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Witness tells treason trial how 
officers fled to South Africa after 
2014 attacks on police installations
A state witness in the High Court treason trial of former Deputy 
Prime Minister Mothetjoa Metsing and other prominent accused 
has testi�ed that police o�cers �ed to South Africa in fear after 
armed attacks targeted police installations in Maseru on the night 
of 29 August 2014.
By THOLOANA LESENYA

Sergeant Mokete Litulo told the 
court that fear and uncertainty 
gripped members of the Lesotho 

Mounted Police Service (LMPS) after 
armed attacks targeted key police facilities, 
including Police Headquarters in Maseru. 
Giving evidence before Justice ‘Maliepol-
lo Makhetha, Litulo recounted how some 
o�cers abandoned the country shortly 
after the attacks, fearing for their lives amid 
escalating tensions between security institu-
tions. According to the witness, one of the 
o�cers stationed at Police Headquarters 
during the attacks, Sergeant Shaabe �a-
mae, contacted him after �eeing to South 
Africa.

Litulo testi�ed that �amae informed
him he had crossed the border to seek safe-
ty following the events that unfolded on 
the night of 29 August and the early hours 
of 30 August 2014. Hearing that fellow of-
�cers were �eeing heightened his own fears.
He told the court that while asleep at
his home one night, he was startled
by what sounded like footsteps outside his 
house. �e incident left him frightened and 
convinced that he too could be in danger.

“I heard footsteps outside my house during 
the night while I was sleeping.” Although 
he did not specify who he believed was 
outside, he said the experience was enough 
to prompt him to leave Lesotho. Shortly af-
terwards, he crossed into South Africa and 

travelled to Ladybrand, where he found 
several other Lesotho police o�cers who 
had also �ed the country. �e witness de-
scribed the atmosphere among the o�cers 
as one marked by fear and uncertainty, 
with many unsure about what would hap-
pen next and whether it was safe to return 
home.

Litulo testi�ed that shortly after arriving in 
South Africa, a meeting was convened in-
volving the o�cer  who had sought refuge 
there. During that gathering, they were in-
formed that arrangements were being made 
for their return to Lesotho. �e witness said 
they eventually returned home and report-
ed to Police Headquarters in Maseru. Upon
arrival, a police parade was held where 
o�cers were addressed by their superiors. 
Following the parade, they were instructed 
to return to their homes and await further 
directions. 

O�cers remained at home for a period 
before eventually receiving instructions to 
resume their o�cial duties. His testimony 
forms part of the prosecution&#39;s e�orts 
to establish the circumstances surrounding 
the events of August 2014, which remain 
among the most controversial and politi-
cally signi�cant episodes in Lesotho&#39;s 
recent history. �e case before the High 
Court centres on allegations arising from 
attacks on police stations and police per-
sonnel during a period of severe political 
and security instability.

Among the accused are Lesotho Congress 
for Democracy (LCD) leader and former 
Deputy Prime Minister Mothetjoa Mets-
ing, Movement for Economic Change 
(MEC) leader and current Minister of Agri-
culture, Food Security and Nutrition Selibe 
Mochoboroane, former Lesotho Defence 
Force Commander Lieutenant General 
Tlali
Kamoli, Litekanyo Nyakane, Motloheloa 
Ntsane and Leutsoa Motsieloa.

�e accused face multiple charges and al-
ternative counts, including treason, murder, 
attempted murder, aggravated assault and 
conduct creating a risk of injury or death. 
All have pleaded not guilty. Court records 
indicate that one of the central charges 
involves the murder of Sub-Inspector Mok-
heseng Ramahloko. �e accused are also

charged with the attempted murder of
Letsekang Mothibeli, together with
alternative counts relating to risk of
injury or death and aggravated assault. 
Additional charges concern alleged assaults 
against several police o�cers, including Ser-
geant Mahanetse, Lance Sergeant �abisa
Kopa, Lance Sergeant Shaabe �amae, 
Police Constable Mokete Litulo and Police 
Constable Mone.

Some charges are directed at all accused 
persons, while others apply only to speci�c 
individuals. �e charges of treason, the
attempted murder of Police Constable 
Moeketsi and related alternative counts, 
together with the alleged assault of Sub-In-
spector Joel, are directed speci�cally at 
Kamoli, Nyakane, Metsing and Mochobo-
roane. �e prosecution alleges that the ac-
cused acted in furtherance of a shared and 
common purpose. �e charge sheet further
refers to the late Tefo Hashatsi and Bulane 
Sechele, as well as Tumo Lekhooa and other 
individuals whose identities remain un-
known to prosecutors. �e lengthy pro-
ceedings have attracted signi�cant public 
interest due to the stature of the accused 
and the historical importance of the
events under examination. �e case
continues to revisit one of the most
turbulent periods in Lesotho&#39;s politi-
cal and security landscape, when
tensions between elements of the
police and military generated
widespread concern both locally and
internationally.

Litulo’s evidence o�ered a glimpse into the 
fear experienced by police o�cers following 
the attacks, with some believing that leav-
ing the country was the safest option
available at the time. �e defence team 
comprises Advocates Motiea Teele KC, 
Letuka Molati, Lepeli Molapo, Kabelo 
Letuka and Napo Mafaesa. �e prosecution
is represented by Advocates Motene Ra-
foneke and Rethabile Setlojoane. �e trial 
continues before Justice ‘Maliepollo Mak-
hetha, with more witnesses expected to tes-
tify as the court seeks to establish the facts
surrounding the events that continue

to shape Lesotho’s legal and political dis-
course more than a decade later.
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Continues in Page 6

Govt pledges burial support, housing 
and counselling to Ha Maine family after 
deaths of two young children

By THOLOANA LESENYA

Deputy Prime Minister Justice Nth-
omeng Majara visited the home of 
Tšepo Maine in Ha Maine, Maf-

eteng, on �ursday to convey government’s 
condolences and assure the family that 
they would not face their devastating loss 
alone. �e two children, aged just two and 
four years, died under circumstances that 
continue to be investigated by police. �eir 
deaths have sparked widespread sorrow 

across Lesotho, with many Basotho strug-
gling to comprehend the tragedy.

Speaking during the visit, Justice Majara 
announced that government would take 
responsibility for the burial arrangements of 
the children, describing the incident as one 
of the most heartbreaking cases Lesotho 
has witnessed in recent years. She expressed 
deep sympathy to the grieving family, ac-

knowledging that the loss of two children 
at the same time was a burden no parent 
should ever have to bear. ‘‘�e pain this 
family is experiencing is unimaginable,’’ she 
said. ‘‘�is tragedy will leave emotional and 
psychological scars that may take years to 
heal.’’ Justice Majara noted that beyond
material assistance, the family would

�e Government of Lesotho has pledged funeral support, housing assistance, and 
psychological counselling to a Mafeteng family after two young siblings aged two 
and four died under circumstances that continue to be investigated by police.
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require extensive emotional and psycho-
logical support to help them navigate the 
di�cult period ahead. Addressing family 
members and community residents gath-
ered at the home, she said she was speaking 
not only on behalf of government but also 
as a mother who understands the profound 
anguish associated with losing a child.
‘‘�e pain this family is experiencing is un-
imaginable. �is tragedy will leave
emotional and psychological scars that may 
take years to heal.’’

Recognising the emotional toll of the
incident, she stressed the importance
of counselling and mental health support 
for all those a�ected, particularly the chil-
dren’s parents and close relatives.�e Dep-
uty Prime Minister further raised concerns 
regarding the mental state of the suspect 
linked to the case. She suggested that a 
psychiatric assessment should be conducted 
to determine whether the suspect was men-
tally �t at the time of the alleged o�ence. 
According to Justice Majara,
understanding the suspect’s mental
condition could assist the courts in estab-
lishing all relevant facts before
judgment is ultimately delivered.

‘‘Such an incident naturally raises questions 
about the state of mind of
the person involved,’’ she said, adding that 
a professional evaluation would help ensure 
justice is served appropriately. In addition 
to assisting with funeral arrangements, Jus-
tice Majara
revealed that government intends to
help the family construct a house.

