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The Southern Af-
rican Develop-
ment Community 

(SADC) has unveiled its 
revisedvPrinciples and 
Guidelines Governing 
Democratic Elections 
(2021), a comprehensive
framework designed to 
enhance electoral integrity 
and promote democratic 
practicesvthroughout the 
region. Adopted in mid-
2021 in Botswana, this 
updated document
reinforces the bedrock 
of fair and transparent 
elections, with a notable 
historicalvconnection to 
Lesotho’s pivotal role in 
shaping SADC’s electoral 
oversightvmechanisms.
�e revised version, the 
2021 revision, builds upon 
the initial 2004 guidelines 
which
re�ect the evolving regional 
and global contexts. It un-
derscores the community’s
unwavering commitment 
to democratic values, the 
rule of law and human 
rights as
enshrined in the SADC 
Treaty.
�e updated principles 
now incorporate speci�c 
guidelines for conducting 
elections
under public health emer-
gencies, a direct and timely 
response to lessons learned
from the recent global pan-
demic. �is forward-look-
ing approach aims to en-
sure that
democratic processes can 

continue uninterrupted 
and safely, even amid un-
foreseen crises.
For Lesotho, the document 
holds particular historical 
signi�cance. Section 1.3 of 
the
revised guidelines explicitly 
states that the decision to 
establish the SADC Elec-
toral
Advisory Council (SEAC) 
– a key institutional mech-
anism for electoral observa-
tion –
“emanated from recom-
mendations of a stakehold-
er workshop held in Leso-
tho.”
�is highlights the coun-
try’s foundational contribu-
tion to the region’s com-
mitment to
robust electoral obser-
vation, demonstrating a 
legacy of proactive engage-
ment in
promoting democratic gov-
ernance within SADC.
�is historical grounding 
places Lesotho in a unique 
position to champion and
exemplify some principles 

which call upon all mem-
ber states to a stringent set 
of
standards including full 
citizen participation, legally 
prescribed elections, voter
empowerment and con-
demnation of unconsti-
tutional change among 
others.
As Lesotho navigates its 
own electoral cycles, these 
guidelines provide a clear
benchmark for evaluating 
fairness and credibility. �e 
emphasis on robust voter
education, timely accredita-
tion of observers and e�-
cient dispute resolution
mechanisms will be critical.
Given the country’s past 
political complexities, strict 
adherence to these princi-
ples,
particularly those ensuring 
judicial impartiality and 
the independence of elec-
toral

institutions, will be para-
mount for fostering public 
con�dence and ensuring 
peaceful

electoral outcomes.
For Lesotho, inclusion of 
provisions for elections 
during public health emer-
gencies is
particularly pertinent in the 
current global climate. �is 
means involving key
stakeholders in developing 
risk mitigation strategies, 
exploring the use of virtual
platforms for certain phases 
of the electoral process and 
considering wider access to
special voting mechanisms 
to reduce congestion at vot-
ing stations.
However, SADC warns 
that this new dimension re-
quires careful planning and
signi�cant collaboration 
between the EMB, health 
authorities and all political
stakeholders to maintain 
both electoral integrity and 
public health security.
�e statement by SADC 
said Lesotho’s ongoing 
commitment to democratic
principles will be measured 
by its ability to fully inte-
grate and implement these
revised guidelines. �is 
presents both a challenge 
and an opportunity to the 
country
to further strengthen its 
democratic institutions 
and processes, drawing on 
regional
best practices and its own 
historical role in advocating 
for robust electoral over-
sight.
�e success of future elec-
tions in Lesotho will there-
fore depend on the collab-
orative
e�orts of the government, 
EMB, political parties, civil 

SADC New Guidelines Chart Path for Democratic 
Stability...a vital tool to ensure democratic 
stability across Lesotho and Southern Africa

By: Staff Reporter
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Capital Trapped in Amber: How 
Lesotho’s Financial System 
Became Profitable Without 
Becoming Useful

BUSINESS ECONOMY

A stable banking sector, flush with liquidi-
ty and insulated from risk, has quietly be-
come one of the most consequential obsta-
cles to Lesotho’s economic transformation. 
The question is no longer whether the sys-
tem works, but who, exactly, it works for.By: Staff Reporter
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The Lesotho Com-
munications 
Authority (LCA) 

has taken measures to 
protect young people 
and
ensure compliance in the 
telecoms sector. Starting 
April 1, 2026, minors 
under 18 won’t be able
to access Airtime Ad-
vance Services from both 
the two local network 
service providers. �is
means they won’t be able 
to borrow airtime or 
credit. However, if they 
already have outstanding
balances, their parents 
are still expected to pay 
them back.
LCA’s �ato Poonya says 
this move aims to safe-
guard young users from 
�nancial risks and
promote responsible 
borrowing habits. “We 
want to protect our 
young people from get-
ting into
debt they can’t manage,” 
he said.
On the other hand, the 
LCA is also warning 
against using radio com-
munication equipment
without a license as 
unregulated frequencies 
can disrupt important 
services like security 
systems,
transport, and emer-
gency responses. Also 

Businesses in sectors like 
postal and courier servic-
es,
are urged to get the right 
licenses to avoid disrup-
tions and penalties. �is 
also assist people who
might lose their belong-
ings.
“Licensing helps busi-
nesses operate smoothly 
and contributes to Leso-
tho’s economic growth,”
said LCA o�cials. 
�ey’re encouraging 
everyone to comply with 

the regulations.
�e LCA is working 
with network service 
provider companies to 
ensure these changes are
implemented smooth-
ly. �is move is part of 
e�orts to improve con-
sumer protection and
regulation in Lesotho’s 
telecoms sector.
�e authority is com-
mitted to making sure 
Lesotho’s telecoms sector 
works for everyone, with 
a

focus on protecting 
vulnerable groups like 
minors. By taking these 
steps, the LCA aims to 
create
a safer and more respon-
sible telecoms environ-
ment.
Residents are encour-
aged to check with their 
service providers for 
more information on the
changes. �e LCA is also 
urging businesses to get 
their licenses in order to 
avoid any issues.

