�-
ciency in high value manu-
facturing while aggressively 
expanding export capacity. 
�e result is a record glob-
al trade surplus exceeding 
one trillion dollars. �at 
surplus exists because Chi-
na produces far more than 

China Is Not Lesotho’s Partner. It 
Is Its Biggest Economic Threat.

By: Staff Reporter

Start with a simple but 
uncomfortable fact. China 
does not buy meaningful 
value added goods from 
Lesotho. It never has.
Lesotho’s exports to China 
are narrow and shallow. 
Wool, a small volume of 
diamonds, and a hand-
ful of low value electrical 
components dominate the 
trade data. In total value 
terms, Lesotho exports 
tens of millions of dollars 
to China annually. In con-
trast, imports from China 
into Lesotho span machin-

it consumes and because 
it has little incentive to 
open its domestic market 
to foreign manufactured 
goods, especially from 
small economies.
Except for raw materials, 
China buys almost noth-
ing from Africa. Lesotho is 
no exception.
Market Access Is a Myth
Defenders of China often 
argue that African produc-
ers simply lack competi-
tiveness. �at explanation 
ignores China’s deliberate 
Continnues in Page 20
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market architecture.
China protects its domes-
tic market through regu-
latory barriers, standards 
regimes, state subsidies, 
and industrial policy that 
favors national champions. 
�ese are not accidental 
outcomes. �ey are policy 
choices.
For a country like Lesotho, 
which struggles to access 
even regional markets, 
penetrating the Chinese 
consumer or industrial 
supply chain is e�ectively 
impossible. �is is why 
Lesotho’s export relation-
ship with China has not 
evolved beyond commodi-
ties despite years of diplo-
matic engagement.
Trade without access is not 
trade. It is dependency.
Dumping and the De-
struction of Local Industry 
China’s export model relies 
on scale, cost suppression, 
and state backed manufac-
turing ecosystems. When 
surplus goods �ood devel-
oping markets, local pro-
ducers cannot compete.
South Africa is already 
responding by considering 
antidumping duties on 
Chinese and Indian vehi-
cles after imports surged 
by hundreds of percent 
while local production 
stagnated. If South Africa, 
with its industrial depth, 
is under threat, smaller 
economies like Lesotho do 
not stand a chance.
Cheap imports may bene-
�t consumers in the short 
term, but they hollow 
out domestic industry. 
Once local manufacturing 
collapses, jobs disappear, 
skills erode, and econo-
mies become permanently 
import dependent.
�is phenomenon has a 
name in economics. Pre-
mature deindustrialisation.

Africa has experienced it 
before. China is accelerat-
ing it.
Botswana, Diamonds, and 
the Synthetic Shock
�e damage is not limited 
to manufacturing. Botswa-
na’s diamond industry is 
under severe pressure, not 
only from cyclical down-
turns but from structural 
shifts in global demand.
China is one of the world’s 
largest producers and 
consumers of synthet-
ic diamonds. �ese lab 
grown stones are cheaper, 
scalable, and increasingly 
accepted by consumers. As 
synthetic supply expands, 
natural diamond prices 
weaken.
Botswana’s �scal stability 
is tied to diamonds. Le-
sotho’s diamond sector, 
smaller but still signi�cant, 
faces the same threat. �is 
is not a coincidence. It is 
the downstream e�ect of 
China’s industrial strategy.
China manufactures the 
substitute. China con-
sumes it. African produc-
ers absorb the loss.
�e Illusion of Infrastruc-
ture for Trade
Supporters of China often 
point to roads, buildings, 
and projects. Infrastructure 
matters, but infrastructure 
without industrial devel-
opment is a dead end.
What is the point of better 
roads if they only carry 
imported goods inland? 
What is the value of in-
dustrial parks if local �rms 
cannot compete against 
subsidised imports?
Trade policy cannot be 
separated from produc-
tion. China understands 
this. Africa has been slower 
to learn.
Why the West Now Makes 
Economic Sense Again
�is is not a call for nostal-
gia or blind alignment. It 

is a strategic reassessment.
Western markets, for all 
their �aws, remain more 
open to value added im-
ports from developing 
economies. �ey o�er 
clearer rules, deeper con-
sumer markets, and greater 
scope for integration into 
global value chains.
Lesotho’s textile exports to 
the United States under 
AGOA demonstrate this 
reality. When access exists, 
production follows.
China o�ers scale without 
access. �e West o�ers ac-
cess with conditions. From 
an economic development 
perspective, access matters 
more.
A Strategic Imperative for 
Lesotho, Lesotho cannot 

a�ord sentimental geopol-
itics. It must pursue hard 
headed economic realism.
Diversify trade part-
ners. Reduce exposure to 
dumping. Protect fragile 
domestic sectors. Push 
value addition relentlessly. 
Prioritise markets that buy 
more than raw materials.
China is not an enemy. 
But it is not a develop-
ment partner either.
It is a competitor with 
overwhelming scale, a 
closed domestic market, 
and a trade model that 
structurally disadvantages 
small economies.
Pretending otherwise is 
no longer intellectually 
honest. Or economically 
sustainable.

