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Judge Hands Down 40-Year Sentence in Brutal 
Killing of Eight-Year-Old

A High Court judge 
has delivered a �rm 
warning that crimes 

committed against women 
and children must be met 
with severe punishment, as 
he sentenced two people 
to lengthy prison terms for 
the brutal murder of an 
eight-year-old boy.
Justice Tšeliso Mokoko 
made the remarks this 
week while sentencing 
Motšelisi
Maoeng, a domestic work-
er, and her boyfriend John 
Lefoka for the murder of 
Liteboho Sekokotoana. 
�e tragic incident oc-
curred on April 7, 2025, 
at the Sekokotoana family 
home in Ha Leqele, Mas-
eru.
�e court found that the 
two accused wrapped the 
young boy with sellotape 
during a violent attempt 
to obtain a bank card pin 
number, causing him to 
su�ocate to death.
In delivering the sentence, 
Justice Mokoko empha-
sized that women and 
children are among the 
most vulnerable members 
of society and that the 
courts have a duty to pro-
tect them through �rm and 
decisive punishment.
“�ose who commit of-
fences against women and 
children deserve severe 
punishment,” the judge 
said, adding that the grow-
ing level of violence against 
these groups is deeply
troubling.
�e accused were found 
guilty of murder, theft 
and assault. �e court 
heard that the pair not 
only killed the young boy 
but also stole a number of 
items from the Sekoko-
toana household. �ese 
included groceries, kitch-
en utensils, clothing, a 
cellphone, money and a 
bank card belonging to the 

By: Tholoana Lesenya

family.
�e court further heard 
that the accused demand-
ed the pin number for the 
bank card from the young 
victim. When he could not 
provide the information 
they were seeking,
they wrapped sellotape 
around him, restricting his 
breathing and ultimately 
causing his death.
�e tragedy did not end 
there. Evidence before the 
court also revealed that 
the accused assaulted the 
deceased’s older brother, 
15-year-old Lereko Se-
kokotoana, during the 
same incident.
According to the evidence, 
the accused demanded that 
Lereko also reveal the pin
number for the bank card. 
When he could not provide 
it, they attacked him and
attempted to wrap him 
with sellotape as well.
However, the teenager 
managed to �ght back and 
escape from the attackers. 
�e court heard that the 
accused were under the 
in�uence of alcohol at the 
time, which may have
contributed to their inabil-
ity to overpower him.
His escape ultimately al-
lowed authorities to piece 
together what had hap-
pened inside the house that 
day.
Medical evidence presented 
before the court con�rmed 
the cause of death. A fo-
rensic pathologist testi�ed 
that Liteboho died from 
smothering, which oc-
curred when his breathing 
was obstructed.
�e medical �ndings sup-

ported the prosecution’s 
case that the child su�o-
cated after being tightly 
wrapped with sellotape by 
the accused.
While delivering judgment, 
Justice Mokoko said the 
prosecution had success-
fully established a prima 
facie case against the two 
accused persons.
He further stated that the 
evidence clearly demon-
strated that Maoeng and 
Lefoka acted together with 
a common purpose when 
committing the crimes.
“�e court is satis�ed that 
the accused shared a com-
mon intention and acted 
together when they com-
mitted these o�ences,” the 
judge said.
He added that the two 
must have foreseen the 
serious danger their actions 
posed to the young boy.
“�e court is of the view 
that when they wrapped 
the deceased with the 
sellotape, they foresaw the 
risk of death occurring. 
However, they recklessly 
continued and gambled
with the life of the de-
ceased,” he said.
Justice Mokoko also used 
the opportunity to address 
broader concerns about the
public’s con�dence in the 
criminal justice system.
He noted that there is 
growing concern within so-
ciety about violent crimes, 
particularly those target-
ing women and children. 
According to the judge, the 
courts have a responsibili-
ty to ensure that justice is 
served and that the public 
maintains trust in the
system.
“�e court has taken ju-
dicial notice that the trust 
of society in the criminal 
justice system has dimin-
ished,” he said.
He added that it is the 
responsibility of the courts 
to help restore that trust 
by ensuring that o�enders 
who commit serious crimes 
receive appropriate punish-
ment.
“�rough its sentences, 

the court must send a clear 
message to potential of-
fenders and
to the community that of-
fences against women and 
children will face the full 
force of the
law,” Justice Mokoko said.
After considering the se-
riousness of the o�ences, 
the court sentenced both 
Maoeng
and Lefoka to 40 years im-
prisonment for murder.
In addition to the murder 
sentence, the court im-
posed �ve years imprison-
ment for theft
and a further one-year jail 
term for assault.
However, the sentences will 
run concurrently, mean-
ing the two will e�ectively 
serve the 40-year imprison-
ment term.
�e case attracted attention 
due to the shocking nature 
of the crime, particularly
because Maoeng had been 
employed by the Sekoko-
toana family as a domestic 
worker.
Her position within the 
household had placed her 
in a position of trust.
�e judge’s remarks high-
lighted the disturbing 
betrayal involved in the 
crime, as the victim and his 
family had allowed Mao-
eng into their home as an 
employee.
�e prosecution in the 
matter was led by Advocate 
�ato Lepheane.
�e accused persons were 
represented by Advocates 
Pelele Ntori and Nketsi 
Makhera.
With the sentencing now 
concluded, the case brings 
some measure of closure 
to a deeply painful tragedy 
that claimed the life of a 
young child and left a fam-
ily grieving.
Justice Mokoko’s strong 
remarks underscored the 
court’s commitment to 
protecting vulnerable 
members of society and 
ensuring that those who 
commit violent crimes face 
serious consequences under 
the law.
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A borehole drilling 
project worth more 
than M82,000 has 

turned into a bitter dis-
pute after a Maseru family 
accused Tsoana-Makhulo 
Member of Parliament 
Teboho Notsi of using his 
political status to intim-
idate mediators instead 
of resolving complaints 
about the work done by 
his company.
�e controversy cen-
tres on Notsi Electrical 
(PTY) LTD, a Teyateya-
neng-based borehole drill-
ing company owned and 
managed by Notsi.
According to informa-
tion provided to Lesotho 
Tribune, the company 
was contracted in Octo-
ber 2024by a Mazenod 
resident seeking borehole 
drilling services at a prop-
erty in Ha-Jimisi.
Quotation and Site In-
spection
�e client says Notsi 
personally handled ear-
ly communications and 
later provided a quotation 
covering the drilling and 
installation of the bore-
hole system.
Before work could begin, 
the contractor requested 
a surveillance fee to con-
duct a site inspection. �e 
terms were later renegoti-
ated so that the inspection 
would be done �rst and 
the fee paid afterwards.
Notsi reportedly visited 
the site alone to assess the 
location and marked what 
he said was the most suita-
ble spot for drilling. �e 
surveillance fee was then 
paid in full.
Project Handed to Fore-
man
Months later, when the 
project was expected to 
begin, the client says 

Notsi became di�cult to 
reach.
When communication 
eventually resumed, the 
MP allegedly informed 
the client that the project 
would now be handled by 
the company’s foreman.
According to the client, 
the foreman admitted he 
was not fully knowledge-
able about certain aspects 
of the company’s oper-
ations, but assured the 
client that the team could 
complete the project with-
in a week.
�e foreman then request-
ed M82,400 upfront for 
borehole drilling costs.
After further negotiations, 
the client agreed to pay 
the amount in phases.
Payments Made
Records seen by Lesotho 
Tribune indicate the fol-
lowing payments were 
made:

Despite the payments, 
the project quickly began 
experiencing delays.
�e contractor allegedly 
cited bad weather and 
mechanical problems as 
reasons for repeated post-
ponements.
Borehole Location 
Changed

When work eventual-
ly began, the client says 
the drilling location was 
changed without her 
consent, despite the site 
having been previously 
inspected by Notsi.
A witness present during 
construction told Leso-
tho Tribune that workers 
discussed concerns that 
the original drilling point 
might run beneath latrine 
pipes, prompting them to 
shift the drilling site.
�e client claims she was 
not consulted about the 
change.
During installation, work-
ers allegedly made faulty 
pipe connections, which 
were reportedly left unre-
paired.
Only Five Litres of Water
After more than three 
weeks, the project was 
declared complete.
However, the results were 
far from satisfactory.
�e client says that even 
after allowing the borehole 
to rest for 48 hours, it 
produced only about �ve 
litres of water, far below 
what had been expected.
�e water that did emerge 
was described as muddy 
and inconsistent.
Repeated attempts to 
reach Notsi to address the 
problems reportedly went 
unanswered.
Police Mediation
Frustrated by the lack of 
response, the client says 
they sought assistance 
from the local police sta-
tion, where a station man-
ager attempted to mediate 
the dispute.
It was during this media-
tion e�ort that the situa-
tion allegedly escalated.
According to the client, 
Notsi responded by as-
serting his political status 
and warning the mediator 
against interfering in the 
matter.
�e client claims the MP 
told the mediator they 

were “biting the hand that 
feeds them” by getting 
involved.
Party Intervention At-
tempted
Because the dispute had 
taken on a political di-
mension, the client says 
they were advised to seek 
assistance from the Rev-
olution for Prosperity 
(RFP) Secretary-General.
Following that interven-
tion, Notsi reportedly 
contacted the client and 
agreed to a meeting.
However, the client claims 
the meeting did not result 
in a resolution.
Instead, the MP alleged-
ly repeatedly invoked his 
position as a Member of 
Parliament, which the 
client interpreted as in-
timidation.
Refund Refused
During the meeting, the 
client requested a refund 
of the M82,400 drilling 
fee, arguing that the bore-
hole had failed.
Notsi reportedly rejected 
the request but instead 
proposed re-drilling the 
borehole.
Since that meeting, the 
client says the MP has 
only returned once to 
re-survey the site and has 
not taken further action 
to �x the problem.
Family Left Without Wa-
ter
At the centre of the dis-
pute is a family that had 
hoped the borehole would 
provide reliable access to 
water at their home.
Instead, they say they are 
left with a poorly func-
tioning borehole and un-
resolved questions about 
the money paid.
MP Yet to Respond
Lesotho Tribune attempt-
ed to contact Teboho 
Notsi for comment.
He had not responded to 
requests for his side of the 
story by the time of publi-
cation.

“I Am an MP”: Tsoana-Makhulo Lawmaker 
Accused of Intimidation in Failed Borehole 
Project

By: Lemohang Botsane
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M3.49 Billion Missing on 
Paper as Audit

The most explosive 
number in Leso-
tho’s latest pub-

lic audit is not a budget 
allocation, not a debt 
issue, and not even the 
admitted fraud case. It is 
a discrepancy. A
staggering M3.49 billion 
gap sits between two 
parts of the same set of 
government �nancial
statements.
�e Auditor-General’s re-
port on the Consolidated 
Financial Statements for 
the year ended
31 March 2023 delivers 
an adverse audit opinion, 
the most severe audit 
judgement
possible. In simple terms, 
it means the �nancial 
statements do not fairly 
present the
�nancial position of the 
Government of Lesotho.

9
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By: Lesotho Tribune

Continues in Page 11

�e audit found that the 
Consolidated Statement 
of Cash Receipts and 
Payments shows that
government had a cash 

balance of M5.71 billion 
at the end of the �nancial 
year. Yet Note 15 in the 
same �nancial statements 
reports a cash balance of 

only M2.22 billion. �e 
di�erence between these 
�gures is M3.49 billion.
�is contradiction lies at 

Auditor-General finds massive discrepancies 
in Lesotho’s financial statements and raises 
questions about billions  recorded in 
government books



10 news Sunday, 15 march 2026

Ending GBV In Lesotho: A Call to Action

MASERU

Gender Links Leso-
tho has called the 
nation to work 

together to tackle gen-
der-based violence
(GBV) in Lesotho. �e 
organisation made the call 
during the commemora-
tion of International
Women’s Day in Maseru 
this week.
�e event shared prelim-
inary insights from the 
Gender-Based Violence 
Indicators Study aimed
at understanding the scale 
and evolving nature of 
violence in Lesotho. �e 
study is conducted with 
backing from the Euro-
pean Union and in part-
nership with several or-
ganisations including the 
International Commission 
of Jurists, Seinoli Legal 
Centre, People’s Matrix 
and Sesotho
Media and Development.
Mamolibeli Ngakane, an 
o�cer in the Department 
of Gender, Youth and 
Social Development,
said gender-based violence 
remains one of the most 
serious barriers to gender 
equality and social
justice in the country.
“Gender-based violence is 
not inevitable; it is pre-
ventable. �e evidence we 
are generating must move 
from awareness to action 
so that women and girls 
can live free from fear and 
fully exercise their rights,” 
Ngakane said.
�e study aims to give 
updated information on 

the drivers and patterns of 
gender-based violence
and help guide nation-
al dialogue and policy 
responses. According 
to Gender Links, while 
progress has been made in 
addressing gender-based 
violence, new challenges 
are prevailing due to so-
cial, economic and tech-
nological changes.
“Violence against wom-
en and girls is a global 
pandemic that knows no 
borders, a�ecting women
and girls of all ages, back-
grounds and communi-
ties,” said Gender Links 
Lesotho Country Manag-
er, �apelo Tlakanelo.
�e organisation made an 
emphasis that addressing 
GBV requires a compre-

hensive approach that 
involves governments, 
civil society, communities 
and individuals working 
together to prevent and 
respond to violence.
“On this International 
Women’s Day, we call on 
all stakeholders to join 
forces to end GBV and
promote a culture of re-
spect, equality and justice 
for all,” Tlakanelo said.
�e commemoration of 
International Women’s 
Day is an opportunity to 
celebrate the achievements 
of women while also spot-
lighting the hurdles that 
continue to a�ect their 
safety, dignity and rights.
Lesotho has made com-
mitments to address GBV, 
including the adoption 