S C A N  T O
O R D E R  O N L I N E

F A R M  F R E S H  ·  L E S O T H O  H I G H L A N D S

O R D E R  N O W

Continnued from Page 5 She indicated that the project could
be facilitated through the Disaster
Management Authority as part of
broader e�orts to support the bereaved 
household.

�e announcement was welcomed by com-
munity members who have been closely 
following developments surrounding the 
tragedy. Also present during the visit was 
the Minister of Gender, Youth and Social 
Development, Pitso Lesaoana, who de-
scribed the deaths as a national tragedy that 
would not easily fade from public memo-
ry. He said the circumstances had deeply 
a�ected many Basotho and highlighted the 
urgent need for emotional support services.
Lesaoana pledged that his ministry
would provide counselling to the
family to help them cope with the
trauma and grief. ‘‘�is is not something 
that can simply be forgotten,&quot; he 
said.’’ �e nature of what happened has 
touched the hearts of many people across 
the country.’’

He added that professional counselling 
would be essential in helping the family 
process their emotions and begin the long 
journey towards healing.
Member of Parliament for �aba-
Phechela Constituency, Mohau Hlalele, 
said residents of Ha Maine remained deeply 
shaken by the incident. According to him, 
the tragedy had cast a shadow over the 
entire community, with many villager still 
struggling to accept what happened. He 
commended government o�cials for per-
sonally
visiting the family and o�ering
practical support.
‘‘�e community is grateful that

government has come here to stand
with the family,’’ he said. ‘‘People are
deeply hurt by this tragedy, and such
support means a great deal.’’ In an emo-
tional account, the children’s father, Tšepo 
Maine, recounted the events leading up to 
the disappearance of his children. He ex-
plained that on 13 May 2026, he and his 
wife travelled to town, leaving the children 
in the care of a man who had been staying 
with them. According to Maine, the ar-
rangement was not unusual, as the suspect 
had looked after the children on previous
occasions. He said the suspect had
been living at his home because he
was mentoring him in traditional
healing practices.

However, when he and his wife returned 
home later that day, they immediately 
noticed something was wrong. Concerned 
about the whereabouts of the children, the
couple questioned the suspect. Maine said 
they were unable to obtain clear answers, 
triggering fears that something terrible had
happened. �e disappearance of the chil-
dren prompted concern within the com-
munity and eventually led to a police 
investigation. Police have con�rmed that 
investigations are ongoing and that e�orts 
to establish the full circumstances are con-
tinuing. As messages of sympathy continue
to pour in from across Lesotho, the deaths 
of the two young children have reignited 
conversations about child protection, men-
tal health awareness, and community
responsibility.

While the legal process unfolds, a commu-
nity mourns, a family struggles to come 
to terms with an unimaginable loss, and a 
nation waits for answers.
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France and Lesotho sign education MoU as
Alliance Française Maseru marks 45 years

By STAFF REPORTER

The Embassy of France to South 
Africa, Lesotho and Mala-
wi and Lesotho’s Ministry 

of Education and Training signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on 
Friday at the Alliance Française Mase-
ru, committing both governments to 
a sustained partnership in education, 
training, and scienti�c cooperation. 
�e declaration was signed by French 
Ambassador H.E. David Martinon and 
the Honourable Professor Ntoi Rapa-
pa, Minister of Education and Train-
ing, at a ceremony held at the Alliance 
Française premises opposite Lancers 
Inn in Maseru.

�e agreement establishes a frame-
work for collaboration across teacher 
training, promotion of the French 
language, early childhood education, 
technical and vocational education and 
training, higher education partner-
ships, academic mobility, and scienti�c 
research. It also commits both parties 
to expanding access to French language
and cultural programmes in Lesotho
and to creating new opportunities for
students, educators, and researchers
in both countries. ‘Both countries 
share a commitment to invest in ed-
ucation as a driver of sustainable de-
velopment, youth empowerment and 
international cooperation.’ �e MoU 

was framed by both governments as 
re�ecting a shared conviction that 
investment in education is a precondi-
tion for sustainable development and 
youth empowerment.

It builds on longstanding ties between
France and Lesotho and gives those
ties an institutional footing that pre-
vious cooperation arrangements had 
lacked.  �e signing was followed 
immediately by the o�cial launch of 
the Sesotho translation of Antoine de 
Saint-Exupéry’s Le Petit Prince, titled
Khosana e nyenyane. �e translation
was supported by the French Institute
of South Africa (IFAS) and the Eu-
ropean Union Delegation to Leso-
tho, and forms part of the Alliance 
Française Maseru’s 45th anniversary
programme.

One of the most widely translated
literary works in the world, Le Petit
Prince is now accessible to Basotho
readers in their mother tongue.
Organisers described the publication
as an a�rmation of Sesotho as a living
literary language and a symbol of what
cultural exchange between France and
Lesotho can produce. �e Alliance 
Française Maseru was established in 
1981 and has operated for four and a 
half decades as a bridge
between French and Basotho cultures.
Friday’s joint ceremony formed the
centrepiece of a broader 45th anniver-
sary programme spanning cultural and 
language events across the year.

France and Lesotho have formalised a broad framework for educational cooperation, 
signing a Memorandum of Understanding in Maseru on Friday — the same day the 
Alliance Française Maseru launched the �rst Sesotho translation of Le Petit Prince, 
marking the institution’s 45th anniversary.
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Continues in Page 11

Soldiers asked police about CID, Metsing and 
armoury keys during 2014 headquarters raid,
witness tells treason trial
Minister Lephema has now received two lessons in quick succession: one from the voters who de-
clined to follow him into battle, and another from his own party, which declined to follow him 
at all. At a certain age, lessons like these tend to arrive too late. �e RFP’s internal reckoning 
may yet prove otherwise.
By THOLOANA LESENYA

Sergeant Mokete Litulo, a state 
witness in the ongoing treason 
trial involving several high-pro-

�le political and military �gures, painted 
a vivid picture of the tense atmosphere 
that unfolded during the military op-
eration that remains one of the most 
debated events in Lesotho’s recent histo-
ry. Giving evidence before Justice ‘Ma-
liepollo Makhetha, Litulo said he was 
among police o�cers stationed at Police 
Headquarters in Maseru when members 
of the Lesotho Defence Force allegedly 
stormed the premises during the night of 

29 August and the early hours of 30
August 2014.
According to the witness, police o�cers 
who were gathered near a guardroom 
during the operation were subjected to a 
series of questions by armed soldiers. He 
testi�ed that the soldiers appeared par-
ticularly interested in matters relating to 
criminal investigations and senior politi-
cal �gures.
Among the questions posed, he said,
was who headed the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) and
who was responsible for investigating

high-ranking o�cials. �e witness
told the court that one of the names
speci�cally mentioned during the
questioning was that of Mothetjoa

Metsing, who is one of the accused in
the current trial. Litulo said the soldiers 
also wanted to know who was in posses-
sion of the keys to the police armoury. 
�e questioning then shifted to broad-
er political issues dominating national 
discourse at the time. �e witness said 
the soldiers asked whether police o�cers 
were aware that then Commissioner of 
Police Khothatso Tšooana, whom they 
allegedly referred to as a “recruit,” in-
tended to burn down the country. He 
further testi�ed that the soldiers ques-
tioned them about a letter reportedly 
written by Tšooana and the then Prime 
Minister seeking the dismissal of former 
army commander Lieutenant General 
Tlali Kamoli.

�e witness told the court that the
soldiers also accused Tšooana of violat-
ing the Constitution by allegedly send-
ing people to the o�ces of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions and the Attorney 
General with the intention of removing 
those o�ce holders.
“�ey were ordered to place the de-
ceased’s body inside the boot of a vehi-
cle. �e boot was too small. �ey were 
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Maseru DA tells communities that development 
is the duty of every Mosotho, not government 
alone

By LEMOHANG BOTSANE

Maseru District Administrator 
Ts’epo Lethobane has told 
community members that 

sustainable development cannot be 
achieved by government alone, and has 
called on residents across the district to 
take direct responsibility for progress 
in their villages and towns.
Speaking during a recent community
engagement, Lethobane said practical 
solutions to challenges such as poor 
roads, water shortages and youth un-
employment were within reach when 
communities participated in planning 
and decision-making alongside local 
leaders. 