LCA Takes Action on Airtime Credit for 
Minors and Illegal Radio Use

By: Lemohang Botsane
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By Staff Reporter

More than 70 per-
cent of Lesotho’s 
population relies 

on agriculture for their 
livelihoods. Yet the sector 
remains one of the coun-
try’s most fragile. Rain-fed 
agriculture faces mounting 
risks from climate variabil-
ity, and recurrent droughts 
and �oods have severely 
impacted food security 
and rural livelihoods. For 
smallholder farmers who 
make up the backbone of 
the rural economy, a single 
bad season can mean more 
than a failed harvest. It can 
mean the collapse of an 
entire household.
�e question is no longer 
whether Lesotho’s farm-
ers need protection from 
climate risk. �e question 
is what kind of protection 
is both practical and af-
fordable. Increasingly, the 
answer points to a relative-
ly young but promising 

Index Insurance: The Financial Tool 
That Could Transform Lesotho’s 
Farming Future A Nation Built 

�nancial instrument: index 
insurance.
What Is Index Insurance?
Traditional crop insurance 
works by sending an asses-
sor to a farm after a loss 
event to verify damage and 
calculate a payout. �ese 
assessments are di�cult 
and time-consuming to ex-
ecute in remote rural areas, 
while smallholder farmers, 
particularly women, often 
need their payouts right 
away due to the demands 
of the crop cycle.
Index insurance works 

di�erently. It bases pay-
outs on an easy-to-measure 
index of factors such as 
rainfall levels or average 
regional yields that pre-
dict individual losses. 
Rather than verifying each 
farmer’s speci�c damage, 
the insurer monitors an 
agreed-upon indicator. If 
the insurance index drops 
below a set threshold, sig-
naling poor crop develop-
ment conditions, a payout 
is issued to the farmer. 
�ere is no farm visit, no 
lengthy claims process, and 

no waiting months for a 
decision.
�is makes index-based 
coverage an excellent op-
tion for smallholders in de-
veloping countries, precise-
ly the demographic that 
conventional insurance has 
long failed to serve.
Breaking the Low-Risk, 
Low-Reward Trap
�e consequences of 
having no safety net are 
more far-reaching than 
they might appear. Small-
scale farmers in low- and 

8
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Continues in Page 14
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LHDA Certifies Community 
Members in Skills and Tour-
ism Programme

The Lesotho High-
lands Development 
Authority (LHDA) 

on �ursday held a grad-
uation ceremony in Katse 
for participants in its Skills 
Testing and Accreditation 
Programme and Commu-
nity-Based Tourism train-
ing initiative.
�e programmes are aimed 
at equipping community 
members in project-a�ect-
ed areas with certi�ed skills 
while promoting sustain-
able tourism development 
linked to the Lesotho 
Highlands Water Project.
Speaking on behalf of 
LHDA Chief Executive, 
Mr. Nts’oli Maiketso de-
scribed the Skills Testing 
and Accreditation Pro-
gramme as an important 
driver of sustainable devel-
opment and job creation.
He said the initiative ad-
dresses the gap where many 
individuals possess prac-
tical skills but lack formal 
certi�cation, limiting their 

9

ESG Lens

By: Staff Reporters

access to employment op-
portunities.
Mr. Maiketso rea�rmed 
LHDA’s commitment to 
inclusive growth and long-
term community empow-
erment, encouraging grad-
uates to use their newly 
acquired quali�cations to 
improve their livelihoods 
and contribute to national 
development.
LHDA representative 
Mr. Limpho Moeko said 
the ceremony was held to 
recognise individuals who 
successfully completed 
training and skills assess-
ments in various trades.
He explained that the 

programme, introduced in 
2025 in partnership with 
the Technical and Voca-
tional Education Depart-
ment (TVED) under the 
Ministry of Education and 
Training, is designed to im-
prove employability among 
youth and adults in project 
areas.
Mr. Moeko noted that 
many participants previ-
ously lacked formal certi�-
cation despite having prac-
tical experience, and the 
initiative allows them to 
be assessed and recognised 
based on existing skills.
On behalf of the Ministry 
of Education and Train-

ing, Mr. �abang Mokotjo 
from the TVED depart-
ment said the vocational 
sector remains underde-
veloped despite its strong 
potential to create jobs.
He said increased invest-
ment, skills development 
programmes and support-
ive policies are needed 
to strengthen the sector, 
reduce unemployment and 
promote sustainable eco-
nomic growth.
articipants who successfully 
complete the programme 
receive nationally recog-
nised certi�cates, which are 
also valid across the SADC 
region.
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There is a paradox 
at the heart of 
arti�cial intel-

ligence, and it is not a 
technical one. It is eco-
nomic, social and, in-
creasingly, political.
AI promises e�cien-
cy. �at part is clear. It 
writes, analyses, predicts, 
designs, optimises. It 
compresses hours into 
seconds. For businesses, 
that is a breakthrough. 
For economies, it sounds 
like growth.
But e�ciency has a shad-
ow. It reduces the need 
for labour.
�at is the paradox. �e 
same technology that can 
expand output can also 
shrink opportunity.
And for countries like 
Lesotho, where unem-
ployment is not an ab-
stract concern but a lived 
reality, the stakes are not 
theoretical.
�e Productivity Trap

Confronting the AI Paradox: Efficiency 
Without Employment, Intelligence 
Without Understanding

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY&

By Lesotho Tribune 

In classical economic 
thinking, productivity 
gains are unambiguously 
good. When workers pro-
duce more in less time, 
incomes rise, costs fall, 
and economies expand.
AI disrupts that se-
quence.
It allows �rms to in-
crease output without 
proportionally increasing 
employment. In some 
cases, it allows them to 
reduce it. A small team, 
equipped with the right 

tools, can now perform 
tasks that once required 
entire departments.
For a media company, AI 
can generate drafts, edit 
videos, analyse audiences 
and optimise distribu-
tion. For a law �rm, it 
can review documents in 
minutes. For a marketing 
agency, it can produce 
campaigns at scale.
�e result is not just e�-
ciency. It is substitution.
And substitution, if 
unmanaged, creates dis-

placement.
Intelligence Without Un-
derstanding
�ere is a second layer to 
the paradox, one that is 
often misunderstood.
AI systems, including 
those developed by com-
panies like OpenAI and 
Google, are extraordi-
narily capable. �ey can 
simulate reasoning, gen-
erate language, and iden-
tify patterns at a scale no 
human can match.
Continues in Page 19