By: Lemohang Botsane

of the SADC Protocol 
on Gender and Develop-
ment, which sets targets 
for countries to achieve 
gender equality and
women’s empowerment.
However, more needs to 
be done to translate these 
commitments into action. 
�e Lesotho government, 
civil society, communi-
ties and individuals must 
work together to prevent 
and
respond to GBV,⅝ and 
promote a culture of re-
spect, equality and justice 
for all.
�e �ght against GBV is 
a collective responsibility, 
and every person has a 
role to play in promoting 
a culture of respect and 
equality.
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the centre of the Audi-
tor-General’s �ndings and 
is one of the key
reasons the national ac-
counts were judged unre-
liable.
“Because of the signif-
icance of the matters 
described… the �nancial 
statements do not present 
fairly the �nancial posi-
tion of the Government.” 
— Auditor-General �e 
report also reveals incon-
sistencies in how changes 
in government cash were 
reported during the year. 
Note 15 indicates that 
cash fell by about M1.61 
billion between March 
2022
and March 2023. How-
ever, the Consolidated 
Statement of Cash Re-
ceipts and Payments 
reports a decline of only 
M597 million. �e dif-
ference between those 
two �gures amounts
to roughly M1.01 billion.
�e discrepancy suggests 
that even the basic ques-
tion of how much gov-
ernment cash
increased or decreased 
during the year cannot be 
clearly established from 
the �nancial
statements themselves.
Key �gures highlighted in 
the audit report are sum-
marised below:
Issue Amount Expla-
nation Cash balance 
discrepancy M3.49 bil-
lion Di�erence between 
M5.71 billion reported 

cash and M2.22 billion 
recorded in support-
ing notes Di�erence in 
reported cash decrease 
M1.01 billion Cash de-
cline reported di�erently 
in �nancial statements 
and notes Problematic 
opening balance adjust-
ments M3.476 billion 
Adjustments identi�ed
during reconciliation of
historic balances
Overstated cashbook
balances M1.402 bil-
lion Historic cashbook 
balances found to be 
overstated IMF PRGF 
account balance M973 
million Account later 
determined to belong to 
the Central Bank rather 
than government Blocked 
Treasury Bills account 
M575 million Balance 
included in cashbook 
although
transactions were not
recorded in government
booksDomestic debt pay-
ments outside IFMIS
M524 million Debt 
transactions processed by 
the CentralBank outside 
the accounting system 
Fraudulent payments not 
accounted for M8 mil-
lion Fraudulent payments 
awaiting accounting 
treatment Fraud detected 
in Consolidated Fund 
Over M50 million Fraud 
case uncovered during 
reconciliation of bank 
accounts Funds recovered 
from South Africa M18 
million Money recovered 
following fraud investiga-

tions �e audit suggests 
that the billions appear-
ing in discrepancies do 
not necessarily represent a 
single missing transaction 
but rather a pattern of 
unresolved reconciliation 
issues accumulated over 
several years.
Treasury itself acknowl-
edges that a reconciliation 
exercise uncovered multi-
ple large
historic distortions af-
fecting opening balances. 
�ese include overstated 
balances in the
government cashbook, 
accounts later found not 
to belong to government, 
and debt payments pro-
cessed outside the main 
accounting system.
“�ese di�erences com-
promise the integrity of 
the consolidated �nancial 
statements.” —
Auditor-General’s report
�e report also indicates 
that government main-
tained nearly 300 bank 
accounts across
commercial banks, the 
central bank and mobile 
network operators. A 
large number of
accounts can complicate 
reconciliation and make 
�nancial oversight more 
di�cult.
Compounding the con-
cerns, the Accountant 
General disclosed that 
more than M50 million
was fraudulently taken 
from the Consolidated 
Fund during  the �nan-
cial year. Investigations

resulted in multiple ar-
rests and approximately 
M18 million has been 
recovered.
In addition to the cash 
discrepancies, the audit 
identi�ed weaknesses in 
the reporting of
public debt and loan 
guarantees. Certain lia-
bilities lacked supporting 
evidence while foreign 
debt repayments were 
overstated by more than 
M131 million.
Sidebar: What an Adverse 
Audit Opinion& Means 
An adverse audit opinion 
is the most serious con-
clusion an auditor can 
issue on �nancial state-
ments.
It means the auditor 
believes the �nancial 
statements are materially 
incorrect and do not
accurately re�ect the 
organisation’s �nancial 
position.
For a national govern-
ment, this implies that 
the reported �gures on 
revenue, expenditure,
cash balances or debt can-
not be relied upon with 
con�dence.
In practical terms, it sig-
nals that major account-
ing errors, unsupported 
balances or
inconsistencies exist in 
the �nancial records.
Adverse opinions are rare 
and usually indicate deep 
structural problems in 
�nancial
reporting and �nancial 
controls. 

Continued from Page 9
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Continues in Page 13

MASERU

The High Court 
has sentenced a 
27-year-old woman 

to seven years imprison-
ment, wholly suspended, 
after she was convicted 
of culpable homicide for 
the fatal stabbing of her 
boyfriend during a heated 
altercation.
Lintle Letima escaped an 
immediate jail term after 
the court ruled that the 
sentence would remain 
suspended for three years 
on condition that she pays 
M50, 000 in compensation 
to the family of the de-
ceased within that period. 
Should she fail to pay the 
amount, the seven-year 
prison sentence will take 
e�ect.
�e judgment was deliv-
ered this week by Justice 
Tšeliso Mokoko in the 
High Court in Maseru.
Letima had initially been 
charged with murder 
following the death of her 
boyfriend, Motseki Kholot-
sa, who was 32 years old 
at the time of his death. 
However, during court 
proceedings she pleaded 
guilty to the lesser charge 
of culpable homicide.
Her lawyer, Advocate Mot-
jantji Kao, informed the 
court that the change in 
plea was made on the in-
structions of his client. �e 
prosecution, represented 
by Advocate Tsebiso Fuma, 
accepted the plea.
According to evidence 

Suspended Sentence in Lover’s 
Death Case

presented before the court, 
Letima and the deceased 
had been in a romantic re-
lationship and were living 
together in the Moshoe-
shoe II area in Maseru.
�e tragic events that led 
to Kholotsa’s death unfold-
ed in November 2024.
Court records show that on 
the night of November 8, 
2024, Letima went to a bar 
at Sea point area after dis-
covering that Kholotsa was 
there with another wom-
an. �e court heard that 
the other woman had just 
graduated from a higher 
learning institution earlier
that day and that Kholotsa 
and several friends were 
celebrating the achieve-
ment with her.
At the time, Letima had 
recently discovered that she 
was pregnant with Kholot-

sa’s child.
�e accused attempted 
several times to speak to 
her boyfriend that evening, 
but the court heard that he 
refused to engage with her.
Evidence further revealed 
that Kholotsa and his 
companions later moved to 
another location. Letima 
followed them there and 
again demanded to talk to 
him, but he continued to 
avoid the conversation.
�e situation escalated 
when Letima phoned 
Kholotsa in an attempt to 
reach him.
Instead of answering the 
call himself, the deceased 
reportedly handed his 
phone to the new girl-
friend.
�e court heard that the 
conversation between 
Letima and the woman 

was hostile and unfriendly, 
further intensifying the 
tension surrounding the 
situation.
Later, in the early hours 
of November 9, 2024, 
Kholotsa and his friends 
returned home.
Letima arrived shortly 
afterwards and knocked on 
the door. When Kholotsa 
opened it and realised it 
was her, he allegedly tried 
to prevent her from enter-
ing the house.
An argument broke out 
between the two.
During the confrontation, 
the situation turned vio-
lent. Evidence before the 
court showed that Leti-
ma grabbed a knife and 
stabbed Kholotsa during 
the altercation.
Kholotsa was rushed to 
hospital following the inci-
dent but was declared dead 
upon arrival.
�e court also heard that 
immediately after the stab-
bing, Letima attempted to 
take her own life. Howev-
er, friends of the deceased 
who were present managed 
to intervene and persuaded 
her not to harm herself.
She later handed herself 
over to the police.
During mitigation of 
sentence, Advocate Kao 
told the court that his 
client and her family had 
attempted to engage the 
family of the deceased 
shortly after the incident. 
�e intention, he said, was 
to contribute towards buri-
al arrangements and 