“Development is not only the job of
government or leaders,” he said. “It is
the duty of every Mosotho. When we 
care for each other and join hands, we 
can solve many of the challenges we 
face in our villages and towns.” “Let us 
stop waiting for everything to be done 
for us. If we clean our surroundings,
protect public property, and support 
small local projects, we will see real 
change in our district.”

Lethobane also highlighted the impor-
tance of unity and mutual support, 
saying strong communities were built 

on trust, cooperation and respect. He 
urged families to teach children good 
values and to look out for vulnerable 
members of their communities, in-
cluding the elderly, orphans and peo-
ple living with disabilities.

He encouraged residents to attend
community meetings, share their
ideas and engage with local leaders,
and pledged that his o�ce would
continue to work closely with chiefs,
councillors and community groups to
ensure that government services
reached the people. “�e district
administration is committed to
listening to the concerns of the public
and turning those concerns into
action,” he said.
Community members who attended
the gathering welcomed the
message, with many saying they
agreed that development must begin
at home and that every resident has
a part to play. �e address comes as the
government encourages all districts
to promote community-led
development as part of national
e�orts to improve living conditions
and reduce poverty. Residents were
urged to remain united, support
government programmes and take

pride in building a better Maseru for
future generations.

�e Maseru District Administrator has called on communities to take an active role 
in development, warning that government alone cannot deliver sustainable progress 
and that real change begins when residents participate, cooperate and hold themselves 
accountable.
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Markets, Monetary policy &  the structural forces shaping Lesotho’s economy

Letshego Lesotho becomes first microfinance 
institution to offer savings and investment 
products

By STAFF REPORTER

Letshego Financial Services Le-
sotho launched its Savings and 
Investment product range in 

Maseru on 3 June 2026, marking what 
the company described as a strategic 
shift from its origins as a credit-only 
provider to a broader �nancial services 
partner for individuals and micro-en-
trepreneurs.
�e new o�ering comprises three
products: LetsGo SaveSmart, LetsGo
Flex, and LetsGo Fixed. All three are
available to individuals and businesses, 
carry a minimum deposit of M50.00 

(approx. USD 2.98) and require a 
minimum term of three months. �e 
company said the products were de-
signed to o�er competitive returns 
while remaining accessible to under-
served segments of the population.

Letshego Lesotho, which began
operations in September 2012 and has
grown to more than 7,500 customers,
said the launch aligned with national
priorities to promote a savings culture
and strengthen economic partici-
pation. Products will be available 

through branches in Maseru, Leribe, 
Butha-Buthe, Mafeteng, and Mo-
hale’s Hoek, as well as through digital 
channels including a Digital Mall, 
WhatsApp, and USSD.

‘True �nancial inclusion is achieved 
when people have the tools to both 
access and grow their money.’ — Sel-
loane Tsike, Chief Executive, Letshego
Financial Services Lesotho Selloane 
Tsike, Chief Executive of Letshego 
Financial Services Lesotho, said the 
launch represented a turning point for 
the organisation. She said many Ba-
sotho had historically been limited to 
borrowing when engaging with formal 
�nancial services, and that the new 
products would give

customers the means to build assets,
plan for future goals such as education, 
home ownership, and retirement, and 
strengthen their �nancial resilience.

NEW SAVINGS AND INVEST-
MENT
PRODUCTS
PRODUCT DESCRIPTION
LetsGo SaveSmart Flexible savings for indi-

viduals and businesses
LetsGo Flex Accessible savings with 

�exible terms
LetsGo Fixed Fixed-term investment; 

minimum 3-month term
Source: Letshego Financial Services 
Lesotho.
Minimum deposit equivalent to ap-
prox. USD 2.98 at current rates.

Letshego Financial Services Lesotho
said customers could visit any branch
or its digital platforms to �nd out 
more. Further information is available 
at letshego.com/lesotho.

Letshego Financial Services Lesotho has launched three savings and investment products, becoming the �rst
micro�nance institution in the country to o�er customers the opportunity to save and invest alongside accessing 
credit.
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forced to position the body in a seated
posture and bend the knees in order to 
make it �t.”

�roughout the encounter, Litulo said
the soldiers maintained control of the
situation while carrying weapons. He
described them as dressed in military
uniform and armed. According to his
testimony, some of the soldiers attempt-
ed to conceal their identities.
While some wore hats pulled down
over their faces, others used scarves
to cover parts of their faces, making
identi�cation di�cult.

�e witness also recounted one of
the most disturbing moments of that
night. He told the court that at one
stage, he and another police o�cer
were instructed to move the body of
the late Sub-Inspector Mokheseng
Ramahloko, who had been shot during 
the operation. Litulo described the task 
as emotionally traumatic. �ey were 
ordered to place the body inside the boot 
of a vehicle, but the boot was too small 
to accommodate it in a normal position. 
As a result, he said, they were forced to 
position the body in a seated posture and 
bend the knees to make it �t inside the 
vehicle.

S C A N  T O
O R D E R  O N L I N E

F A R M  F R E S H  ·  L E S O T H O  H I G H L A N D S

O R D E R  N O W

Ramahloko’s death remains one of
the central issues in the case and is
among the charges facing the accused 
persons.

Litulo further testi�ed that after several 
hours, police o�cers who had been de-
tained during the operation were eventu-
ally released and allowed to return home. 
However, their release came with strict 
warnings. According to the witness, the 
soldiers instructed them not to switch 
o� their mobile phones and warned that 
they would be
contacted whenever required and
were expected to remain reachable
at all times.

�e witness said the warning was
accompanied by threats. According
to his testimony, the soldiers allegedly 
warned that failure to answer calls or 
make themselves available when needed 
could result in their deaths. Litulo also 
told the court that the soldiers allegedly 
threatened to bomb the main building 
of Police Headquarters.

�e accused include former Deputy
Prime Minister and LCD leader Moth-
etjoa Metsing, MEC leader and current 
Minister of Agriculture Selibe
Mochoboroane, former Lesotho Defence 
Force Commander Lieutenant General 
Tlali Kamoli, Litekanyo Nyakane, Mot-

loheloa Ntsane and Leutsoa Motsieloa. 
All have pleaded not guilty to charges 
including treason, murder, attempted 
murder, aggravated assault and conduct 
creating a risk of injury or death.

Among the charges facing all accused 
persons are the murder of Sub-Inspector 
Ramahloko and the attempted mur-
der of Letsekang Mothibeli. Additional 
charges of treason, attempted murder 
of Police Constable Moeketsi and the 
alleged assault of Sub-Inspector Joel are 
directed speci�cally at Kamoli, Nyakane, 
Metsing and
Mochoboroane. �e prosecution
alleges that the accused acted in
pursuit of a shared and common
purpose together with the late Tefo
Hashatsi, Bulane Sechele, Tumo
Lekhooa and other persons whose
identities remain unknown to
prosecutors. �e defence team comprises 
Advocates Motiea Teele KC, Letuka Mo-
lati, Lepeli Molapo, Kabelo Letuka and 
Napo Mafaesa. �e prosecution is rep-
resented by Advocates Motene Rafoneke 
and Rethabile Setlojoane.

As the trial continues, the court is
expected to hear further testimony
from witnesses whose accounts may
shed more light on the events that
unfolded during one of the most turbu-
lent chapters in Lesotho’s political and 

Continnued from Page 8
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Markets, Monetary policy &  the structural forces shaping Lesotho’s economy

Finance and Insurance is Lesotho’s 
fastest-growing industry, analysis 
finds

By STAFF REPORTER

Finance and Insurance recorded 
the largest year-over-year in-
crease of any industry in Leso-

tho’s economy between Q3 2024 and 
Q3 2025, according to an analysis of 
quarterly national accounts data pub-
lished by the Bureau of Statistics Leso-
tho. �e analysis, conducted by busi-
ness services �rm DPHK Consulting, 
ranked industries by their year-over-
year percentage change in real GDP, 
measured in million Maloti at constant 
2012 prices. Finance and Insurance 
posted a 9.7% increase, rising from 
an estimated M1.02 billion (approx. 
USD 60.7 million) in Q3 2024 to 
M1.12 billion (approx. USD 66.7 mil-
lion) in Q3 2025.