13 farmers corner Sunday, 29 march 2026
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middle-income countries 
often safeguard against 
future losses by choosing 
to cultivate crops with 
stable but low yields, and 
may limit their upfront 
investments in pro�table 
technologies like fertilizer. 
As a result, their standard 
risk-reducing options can 
lead to a cycle of low-risk 
and low-return agricultural 
production.
Index insurance has the 
potential to break this cy-
cle. It can help small-scale 
farmers increase their re-
silience to weather shocks 
like drought or �ood while 
encouraging investments in 
productivity that, in good 
years, create a pathway to 
prosperity. When farmers 
know that a catastrophic 
season will not wipe out 
everything, they are more 
willing to invest in better 
seeds, fertilizer, and mod-
ern farming techniques. 
With some sort of failsafe 
in case of crop failure, 
farmers can be more stra-
tegic in their production 
planning, applying inputs, 
and making investments.
Research backs this up. 
In studies testing wheth-
er o�ering weather in-
dex insurance alongside 
drought-tolerant seed 
varieties had advantages 
over o�ering only the seed 
variety, farmers were more 
willing to make risky pro-
duction decisions when the 
seed variety was combined 
with weather index insur-
ance.
Lesotho Takes Action
Lesotho’s government has 
begun to take this idea 
seriously. A feasibility 
study conducted in the 
Mafeteng, Maseru, and 
Berea districts assessed the 
potential for implement-

ing agricultural insurance 
and e-voucher mechanisms 
aimed at enhancing the 
resilience of smallholder 
farmers. �e study was 
commissioned through 
the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Food Security and 
Nutrition in collaboration 
with the World Food Pro-
gramme and the Second 
Smallholder Agriculture 
Development Project.
Just this week, momentum 
continued. �e Ministry 
of Agriculture, in collab-
oration with the World 
Food Programme, hosted 
a stakeholders’ meeting on 
crop insurance aimed at 
promoting smart subsidies 
and agricultural insur-
ance to boost agricultural 
investment. Agricultural 
insurance was described 
as a safety net to protect 
farmers from losses caused 
by natural disasters, with 
ongoing digital transfor-
mation in the ministry ex-
pected to improve service 
delivery.
Researchers presenting the 
feasibility study highlight-
ed weather index-based in-
surance as particularly well 
suited to Lesotho’s circum-
stances. Such mechanisms 
provide farmers with time-
ly payouts when weather 
conditions meet predeter-
mined thresholds, o�ering 
�nancial protection against 
crop losses.
�e Challenges Are Real
Enthusiasm for index in-
surance must be tempered 
by an honest accounting of 
the hurdles ahead. Major 
barriers to the adoption 
of insurance in Lesotho 
include limited access to 
information, �nancial con-
straints, and inadequate 
infrastructure.
A representative from the 
World Bank noted at the 

recent stakeholders’ meet-
ing that agricultural insur-
ance in Lesotho remains 
complex due to the coun-
try’s highly variable climate 
and terrain. Farmers must 
carefully consider the risks 
they wish to insure against, 
such as drought, excessive 
rainfall, or hail, as well as 
the cost implications, since 
broader coverage results in 
higher premiums.
�ere is also the issue of 
“basis risk,” the gap be-
tween what the index 
measures and what a spe-
ci�c farmer actually expe-
riences. Index insurance 
will always carry basis risk, 
since an index of average 
conditions in an area will 
not necessarily capture 
conditions on each in-
dividual plot. A farmer 
whose crops were destroyed 
by a highly localized �ood 
may receive nothing if the 
regional index does not 
re�ect the severity of their 
personal loss.
Research also shows that 
farmers are generally un-
willing to pay market 
prices for weather index in-
surance. Uptake at full cost 
tends to be low, suggesting 
that government subsidies 
or integration into broad-
er social protection pro-
grams may be necessary to 
achieve meaningful scale.
What Success Looks Like
Elsewhere in the world, 
well-designed programs of-
fer a roadmap. In Nepal, a 
partnership between a mi-
cro�nance institution, an 
insurance technology com-
pany, and the UN Capital 
Development Fund ena-
bled over 15,000 small-
holder farmers, primarily 
low-income rural women, 
to receive insurance cov-
erage protecting their rice 
yields against frost, exces-

sive rainfall, heatwaves, 
hail, �ood, drought, pests, 
and diseases.
�e lesson from such 
programs is consistent. 
Index insurance works best 
when it is embedded with-
in a wider support system. 
Broader climate adaptation 
strategies, including im-
proved agricultural prac-
tices and infrastructure 
development, are essential 
to complement insurance 
e�orts and enhance the 
overall resilience of Leso-
tho’s agricultural sector.
Insurance to farmers is 
critical to boosting produc-
tivity, but there must be a 
strategy in place on how to 
reach farmers at scale. �at 
means addressing digital 
literacy, rural accessibility, 
and the need for products 
tailored to the speci�c 
crops and risk pro�les of 
di�erent communities 
across Lesotho’s varied 
terrain.
A Window of Opportunity
�e convergence of gov-
ernment intent, interna-
tional partnership, and 
growing evidence for what 
works makes this a genuine 
moment of opportunity 
for Lesotho’s agricultural 
sector. Index insurance is 
not a silver bullet. But as 
a tool for stabilizing farm 
incomes, encouraging 
productive investment, and 
building resilience against a 
climate that is only becom-
ing more unpredictable, it 
deserves a central place in 
the country’s agricultural 
development strategy.
For the millions of Baso-
tho whose lives depend on 
what the land produces 
each season, the stakes 
could hardly be higher, and 
the promise of a �nancial 
safety net has rarely been 
more urgent.
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The Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food 
Security and Nu-

trition, together with the 
World Food
Programme (WFP), held 
a meeting with stakehold-
ers to weigh in on crop 
insurance and smart
subsidies. �e aim is to 
back farmers, especially 
smallholders, and help 
them deal with climate
change and other chal-
lenges.
Director of Field Servic-
es, �abo Sekhonyana, 
explained that the smart 
subsidy programme will
be more targeted and use 
data to make it fairer and 
more e�cient. �is will 
help smallholder
farmers get the resources 
they need. He also men-
tioned that agricultural 
insurance will protect
farmers from losses due 
to natural disasters.
Sekhonyana added that 
the ministry is working 
on digital transformation 
to improve services.
�e meeting looked at 
past farming seasons to 
identify gaps and gather 
recommendations. He
emphasized that collabo-
ration among stakehold-
ers is key to building a 
strong agricultural sector.
Nancy Chawawa from 
WFP said the meeting 

Ministry of Agriculture and WFP Meet 
to Boost Crop Insurance

By: Lemohang Botsane

aimed to update stake-
holders on the pro-
ject&#39;s
progress since August 
2025, including successes 
and hurdles. �e project 
is part of e�orts to
promote agricultural in-
vestment and make farm-
ing more resilient.
�e meeting showed that 
stakeholders are commit-
ted to working together 
to support farmers. By
providing insurance and 
smart subsidies, the gov-
ernment and WFP hope 
to help farmers

overcome challenges like 
climate change and im-
prove food security.
�e initiative is expected 
to bene�t smallholder 
farmers, who are vital to 
Lesotho&#39;s agricul-
tural
sector. With better insur-
ance and subsidies, farm-
ers can invest more in 
their farms, leading to
increased productivity 
and food security.
�e Ministry of Agricul-
ture and WFP are work-
ing together to make sure 
the project is a success.