By Tholoana Lesenya
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Continued from Page 12
to begin discussions about 
compensation.
However, those e�orts were 
initially unsuccessful.
Kao told the court that 
the bereaved family reject-
ed an earlier proposal by 
the accused to resolve the 
matter through mediation. 
Despite that setback, dis-
cussions between the
families eventually took 
place and an agreement 
was reached.
According to the defence, 
the two families ultimately 
agreed that Letima would 
pay M30,000 as compen-
sation to the family of the 
deceased.
�e lawyer also highlighted 
several personal circum-
stances a�ecting his client.
He told the court that Le-
tima su�ered a miscarriage 
following the incident, 
adding that the emotional 

trauma surrounding the 
events had a profound im-
pact on her life.
He further stated that she 
had been drinking alcohol 
on the night the incident 
occurred, which may have 
in�uenced her behaviour.
Kao emphasised that his 
client was still young and 
had demonstrated remorse 
for what had happened. He 
also pointed out that she 
cooperated fully with the 
police during investigations 
and complied with all her 
bail conditions while the 
case was pending before 
the court.
For these reasons, the 
defence asked the court 
to show leniency when 
imposing sentence. Kao 
argued that a custodial 
sentence would make it 
di�cult for his client to 
compensate the family of 
the deceased.

Advocate Fuma, appearing 
for the prosecution, urged 
the court to impose a 
sentencethat would re�ect 
the seriousness of taking a 
human life.
He reminded the court 
that Kholotsa was still a 
young man with a future 
ahead of him.
Fuma said the deceased’s 
parents had expected a 
great deal from their son 
and had su�ered a painful 
loss.
At the same time, he ac-
knowledged that the family 
of the deceased was open 
to the concept of restora-
tive justice. He indicated 
that they were willing to 
allow the accused to com-
pensate them for the death 
of their son.
�e prosecution stressed 
that the court should 
send a strong message 
that con�icts, particularly 

those arising from personal 
relationships, should be 
resolved peacefully rather 
than through violence.
After considering the 
circumstances of the case, 
Justice Mokoko imposed a 
seven-year prison sentence 
but suspended it entirely.
�e suspension will remain 
in place for three years on 
the condition that Leti-
ma pays M50, 000 to the 
family of the deceased as 
compensation within that 
period.
Failure to meet this condi-
tion will result in the sen-
tence becoming e�ective.
�e case highlights the 
tragic consequences that 
can arise from relationship 
con�icts and emotion-
al confrontations, while 
also re�ecting the court’s 
attempt to balance pun-
ishment with restorative 
justice.
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LAST ACCUSED IN MUTUNGAMIRI 
SHOOTING CASE GRANTED BAIL

MASERU

The High Court 
has granted bail to 
Khutlang Moches-

ane, the last of four
accused persons charged 
with the attempted mur-
der of former Lesotho 
Times and Sunday Express 
editor Lloyd Mutungamiri, 
bringing all suspects in the 
long-running case out of 
custody.
Justice Mole� Makara this 
week ordered Mochesane’s 
release on bail under con-
ditions similar to those 
imposed on his co-ac-
cused, who had already 
been freed.
Mochesane had remained 
the only accused still in 
custody after Brigadier 
Rapele Mphaki and Lance 
Corporal Maribe Nathane 
were granted bail in De-
cember 2025, while Nyat-
so Tsoeunyane was released 
on bail this week too.
�e four men are jointly 
charged with attempted 
murder following a shoot-
ing incident in which 
Mutungamiri sustained 
serious injuries nearly a 
decade ago.
In granting bail, the court 
ordered Mochesane to pay 
a bail deposit of M2, 000 
and to secure a surety of 
M10, 000. He was also 
instructed to attend all 
remand hearings and stand 
trial whenever required by 
the court.
Justice Makara further 
warned the accused not to 
interfere with state wit-
nesses during the course of 
the proceedings.
As part of the bail con-
ditions, Mochesane was 
ordered to report himself 
to the Maseru Central 
Charge O�ce on his 

BY: Tholoana Lesenya

remand dates and to sur-
render his passport to the 
Clerk of the Magistrate’s 
Court.
�e granting of bail to 
Mochesane means that all 
four accused in the matter 
are now out
on bail while awaiting the 
continuation of the case.
�e bail applications by 
the accused were largely 
motivated by delays in the 
prosecution of the matter, 
which has been stalled due 
to developments within 
the
judiciary.
During their applications, 
the accused argued that 
the progress of the case 
has been uncertain follow-
ing the suspension of the 
magistrate who had been 
presiding over the matter.
Senior Resident Magis-
trate Peter Murenzi, who 
was handling the case, was 
suspended by the Judicial 
Service Commission (JSC) 
after allegations of miscon-
duct were raised against 
him.
Following his suspension, 
the JSC directed that all 
case �les which were under 
his authority be locked 
away pending further de-
cisions. As a result, several 
cases that were before him 
have not been able to pro-
ceed in court.
�e accused therefore 
approached the court 
seeking bail, arguing that 
the delays were beyond 
their control and that they 
should not remain in cus-
tody inde�nitely while the 

matter remains stalled.
Earlier this week, Nyat-
so Tsoeunyane became 
the third accused to be 
released on bail after his 
application was considered 
by the court.
Like his co-accused, 
Tsoeunyane was ordered to 
pay a bail deposit of M2, 
000 and to
secure a surety of M10, 
000.
He was also instructed 
to surrender all travelling 
documents to the Clerk of 
the Court.
In addition, he was or-
dered to report himself to 
the Maseru Central Charge 
O�ce every two weeks 
as part of the conditions 
attached to his release.
�e court emphasized that 
the accused must comply 
with all bail conditions 
and ensure that they at-
tend all future court ap-
pearances related to the 
case.
�e accused persons, 
Mphaki, Nathane, 
Tsoeunyane and Moches-
ane face charges of
contravening Section 
22(1), read together with 
Section 109 of the Penal 
Code Act No. 6
of 2010.
According to the charge 
sheet, the four allegedly 
acted in concert or with 
a common purpose when 
they attacked Mutungami-
ri.
It is alleged that on July 
9, 2016, at or near Ha 
�amae in Maseru, the 
accused shot Mutungamiri 
and in�icted serious inju-
ries on him.
�e shooting of the vet-
eran journalist attracted 
widespread attention at the 
time and raised concerns 
about the safety of media 
practitioners in the coun-
try.
Mutungamiri, who was 

the editor of the Lesotho 
Times and Sunday Ex-
press, survived the attack 
but sustained severe inju-
ries.
�e case has since been 
moving slowly through 
the courts, with various 
procedural developments 
contributing to delays over 
the years.
�e suspension of Magis-
trate Murenzi has further 
complicated the situation, 
leaving uncertainty about 
when the trial will resume.
In this instance, the ac-
cused argued that the 
inde�nite delay created 
uncertainty about
the future of the case and 
justi�ed their applications 
for bail.
�e court ultimately 
agreed to release all four 
accused persons on bail 
while awaiting further de-
velopments in the matter.
Although they are now out 
of custody, the accused are 
still required to appear in 
court whenever the case 
resumes.
�ey also remain bound 
by the conditions imposed 
by the court, including the 
obligation not to interfere 
with witnesses and to com-
ply with reporting require-
ments.
�e prosecution is expect-
ed to proceed with the 
matter once the adminis-
trative issues a�ecting the 
case are resolved.
For now, the future of the 
trial remains uncertain as 
the judiciary continues to 
deal with the implications 
of the suspension of the 
magistrate who had been 
presiding over the case.
Until then, the four ac-
cused will remain on bail 
while awaiting the next 
direction from the courts 
regarding the continuation 
of the attempted murder 
trial.
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A Nation That Debates Poorly 
Cannot Govern Itself Well