Manufacturing ranked second with
growth of 7.4%, from M589 million 
to M633 million, while Education and
Health placed third, up 7.2%, from
M165 million to M177 million. Public
Administration and Information and
Communication rounded out the top
�ve, growing 6.8% and 5.8% respec-
tively. ‘�e industry breakdown shows
where that growth is really coming 
from. Finance and insurance, manufac-
turing, and education and health were 
the strongest contributors in the lat-
est �gures.’Lesotho’s overall real GDP 
expanded by 3.6% in Q3 2025, with 
ten of the �fteen industries covered 
recording positive growth. Electricity 

and Water, Hotels and Restaurants, 
and Other
Services were among the weaker per-
formers in the period.
FASTEST-GROWING INDUSTRIES 
IN LESOTHO — Q3 2024 TO Q3 
2025

RANK INDUSTRY Q3 2024 
(EST.)

Q3 2025 CHANGE

#1 Finance & Insurance M1.02bn M1.12bn 9.7%

#2 Manufacturing M589m M633m 7.4%

#3 Education and Health M165m

#4 Public Administration M837m

#5 Information and 
Communication

M295m

#6 Construction M201m

#7 Transport and Storage M104m

#8 Wholesale and Retail 
Trade

M382m

#9 Real Estate M308m

#10 Agriculture, Forestry, 
Fishing

M349m

Source: Bureau of Statistics Lesotho, 
Quarterly
National Accounts Q3 2025. Real 
GDP in million
Maloti at constant 2012 prices. Q3 
2024 figures
estimated from published percentage 
changes.
Analysis by DPHK Consulting.

The DPHK analysis excluded ag-
gregate totals and adjustment lines 
from its rankings, including the “All 
industries at basic prices” and “GDP 
seasonally adjusted” lines. The under-
lying data is drawn from the Bureau 
of Statistics Lesotho’s Quarterly Na-
tional Accounts Third Quarter 2025 
report.

A new analysis of Bureau of Statistics data has ranked Finance and Insurance as 
Lesotho’s fastest-growing industry, with real GDP in the sector rising 9.7% year 
over year to Q3 2025, as the broader economy expanded by 3.6% in the same 
quarter.
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Lesotho produces 10% of its potatoes and
imports $64m in grain from South Africa as
minister warns food import bill is outpacing
production
Lesotho produces just ten percent of its own potato needs and imports more than 
236,000 tonnes of grain from South Africa each year, as the Minister of Agricul-
ture calls for urgent commercialisation of the sector and warns that the country’s 
food import bill is growing faster than its capacity to produce.

BY Staff Reporter

Lesotho’s Minister of Agriculture,
Food Security and Nutrition, 
Selibe

Mochoboroane, has used the com-
memoration of International Potato 
Day to lay bare the scale of the coun-
try’s agricultural underperformance, 
revealing that national potato produc-
tion meets only ten percent of do-
mestic demand and that the country 
continues to import the overwhelming 

majority of its basic food requirements 
from South Africa.

Speaking at the event held in
Maseru, Mochoboroane said Leso-
tho’s annual potato demand stood at 
132,000 metric tonnes, while local 
production averaged only 13,200 met-
ric tonnes per year. �e shortfall was 
being met through imports, costing 
the country M69 million annually on 

potatoes alone, with a government 
target to reach 25,000 metric tonnes of 
domestic
production by the 2026/2027 season.
&quot;Agriculture remains central to
addressing these challenges,&quot; the
minister said. &quot;In Lesotho, the 
potato has emerged as one of the most
promising agricultural commodities
with strong potential to drive value
chain development and agro-
industrial growth.’’

SOUTH AFRICA CEREAL EX-
PORTS TO LESOTHO (2024)
Maize (corn)
$34.15m 2024
Wheat and meslin
$22.12m 2024
Rice
$8.08m 2024
Total cereals
$64.71m 2024
Source: UN COMTRADE / Trading 
Economics, April 2026

�e potato de�cit is symptomatic of a
broader structural dependence. Leso-
tho imported an estimated 236,000 
tonnes of grain in 2024, with maize 
and wheat imports from South Afri-
ca remaining the largest categories. 
South Africa’s total exports to Lesotho 
reached $1.47
billion in 2024, and analysts tracking
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the corridor have noted that maize
�our and yellow maize are among the
fastest-growing import categories,
with growth rates exceeding 40
percent, re�ecting Lesotho’s
deepening reliance on its neighbour
for food security.

South Africa’s own maize production
outlook o�ers Lesotho some reas-
surance of supply continuity. �e 
2025/26 marketing season is projected 
at approximately 15.6 million tonnes, 
a 3.88 percent increase on the previous 
season,
with domestic demand stable at
around 11.8 million tonnes. Between
April 2025 and January 2026, South
Africa exported 69,236 tonnes of
white maize to Lesotho, representing
9.82 percent of total white maize
exports for that period.
“Lesotho continues to export wool and 
mohair largely in raw form, exposing 
the sector to risks such as the recent
Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak. 
Domestic processing and value ad-
dition would help create jobs, retain 
more
value within the country, and strength-
en economic resilience.” But guaran-
teed supply from the south is not the 
same as food sovereignty. 

Agricultural products contribute six
percent to Lesotho’s GDP, with wool
and mohair accounting for �ve per-
centage points of that contribution. 

�e minister warned that even these 
traditional export strengths were under 
pressure, noting that a recent Foot and 
Mouth Disease outbreak had disrupted 
wool and mohair exports and exposed 
the vulnerability of selling unprocessed
commodities into the international
market.

Approximately 75 percent of Lesotho’s 
total land area is considered suitable 
for agricultural production, and the 
country’s irrigation potential is esti-
mated at
112,500 hectares, yet just over 20
percent of farmers are equipped for
irrigation. �e average farm size is
1.3 hectares, with only 11 percent of
farming households owning more
than three hectares. �ese structural
constraints, rather than a lack of
suitable land, drive the production
de�cit.

Mochoboroane said the shortage of
quality seed potato was one of the
major challenges a�ecting the sector
and that signi�cant progress was
being made towards establishing a
sustainable local seed production
system with support from interna-
tional partners. �e government’s plan 
to increase potatoproduction by ten 
percent annually over �ve years would 
require
resource mobilisation that had not yet
been fully secured.

South African companies have shown 
interest in the gap. Alpha Farms and 

Denmar Estates have previously part-
nered with Lesotho farmers to produce 
vegetables and fruit for the Lesotho, 
South African and European markets, 
taking advantage of the country’s ele-
vation, good soil quality, and the fact 
that
Lesotho’s fruit ripens earlier than in
other southern hemisphere countries,
o�ering a seasonal arbitrage
opportunity for regional supply
chains.

South Africa’s own agricultural per-
formance provides a reference point 
for what Lesotho’s highlands could 
produce under sustained investment. 
South Africa’s Department of Agricul-
ture reported in March 2026 that the 
sector had
recorded 17.4 percent growth and its
strongest export performance since
before the pandemic, driven by market 
diversi�cation into the Philippines, 
China and European markets. Lesotho 
lacks an equivalent plan at scale.

For now, the trajectory of Lesotho’s
agricultural trade with South Africa
points in one direction: more imports,
rising food costs, and a widening gap
between what the highlands can
grow and what the market demands.
Whether the International Potato Day
commitments translate into the invest-
ment, infrastructure and institutional 
reform needed to close that gap is a 
question the sector will be watching 
closely through the planting season 
ahead.

S C A N  T O
O R D E R  O N L I N E
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Snow on the mountain, poverty in the valley
Every June, the world turns to marvel at Lesotho’s rare alpine winter. Every June, Lesotho 
watches the money walk back across the border.
By Editorial

Every winter, a quiet spectacle plays 
out across the Maloti highlands. 
South Africans press their faces to 

car windows as they cross into Lesotho, 
stunned by what greets them: a white, 
snow-draped landscape that has no busi-
ness existing this far south on the African 
continent. �ey photograph it. �ey post 
it. �ey tell their friends. And then, over-
whelmingly, they go home. �e money 
goes with them. �is is the central failure 
of Lesotho’s relationship with its most
extraordinary natural endowment.