�ey believe that with 
the right support, farmers 
can thrive and contribute 
to Lesotho&#39;s eco-
nomic
growth.
�e meeting wrapped up 
with stakeholders agree-
ing to continue working 
together to address the
challenges facing farmers. 
�ey are positive that 
with collaboration and 
the right strategies,
Lesotho&#39;s agricul-
tural sector can become 
more adaptable and pro-
ductive.
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Lesotho’s Health MoU Critics 
Are Undermining Lives With 
Conspiracy Thinking and 
Anti-American Paranoia

There is a habit in 
small states and 
Lesotho is hardly 

unique in this, of dressing 
up irrational suspicion in 
the language of constitu-
tional principle. �e con-
troversy surrounding the 
2025–2030 U.S.–Lesotho 
health Memorandum of 
Understanding is a master-
class in this genre.
Strip away the legalese and 
the sovereignty rhetoric 
and what you �nd under-
neath is something far less 
sophisticated: utopian fan-
tasy, procedural obstruc-
tion and a barely concealed 
ideological hostility toward 
the United States that is 
costing Lesotho lives while 
its critics congratulate 
themselves on their princi-
ples.
Let us begin with the most 
dishonest move in the crit-
ics’ playbook: the pretense 
that this MoU represents 
some unprecedented in-
trusion into Lesotho’s data 
sovereignty. It does NOT. 
Lesotho has been sharing 
health data with external 
partners for decades. With 
WHO, it reports surveil-
lance data, outbreak noti-
�cations, national health 
indicators, and technical 
information.

EDITORIAL
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By: Editorial

With the Global Fund, it 
opens its books entirely, 
programme records, pro-
curement data, �nancial 
accounts, facility-level 
information, under audit 
regimes that are, frankly, 
far more intrusive than 
anything described in 
this MoU. With PEP-
FAR and CDC, Lesotho 
has already built the very 
digital systems now being 
treated as sacred national 
assets: DHIS2, eRegister, 
patient-level data linkage, 
interoperability platforms, 
strategic information 
architecture. �ese were 
not built by Basotho tax-
payers in isolation. �ey 
were built with American 
money, American technical 
assistance, and American 
institutional knowledge.
So when critics howl about 
data sovereignty and spec-
imen-sharing, they are 
performing outrage about 
a situation that has existed 
for years. �e data is al-
ready �owing.
�e systems are already in-
tegrated. �e partnerships 

are already deep. �e only 
honest question is wheth-
er Lesotho formalises and 
improves that relationship 
with clear timelines, co-in-
vestment benchmarks, and 
mutual accountability or 
whether it retreats into 
sovereignty mythology 
while its HIV and TB 
programmes slowly un-
ravel for lack of sustained 
support.
�e answer, to any serious 
observer, is obvious. And 
yet the critics prefer my-
thology.
What drives this mythol-
ogy? Two things, primar-
ily. �e �rst is a species 
of utopian thinking that 
imagines Lesotho could, 
if only it refused Amer-
ican partnership, build 
an entirely self-su�cient, 
domestically-�nanced, na-
tionally-controlled health 
system untouched by for-
eign leverage.
�is is a fantasy so de-
tached from �scal reality 
that it barely deserves en-
gagement. Lesotho’s own 
sustainability roadmaps 

acknowledge the yawning 
gap between what the state 
can �nance and what the 
health system requires. �e 
critics o�er no alternative 
�nancing. �ey o�er no 
substitute for PEPFAR’s 
antiretroviral coverage, no 
replacement for CDC’s 
laboratory systems, no 
funding stream to main-
tain the digital infrastruc-
ture they are now suddenly 
so concerned to protect. 
�eir sovereignty argu-
ment is sovereignty for its 
own sake, a position so 
abstract it can only be held 
by people who will not 
personally su�er when the 
funding stops.
�e second driver is uglier: 
a deranged, baseless hos-
tility toward the United 
States that masquerades 
as principled anti-impe-
rialism. Critics of this 
MoU are not, in the main, 
applying neutral consti-
tutional scrutiny to all of 
Lesotho’s international 
agreements. �ey are not 
publishing lengthy analyses 
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SENTIMENT TRACKER
Fuel Security Fears Reveal

There is something 
revealing about 
how people re-

spond to hypothetical 
crises. Not the techni-
calities of geopolitics or 
the distant calculations 
of oil markets — but the 
simpler, more personal 
question beneath all of it: 
do you trust your govern-
ment to protect you?
In the latest Lesotho 
Tribune Sentiment 
Tracker, Basotho were 
asked whether the gov-
ernment could ensure 
fuel security if a pro-
longed con�ict involving 
the United States, Israel, 
and Iran were to disrupt 
global supply chains. �e 
results are not just deci-
sive. �ey are stark.
Nearly three quarters of 
respondents said no. �at 
is not skepticism. �at is 

entirely on South Afri-
can supply chains whose 
pricing and stability are 
shaped by global shocks.
What the poll measures 
is not a technical assess-
ment of those supply 
routes. It captures public 
intuition. And that intu-
ition is blunt: if a shock 
comes, people do not ex-
pect the system to hold.
�e Con�dence Gap
Only 11 percent of re-
spondents expressed full 
con�dence in the govern-

By Lesotho Tribune

a collapse of con�dence.
A Crisis �at Has Not 
Arrived — But Already 
Feels Real
�e scenario remains 
hypothetical. Tensions 
in the Middle East have 
raised concerns about 
disruptions to global 
oil �ows, particularly 
through the Strait of 
Hormuz. For Lesotho, 
the risk is indirect but 
real: the country does 
not import fuel from 
the Gulf, but it depends 

ment’s ability to manage 
such a crisis. Even when 
combined with the �ve 
percent who said “some-
what,” the total share 
willing to extend any de-
gree of con�dence reach-
es just 16 percent.
“Con�dence is not a soft 
variable. It is a stabiliser. 
And right now, it appears 
to be in short supply.”
LESOTHO TRIB-
UNE — SENTIMENT 
TRACKER