Spend a few hours 
listening to the na-
tional conversation 

in Lesotho and a troubling 
pattern emerges.
Tune into a radio phone-
in programme. Walk into 
a local shebeen. Scroll 
through social media. �e 
rhythm is often the same. 
Loud voices, strong opin-
ions, very little substance. 
Names are called, politi-
cal loyalties are defended, 
rumours are recycled, and 
personalities are attacked.
What is striking is not 
that people disagree. Dis-
agreement is healthy in a 
democracy. �e problem is 
the quality of the disagree-
ment.
Too often our debates re-
volve around personalities 
rather than policies. We 
argue about who is cor-
rupt, who betrayed whom, 
which party is better, or 
which leader deserves 
blame. What we rarely 
hear is a serious discussion 
about systems, incentives 
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and long-term national 
strategy.
It is not an exaggeration 
to say that the quality of 
debate in a country often 
re�ects the quality of its 
institutions.
Political economists such 
as Daron Acemoglu and 
James Robinson, in their 
in�uential work Why Na-
tions Fail, argue that soci-
eties become prosperous 
when they develop strong 
institutions that encourage 
productivity, innovation 
and accountability. But 
institutions do not appear 
by accident. �ey emerge 
from societies that debate 
governance seriously.
Where public discourse is 
shallow, institutions tend 
to be weak.
One can observe this con-
trast by looking at societies 
that have experienced rapid 
development. In coun-

tries such as Singapore, 
South Korea or Finland, 
public debate has histori-
cally centred on issues like 
industrial policy, education 
standards, productivity and 
technological competitive-
ness.
�ese societies argued con-
stantly, but the arguments 
were about how to build 
the future.
Should the country pri-
oritise manufacturing or 
services?
How should the education 
system prepare the work-
force for the next genera-
tion of industries?
How should government 
regulate markets while en-
couraging investment?
�ose are not glamor-
ous debates. �ey require 
patience, data and a will-
ingness to think beyond 
political slogans.
In Lesotho, by contrast, we 

too often prefer the drama 
of political theatre.
�e radio caller shouts 
about politicians. �e 
social media commentator 
circulates unveri�ed claims. 
�e conversation quickly 
becomes emotional rather 
than analytical.
And so the national dia-
logue becomes trapped in a 
loop of reaction rather than 
strategy.
�is is not simply a cultur-
al observation. It has eco-
nomic consequences.
Development economists 
such as Dani Rodrik have 
long argued that countries 
grow when they engage in 
what he calls “economic 
self-discovery.” Societies 
must constantly ask them-
selves di�cult questions 
about which sectors to 
develop, which policies to 
experiment with and which 
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SENTIMENT TRACKER
Basotho largely grasp Hormuz 
risk, but many still underesti-
mate the full economic shock

A combined read-
ing of Lesotho 
Tribune’s X and 

Facebook polls suggests 
that most respondents un-
derstand that any closure 
of the Strait of Hormuz 
would hit small econo-
mies like Lesotho hard, 
mainly through higher 
fuel, transport and food 
costs.
Across the two platforms, 
the clearest message is 
that the public does not 
see this as a distant Mid-
dle East story. It is being 
read, quite correctly, as 
an issue that could quick-
ly �lter into daily life in 
Lesotho through petrol 
prices, commuter fares, 
imported goods and gen-
eral in�ation.
�e strongest sentiment 
came from respondents 
who showed a clear un-
derstanding that the 
impact would be serious. 
On X, 66 percent said 
the closure would have a 
serious impact on coun-
tries like Lesotho. On 
Facebook, the dominant 
response was that it would 
a�ect the cost of food and 
transport, showing that 

also shows a second, 
smaller group that recog-
nises some impact, but 
perhaps in a narrower 
way. �ese are readers 
who mainly associate the 
crisis with fuel prices only, 
or who say the e�ects 
would be only somewhat 
serious. �at view is not 
entirely wrong, but it may 
still understate the wider 
knock-on e�ects. Fuel 
is usually only the be-
ginning. Once transport 
costs rise, food prices, 
construction inputs, retail 
costs and service charges 
often follow.
A smaller minority ap-
peared uncertain or dis-
missive. On X, 14 percent 
said not really, while 6 
percent were unsure. On 
Facebook, uncertainty 

By Lesotho Tribune

many readers are already 
connecting global oil 
disruptions to household 
economics.
�at matters. Lesotho 
does not import crude oil 
directly from the Gulf in 
the way larger economies 
do, but it is still highly 
exposed to external price 
shocks because it depends 
on imported fuel, import-
ed goods and South Afri-
can logistics chains. When 
global oil prices jump, the 
pressure eventually reach-
es local consumers.

�e combined sentiment 

was also visible, while the 
dismissive option attract-
ed little visible support. 
�is suggests that while 
public awareness is fairly 
strong, there is still room 
for more economic expla-
nation and public educa-
tion.
�e broader takeaway is 
that Basotho audiences 
seem alert to the danger, 
but not everyone fully 
appreciates how quickly 
a shipping disruption 
in one part of the world 
can show up in taxi fares, 
shop shelves and monthly 
household budgets here at 
home.
For Lesotho, that is the 
real lesson. �e Strait of 
Hormuz may be far away, 
but the shock would not 
stay there.
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institutional reforms are 
needed.
�at process requires seri-
ous national debate.
Without it, governments 
stumble from crisis to 
crisis, responding to events 
rather than shaping them.
Consider the issues that 
should dominate the na-
tional conversation in 
Lesotho today.
How should the country 
leverage its water resourc-
es as a strategic economic 
asset?
How can agriculture move 
from subsistence produc-
tion to high-value export 
markets?
What reforms are necessary 
to attract industrial invest-
ment and create jobs?
How should state-owned 
enterprises be governed to 
prevent waste and misman-
agement?

�ese are the kinds of de-
bates that shape the trajec-
tory of nations.
Instead, the public sphere 
is often consumed by ar-
guments that produce heat 
but little light.
�e tragedy is that Baso-
tho are not incapable of 
serious discussion. On the 
contrary, the country has a 
long intellectual tradition 
rooted in mission schools, 
universities and a history of 
political engagement.
What has eroded is the 
discipline of reasoning.
Political scientist Robert 
Putnam once observed that 
strong democracies rely on 
what he called “social cap-
ital” — networks of trust, 
civic participation and 
shared responsibility. When 
societies lose those habits, 
public debate becomes 
fragmented and cynical.
Every discussion becomes a 
battle�eld.