�e Kingdom of the Sky sits on one of 
the most improbable gifts that geography 
has bestowed upon any African nation. It 
is the only country on earth whose entire 
territory lies above 1,000 metres. Its high-
lands receive reliable snowfall each winter. 
It hosts the only ski resort in sub-Saharan 
Africa south of the Sahara’s eastern fringe. 
None of this has
translated into the economic transforma-
tion it should. �e numbers do not �atter 
us. Tourism’s total contribution to

Lesotho’s GDP has long hovered around 
5.5 percent, with projections that it might 
reach 6.1 percent by 2024 only if recovery 
from the pandemic held course. Lesotho’s 
international tourism receipts as a per-
centage of GDP sit at approximately 2.5 
percent, according to World Bank-tracked 
�gures. In a country whose nominal GDP 
sat at roughly $2.1 billion in 2023, that 
represents a sector punching far below its 
weight in an economy that can ill a�ord 
underperforming pillars.

Now compare this to nations that faced 
similar constraints and chose di�erently.
TOURISM AS A SHARE OF GDP: 
LESOTHO VS COMPARABLE ECON-
OMIES
Rwanda Landlocked, mountainous, com-
parable size
9.8%
Bhutan Small mountain kingdom, 
high-value model
5–10%
Lesotho Sole alpine ski destination in 
sub-Saharan Africa

~5.5%
Sources: WTTC Economic Impact Re-
search 2024; Rwanda Development Board; 
Bhutan National Statistical Bureau 2024; 
WTTC Lesotho data
Rwanda, a landlocked, mountainous,
post-con�ict country with none of
Lesotho’s alpine uniqueness, earned
9.8 percent of its GDP from tourism
in 2024, according to the World
Travel and Tourism Council. 

�at �gure is not an accident. It is the 
fruit of deliberate, relentless national
strategy: an international airline
anchored in Kigali, purpose-built
convention infrastructure, premium
gorilla trekking permits priced to
maximise revenue per visitor, and an
aggressive global brand built around
the promise of safety and sophistication. 
Rwanda welcomed 1.48 million interna-
tional visitors in 2024 and generated over 
$579 million in revenue. It treats tourism 
as a strategic industry. Lesotho treats it as a 
weather phenomenon.

Bhutan, the Himalayan kingdom to
which Lesotho is often compared,
contributes between �ve and ten
percent of its GDP through tourism
and does so on a deliberately controlled, 
high-value model that charges a daily 
Sustainable Development Fee precisely to 
ensure that every visitor leaves signi�cant 
revenue behind. Bhutan’s hotels and
restaurants sector grew by over 50
percent in 2023 alone, the single
largest driver of its economic expansion 
that year. It is not lucky. It made choices.
“Lesotho is the only country in sub-Sa-
haran Africa where a visitor can ski. �at 
sentence, deployed correctly, is worth
hundreds of millions of maloti. It remains 
largely undeployed.”

One ski resort. One slope. One season. 
One failure of imagination. Afriski Moun-
tain Resort, perched at 3,222 metres on 
Mahlasela Pass in Butha-Buthe district, is 
Lesotho’s �agship winter attraction. At full 
capacity it accommodates approximately 
320 people. Its skiable terrain covers 1.8 

Continues to  Page 16
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kilometres across six trails. �e resort has 
built a recognisable lifestyle brand, and its 
85 percent booking rate during the season 
attests to the appetite. But appetite is not 
the same as strategic capture.

�e structural failure is one Lesotho’s
planners acknowledge but have not
solved: the overwhelming majority of
international arrivals in pre-pandemic
years were South Africans, and of those, 
the dominant purpose was visiting friends 
and family, not leisure tourism. �e pat-
tern is of day-trippers and weekend visi-
tors who drive to Afriski, spend Saturday 
on the slopes, sleep at most one night in 
Lesotho accommodation, and return. 

Every rand spent on accommodation,
food and activities in South Africa en
route is a rand that does not contribute to 
Lesotho’s GDP. We host the snow. South 
Africa’s Clarens, Drakensberg lodges and 
Free State guesthouses host the spending.
A 2026 international report on snow and 
mountain tourism identi�es Lesotho as an 
emerging ski destination alongside Moroc-
co, India and Turkey. �e global industry 
is noticing what we have. Our policymak-
ers have been slower on the uptake. �e 
infrastructure indictment. Canada’s gov-
ernment travel advisories note plainly that 
tourist
facilities are limited in Lesotho and that 
there are few gas stations outside of cities 
and large towns. �is is the paragraph that 
should shame every successive Ministry of 
Tourism.

When the Government of Canada’s
advisory to its own citizens serves as
a more accurate audit of our tourism
infrastructure than our own development 
plans, something has gone profoundly 
wrong. �e Lesotho Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation collects statistics 
monthly from accommodation providers, 
attraction operators and tour companies. 
What those statistics do not show is a 
parallel infrastructure of mid-range lodges 
along the highland tourist circuit, a reli-
able road network capable of sustaining 
winter tourist volumes, a domestical-
ly-owned tour operator industry of scale, 
or a national airline
strategy that makes Lesotho a destination 
rather than a transit corridor. 

Moshoeshoe I International Airport pro-
cesses visitors for South Africa, not for 
Lesotho. �e levy of R100 per person
introduced at entry points from April

2024 is, in isolation, a sensible mechanism 
to channel visitor spend into national 
tourism marketing. But a levy is a tax on 
the visitor. �e deeper work is building the 
product that justi�es far greater expendi-
ture long before and long after the border 
post.
What deliberate nations have done. Rwan-
da’s lesson is not that it had better geogra-
phy. It is that it built an institution, Rwan-
da Development Board, with a mandate, 
a budget and accountability for growing 
tourism revenue. In 2023 Rwanda earned 
$620 million from tourism, a 36 percent 
increase on 2022. Tourism employment in 
Rwanda reached nearly 386,000 jobs by 
2024.
Bhutan went in a di�erent direction
but with equal intentionality. Facing the 
ecological fragility of a small Himalayan 
state, it chose quality over volume, cap-
ping arrivals and charging a premium per 
visitor that subsidises conservation and 
community bene�t. Hotels and restaurants 
now contribute the single largest growth 
segment to its economy. 

�e lesson is not the fee; it is the philos-
ophy that a small mountain country can 
shape the terms on which the world visits 
it rather than being grateful for whatev-
er arrives. Lesotho has neither pursued 
Rwanda’s volume-and-value growth nor 
Bhutan’s value-over-volume premium 
model. It has largely waited. �e snow 
itself will not save us. �ere is a compla-
cency that attaches itself to remarkable 
natural endowment. �e assumption, half- 
conscious and never stated, that the snow 
will do the marketing, that the mountains 
will sell themselves. �e
Swiss Alps are extraordinary. So is Swiss 
hospitality infrastructure, Swiss rail con-
nectivity to every ski village, Swiss pricing 
discipline and Swiss insistence that the 
visitor experience is complete from arrival 
to departure. 

�e alps did not build Switzerland.
Switzerland built an industry around
the alps. Lesotho’s Maloti mountains are
genuinely, spectacularly unusual in
the African context. �e snow arrives
every year. �e pony trekking routes
through highland villages o�er a cultural 
experience that money cannot replicate 
elsewhere on this continent. Sehlabathebe 
National  Park now has new road access as 
of 2025 that should transform visitation.
Sani Pass draws adventure travellers who 
arrive primed for an authentic experience. 
None of these assets are connected to each 
other by a tourism product. �ey are dots 
without a line. “Our visitors come from 
the

most tourism-infrastructure-rich country 
in sub-Saharan Africa. �ey know what 
good
looks like. We have been o�ering them 
scenery and hoping it is enough.”