When asked whether the government could manage a global 
supply shock, nearly three quarters of Basotho said no. That 
verdict deserves careful attention.
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of the Global Fund’s grant 
conditions, which are 
genuinely tough, explicitly 
audit-heavy, and tied to 
performance benchmarks.
�ey are not staging par-
liamentary dramas over 
WHO’s engagement with 
Lesotho’s health informa-
tion systems. �ey reserve 
their outrage speci�cally, 
selectively, and conspic-
uously for the American 
agreement. �at selectivity 
is not principle. It is prej-
udice. It is the re�ex of 
people who have decided 
in advance that American 
involvement in anything 
must be resisted, regardless 
of the evidence, the alter-
natives, or the human cost.
�e 25-year data and 
specimen-sharing arrange-
ment that critics �nd so 
alarming is not a colonial 
imposition. It is a long-
term planning horizon for 
a country dealing with a 
generational HIV and TB 
burden. Specimen-sharing 
and genetic sequence data 
are the tools of modern 
outbreak response. Every 
serious public health actor 
in the world, including 
WHO, advocates for rapid 
specimen-sharing and 
genomic surveillance pre-
cisely because slow, territo-
rially-jealous responses cost 
lives. Lesotho’s critics want 
to treat a biosecurity coop-
eration framework as if it 
were a corporate espionage 
operation. �e paranoia 
required to sustain that 
position is its own kind of 
public health hazard.
�e constitutional ar-
gument, that the Tenth 
Amendment required 
parliamentary approval be-
fore the MoU was signed, 
deserves more respect than 
the anti-American con-
spiracy thinking, but not 
as much as its proponents 
claim. �e MoU’s own text 
says explicitly that it is not 
an international agreement 
and does not create legal 
rights or obligations under 
international or domestic 

law.
�e critics dismiss this as a 
legal trick. But that dis-
missal cuts both ways. If 
the document is not legally 
binding, then the parlia-
mentary approval require-
ment, designed for binding 
treaties and international 
agreements, is not obvi-
ously triggered. �e critics 
want to have it both ways: 
they want to use constitu-
tional procedure to block 
the agreement while simul-
taneously arguing that the 
agreement is so substan-
tively consequential that 
its legal self-description 
must be ignored. �at is 
not rigorous constitutional 
analysis. It is strategic pro-
ceduralism in service of a 
predetermined conclusion.
Meanwhile, what is actu-
ally happening while this 
performative debate con-
tinues? Lesotho’s health 
system remains dependent 
on external �nancing that 
is not guaranteed beyond 
current cycles. �e HIV 
epidemic is not pausing for 
parliamentary review. TB 
continues to kill.
Laboratory systems need 
maintenance. Health 
workers need salaries. �e 
transition from donor 
dependency to domestic 
sustainability is exactly as 
di�cult as it sounds, and 
it does not become easier 
by antagonising the one 
partner that has consist-
ently shown up with both 
resources and technical 
capacity.
�e MoU’s provisions on 
technology preference, tax 
exemptions, and regulatory 
alignment draw particu-
lar criticism, but this too 
collapses under scrutiny. 
U.S. technologies built the 
systems Lesotho currently 
depends on. FDA approval 
standards are internation-
ally recognised bench-
marks that many countries 
rely on, formally and 
informally, because main-
taining entirely parallel 
regulatory infrastructure is 
expensive and often redun-
dant for small states. Tax 

exemptions for aid-funded 
programmes are standard 
in development �nance, 
the Global Fund and 
World Bank operate under 
similar arrangements in 
Lesotho and across Africa. 
�e critics present these 
provisions as revelations of 
sinister intent. �ey are, 
in fact, the ordinary me-
chanics of how large-scale 
external health �nancing 
operates everywhere.
�e procurement prefer-
ence clause is the provision 
with the most legitimate 
basis for scrutiny tied aid is 
a real issue in development 
economics, and preference 
clauses can favour do-
nor-country vendors over 
potentially cheaper or bet-
ter-suited alternatives. �at 
is a fair point and worth 
negotiating. But it does 
not transform a health 
cooperation agreement 
into an imperial project. 
It makes it an agreement 
with one �awed clause 
that should be addressed at 
the negotiating table, not 
grounds for wholesale re-
jection driven by re�exive 
anti-Americanism.
�e critics who blocked 
or delayed this agreement 
should be asked, plainly 
and without diplomatic 
softening: what is your 
plan? Not your constitu-
tional theory. Not your 
sovereignty principle. Your 
plan. Which partner will 
replace U.S. �nancing for 
laboratory systems? Which 
country will provide 
technical assistance for 
DHIS2? Who will fund 
the antiretroviral treatment 
for Basotho living with 
HIV if PEPFAR coverage 
is reduced during a period 
of no formal agreement? 
Where does the domestic 
budget line for specimen 
transport, cold chain 
maintenance, and health 
information system up-
grades come from?
�e silence in response 
to these questions is not 
principled. It is the silence 
of people who have elevat-
ed ideological purity over 

Continued from Page 15 practical governance, who 
have mistaken obstruc-
tion for sovereignty, and 
whose utopian resistance 
to American partnership 
is, in the most literal sense, 
a luxury that Lesotho’s 
patients cannot a�ord.
Saving lives is not a no-
ble end used to smuggle 
in policy concessions. 
Saving lives is the policy. 
�e critics have confused 
themselves so thoroughly 
with their own rhetoric 
that they can no longer 
tell the di�erence between 
cooperation and depend-
ency, between partnership 
and colonialism, between 
a long-term health agree-
ment and a conspiracy 
against the Basotho peo-
ple.
Lesotho’s constitutional 
reforms are real and worth 
defending. But defending 
them does not require 
manufacturing a constitu-
tional crisis out of a health 
cooperation framework 
that builds on decades of 
existing partnership. Par-
liament has a legitimate 
role. �at role is to scruti-
nise, improve, and where 
necessary amend the terms 
of agreements — not to 
indulge the anti-Amer-
ican fantasies of critics 
who would rather perform 
sovereignty than govern a 
functioning health system.
�e MoU is imperfect. All 
complex agreements are. 
But imperfect cooperation 
with a committed partner 
is in�nitely preferable to 
principled isolation dressed 
up as constitutional virtue. 
Lesotho’s people deserve 
better than the conspira-
cy thinking, the utopian 
obstruction, and the de-
ranged hostility toward the 
country that has, whatever 
its faults, consistently been 
there when the health sys-
tem needed support.
Fix the �awed clauses. Sign 
the agreement. Get back to 
saving lives.
AMERICA remains the 
only true friend to Lesotho 
and this anti American 
sentiment is worrying!
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�is gap matters in prac-
tical terms. In times of 
crisis, perception shapes 
behaviour. Businesses 
that expect shortages 
begin to stockpile. Trans-
port operators that antic-
ipate price spikes adjust 
fares in advance. House-
holds that believe supply 
will tighten change con-
sumption patterns before 
any shortage actually 
occurs. �ese responses 
can turn a manageable 
disruption into a self-ful-
�lling one.
Why the Distrust Has 
Structural Roots
It would be tempting to 
read this result as re�ex-
ive pessimism. But the 
sentiment re�ects real 
and observable condi-
tions. Lesotho faces a set 
of structural vulnerabili-
ties that any honest ac-
counting must acknowl-
edge:
�e country does not 
control its own fuel 
import infrastructure, 
relying entirely on South 
African logistics and pric-
ing mechanisms.
Strategic fuel reserves 
— if they exist at the 
required scale — have 
not been communicated 
publicly in any meaning-
ful way.
�ere is no visible con-
tingency planning frame-
work for prolonged sup-
ply disruptions, at least 
none accessible to the 
public.
Government communi-