Continnued from Page 19
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The Lesotho Sport 
and Recreation 
Commission 

(LSRC), through Team 
Lesotho management, 
briefed the media today 
on the country’s roadm-
ap towards the AUSC 
Region 5 Youth Games 
scheduled for December 
2026 in Maputo, Mo-
zambique.
Addressing the press on 
Wednesday 28th Janu-
ary, Head of Delegation 
and Chef de Mission 
Mr Re�loe Maphallela 
revealed that prepara-
tions will formally get 
underway on 14th Feb-
ruary with the launch 

of a countrywide ath-
lete identi�cation mis-
sion. �e initiative will 
move from district to 
district, beginning in 
Butha-Buthe, and will 
continue until Septem-
ber 2026.
�e scouting programme 
is designed to uncov-
er outstanding young 
sportsmen and women 
who will be channelled 
into the National Youth 
Games in October. From 
there, the strongest per-
formers will be �ltered 
into a �nal squad to 
represent Lesotho at the 
AUSC Region 5 Youth 
Games. Beyond Maputo 
2026, the process is also 
intended to build a tal-

LSRC rolls out early nationwide talent 
search for AUSC Region 5 Games

By: Lits’itso Letsunyane ent pipeline for the 2027 
African Games in Egypt 
and the 2028 AUSC 
Region 5 Games to be 
hosted in South Africa.
LSRC spokesperson 
Advocate Jobo Raswoko 
said the Commission had 
taken a deliberate deci-
sion to start planning 
well in advance after rec-
ognising the importance 
of early preparation. 
He explained that the 
Commission will cover 
all ten districts to ensure 
that promising athletes 
are identi�ed, developed 
and supported regardless 
of their geographic loca-
tion.
Mr Maphallela noted 
that in past editions 

of the AUSC Region 
5 Youth Games, Leso-
tho’s preparations were 
often delayed, which 
negatively a�ected per-
formance. He said the 
new approach prioritis-
es long-term planning, 
with athletes progressing 
from district level com-
petitions into successive 
stages until a national 
team is con�rmed.

Team Manager Mrs 
’Malineo Makhang also 
informed the media that 
the district youth games 
will o�cially commence 
in Botha-Bothe on 14th 
February 2026. She stat-
ed that the programme 
will feature a range of 
sporting disciplines, 
among them basketball, 
boxing, taekwondo, net-
ball and football, with 
additional codes also 
expected to be included. 
Mrs Makhang further 
disclosed that M700,000 
has been ring-fenced 
to fund the prepara-
tion phase of the youth 
games.
�e delegation, under 
the leadership of Mr 
Maphallela, has been 
tasked with overseeing 
and evaluating the entire 
process, from the initial 
district competitions 
through to Lesotho’s par-
ticipation at the AUSC 
Region 5 Youth Games 
in Maputo later in the 
year.
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Lioli Football Club 
have put spec-
ulation to rest 

by o�cially presenting 
Halemakale Mahlaha as 
their new head coach, 
completing a move that 
had been widely antici-
pated during the week. At 
the same time, Lesotho 
Mounted Police Service 
(LMPS) FC con�rmed 
that the seasoned tacti-
cian has vacated his posi-
tion, clearing the way for 
his switch to Tse Nala.
Mahlaha steps into the 
role following the depar-
ture of Bongani Maseko, 
whose tenure with Lioli 
came to an end in De-
cember 2025. During the 
interim period, Kenny 
Mohoanyane oversaw 
the team and will now 
remain part of the tech-
nical bench as Mahlaha’s 

assistant.
�e appointment brings 
to Lioli one of Lesotho’s 
most experienced football 
minds. Mahlaha has built 
a strong reputation in 
domestic football, hav-
ing guided some of the 
country’s leading clubs 
and worked extensively 
within youth national 
team structures. Before 
his current move to Lioli, 
he was taking charge at 
LMPS FC, a club with 
which he shares a long 
history dating back to his 
playing days.
Prior to his time at 
LMPS, Mahlaha was at 
the head coach of Matla-

His involvement in youth 
football has underlined 
his emphasis on long-
term player development, 
a quality Lioli will hope 
to translates into sustain-
able success.
Known for advocating 
discipline, structure and 
collective responsibility, 
and his formal unveil-
ing complete and LMPS 
having acknowledged 
his resignation, attention 
will now turn to how 
quickly Mahlaha can 
imprint his philosophy 
at Lioli, which currently 
sits on 5th Place on the 
Vodacom Premier League 
table.
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Lioli FC confirm Mahlaha appointment 
as LMPS formalise his exit

ma FC, where he led the 
giants through demand-
ing league campaigns and 
domestic competitions. 
His time at Matlama 
reinforced his image as a 
coach capable of manag-
ing pressure at high-pro-
�le clubs, while maintain-
ing tactical organisation 
and consistency across a 
season.
Beyond club football, 
Mahlaha has also been 
entrusted with devel-
oping young talent at 
national level, having 
coached Lesotho’s Un-
der-20 side (Makoanya-
ne XI) in regional and 
continental assignments. 