Yet a country cannot solve 
complex problems if it 
refuses to think carefully 
about them.
�e real test of a society’s 
maturity is not whether 
people speak loudly about 
politics. It is whether they 
can ask better questions.
A productive national con-
versation would sound very 
di�erent.
Instead of asking which 
politician is to blame for 
unemployment, we would 
ask what structural barriers 
prevent businesses from 
expanding.
Instead of arguing end-
lessly about party loyalty, 
we would examine how 
procurement systems, 
regulatory frameworks and 
investment policies shape 
economic outcomes.
Instead of reacting emo-
tionally to each new scan-
dal, we would debate the 
institutional reforms re-

Continued from Page 15 quired to prevent the next 
one.
In other words, we would 
shift from political noise to 
policy thinking.
Nations do not progress 
because they shout the 
loudest. �ey progress 
because they think more 
clearly.
Lesotho does not lack 
talent. It does not lack 
patriotism. What it lacks, 
increasingly, is a culture of 
disciplined public reason-
ing.
Until that changes, the 
country risks remaining 
trapped in a cycle where 
the conversation grows 
louder while the solutions 
grow weaker.
A nation that debates poor-
ly cannot govern itself well.
�e �rst step toward pro-
gress is not simply better 
leaders.
It is better conversations.
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OPINION

Today, the 10 th of 
March 2026, marks 
exactly one year 

since judgment was deliv-
ered in ‘Manako
Lethakha &amp; Ors v �e 
Lesotho Highlands Water 
Commission &amp; Ors 
was read to the parties. �e
case arose from a constitu-
tional challenge brought by 
three rural women a�ected 
by Phase II of the Lesotho 
Highlands Water Project 
one of the largest infra-
structure and development 
initiatives in Southern 
Africa. At its core, the liti-
gation asked a deceptively 
simple constitutional ques-
tion: whether a policy that 
appears neutral on paper 
can nonetheless produce 
discriminatory outcomes 
when applied within deeply 
unequal social realities.
�e applicants asked the 
High Court to confront 
the lived consequences of 
development policy on
women whose land, liveli-
hoods, and social standing 
are shaped by long-stand-
ing customary and patriar-
chal structures. �e court 
was therefore called upon 
to determine whether the 
LHWP Phase II Compen-
sation Policy, particularly 
its reliance on the concept 

tions before the inter-
national community is 
whether the world is pre-
pared to move beyond 
rhetoric and ensure that 
women and girls enjoy 
genuine equality before the 
law, or
allow injustice to persist 
with impunity. Put di�er-
ently, the moment calls for 
re�ection on whether legal
systems are capable of de-
livering justice in practice 
rather than merely pro-
claiming it in principle.
It is precisely in this broad-
er spirit that Lesotho must 
also pause and re�ect. An-
niversaries of landmark cas-
es are not simply symbolic 
milestones. �ey provide 
an opportunity to examine 
what our courts have done, 
what they have failed to do, 
and what their decisions 
reveal about the trajectory 
of constitutional justice in 
the country. One year after 
Manako Lethakha, the 
question is not simply
whether the court resolved 
a dispute about a compen-
sation policy. �e deeper 
question is what the
judgment tells us about 
how our legal system un-

Development Without Justice: 
What Manako Lethakha Reveals 
About Gender Equality in Lesotho

By: Mosa Mary Letsie

of the “head of household,” 
violated constitutional 
guarantees of equality and 
protection of property.
�is anniversary arrives at 
a critical moment when the 
global community is itself 
re�ecting on the un�nished 
struggle for gender justice. 
Just two days ago, on the 8 
th March, the world com-
memorated International 
Women’s Day under the 
theme “Rights. Justice. 
Action. For All Women 
and Girls.” �e theme is 
not merely celebratory; it 
is a call to dismantle the 
barriers that continue to 
obstruct equal justice for 
women and girls. �ese 
barriers include discrimina-
tory laws, weak or poorly 
implemented legal protec-
tions, and entrenched so-
cial norms that quietly but 
persistently erode women’s 
rights.
�e global conversation 
continues this week as 
governments, civil society 
organisations, communities
and institutions convene 
at the 70th Session of the 
Commission on the Status 
of Women (CSW70).
Among the central ques-

derstands To appreciate the 
signi�cance of the case, it is 
necessary to situate it with-
in the broader structure of
Lesotho’s legal system. 
Lesotho operates under a 
plural legal framework in 
which Roman-Dutch
common law/ the received 
law inherited through 
colonial administration law 
operates alongside Basotho 
customary law. While this 
dual system re�ects the 
country’s legal history and 
cultural traditions, it has 
also generated profound 
enduring tensions in the 
protection and realisation 
of women’s rights. Cus-
tomary law, particularly as 
applied in matters relating 
to marriage, property, land
allocation, and inheritance, 
has long been criticised 
for reinforcing patriarchal 
authority and the subordi-
nate legal status of women. 
Women were historically 
treated as legal minors 
within marriage, excluded 
from meaningful control 
over property, and fre-
quently dependent on male 
relatives for access to land 
and economic resources.
Recognising these struc-
tural inequalities, the early 
2000s marked an impor-
tant period of gender law
reform in Lesotho. A series 
of legislative interventions 
sought to dismantle the 
legal disabilities historically 
imposed on women and 
align the country’s legal 
framework with constitu-
tional guarantees of equal-
ity and international hu-
man rights commitments. 
Among the most trans-
formative reforms was
the Legal Capacity of 
Continnues in Page 19
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Married Persons Act 2006, 
which abolished the marital 
power historically exercised 
by husbands over their 
wives in civil marriages. 
�e Act grants married 
women full legal capacity 
to enter contracts, admin-
ister property, and partic-
ipate in legal proceedings 
without the consent of 
their husbands. In doing 
so, it dismantles a doc-
trine that had e�ectively 
rendered married women 
perpetual legal minors.
Subsequent reforms fol-
lowed in related areas. �e 
Land Act 2010 introduced 
measures designed to
strengthen women’s land 
rights by allowing women 
to hold and register land in 
their own names and
encouraging joint titling 
within marriage. More 
recently, the adoption of 
the Counter Domestic 
Violence Act 2022 has 
sought to strengthen legal 
protection for survivors of 
domestic abuse, while the
Administration of Estates 
and Inheritance Act 2024 
has addressed discrimina-
tory practices in succession 
and inheritance that histor-
ically disadvantaged wid-
ows and daughters. Parallel 
e�orts to harmonise laws 
governing marriage, prop-
erty, and inheritance have 
also sought to reduce the
inconsistencies produced 
by the coexistence of stat-
utory and customary legal 
systems.
At the constitutional level, 
further steps have been tak-
en to strengthen women’s 
participation in public
life. Recent constitutional 
reforms introducing a�rm-
ative action measures aim 
to address the persistent 
underrepresentation of 
women in decision-making 
institutions and promote 
greater gender balance in 
political leadership.
Taken together, these 
reforms demonstrate that 
Lesotho has not been indif-
ferent to the demands of

gender equality. Over the 
past two decades, the coun-
try has made notable e�orts 
to align its legal framework 
with modern principles of 
equality and international 
human rights standards, 
including through the rati-
�cation of key regional and 
international instruments 
such as the Convention 
on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, the Proto-
col to the African Charter 
on Human and People’s 
Rights on the Rights of 
Women in Africa, and the 
African Charter on Human 
and Peoples’s Rights.
However, the existence of 
progressive legislation does 
not automatically translate 
into substantive
equality in practice. Mak-
ing women’s rights real 
requires far more than the 
enactment of legal
reforms. �e translation of 
formal equality before the 
law into equal outcomes is 
neither automatic nor
guaranteed. Even where 
gender-equal laws exist, 
their impact may be under-
mined by entrenched
inequalities, discriminatory 
social norms, and harmful 
customary practices that 
continue to structure
everyday life.
Moreover, patterns of eco-
nomic development them-
selves can reproduce or 
deepen gender inequalities. 
Large-scale development 
initiatives, land allocation 
systems, and compensation
frameworks often operate 
through institutional ar-
rangements that assume 
male authority within
households or commu-
nities. In such contexts, 
policies that appear neutral 
on paper may still produce
outcomes that systemati-
cally disadvantage women. 
It was precisely within this 
intersection between
legal reform, customary 
practice, and development 
policy that the dispute in 
Manako Lethakha
emerged.
�e case was brought 