cation on energy security 
has been largely absent, 
leaving citizens to form 
their own assessments.
In this environment, 
trust cannot be assumed. 
It must be built — 
through transparency, 
through communication, 
and through evidence 
of preparedness. With-
out these, assumptions 
�ll the vacuum. And 
assumptions, as the poll 
demonstrates, are rarely 
generous.
�e Undecided Ten Per-
cent
One in ten respondents 
said they were not sure. 
�is group is easily over-
looked, but it matters. It 
represents a segment of 
the population that has 
not yet formed a settled 
view — and that means 
they remain persuadable.
In a di�erent informa-
tion environment, with 
credible government 
communication about 
reserves, planning, and 
coordination with South 
Africa, this group could 
shift toward con�dence. 
In the current vacuum, 
the more likely direction 
is toward deeper skep-
ticism. Silence, from 
institutions, tends to 
push uncertainty toward 
doubt.
�is Poll Is About More 
�an Fuel
Energy security is the 
lens. But what this poll 
actually measures is 
something broader: the 
public’s assessment of 
the state’s capacity to 

manage risk, coordinate 
a response, and commu-
nicate under pressure. 
Fuel is simply the vehicle 
through which that judg-
ment is expressed.
�e verdict, in this snap-
shot, is uncomfortable. 
And it arrives before any 
crisis has materialised 
— which, in some ways, 
makes it more signi�-
cant. When con�dence 
collapses in advance of an 
emergency, the emergen-
cy itself becomes harder 
to manage.
�e Question for Gov-
ernment
�is poll does not de-

mand immediate answers 
to a scenario that may 
never fully develop. But 
it does raise a more fun-
damental question, one 
that no amount of tech-
nical contingency plan-
ning can substitute for:
What would it take for 
that 74 percent to change 
its mind?
Because until that 
question is seriously 
addressed, the real vul-
nerability may not lie in 
the Strait of Hormuz. It 
may lie in the far short-
er distance between the 
state and the public it is 
supposed to serve
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But they do not under-
stand in the human sense.
�ey predict. �ey do 
not comprehend.
�is distinction matters. 
Because it creates a false 
sense of reliability. Out-
puts can appear author-
itative, even when they 
are �awed. For businesses 
and governments, this 
introduces a new kind 
of risk. Decisions may 
be informed by systems 
that are powerful, but not 
accountable in the way 
human institutions are.
In smaller economies, 
where regulatory capacity 
is often limited, this risk 
is ampli�ed.
Lesotho’s Position: Con-
sumer or Creator?
�e global AI race is 
largely being driven else-
where. �e United States, 
China and parts of Eu-
rope are investing heavily 
in infrastructure, talent 
and research.
Lesotho is not competing 
at that level. �at much 
is obvious.
�e more relevant ques-
tion is whether Lesotho 
becomes a passive con-
sumer of AI technologies 
or an active participant 
in shaping how they are 
used locally.
At present, the trajectory 
leans toward consump-
tion.
Businesses adopt tools 
developed abroad. Gov-
ernments explore digital 
systems built elsewhere. 
Data �ows outward more 
easily than value �ows 
inward.
�is creates a dependency 
dynamic. One where the 
bene�ts of AI are partially 
captured, but the under-

lying economic value is 
not fully retained.
�e Labour Question
If AI reduces the need for 
certain types of labour, 
what replaces them?
�is is where the con-
versation often becomes 
vague. �ere is talk of 
“new jobs” and “reskill-
ing,” but the transition is 
rarely smooth.
In Lesotho, where youth 
unemployment remains 
high, the margin for 
disruption is thin. If 
entry-level roles in sectors 
like media, administra-
tion and customer service 
are automated, the ladder 
into the formal economy 
becomes narrower.
At the same time, AI 
creates demand for new 
skills. Data analysis, 
prompt engineering, dig-
ital strategy, AI oversight. 
But these roles require 
training, infrastructure 
and, importantly, access.
Without deliberate in-
tervention, the risk is a 
bifurcated labour market. 
A small group of highly 
skilled individuals ben-
e�ting from AI, and a 
larger group excluded 
from its gains.
Opportunity Hidden in 
the Paradox
And yet, the paradox is 
not purely negative.
AI lowers barriers to en-
try in ways that are di�-
cult to ignore.
A small business in Ma-
seru can now access tools 
that were once available 
only to large corpora-
tions. Content can be 
produced at scale. Data 
can be analysed without 
large teams. Markets can 
be reached digitally.
For entrepreneurs, this is 

not trivial.
A media platform, for 
instance, can use AI to 
expand coverage, per-
sonalise content and 
optimise distribution. A 
farmer can use AI-driven 
insights for weather and 
pricing. A logistics com-
pany can optimise routes 
and reduce costs.
�e technology, in that 
sense, is an equaliser. But 
only for those who can 
access and use it e�ective-
ly.
Governance in an Age of 
Algorithms
�ere is also a governance 
dimension that cannot be 
ignored.
AI systems increasingly 
in�uence decisions. From 
credit scoring to hiring, 
from content moderation 
to public service delivery.
Who audits these sys-
tems? Who ensures fair-
ness? Who is accountable 
when they fail?
In larger economies, these 
questions are already 
shaping regulation. In 
smaller states, the frame-
works are still emerging.
Lesotho will need to con-
front this sooner rather 
than later. Not necessar-
ily by building complex 
regulatory regimes over-
night, but by establishing 
principles. Transparency, 
accountability, data pro-
tection.
Without these, the adop-
tion of AI risks outpacing 
the ability to manage it.
Confronting the Paradox
�e AI paradox does not 
resolve itself.
It requires choices.
Policy choices about ed-
ucation and skills devel-
opment. Business choices 
about how technology 