A programme for seriousness. �is editori-
al does not pretend that a single article will 
compel a government to act where decades 
of audits and development plans have not. 
But it insists on naming the failure so that 
citizens, private investors and regional 
partners understand what is being squan-
dered
each winter. �e minimum viable serious-
ness looks like this: a targeted lodge
development incentive along the highland 
circuit linking Afriski to Sani Pass to Se-
hlabathebe, �nanced through a combina-
tion of government-backed guarantees and 
private investment, that doubles overnight 
capacity for winter tourists within �ve 
years. A renegotiated air access strategy at 
Moshoeshoe I that treats the airport as a 
tourism gateway, not merely a domestic
connector. 

A Lesotho highland tourism brand, owned 
and marketed by the state with private sec-
tor funding, deployed in Johannesburg,
Cape Town, London and Nairobi. A
minimum length-of-stay expectation
built into tour operator packages, reward-
ed with reduced levies. And an honest 
accounting, published annually by the 
Bureau of Statistics and debated in par-
liament, of how much the sector earned 
versus how
much it left on the table. �is winter, as 
it does each year, Lesotho’s snow will �ll 
South Africans with wonder and our social 
media feeds with beautiful images. �e
wonder is free. �e images are free.
�e opportunity to convert that
wonder into sustained national

prosperity is not unlimited. Geography 
has given us an asset that neighbouring 
nations can only envy. History will judge 
whether we chose to build an industry or 
merely
enjoy the view.

�is editorial represents the position of
the Lesotho Tribune. GDP and tourism
contribution �gures draw on World Travel 
and Tourism Council Economic Impact 
Research, World Bank data, Rwanda De-
velopment Board annual reports, Bhutan’s 
National Statistical Bureau 2024 Nation-
al Accounts, and published comparative 
analysis. �e Tribune urges the Bureau 
of Statistics and the Ministry of Tourism 
to publish a current, standalone tourism 
satellite

Continnued from Page 15
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African airlines earn $1.30 a passenger as
industry meets in Johannesburg to confront 
the continent’s profitability crisis
African airlines are forecast to earn just $1.30 per passenger in 2026, against a global 
average of $7.90, as industry leaders meeting in Johannesburg call for deeper regional 
cooperation, liberalised airspace, and coordinated policy to rescue a continent whose 
aviation demand is rising faster than its airlines can pro�t from it.

BY Staff Reporter

Africa’s aviation leaders
gathered in Johannesburg last 
month

for the 14th Aviation Stakeholders
Convention, jointly hosted by the
African Airlines Association (AFRAA)
and South African Airways (SAA),
under the theme “Resilient African
Aviation: Partnerships, Empowerment, 
Pro�tability.” �e three-day event drew 
more than 500 delegates from airlines, 
regulators, airport authorities, �nanciers 
and technology �rms across nearly 50 
countries.

�e convention was opened by South 
Africa’s Minister of Transport, Barbara 

Creecy, who underscored her govern-
ment’s commitment to positioning 
South Africa and the continent as a 
leading force in global aviation. Her 
remarks carried particular weight in a 
region where the aviation sector faces 
structural pressures that risk undermin-
ing the passenger growth gains of recent 
years.

�e central tension framing the
Johannesburg gathering was one
familiar to any observer of African
aviation: a continent whose air travel
demand is growing faster than almost
anywhere else in the world, yet whose 
airlines remain among the least pro�ta-

ble on the planet.

$1.30
NET PROFIT PER
PASSENGER
Africa 2026 (forecast)
$7.90
NET PROFIT PER
PASSENGER
Global average 2026
$200m
COLLECTIVE NET
PROFIT
All African airlines 2026
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Source: IATA / AFRAA Aviation Stake-
holders Convention, Johannesburg, 
May 2026

Africa’s carriers are collectively forecast 
to generate a net pro�t of just $200 
million in 2026, representing a mar-
gin of $1.30 per passenger. �e global 
average stands at $7.90 per passenger, 
according to �gures cited at the conven-
tion by IATA Regional Vice President 
for Africa and the Middle East, Kamil 
Al-Awadhi. “Africa’s aviation sector 
stands at a pivotal moment.
Rising demand is real. �e structural 
barriers constraining pro�tability are
equally real.”

Industry executives at the convention
identi�ed a cluster of interrelated
causes for the pro�tability gap:
multiple and inconsistent regulatory
frameworks across African states,
high jet fuel costs relative to global
benchmarks, thin route economics on
intra-African corridors, and slow
progress in implementing the Single
African Air Transport Market
(SAATM), the continent-wide air
liberalisation framework adopted in
principle at the African Union level
but unevenly rati�ed and applied by
member states. For Southern Africa 
speci�cally, the debate has direct im-
plications for smaller economies that 
depend on a handful of regional carriers 
for connectivity. Lesotho, served
primarily by Airlink out of Maseru’s

Moshoeshoe I International Airport,
sits at the narrow end of the pro�ta-
bility distribution: a thin-route mar-
ket where the economics of scheduled 
service are perpetually marginal and 
where any deterioration in the broader 
regional aviation environment translates 
quickly into reduced frequency or out-
right route suspension.

�e SAA-Kenya Airways partnership,
in operation since 2021, was cited at
the convention as a model for the
kind of bilateral commercial cooper-
ation that can improve viability on 
shared routes. �e arrangement has 
allowed both carriers to share tra�c be-
tween their Johannesburg and Nairobi 
hubs, and South Africa’s reciprocal re-
moval of visa requirements for Kenyan 
travellers was credited with generating 
the additional demand needed to make

the partnership commercially mean-
ingful. Airlink, Southern Africa’s most 
active regional carrier, announced
separately in May that it would launch
the �rst non-stop service between
Cape Town and Zanzibar in October
2026, operating the route with its new
Embraer E195-E2 aircraft. �e airline
took delivery of its �rst E195-E2 in
January 2026. �e aircraft, con�gured 
for 136 passengers in a two-by-two 
cabin layout, o�ers meaningfully lower 
seat-mile costs than the older Embraer 
135s that form the backbone of the 
airline’s regional �eet, and analysts have 
suggested that the new type could
improve the economics of thinner

routes across the SADC region.

�e pro�tability challenge raised at the 
Johannesburg convention is compound-
ed by the external environment facing 
Southern African aviation in mid-2026. 
Oil price volatility, trade disruption 
from ongoing tari� disputes, and a 
wave of �ight cancellations linked to 
civil unrest in South Africa have each 
added to the operational uncertainty 
facing carriers operating in the sub-re-
gion. For Lesotho, whose inbound tour-
ism and business travel depends almost 
entirely on the reliability of connections 
through OR Tambo International Air-
port in Johannesburg, disruption at the 
South African end of any route is not 
an abstraction. 

When South African aviation catches a 
cold, as the convention’s economists
noted, smaller connected markets
develop pneumonia. �e AFRAA con-
vention’s three-day programme ad-
dressed the pro�tability gap through 
high-level plenaries, panel discussions,
masterclasses and bilateral business
sessions. �e back-to-back staging
of the 3rd African Aviation Safety and
Operations Summit from 19 to 20
May added a regulatory and safety
dimension to the proceedings,
re�ecting the growing consensus that
�nancial sustainability and operational 
safety are mutually reinforcing rather 
than competing priorities. �e next ma-
jor gathering for the southern African 
aviation industry will be AERO South 
Africa, scheduled at.
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The silence they leave behind

By Staff Reporter

There is a particular kind of si-
lence that settles over a house-
hold the morning after someone 

has gone. Not the silence of sleep, or of 
early rising, or of a house simply at rest. 
It is a silence with a shape to it. �e 
shape of a person who was here and is 
no longer here, and who may not come 
back for a very long time. If they come 
back at all. Lesotho knows this silence 
intimately. It has known it for genera-
tions. Long before any researcher put a 
number to it, before any Afrobarometer 
survey asked the question in a struc-
tured way and recorded the
answer on a spreadsheet, the country 
had already been living the reality that 

the spreadsheet now con�rms: nearly 
half of all Basotho have considered leav-
ing. Among young people, the �gure is 
56
percent. Among those with post-sec-
ondary education, the people a nation 
builds itself with, the �gure rises to 
62 percent. And of those who want to 
leave, 72 percent name South Africa as 
their destination.