before the Constitutional 
Division of the High Court 
by three women from
Mokhotlong, a district 
directly a�ected by the im-
plementation of Phase II of 
the Lesotho Highlands
Water Project. �e appli-
cants challenged the legal-
ity of the LHWP Phase II 
Compensation Policy
(2016), arguing that its 
design and implementation 
produced discriminatory 
consequences for married
women.
�e dispute centred on the 
policy’s requirement that 
compensation payments for 
a�ected land and
assets be disbursed to the 
“head of household.” In 
practice, this designation 
frequently corresponded
with the husband, even in 
circumstances where land 
was jointly owned or where 
both spouses had
participated in the com-
pensation process. �e 
applicants argued that al-
though they had co-signed
compensation documenta-
tion relating to their land 
and property, they were 
ultimately excluded from
accessing the compensation 
funds, which were paid 
directly to their husbands. 
As a result, they were
deprived of meaningful 
control over compensation 
linked to property in which 
they had a legitimate
legal interest.
On this basis, the appli-
cants mounted a constitu-
tional challenge against the 
policy. �ey argued that
the designation of hus-
bands as heads of house-
holds for purposes of com-
pensation disbursement
disproportionately a�ected 
married women and was 
inconsistent with statutory 
reforms such as the
Legal Capacity of Married 
Persons Act 2006 and the 
Land Act 2010, both of 
which recognise the
equal legal capacity and 
property rights of spouses. 
�ey further argued that 
the compensation
framework exacerbated 

gender inequality by sys-
tematically privileging male 
authority within the
household and marginalis-
ing women economically.
�e applicants also con-
tended that the policy vi-
olated the Constitution of 
Lesotho, particularly Sec-
tion 18, which guarantees 
freedom from discrimina-
tion, and Section 17, which 
protects individuals from
the arbitrary deprivation of 
property without adequate 
compensation.
�e High Court ultimately 
dismissed the constitution-
al challenge. �e majority 
concluded that the Com-
pensation Policy was for-
mally gender-neutral and 
therefore consistent with 
the Constitution and
relevant statutes. In the 
court’s view, the applicants 
had failed to demonstrate 
that the policy itself dis-
criminated against women 
or authorised the arbitrary 
seizure of property. Al-
though the court acknowl-
edged that di�culties 
might arise in the imple-
mentation of the policy, it 
held that such issues
fell outside the scope of a 
constitutional challenge to 
the policy itself A separate 
opinion reached the same 
outcome through a di�er-
ent reasoning, emphasising 
the principle of consti-
tutional avoidance and 
suggesting that alternative 
remedies such as proceed-
ings before the Land Court 
or civil claims, could ad-
dress the applicants’ griev-
ances.
However, the factual record 
reveals a more complex 
story than the one re�ected 
in the judgment.
�e applicants did not 
passively accept the com-
pensation arrangements 
imposed upon them. On 
the contrary, the record 
demonstrates that some of 
the women raised concerns 
during the compensation 
process itself and requested 

Continnued from Page 18
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alternative arrangements, 
including the possibility of 
receiving their share of the 
compensation separately.
One applicant explained 
that she had been estranged 
from her husband for sev-
eral years and speci�cally 
raised the issue of separate 
compensation with o�cials 
administering the process.
Despite this, the o�cials 
insisted that compensation 
would proceed through the 
husband’s account in
accordance with the “head 
of household” arrange-
ment. �e applicant ulti-
mately agreed to co-sign 
the documentation only 
after being assured that she 
would receive her share of 
the compensation.
In practice, however, the 
compensation was depos-
ited directly into the hus-
band’s account. While she
was able to obtain a por-
tion of the �rst payment 
after intervention from a 
family member, the
subsequent compensa-
tion payments were never 
shared with her. �e eco-
nomic value associated
with property in which she 
held a lawful interest was 
therefore e�ectively placed 
beyond her control.
�ese facts are signi�cant 
because they contradict the 
suggestion that the appli-
cants’ grievances
arose merely from private 
marital disputes. �e wom-
en did not discover after 
the fact that their
husbands controlled the 
funds. Rather, they warned 
o�cials in advance about 
the risks associated
with directing compen-
sation exclusively to their 
husbands, particularly 
where marital relationships
were already strained.
Despite these warnings, 

the compensation process 
proceeded in a manner that 
placed full �nancial
control of the funds in the 
hands of the husbands. �e 
di�culty with the reason-
ing adopted in Manako
Lethakha is that it rests 
on a narrow conception 
of equality one that looks 
only at whether a rule is
neutral in its wording, 
rather than whether it pro-
duces unequal outcomes in 
practice. By focusing
almost exclusively on the 
formal neutrality of the 
Compensation Policy, the 
court e�ectively insulated
the policy from meaningful 
constitutional scrutiny.
However, constitutional 
equality cannot be reduced 
to a purely textual inquiry. 
A rule may appear
neutral while still reinforc-
ing existing hierarchies. 
�is is particularly true in 
contexts where policies
operate within deeply 
gendered social structures, 
such as rural land owner-
ship, household authority,
and economic deci-
sion-making.
In such contexts, a policy 
that channels compensa-
tion through the “head of 
household” cannot be
assessed in the abstract. 
�e concept of the head of 
household is not socially 
neutral. In many rural
communities in Lesotho, it 
continues to be understood 
through a patriarchal lens, 
where men are
presumed to be the pri-
mary decision-makers and 
economic controllers with-
in the family.
A policy that directs com-
pensation through this 
structure inevitably inter-
acts with those underlying
norms.
From the perspective of 
substantive equality, public 
authorities administering 

compensation schemes
cannot ignore the predict-
able consequences of their 
decisions within unequal 
social contexts. Where
women explicitly express 
concern that directing 
compensation to a spouse 
may deprive them of their
lawful share, a gender-sen-
sitive administration of the 
policy would require safe-
guards ensuring that
both spouses have mean-
ingful access to compensa-
tion.
Instead, the approach 
adopted e�ectively trans-
ferred the economic value 
of jointly owned property
into �nancial arrangements 
controlled exclusively by 
men.
�e majority judgment 
nevertheless characterised 
the resulting harm as a pri-
vate dispute between
spouses, suggesting that the 
applicants’ di�culties arose 
because they were “married 
to delinquents”
who misused the funds. 
Such reasoning overlooks 
a fundamental point: the 
state cannot design or
administer compensation 
mechanisms that foreseea-
bly expose women to eco-
nomic exclusion, and
then disclaim responsibility 
when that exclusion mate-
rialises.
Where a policy operates 
within entrenched patri-
archal structures, formal 
neutrality alone is
insu�cient. Substantive 
equality requires courts to 
interrogate how institution-
al practices interact with
existing social hierarchies 
and whether those practic-
es inadvertently reinforce 
them. By failing to
engage meaningfully with 
this reality, the judgment 
risks normalising a system 
in which women’s
legally recognised proper-