is integrated into oper-
ations. Societal choices 
about what kind of econ-
omy is being built.
�ere is a temptation 
to view AI as inevitable, 
as something that sim-
ply arrives and reshapes 
everything in its path. 
But that framing is in-
complete.
AI is a tool. Powerful, yes. 
Transformative, certainly. 
But still shaped by how it 
is deployed.
For Lesotho, the chal-
lenge is not to compete 
with global AI giants. 
�at is neither realistic 
nor necessary.
�e challenge is to ensure 
that as AI reshapes the 
global economy, it does 
not leave local realities 
behind.
A Quiet Reckoning
�e paradox, ultimately, 
is this.
AI can make economies 
more productive, while 
making societies more 
unequal.
It can expand capability, 
while narrowing opportu-
nity.
It can simulate intel-
ligence, while lacking 
understanding.
Confronting that paradox 
requires more than adop-
tion. It requires intent.
And perhaps that is where 
the real question lies. Not 
whether Lesotho will use 
AI. It already is, in small 
ways. But whether it will 
shape its use in a way 
that expands opportunity 
rather than constrains it.
Because in the end, tech-
nology does not deter-
mine outcomes.
Choices do.
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There is a tendency, 
still, to treat the 
creative industries 

as decoration. As some-
thing that sits alongside 
the economy rather than 
inside it. But the an-
nouncement of the 50 en-
trepreneurs selected for the 
second edition of Création 
Africa quietly challenges 
that assumption. �is is 
not a celebration of cul-
ture. It is a calculation.
Backed by the French 
Ministry of Europe and 
Foreign A�airs, the Em-
bassy of France to South 
Africa, Lesotho and Ma-
lawi, and the French In-
stitute of South Africa, 
Création Africa 2 is one of 
the more serious attempts 
to formalise and scale 
creative businesses across 
the region. It is not a grant 
programme. It is closer to 
an investment pipeline, 
one designed to take ideas 
that are often informal and 
insert them into systems 
of capital, mentorship and 
market access.
From 340 applications, 
only 50 ventures made it 
through. �at ratio alone 
signals something. But 
what it signals more pre-
cisely is this: the creative 
economy is no longer 
just being celebrated. It is 
being �ltered, ranked and, 
for the �rst time in mean-
ingful numbers, treated as 
investable.
Structure Over Sentiment
Création Africa 2 is built 
around a seven-week in-
tensive mentorship phase 

beginning in February 
2026. �is is not light-
touch support. Participants 
enter a structured environ-
ment combining business 
development training, 
strategic advisory and 
direct access to investor 
networks.
Implementation is being 
driven by UVU Africa 
through its CAPACITI 
platform, which focuses 
on what the organisation 
calls enterprise readiness. 
�at phrase matters more 
than it might seem. One of 
the most persistent failures 

growing institutional appe-
tite for creative industries?
Part of the answer is nu-
merical, even if the num-
bers are rarely reported 
clearly. Cultural and Cre-
ative Industries span �lm, 
fashion, gaming, publish-
ing, design and digital 
media. 
�ey generate employ-
ment, attract investment 
and shape how economies 
present themselves to the 
world. But there is also a 
more strategic dimension. 
Cultural industries car-

By Staff Reporter

France Is Betting Big on African Creativity — And Only 
50 Made the Cut

in creative sector support 
has been the gap between 
talent and structure, be-
tween the ability to make 
something and the ability 
to build a business around 
it.
Ziyad Cassim, CEO of 
UVU Africa, put it plainly: 
the creative economy sits 
at the intersection of en-
trepreneurship, innovation 
and cultural expression. It 
is not just about art. It is 
about jobs, scalability and 
sustained economic partic-
ipation.
So why now? Why the 

A competitive new incubation programme is repositioning cultural industries as serious 
economic players, and Lesotho has secured a seat at the table

Continues in Page 21
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ry narrative power. �ey 
shape identity, in�uence 
perception and, in some 
cases, determine how 
countries are positioned 
globally. France, through 
this programme, appears 
to understand that inter-
section rather well.
From Mentorship to Mar-
ket
�e programme does not 
end with mentorship. After 
the initial phase, partic-
ipants pitch to a panel 
of judges. Only 15 will 
advance to a deeper incu-
bation stage running from 
April to October 2026, 
and that second phase 
is where the programme 
becomes genuinely conse-
quential.
Finalists gain access to 
sector specialists, funding 
pathways and investor net-
works. In other words, this 
is where creative ventures 
begin to resemble scalable 
enterprises.
�e narrowing funnel is 
deliberate. It re�ects an 
uncomfortable but nec-
essary reality: not every 
creative idea can scale. But 
those that can, if properly 
supported, can become sig-
ni�cant economic actors.
A Diverse Cohort, A 
Shared Constraint
�e 50 selected entrepre-
neurs span a wide range of 
sectors.
In design and craft, ven-
tures like Pinda Furni-
ture and NETA Studio 
re�ect growing interest in 
a distinctly African de-
sign language. In fashion, 
brands including Ntwana 
and Africarise are attempt-
ing to build recognisable 
labels beyond local mar-
kets. Gaming and inter-
active media, frequently 
overlooked in policy dis-
cussions, are represented 

by studios such as Vetkoek 
Studios and Glitch Portal. 
Film, visual arts, music, 
publishing and digital 
media all appear in the 
cohort.
Among those selected is 
Phafane Nkotsi, founder of 
Bohlokoa Media Compa-
ny, representing Lesotho. 
His inclusion places a local 
media enterprise within a 
regional cohort that spans 
fashion houses, gaming 
studios, design collectives 
and digital platforms. It is 
a recognition, sometimes 
overlooked, that media it-
self sits within the creative 
economy rather than at the 
edge of it. Media business-
es in smaller economies 
tend to operate under 
compounding constraints: 
limited advertising mar-
kets, fragmented audiences 
and weak capital access. To 
position such a business 
within this pipeline re�ects 
a broader and more accu-
rate understanding of what 
a scalable cultural enter-
prise actually looks like.
What connects all these 
ventures is not only crea-
tivity. It is constraint.
Capital access remains 
uneven. Markets are 
fragmented. Digital and 
physical infrastructure is 
inconsistent across coun-
tries. And yet the volume 
and quality of applications 
points to something real: 
the pipeline of creative en-
trepreneurship is expand-
ing even where the ecosys-
tem has not caught up.
Ambassador David Mar-
tinon described the appli-
cations as exceptionally 
strong. Allow for some 
diplomatic in�ation, but 
the underlying point 
holds. �e question is no 
longer whether the tal-
ent exists. �e question 
is whether the structures 
around it will keep pace.