�ese are not people who hate Lesotho. 
�at is important to say plainly, because 
the conversation about emigration in 
this country too often collapses into 
accusation: those who leave are disloyal, 
ungrateful, weak in their love of home. 

�at framing is not only unfair. It is a 
way of avoiding the harder question,
which is not why are they leaving but
what are we failing to build that makes 
leaving feel like the only rational an-
swer?
“�ey are not leaving because they do 
not love this country. 

�ey are leaving because they love their 
children more than they love the idea 
of staying.” I want to tell you about a 
young woman I will call Palesa, because
that is not her name and she did not
ask to be written about, but her story
is the kind of story that sits behind
the statistics and gives them weight.

Palesa �nished her degree at the Na-
tional University of Lesotho two years 
ago. She graduated with honours. She 
spent eight months applying for work 
in Maseru, in every sector she could 
�nd a door into. She received polite 
rejections, or silence,
or the particular cruelty of the promise 
that we will be in touch that is never 
kept.

She is in Johannesburg now. She found 
work within three weeks of arriving. 
She sends money home every month. 
She is building something, carefully and 
with
discipline, and when I ask her whether 
she thinks about coming back she is 
quiet for a moment before she says: one 
day. Not now. Maybe one day. One day 
is not a plan. One day is what people 
say when they are not ready to say never 
but cannot honestly say soon.

What strikes me about Palesa’s story, 
and about the hundreds of  stories like 

Nearly half of all Basotho say they have considered leaving. Among the educated, the young, and those 
with the most to give, the �gure is higher still. �is is not a statistic. It is a quiet verdict on what home 
has become.

Continues in Page 20
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hers that play out quietly across this 
country every year, is that the decision 
to leave is almost never made in a single 
dramatic moment. It is made in accu-
mulation. It is made in the thirty-sec-
ond unanswered job
application, and the electricity that 
goes out for the third time this week, 
and the road that has been waiting for 
repair since before anyone can clearly 
remember, and the conversation at a 
family gathering where the uncles speak 
of their time on the mines in South 
Africa with a
mixture of pride and something else,
something that is not quite shame but
lives in the same neighbourhood.
�e mines. 

�at is the original text from which 
every subsequent chapter of Basotho 
migration is written. For well over a 
century, young men from these moun-
tains have crossed the border to dig 
what South Africa needed dug, and re-
turned with wages and with something 
harder to name: a calibration of what 
the world
outside looks like, what it pays, what it 
demands, and what it o�ers in return. 
�at knowledge has been passed down. 
It has not made Basotho love South Af-
rica. It has made them pragmatic about 
it.
“One day is not a plan. One day is what 

people say when they are not ready to 
say never but cannot honestly say
soon.” Pragmatism is not disloyalty. 

A person who chooses to feed their 
family by crossing a border is not mak-
ing a political statement. �ey are mak-
ing a human one. And governments 
that respond to this human statement 
by moralising about national duty to 
people who cannot �nd work are not 
solving the problem. �ey are insult-
ing the people who have the problem. 
�e Lesotho government, to its credit, 
has begun to acknowledge migration as 
something to be managed rather than 
shamed. Bilateral labour agreements 
have been pursued. �e United Na-
tions country team has framed managed 
migration as a legitimate development 
pathway, drawing the
parallel to Moshoeshoe I himself, who 
understood that survival sometimes 
required strategic movement and the 
formation of new alliances. �ese are 
reasonable, adult responses to a struc-
tural reality.

But managed migration and retained
talent are not the same ambition. One 
accepts the out�ow and attempts to 
channel it. �e other asks whether the 
conditions that generate the out�ow 
can be changed. Both matter. �e sec-
ond is harder, and it is the one this 
country has struggled to pursue with 
the consistency and urgency the num-

bers demand.
Youth unemployment in Lesotho was
24.7 percent in 2025. �at is the
o�cial �gure, the measured, document-
ed, internationally comparable �gure. 
�e lived experience suggests the real 
number is considerably higher once
discouraged workers are accounted
for. �ese are not abstract percentages. 
�ey are mornings. �ey are people 
getting up and
having nowhere to go that will value 
what they have to o�er. I am not writ-
ing this column to condemn anyone 
who has left, or who is thinking of leav-
ing. I am writing it because the silence 
that
follows their departure is a message,
and messages that are not read do
not stop arriving. �ey accumulate
until they become something louder
than silence: the gradual hollowing of
a country’s most capable generation,
the slow drain of the people who
might, under di�erent circumstances,
have been the ones to build the thing

that would have made others want to
stay. Palesa knows this. She does not
speak of it with bitterness. She speaks 
of it with the careful, considered resig-
nation of someone who has made peace 
with a choice she did not want to have 
to make. She would have preferred to 
stay. She chose, instead, to build. �at
those two things were incompatible is
not her failure. It is ours.
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Almost one in three children in Lesotho is in
child labour as journalists are trained to treat
the crisis with the urgency of any other crime

By LEMOHANG BOTSANE

Journalists in Lesotho have been 
called on to do more to expose child 
labour, forced labour, and human 

tra�cking through careful and responsible 
reporting, as new �gures reveal that 9,259 
children in the country are currently en-
gaged in child labour, representing a child 
labour rate of 31.9 percent.
�e call was made during a two-day
media training workshop held in
Maseru this week, organised by World 
Vision International Lesotho together with 
the Media Institute of Southern Africa 
(MISA) Lesotho. �e training formed part 
of the Accelerating Action for the Elimina-
tion of Child Labour and
Forced Labour (AECFL) Project,
funded by the European Union.

�e workshop aimed to equip journalists 
with skills and knowledge to investigate 
and report on cases of tra�cking, child 
labour and forced labour, while protecting 
the dignity and safety of children and other 
victims in the course of their
reporting.

CHILD LABOUR IN LESOTHO
Girls in child labour
4,685
Boys in child labour
4,574
Total in child labour
9,259 31.9%
Children in economic activity
21.1%
Source: Ministry of Labour and Employ-
ment, presented at World Vision / MISA 
Lesotho workshop, Maseru

Speaking at the training, MISA
Lesotho Acting National Director and
investigative journalist Nicole Tau
said ethical journalism was critical
when reporting on vulnerable people
such as children. &quot;Journalists must
always follow ethical rules,&quot; Tau said.
‘‘If we do not, we can lose the trust of
the public. Victims may be afraid to
speak, and people with information
may refuse to help. Our job is to be
accurate, fair, and sensitive at all
times.’’

“Child labour is a crime. It deserves the 
same serious attention and justice as any
other crime. Many of these cases happen 
every day, but people do not know about
them.” Mathabang Kose, coordinator of
World Vision’s AECFL Project, told

journalists that the media had a

signi�cant role to play in ending child
labour. “Child labour is a crime,” she
said. “It deserves the same serious
attention and justice as any other
crime. Many of these cases happen
every day, but people do not know
about them. We are asking journalists to 
help expose what is happening so we can 
bring change.” Inspector Nthabiseng Letsie 
of the Ministry of Labour and Employment 
presented the �gures to the
workshop, noting that the 31.9
percent child labour rate meant that
almost one in every three children in
Lesotho was working instead of
focusing on school. A further 21.1
percent of children were involved in
some form of economic activity to
assist their families.
For workshop participant Lerato
Lebakae, the training reshaped her
understanding of how to approach
these stories. “I now know how to
report on these issues in a
responsible way,” she said. “I can
also help raise awareness about
what vulnerable children are going
through. �is will help the public
understand the problem better.”
Stakeholders at the workshop agreed
that protecting children was a shared
responsibility and urged the public,
government, schools and
communities to work alongside the
media to ensure that every child in
Lesotho has the opportunity to attend

school, remain safe and build a better
future.

More than 9,000 children in Lesotho are in child labour instead of school, as jour-
nalists attending a World Vision and MISA Lesotho training workshop are urged to 
treat child labour and human tra�cking with the same investigative urgency as any 
other crime.
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Lesotho marks Assistive Technology Day with call to build local 

manufacturing as government admits access gaps persist

Lesotho has marked International Assistive Technology Day with a call to invest in local skills and 
manufacturing, as government admits that people with albinism, wheelchair users and those with 
hearing impairments are still unable to access the devices they need.
BY LEMOHANG BOTSANE

The Ministry of Gender, Youth 
and Social Development marked 
International Assistive Technol-

ogy Day on �ursday under the theme 
“Strengthening Local Innovation and 
Technical Capacity for Sustainable Access 
to Assistive Technology,” bringing together 
government o�cials, disability organisa-
tions, development partners and students 
in Maseru.