ty rights can be e�ectively 
neutralised through admin-
istrative practices that
concentrate �nancial con-
trol in the hands of men.
What, then, should be tak-
en from Manako Lethakha 
one year later?
�e �rst lesson is that legal 
reform alone is not enough. 
Lesotho has made signi�-
cant strides in
reforming discriminatory 
laws and recognising wom-
en’s rights. However, the 
promise of those reforms
will remain incomplete 
unless institutions ensure 
that equality is realised in 
practice. �is is where the
courts play a crucial role. 
Courts are not merely in-
terpreters of statutory lan-
guage; they are guardians
of the Constitution’s trans-
formative vision. When 
disputes reveal that admin-
istrative practices
undermine the spirit of 
equality laws, courts must 
be willing to examine those 
practices critically.
International Women’s Day 
this year called for “Rights. 
Justice. Action.” �e mes-
sage embedded in
that theme is clear: rights 
proclaimed on paper must 
translate into justice in 
practice.
One year after Manako 
Lethakha, Lesotho has an 
opportunity to re�ect on 
what equality before the
law truly requires. �e 
Constitution promises 
equality to all Basotho. �e 
challenge before our courts,
policymakers, and devel-
opment institutions is to 
ensure that this promise is 
not con�ned to statutes
and judgments, but be-
comes a reality that women 
from urban centres to the 
remote highlands of
Mokhotlong can genuinely 
experience in their daily 
lives.

Continnues in Page 19
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By Lesotho Tribune

Agriculture remains 
one of the most im-
portant livelihoods 

in Lesotho, yet many farm-
ers continue to struggle to 
make a pro�t even when 
they manage to produce 
food successfully.
�e paradox is striking. 
While thousands of Baso-
tho depend on farming, 
the country still imports 
large volumes of food from 
neighbouring South Africa. 
Experts say the problem is 
not only about production 
but about markets, infra-
structure and policy.
Agriculture contributes 
roughly 8 percent to Le-
sotho’s GDP and supports 
the livelihoods of a large 
portion of rural house-
holds. In fact, around 80 
percent of households rely 
on some form of farming, 
mostly small-scale subsist-
ence agriculture.  
Yet the sector continues to 
face structural challenges 
that prevent it from reach-
ing its full potential.
Farming remains heavily 
dependent on rainfall
One of the biggest obsta-
cles facing Basotho farm-
ers is the country’s heavy 
reliance on rain-fed agri-
culture. Without reliable 
irrigation systems, crop 

Why Lesotho Farmers Struggle 
Even When They Produce

yields �uctuate dramatical-
ly depending on weather 
conditions.
Climate change is making 
matters worse.
Droughts, �oods and 
extreme temperatures are 
becoming more frequent, 
directly a�ecting crop pro-
duction. �e agricultural 
sector is considered one of 
the most vulnerable parts 
of Lesotho’s economy to 
climate change impacts.  
Farmers have also com-
plained about limited 
access to climate-resilient 
seeds. In some cases, they 
are forced to use the same 
crop varieties even when 
weather patterns change 
dramatically.  
�is results in poor yields 
and increased risk.
Access to markets remains 
a major barrier Even when 
farmers produce success-
fully, they often struggle to 
sell their crops.
Agricultural authorities 
acknowledge that market 
access remains one of the 
biggest problems in the 
sector. Farmers may harvest 
vegetables or cereals but fail 
to �nd buyers at fair prices.  
As a result, produce some-
times goes to waste while 
supermarkets continue 

importing food from South 
Africa.
For many farmers, this situ-
ation creates frustration.
“If farmers cannot be sure 
their produce will sell, they 
cannot reinvest in farm-
ing,” agricultural analysts 
have noted in studies of 
Lesotho’s food system.
Limited arable land adds 
pressure Lesotho also fac-
es geographic constraints. 
Only a small portion of the 
country’s land is suitable 
for crop farming.
Overgrazing, land degrada-
tion and soil erosion have 
further reduced productive 
farmland. �ese pressures 
make it di�cult to increase 
agricultural output without 
signi�cant improvements 
in technology and land 
management practices.  
Because of these limita-
tions, experts argue that 
improving productivity 
per hectare is more realis-
tic than simply expanding 
farmland.
Potatoes and horticulture 
o�er hope Despite the chal-
lenges, certain crops show 
strong potential for growth.
Lesotho’s high-altitude cli-
mate is particularly suitable 
for potato farming, which 
has increasingly been iden-
ti�ed as a strategic crop for 
improving food security 
and generating income.  
Vegetables such as cab-
bage, spinach and peppers 
also perform well in many 
districts, especially where 
irrigation systems are avail-
able.
Some policymakers now 
argue that the future of 

agriculture in Lesotho lies 
in commercial horticulture 
rather than traditional sub-
sistence farming.
�e policy question
Agricultural experts in-
creasingly believe that the 
key issue is not whether 
Basotho can produce food, 
but whether the country 
can create an environment 
where farming becomes a 
pro�table business.
�is includes:
•stronger protection for 
local farmers during harvest 
seasons
•improved irrigation infra-
structure
•better agricultural exten-
sion services
•organised produce markets 
and aggregation centres
Without these interven-
tions, many farmers will 
continue to struggle despite 
their e�orts.
�e bigger question for-
Lesotho
�e debate over agriculture 
ultimately raises a larger 
question for policymakers.
If a country where most 
people have farming ex-
perience cannot produce 
enough food for itself, what 
does that say about the eco-
nomic system supporting 
agriculture?
For many rural commu-
nities, the answer is clear: 
Basotho farmers are capable 
of producing. What they 
lack is a system that allows 
them to compete.
Until that changes, the 
country will remain caught 
in a cycle where farmers 
produce food, but the 
nation still imports most of 
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to frustrate local agriculture
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Iran may not par-
ticipate in the 
2026 FIFA World 

Cup, according to the 
country’s sports minister 
Ahmad Donyamali, who 
seemingly con�rmed the 
decision on Wednesday. 
�e tournament, organ-
ized by FIFA, is set to be 
co-hosted by the United 
States, Mexico, and Can-
ada, with kicko� sched-
uled for June 11th to July 
16th 2026.
�e decision comes amid 
escalating tensions in the 
Middle Easy following 
airstrikes carried out by 
the United States and Is-
rael that reportedly killed 
Iran’s former Supreme 
Leader, Ali Khamenei, 
and sparked a wider re-
gional con�ict.
Speaking to state televi-
sion, Donyamali said the 

circumstances surround-
ing the attacks have made 
it impossible for Iran to 
take part in the tourna-
ment. “Considering that 
this corrupt regime has 
assassinated our leader, 
under no circumstances 
can we participate in the 
World Cup,” he said. 
“Our children are not 
safe and, fundamentally, 
such conditions for par-
ticipation do not exist.”
Iran had initially secured 
its place in the tourna-

nament organizers in a 
di�cult position. Iran’s 
withdrawal could force 
FIFA to �nd a replace-
ment team from the 
Asian confederation to 
�ll the vacant spot in the 
competition.
However, FIFA has not 
yet issued an o�cial 
statement regarding the 
situation, leaving uncer-
tainty over how the gov-
erning body will respond 
as preparations for the 
World Cup continue.

By Litšitso Letsunyane

Iran May Miss 2026 FIFA World 
Cup After Minister Hints 
Withdrawal 

ment comfortably in 
March last year after 
�nishing top of Group 
A in the Asian World 
Cup quali�ers. �e team 
had been drawn into 
Group G for the 2026 
Fifa World Cup, where 
they were set to face the 
Belgium national football 
team, the Egypt national 
football team, and the 
New Zealand national 
football team.
�e announcement has 
now placed the tour-