�e Strategic Case
Policy circles tend to prior-
itise what is easy to meas-
ure. Mining, agriculture, 
manufacturing. �ese 
sectors �t neatly into eco-
nomic models and produce 
quanti�able outputs.
Creative industries are 
harder to tidy up. �eir 
value is often intangible, 
especially early on. But 
intangible is not the same 
as unreal.
Globally, the creative econ-
omy has been among the 
faster-growing sectors. It 
is labour-intensive, par-
ticularly for young people. 
It is exportable, especially 
in digital formats. And it 
carries cultural capital that 
compounds over time, 
shaping how a country is 
perceived long after any 
single product has been 
consumed.
For economies like Leso-
tho, which face structural 
limits in more traditional 
sectors, the creative econ-
omy o�ers an alternative 
pathway. Not a replace-
ment for what already 
exists, but a serious com-
plement to it.
�at pathway is not au-
tomatic. It requires infra-
structure, policy clarity 
and, perhaps most funda-
mentally, a shift in how 
creativity is understood. 
Not as a hobby that occa-
sionally earns money, but 
as a business that can be 
built, scaled and exported.
What Comes Next
�e immediate path is 
de�ned. Fifty entrepre-
neurs enter the mentorship 
phase. Fifteen will advance 
to deeper incubation. 
From there, the outcomes 
will begin to speak for 
themselves.
But the broader implica-
tions extend beyond any 
single cohort.
If Création Africa 2 de-

livers, it could establish a 
replicable model for how 
creative industries are 
supported across the con-
tinent: structured mentor-
ship, clear capital pathways 
and deliberate integration 
into economic planning. If 
it falls short, it will like-
ly reinforce the existing 
scepticism, that creative 
industries are too informal 
to fund, too fragmented to 
scale and too soft to take 
seriously.
For Lesotho, the stakes are 
more immediate. Participa-
tion is a start, not a result. 
�e real measure is wheth-
er this exposure produces 
something tangible: reve-
nue growth, new markets 
and a sustainable business 
built inside a constrained 
domestic economy.
�at is where the story will 
actually be decided.
A Quiet Signal
It would be easy to �le 
this away as another pro-
gramme announcement. 
Another shortlist. Another 
round of structured sup-
port that may or may not 
produce lasting change.
But something quieter may 
be underway.
�e creative economy is 
being taken seriously, not 
just rhetorically but struc-
turally. It is being �ltered, 
tested and positioned as a 
legitimate economic sector. 
�at shift does not arrive 
with the urgency of a �scal 
crisis or the noise of a po-
litical dispute. But it may 
prove just as consequential.
Because in the long run, 
economies are not built 
only on what they extract 
or manufacture. �ey are 
built, too, on what they 
imagine, create and send 
into the world.
In that sense, Création 
Africa 2 is not just a pro-
gramme. It is a signal 
worth paying attention to.                
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The Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON) 
2026 �nal has de-

scended into an unprece-
dented stando�, with Sen-
egal refusing to return the 
trophy and medals despite 
a ruling by the Confeder-
ation of African Football 
(CAF) that stripped them 
of the title and awarded 
it to Morocco. What was 
once a celebrated on-�eld 
triumph has now become 
a complex battle over au-
thority and the symbolic 
weight of football’s most 
coveted prize on the con-
tinent.
Senegal’s 1–0 extra-time 
victory over Morocco in 
the AFCON 2026 �nal 
initially appeared decisive. 
�e Senegalese celebrated 
what would have been a 
second consecutive conti-
nental title, and what they 
hoped would reinforce 
their dominance in Afri-
ca. However, the match 
was not without contro-
versy. A late VAR deci-
sion awarding Morocco a 
penalty led to a temporary 
walk-o� by Senegalese 
players in protest. Al-
though play resumed and 
the match was completed, 

On the other side, Moroc-
co maintains that CAF’s 
decision is both valid and 
necessary. �eir successful 
appeal was grounded in 
the argument that Sene-
gal’s temporary walk-o� 
constituted a clear viola-
tion of competition rules. 
Morocco believes that 
rules must be enforced 
consistently, regardless of 
context  and that allow-
ing any exceptions would 
undermine the integrity 
of the competition. For 
Moroccan stakeholders, 
the issue is not about 
disputing Senegal’s perfor-
mance, but about ensur-
ing that no team bene�ts 
from actions that breach 
established regulations.
At the center of the dis-
pute is the AFCON tro-
phy itself. CAF recognizes 
Morocco as the o�cial 
champion, yet Senegal 
retains physical possession 
of the trophy and contin-
ues to assert its claim. 
Last week Senegal esca-
lated the matter to the 
Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS), seeking to 
overturn CAF’s ruling and 
be reinstated as cham-
pions. On Tuesday, the 
Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS) con�rmed 
receipt of Senegal’s appeal 
against that decision, and 
promised to rule “as swift-
ly as possible”. Until CAS 
delivers its verdict, Sene-
gal shows no indication of 
returning the trophy but 
Morocco remains o�cially 
recognized as champion 
by CAF. �e �nal decision 
from CAS will determine 
the o�cial outcome but 
the dispute between the 
two nations continues to 
cast a shadow over African 
football.

the incident would later 
prove decisive—not in the 
result on the �eld, but in 
the ruling that followed.
Weeks after the �nal, 
CAF’s Appeal Board ruled 
that Senegal’s walk o� 
constituted a breach of 
tournament regulations, 
speci�cally provisions 
that prohibit teams from 
leaving the �eld without 
authorization. On that 
basis, CAF overturned the 
original result, awarded 
Morocco a 3–0 victory 
by default and o�cially 
recognized Morocco as 
AFCON champions  
From a regulatory stand-
point, CAF’s decision is 
consistent with longstand-
ing rules governing forfei-
ture. Yet the timing and 
magnitude of the ruling, 
overturning a completed 
�nal—have made it one 
of the most controversial 
decisions in the competi-
tion’s history.
Senegal quickly responded 
with outright de�ance. 
�e Senegalese Football 
Federation and nation-

al team leadership have 
made it clear that they do 
not recognize CAF’s de-
cision and will not return 
the trophy.
�eir argument is that 
the match was completed 
in full under the referee’s 
authority, and that no 
immediate sanction or 
abandonment was de-
clared during the game. 
For Senegal, the trophy is 
not merely an object—it 
is a re�ection of a victory 
they believe was legiti-
mately earned. Returning 
it, in their view, would 
amount to accepting a 
decision they consider 
unjust. Holding onto the 
trophy has become a form 
of protest, signaling resist-
ance not just to the ruling 
itself, but to what Senegal 
perceives as a �awed ap-
plication of the rules. �e 
Senegal Football Associ-
ation (FSF) social media 
posted a timetable for 
events around Saturday’s 
friendly in France, Paris, 
which included a trophy 
parade.

Senegal Refuses to Return 
Morocco’s AFCON Trophy

By Litšitso Letsunyane
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