Ministe§vr Pitso Lesaoana said assistive 
technology, which includes wheelchairs, 
hearing aids, low-vision devices and sun-
screen for people with albinism, was 
central to protecting human dignity, 
independence, equality and inclusion. 
He acknowledged, however, that access 
remained severely constrained for many 
Basotho. People with albinism frequent-
ly cannot obtain sunscreen or low-vision 
devices, leaving them exposed to serious 
health risks and excluded from education 
and employment. Wheelchair and hearing 

aid users face prolonged delays, and when
devices break down, the absence of local 
repair services interrupts daily life and par-
ticipation in communities.

“If we invest wisely and work with part-
ners, our local institutions can become 
centres of excellence. �ey can train skilled 
professionals, support local manufactur-
ing, and create products that are made for 
Lesotho’s needs.”
Lesaoana said the most sustainable solu-
tion was to train Basotho to design, build, 
assemble, adapt, repair and maintain as-
sistive devices locally. He added that local
production would also serve as a bu�er 
during emergencies when international 
supply chains were disrupted.

Principal Secretary Mahlapane Makakole 
said access to assistive technology was now 
recognised as a fundamental component of 
inclusion, particularly in education and
community development. She stressed 

that progress required collaboration across 
government, civil society, schools, develop-
ment
partners, the private sector and device 
users themselves. “For people with disabil-
ities to live full lives, they need the right 
tools,” she said. “But this cannot happen if 
government works alone.”

Representing the Lesotho National Federa-
tion of Organisations of the Disabled (LN-
FOD), Kopano Ts’ilonyane welcomed the 
growingrecognition of assistive technology 
as a human rights issue. “�is event shows 
that Lesotho is serious about treating 
assistive technology as a basic right, not a 
privilege for a few people with disabilities,” 
he said.
Ts’ilonyane praised the Ministry of Ecalled 
on government to develop and imple-
ment a national assistive technology policy 
grounded in a human rights approach that
prioritises accessibility, participation and 
reasonable accommodation for persons 
with disabilitie United Nations Resident 
Coordinator in Lesotho Taija Kontin-
en-Sharp said
decisions made by leaders had a direct 
bearing on whether people could move in-
dependently, communicate, attend school, 
secure employment and live with dignity.
“Assistive technology is not only
about disability,” she said. “It is about
human rights.” Kontinen-Sharp also high-
lighted theeconomic dimension, noting 
that local production and innovation 
could
generate employment, strengthe 
communities and contribute to national 
development. 

She urged all stakeholders to translate
commitments into action. “We cannot
have inclusive development without
the full participation of persons with
disabilities and strong partnerships in
every sector,” she said. �e event closed 
with calls for increased training, invest-
ment and local innovation to ensure that 
no Mosotho is excluded from full partici-
pation in society because of a lack of access 
to assistive technology.
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What Will Be Different at the FIFA 2026 World 

Cup? Everything You Need to Know
BY LITS’ITSO LETSUNYANE

The 2026 FIFA World Cup is 
shaping up to be unlike any tour-
nament football fans have seen 

before. Hosted across the United States, 
Canada and Mexico, the competition will 
not only feature more teams and matches, 
but also a host of new set of rules, o�ci-
ating changes and disciplinary measures 
and designed to modernize the game.

One of the �rst things fans will notice is 
a completely new pre-match ceremony. 
For decades, teams have lined up in two 
parallel rows before the national anthems. 
�at tradition is now being replaced. At 
the 2026 World Cup, both teams, in-
cluding their substitutes, will gather in 
circles within their respective halves of the 
�eld before kick-o�. During the national 
anthems, two giant national �ags will be 
displayed across each side of the pitch, 
creating a more dramatic and visually 
striking atmosphere before matches begin.

FIFA has approved major upgrades to the 
Video Assistant Referee (VAR) system. 
VAR will now be able to review clear 
attacking fouls that occur before corners 
and free-kicks, only if those incidents 
directly in�uence goals, penalties or dis-
ciplinary decisions. When required, ref-
erees will conduct on-�eld reviews before 
reaching a �nal verdict.�e system can 
also intervene in cases involving second 
yellow card, incorrect corner-kick deci-
sions and mistaken identity.

Another signi�cant change involves o�-
side decisions. VAR will now alert as-
sistant referees when a player is more 
than 10 centimetres o�side. �is allows 
o�cials to raise the �ag earlier instead of 

waiting for the attack to �nish. �e aim is 
to reduce unnecessary play, lower frustra-
tion among players and supporters, and 
decrease injury risks caused by continuing 
attacks that are clearly o�side.

However, human o�cials will still have 
the �nal say and can ignore the alert if 
they believe an error has occurred. Im-
portantly, VAR will not intervene in very 
close o�side calls or subjective situations, 
such as determining whether a player in-
terfered with an opponent.

�e 2026 FIFA World Cup will also in-
troduce one of the most technologically 
advanced match balls in football history. 
Named TRIONDA, the o�cial ball fea-
tures a built-in 500Hz motion sensor chip 
that tracks every touch and movement of 
the ball in real time. �e “connected ball” 
technology sends precise data directly to 
the VAR system, helping match o�cials 
make faster and more accurate decisions, 
particularly in o�side situations and other 
key incidents. �e ball features a new 
four-panel aerodynamic design intended 
to improve �ight stability and consistency 
throughout the tournament

Player behaviour will be monitored more 
strictly than ever before. Any player who 
covers their mouth while speaking aggres-
sively to an opponent or while using foul 
language will receive a red card. FIFA has 
clari�ed that non-aggressive gestures will 
not be punished.

�e governing body has also introduced 
automatic red cards for players or coaches 
who leave the pitch in protest against ref-
ereeing decisions. �e measures are aimed 
at improving discipline and reducing 
confrontations during matches.

�e World Cup will also introduce a new 
anti-racism reporting system where play-
ers who experience racist abuse can signal 
the referee by making an “X” gesture with 
their arms.

Once the signal is made, o�cials can 
either pause the match, suspend the 
match for 15 minutes or even abandon 
the match entirely if the abuse continues. 
�e move forms part of FIFA’s ongoing 
e�ort to combat discrimination in foot-

ball.

Several new regulations have also been 
introduced to speed up the game and 
discourage deliberate delays. Players who 
leave the �eld for medical treatment must 
remain o� the pitch for one minute after 
treatment has been completed, except in 
limited medical circumstances.

Substituted players will have only 10 
seconds to leave the �eld using the near-
est exit point. If they fail to do so, the 
incoming substitute will not be allowed 
onto the pitch for at least one minute, 
forcing the team to temporarily play with 
10 men.

Restart situations have also been targeted. 
�row-ins must be taken within �ve sec-
onds. Failure to do so will result in pos-
session being awarded to the opposition. 
Goal-kicks must also be taken within �ve 
seconds. If teams exceed the limit, their 
opponents will be awarded a corner kick.

�e weather could also  play a bigger role 
than we think. Given the summer con-
ditions expected across North America, 
FIFA has introduced mandatory hydra-
tion breaks throughout the tournament. 
Every match will include a three-minute 
hydration break in each half to help play-
ers cope with the heat.

Storms could also have a major impact 
on scheduling. According to �e Atlan-
tic, under American safety protocols, 
any match played in an open-air stadium 
must be immediately suspended if light-
ning is detected within a radius of ap-
proximately 13 kilometres.

After each lightning strike, a mandatory 
30-minute delay will be imposed. If an-
other strike occurs during that period, 
the countdown resets to zero, potentially 
leading to interruptions lasting several 
hours before play can resume safely.

�e 2026 FIFA World Cup promises to 
be one of the most technologically ad-
vanced and tightly regulated tournaments 
in football history.
When the tournament kicks o� on June 
11, football’s biggest stage will look and 
operate di�erently than ever before.


